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_ to Prince 
and 8 that great Favourer of me- 
riting Servants and their Relations, had the Honour 
at the Font to receive his Chriſtian Name. 
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8 The LIE of 


the Greet) became the Obſervation of thoſe that i © 
knew him: For in that Tenderneſs of Age he was It © 
not only a Proficient in Greet and Latin, but had 
alſo ſome Knowledge in the Elements of H:brew; il *? 
in which Tongue, being then rarely heard-of even | 


dut of Grammar Schools, he grew the Tutor of | 
thoſe who begun to write themſelves Men, but 
thought it no Shame to learn of one, in whom the 
learned Languages might be thought to be the | 
Mother- Tongue. 1 


His Sweetneſs of Carriage is very particularly re- 
membered by his Contemporaries, who obſerved | 
that he was never engaged (upon any Occaſion) | 
in any Fight or Quarrel; as alſo that at Times 
allowed for Play, he would ſteal from his Fellows 
into Places of Privacy, to fav his Prayers; Omens 
of his future pacifick Temper and eminent Devo- | 
tion. | 


Which Softneſs of Temper his Schoolmaſter, 
Mr. Bb, who upon his Fat!icr's Account had a 
tender Kindneſs for him, looked upon with ſome 
Jealouſy; for he building upon the general Ob- 
ſervation, that Gravity and Paſſiveneſs in Children 
is not from Diſcretion but Phlegm, ſuſpeRed that 
his Scholar's Faculties would dcſcrt his Induſtry; 
but the Event gave à full and eech Defeat to 
thoſe well meant Miſgivings; for he fo improved, 
that at thirteen Years. old he was indeed ripe ſoar 
the Univerſity, and accordingly ſent to Magdalen 
College in Oxford, where not long after he was 
choſen Demy, and as foon as cipadle —_ 


Havoc taken his Degree, he bought a Syſtem 
of Divinity, with Deſign to apply himſelf ſtraight- 
way to that Study: But upon ſecond Thoughts he 
returned for a Time to human Learning, and af- 

| tet wards, 
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1 upon the more conſiderable wrote, as he paſſed, 


| 1 of each Book; all which remain at this 


Dr. H. Hammond. 9 
terwards, when he reſumed his Purpoſe, took a 
quite different Courſe, beginning at the upper End, 
as conceiving it. moſt reaſonable to ſearch for pri- 
mitive Truth in the primitive Writers, and not to 
ſuffer his Underſtanding to be prepoſſeſſed by the 
Schemes of modern Authors. F ay 


In the Year 1629, being twenty four Years of 
Age, the Statutes of his Houſe directing it, he entered 
into holy Orders, and upon the ſame Grounds not 


x long after took the Degree of Batchelor in Divi- 


nity, giving as happy Proof of his Proficiency in 
ſacred, as before he had done in ſecular Know- 


Dur ING the whole Time of his Abode in the 


| | Univerſity, he generally ſpent thirteen Hours of 


the Day in Study; by which, beſides an exact 


| Diſpatch of the whole Courſe of Philoſophy, he 


read over all Claſſick Authors that are extant, and 


Scholia and critical Emendations, and drew up In- 

dexes for his private Uſe at the Beginning and End 
ime, and 

teſtify his indefatigable Pains. | 


Ix the Year 1633, the Rev. Dr. Freuen, then 
Preſident of his College, gave him the Honour to 
ſupply one of his Courſes at the Court; where the 
Earl of Leiceſter happening to be an Auditor, was 
ſo deeply affected with the Sermon, that the Rec- 
tory of Penſehurf} being at that Time void, and in 
his Gift, he immediately offered him the Repre- 
ſentation ; which being accepted, he was inducted 
on the 22d of Augu/t in the ſame Yearz and 
thenceforth from the Retirements of an Univerſity, 


applied himſelf to the more buſy Entertainments of 
a rural Privacy. | | 


In. 


The LIrE of © 


Ix the Diſcharge of his miniſterial Function, he 

_ ſatisfied not himſelf in diligent and conſtant Preach- | 

ing only, but conceived himſelf obliged to the of- 

. fering up the ſolemn daily Sacrifice of Prayer for 

his People, adminiſtering the Sacraments, relieving 

the Poor, keeping Hoſpitality, reconciling Diffe- 

rences amongſt Neighbours, viſiting the Sick, ca- 
techiſing the Youth. 


As to the firſt of theſe, his Preaching, it was 
not at the ordinary Rate of the Times, an Effu- 
ſion of ſhallow and crude Conceptions, but a ra- 
tional and juſt Diſcourſe, that was to teach the 
Prieſt as well as the Lay-Hearer. His Method 
was (which likewiſe he recommended to his 
Friends) after every Sermon to reſolve upon the 
enſuing Subject; that being done, to purſue the 
Courſe of Study which he was then in Hand with, 
reſerving the Cloſe of the Week for the Proviſion 
for the next LoxD's Day: Whereby not only a 
conſtant Progreſs was made in Science, but Mate- 
rials were gained unto the immediate future Work; 
for, he ſaid, be the Subjects treated of never fo 
diſtant, Somewhbat will infallibly fall in conducible 
eee Purpoley's + #55 9856053 HH 2 


Tur Offices of Prayer he had in his Church, 
'nct only upon Sundays, and Feftivals, and their 
- Eves, as alſo Wedneſdays and Fridays, but every 

Day in the Week, and twice on Saturdays and 

Holiday Eves. For his Aſſiſtance wherein he kept 
a Curate, and allowed him a comfortable Salary. 
And at thoſe Devotions he took Order that his 
Family ſhould give diligent and exemplary Atten- 
dance; which was the eaſilier performed, it being 
- guide by his Mother, a Woman of ancient Vir- 
tue, and one to whom he paid a more than filial 

Obedience. | * Pg 
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As to the Adminiſtration of the Sacrament, he 
reduced it to an Imitation, though a diſtant one, 
of primitive Frequency, to once a Month, and 
therewith its anciently inſeparable Appendant, the 
Offertory; wherein his Inſtruction and Example 
ſo far prevailed, that there was thenceforth little 
Need of making any Tax for the Poor. Nay, 
in ſhort Time a Stock was raiſed to be always 
ready for the apprenticing of young Children, 
= whoſe Parents Condition made the Proviſion 
for them an equal Charity to both the Child and 


For the Relief of the Poor, beſides the fore- 
mentioned Expedient, wherein others were Sharers 
with him, for his private Charity, beſides. dedi- 
© cating the Tenth of all Receipts, and the daily 
Alms given at the Door, he conſtantly ſet apart 
over and above every Week a certain Rate in Mo- 
& ney; and however rarely his own Rent-Days oc- 
& curred, the Indigent had two and fifty Quarter- 
Days returning in his Year © © 


= Yer farther, another Art of Charity he had, 
the ſelling Corn to his poor Neighbours below the 


Market Price; which was a great Benefit to them, 


= who beſides the Abatement of Price, and poſſibly 
Forbearance, ſaved thereby a'Day's Work. 


Hs that was thus liberal to the neceſſitous Poor, 
vas no leſs hoſpitable to thoſe of better Quality; 
and as at other Times he frequently invited his 
& Neighbours to his Table, ſo more eſpecially on 
= Sundays: But beyond the weekly Treatments, the 
Cbriſimas Feſtival had a peculiar Allowance to ſup- 
port it. He knew well how much the Application 
at the Table inforced the Doctrines of the Pulpit, 


and 


12 Wie Live If 


and how ſubſervient the endearing of his Perſon 
was to the recommending his Inſtrutions. [ 5 


Ix Accordance to which his generous Freedom 
in Alms and Hoſpitality, he farther obliged his Pa- 
riſhioners in the ſetting of their Tythes and Dues 
belonging to him: For though he underſtood how 
little Gelgatden there is on him that lets a ew | : 

to conſider the caſual Loſs, who is ſure never to 

ſhare-in a like Surpluſage of Gain; ; yet herein he | 

frequently departed from his Right: Inſomuch that | . 

having ſet the Tythe of a large eadow, and upon | 7 

Agreement received Part of the Money at the Be- 

ginning of the Year; it happening that the Profits | 

were afterwards ſpoiled and carried away by a 

Flood, he, when the Tenant came to make the | ; 

laſt Payment, not only refuſed it, but returned the 

former Sum, ſaying to the poor Man, « Gop for- 

« bid 1 ſhould take the Tenth, where you have 

not cke nine Parts. 


As 1 ublick Admonition he moſt diligently $ 
inſtilled An great Doctrine of Peace and Love, ſo i 
did he likewiſe in his private Addreſs and Conver- 
ſation, being never at Peace in himſelf, till he had 
procured it amongſt his Neighbours; wherein Gop '* 
ſo bleſſed him, that he not only attained his Pur- 
poſe of uniting diſtant Parties unto each other, but, 
contrary to the uſual Fate of Reconcilers, gained 1 

them to himſelf: There having been no Perſon of 
his Function better beloved than he when preſent, 3 
or lamented more when abſent, by his Flock: Of 
which tender Affection, inſtead of more, we may 
take two Inſtances : The one, that he being driven 
away, and his Books plundered, one of his Neigh- 8 
bours bought them in his Behalf, and preſerved | 
them for Him till the End of the War: The 
. | | other, 
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other, that during his Abode at Penſeburſi he never 
had any Diſpute about his Dues, but had his Tythes 
fully paid, and not of the moſt refuſe Parts, but 
generally the very beſt. | 


| - THovGH he judged the Time of Sickneſs an 
improper Seaſon for the great Work of Repentance; 
vet he eſteemed it a moſt uſeful Preparative, the 
Voice of Gop Himſelf exhorting to it; and there- 
Ws fore he not only, when deſired, made his Viſits to 
all ſuch as ſtood in Need of this Charity, but pre- 
Wo vented their Requeſts by early and by frequent 
coming to them. And this he was ſo careful of, 
that after his Remove from Penſehurft, being at 
Oxford, and hearing of the Sickneſs of one of his 
Pariſhioners, he from thence ſent to him thoſe In- 
ſtructions which he judged uſeful, and which 
could not give at nearer Diſtance. 


For the Inſtitution of Youth in the Rudiments 
of Piety, his Cuſtom was, during the warmer Sea- 
ſon of the Year, to ſpend an Hour before Even- 
ing _—_ in Catechiſing, whereat the Parents and 
older Sort were wont to be prefent, and from 

whence (as he with Comfort was uſed to ſay) they 
reaped more Benefit than from his Sermons. 


BESIDES all this, that there might be no imagi+ 
nable Aſſiſtance wanting, he took Care for the pro- 

iding an able Schoolmaſter in the Pariſh, which 
e continued during the whole Time of his Abode. 


AND as he thus laboured in the ſpiritual buildin 
p of Souls, he was not negligent of the material 
Fabrick committed to his Truſt; but repaired with 
very great Expence (the annual Charge of 1001.) 
is Parſonage-houſe, till from an incommodious 
Ruin he had rendered it a fair and pleaſant Dwel- 
Vox. XLIX, 3 ling, 


ling, with the adherent Conveniences of Gardens 


monſtration, charging it as moſt indiſpenſable | £ 
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and Orchards. 


Wu he was thus buſy on his Charge, tho' 
he fo prodigally laid out himſelf upon the Intereſts 
of his Flock, yet when the Uſes of the Publick 
called him forth, he readily obeyed the Summons, 
and frequently preached both at St. Paul's Croſs, 
and the Viſitations of his Brethren the Clergy, as 
alſo at the Cathedral Church of Ch:iche/ter, where 
he had the Dignity of Archdeacon ; which at the 
Beginning of the late Troubles falling to him, he 
managed with great Zeal and Prudence, not only 
by the Charms of Chriſtian Rhetorick, perſuading W 
to Obedience and Union, but by the Force of De- 


Duty; wherein the eminent Importance of the 
Truths he would inforce ſo prevailed over his 
otherwiſe inſuperable Modeſty, that in a full Aſ- WM 
ſembly of the Clergy, he broke off from what he 
had premeditated, and out of the Abundance of 
his Heart ſpoke to his Auditory ; and by the Blel: |} 
ſing of Gop, to which he attributed it, found a 


very ſignal Reception. 


In the Year 1639, he proceeded Doctor in Di- 
vinity. About this Time he became a Member of 
the Convocation called with the ſhort Parliament 
in 1640; as after this he was named to be of the 
Aſſembly of Divines ; his invincible Loyalty to his 
Prince not being ſo valid an Argument againſt his 
Nomination, as the Repute of his Learning and 
Virtue were on the other Part, to have ſom Title 
to him. ” 


AND mt that Conformity became a Crime, 
though the Committee of the Country ſummoned 
him before them, and uſed their beſt Arguments, 
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all which he found 3 in the Preſerva- 
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be till went on in his regular Practice, and conti- 


nued it *till the Middle of Fuly, 1643. At which 


Time there being in his Neighbourhood about 
Tunbridge an Attempt in Behalf of the King, it 
being defeated, the good Doctor was forced to ſe- 
cure himſelf by Retirement; withdrawing himſelf 
to his old Tutor, Dr. Buckner, to whom he came 
about the 25th of July early in the Morning in ſuch 
an Habit as that Exigence made neceſlary for him, 
and whither not many Days before his old Friend 
and Fellow Pupil, Dr. Oliver, came upon the ſame 
Errand. The Neceflity to leave his Flock, as the 
Doctor afterwards acknowledged, was that which 
moſt affected him of any he felt in his whole Life; 
amidſt which, though he was no Valuer of Trifles, 
he had ſo extraordinary a Dream, that he could 


not then deſpiſe, nor ever afterwards forget it. 


Ir was thus: „He thought himſelf and a Mul- 
titude of others to have been abroad in a bright and 
chearful Day, when on a ſudden there ſeemed. a 
Separation to be made, and he with the far leſs 
Number to be placed at a Diſtance from the reſt ; 
and then the Clouds gathering, a moſt tempeſtuous 
Storm aroſe, with Thundering and Lightnings, 
with Spouts of impetuous Rain, and violent Guſts 
of Wind, and whatever elſe might add unto a 
Scene of Horror; particularly Balls of Fire that 
ſhot themſelves amongſt the Ranks of thoſe that 

ntle Whiſper 
ſeemed to interrupt thoſe louder Noiſes, ſaying, 
Be flill, and ye fhall receive no Harm. Amidſt theſe 
Terrors the Doctor falling to his Prayers, ſoon 
begun, Come, Loxp JEsus, come away; with 
The correſpondent Event of 


tion 


36 . mern of 
tion both of himſelf and his Friends. Beſide, be- 


ing himſclf taken to the Choirs of Angels at the 
Cloſe of that Land-Hurricane of ours, whereof Wh 


that diſmal Apparition was only a faint Emblem: 


He gave thereby too literal a Completion to his | 7 
Dream, and the unhappy Credit of bordering _ 3 


Prophecy. 


In this Retirendne the two Doctors remained 
about three Weeks, till an Alarm was brought, | 
that a ſtrict Enquiry was made for Dr. Hlummond, 
and 1004. promiled as a B.eward for him that ſhould 


produce him: Which they concluded a N e 
Ground for their Remove. 


Uron this they reſolve to * gone; and Dr. O- 
tes having an Intereſt in JYinchefter, which was 
then in the King's Quarters, they choſe that as the 
next Place of their Retreat. But being on the 
Way thither, Dr. Oliver was met and ſaluted with 
the News that Dr. Frewen, Prefident of 

Collzge, was made Biſhop of Litchfield, and that 
the College had pitched upon him as Succeſſor. 


This put Dr. Oliver to new Counſels; and ſince 
Providence had found out ſo ſeaſonable a Relief, 
inclined him not to deſert it, but to divert to 2 


_— 
ren De-Abtenradagadoanech! Difculty to 


aſſent, thinking it too far from his Living, whither 1 
he had Hopes to return; and to that Purpoſe had 


wrote to ſuch of his Friends as were in Power: 


But his Letters meeting a cold Reception, he was 


at laſt perſuaded, and came to Ox * where pro- 
curing an Apartment in his old ege, he ſought 


that Peace in his Study, which — no 22 elſe 
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the giving Inſtruction to young Students, and the 
atisfaction he received from the Converſation of 
learned Men. yy oh. 


In the Interim a Treaty being laboured by his 

= Majeſty, to compoſe (if it were poſſible) the un- 
happy Diffefences in Church and State; and in 
| order thereunto the Duke of Richmond and Earl of 
ned Southampton being ſent to London, Dr. Hammond 
zht, went along as Chaplain to them; where, with 
01:7, great Zeal and Prudence, he laboured to undeceive 
wid thoſe ſeduced Perſons whom he had Opportunity 
lury to converſe with: And when the Treaty was ſo- 

lemnly appointed at Uxbridge, ſeveral Divines be- 
ing ſent thither in Behalf of the different Parties, 
he, among other excellent Men that adhered to the 
King, was made Choice of to affiſt in that Em- 
Eployment. 


He was ſoonafter made Canon of Chri/t-Church, 
and Chaplain in ordinary to his Majeſty. But now 
the King's Affairs declining every where, and Ox- 
Verd being forced upon Articles to ſurrender ; tho 
he foreſaw a ſecond and more fatal Siege approach- 
ing, a Leaguer of encamped inevitable Miſchiefs ; 
yet he remitted Nothing of his wonted Induſtry. 


In the mean Time his ſacred Majefty, fold by 
his Scatiſb into the Hands of his Engliſh Subjects, 
and brought a Priſoner to Holdenby, being taken 

from the Parliament Commiſſioners into the Poſ- 
: ſeſnon of the Army, obtained that Kindneſs from 

them, the Service. of ſome few of his Chaplains, 
whom he by Name had ſent for, and among them 
of Dr. Hammond. | | 


| AccoRDINGLY the good Doctor attended on 
the {his Mafter in the ſeveral Removes of Woburn, 
B3 | Caveſham 
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Caveſham and Hampton-Court, as alſo thence into 
the Ille of Vigbt, where he continued *till Chri/t- 
mas, 1647; at which Time his Majeſty's Atten- 
dants were again put from him. 


 SEQUESTERED from this his melancholy, but 
defired Employment, he returned __ to Oxford; i 
where being choſen Sub-Dean, an Office to which 
belongs much of the Government of the College, 
and ſoon after the whole, (the Dean being made a 
Priſoner) he undertook the entire Management 6f 
all Aﬀairs, and diſcharged it with great Sufficiency 
and admirable Diligence, leaving his beloved Stu- 
dies to intereſt himſelf not only in moderating at 
Divinity Diſputations, but in preſiding at the more 
youthful Exerciſes of Themes and Declamations ; 
redeeming ſtill at Night theſe Vacuities of the Day, 
ſcarce ever going to Bed 'til] after Midnight, fome- 
times not till Three in the Morning, and yet cer- 
tainly riſing to Prayers at Five. 


N ox did his Inſpection content itſelf in looking 
to the general Perfotmances of Duty, but deſcended 
to an accurate Survey of every one's both Practice 


and Ability; ſo that this large Society of Scholars 


appeared his private Family, he ſcarce leaving any 
ſingle Perſon without ſome Mark of both his Cha- 
rity and Care, relieving the Neceſſitous in their 


ſeveral Wants of Money and of Books, ſhaming 


the Vicious to Sobriety, encouraging the Ingenu- 


ous to Diligence, and finding Stratagems to enfnare 
the Idle to a Love of Stud, 


Lo y. But above all, be 
endeavoured to prepare his Charge for the impend- 


ing Perſecution ; that they might adorn their Pro- 


feſhon, and not at the ſame Time ſuffer for the 


Cauſe of Righteouſarſs, and as Evil-doets. 


* 
* 
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0 this End he both admitted and folemnly in- 
vited all ſober Perſons to his Familiarity and Con- 


verſe ;| and beſide that, received them to his weekly 
private Office of Faſting and Humiliation. 


Bur now the long- expected Ruin breaking in 
with its full Weight, the Doctor became involved 
in the general Calamity. And whereas the then 
uſual Law of Expulſion was immediately to baniſſi, 
enjoining to quit the Town within twenty four 
| Hours, Dr. Sheldon and Dr. Hammond were ſub» 
mitted to a contrary Fate, and voted to be Pri- 
ſoners in that Place, from which all elſe were 
driven. But fuch was the Authority of exemplary 
Virtue, that the Perſon deſigned to ſucceed in the 
Canonry of Chri/t-Church, though he had accepted 
of the Place at London, yet had not Courage to pur- 
ſue his Undertaking, but voluntarily relinquiſhed. 
it. And the Officer who was commanded to take 
Dr. Sheldon and him into Cuſtody, Col. Evelin, 
Governor of Walling ford Caſtle, (though a Man 
of as oppoſite Principles to Churchmen as any of 
the adverſe Party) wholly declined the Employ- 
ment, ſolemnly proteſting that if they came to him, 
they ſhould be entertained as Friends, and not as 
| Priſoners. 5 # 


Bur theſe Remorſes proved of little Effect; the 
Prebend of Chrift-Chnrch being ſuddenly ſupplied 
L by a ſecond Choice, and Oxford itſelf being con- 
re tinued the Place of their Confinement. 7 5 


d- Dx. Hammond having continued * about ten 
o- Weeks in his Reſtraint in Oxford, by the Interpo- 
te fition of his Brother-in-Law, Sir John Temple had 
Licence granted to be removed to a more 
ble Confinement, | Clapham in Bedfordfbjve, the 
% WM Houſe in which his worthy Friend Sir Plully — 
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wick lived. Where ſoon after his Arrival, that 
| horrid Mockery of Juſtice, the Trial of the King 
drew on. After whoſe Death, he gave not up 
himſelf to an inactive dull Amazement, but with 
the redoubled Uſe of Faſting, Tears and folemn 
Prayer, reſumed his wonted Studies. - = 


ABovurT this Time, that Strength of Body which 
before had faithfully attended his indefatigable 8 
Mind began to fail him, and thoſe four Torments 
of Diſeaſe, which ſingle have been judged a com- 

nt Trial of human Sufferance, the Stone, the 
Gout, the Cholick, and the Cramp, (the laſt of 
which was to him as tyrannous as any of the for- 
mer) became in a Manner the conſtant Exerciſe $ 
of his Chriſtian Fortitude and Patience ; affording | 
Him from this Time to the End of his Life very 
rare and ſhort Intervals of Health. 1 3 


Bur among all his Labours, his Paræneſis, a 
perſuaſive and practical Tract, coſt him moſt Throes 
and Pangs of Birth, as 3 been penn'd firſt in 
Tears, and then in Ink. For, however, with 

reat Serenity he entertained all other Accidents, 
— habituated himſelf to his beloved Doctrine 
of ſubmitting not to the Will of Gop alone, but 
to his Wiſdom, both which he uſed to ſay, were 
3 one Thing in that bleſt Agent, (and ac- 
cordingly, in the moſt diſmal Appearance he made 
this conſtant Motto, 22119 N n Even this for 
. Good) yet in this Inſtance the Tenderneſs of his 
Soul ſeemed to have melted his Reſolution : The 
Occaſion of that Treatiſe being the Interdict of 
January 1655, which diſabled the loyal ſuffering 
Clergy from doing any miniſterial Act, which he 
-reſented with the higheſt Paſſion, not only upon 
the general Account of Gop's more immediate 
Diſpleaſure to the Nation legible bud but 
$2420 | 5 what 
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nat (what he had much-leſs Reaſon to do) in Refe- 
q Wrence to his own Particular; he looking on this 

up Diſpenſation of Providence as Gop's pronouncing 

ith him unworthy to do him Service, The Reproaching 


to uſe his own Words) his former Unprofitadleneſs 
y ca/ting him out as Straw to the Dunghill, Nor 
ſhould any Conſideration that terminated on him- 
ſelf have perſuaded him at all to regard that tyran- 
nous Injunction, had not Charity to the Family 


its where he was made him content to admit of an 

n-Expedient that ſecured all real Duties,  whilft he 

he for ſome ſhort Time forbore that Attendance on 

of the Altar which was the very Joy of his Life. 

r- i 

iſe WW Anp now, though his Ph "Won had emu 

ng forbidden his accuftomed Faſtings, yet he reſumed 
his Rigours, eſteeming this Calamity ſuch an one as 


- 9 no Exception, which ſhould not be out- 
live | 1 


= AnD when the loyal Sufferers Abroad became 
ſubjected to the worſt Effect of Baniſhment, and 
Want, the Doctor to whoſe diffuſive Virtue the Li- 
mits of the Nation were too ſtrait a Circle, thought 
Wthis a Seaſon to exert his Charity; accordingly, 
WF though this great Duty were ſolemnly declared 
= Treaſon, iie-colttibecs wo nc over ks —_ 
Oy Relief. ; 12 . 21 5 — 
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| — practice «6, bis, dy he: 3 of thi 
Perſon intereſted, being diſcovered to Cromwell, he 
was alarmed with the Expectation of that Uſage 
which was then a certain Conſequent of ſuch me- 
ritorious Acts. But this Adventure brought No- 
df Diſturbance to the Doctor. Nay, he ſeemed to 
— gained an Opportunity of ſaying Something 

home to him, which he within him- 
ſe to * to the W Advantage: * = 


an The LITE of 
deed, this was the only Iſſue of that threatning 
Accident, God's reſtraining Power interpoſing 
here, and exemplifying upon him what in others 
he was wont to obſerve, that they who leaſt conſi- 
dered Hazard in the doing of their Duties fared 
ſtill beſt. | nk ant; 


Non did this Danger being over, as with others 
in all Likelihood it would have done, perſuade to 
caution for the future ; but with his wonted Dili- 
— he immediately went on in the Purſuit of 


is Charity. 


He was enterpriſing a Comment on the Old 
Teſtament, and begun on the Book of Proverbs, 
and finiſhed the third Part of it: But the Comple- 
tion of this, and all his other great Intendments, 
received here a full Period, it pleaſing the Divine 
Providence now to take him to Himſelff. 


Tur Reader will not be diſobliged, if we 


a While divert from this ſadder Part of the Narra- 
tive, and entertain him with a Survey of the per- 
| ſonal Accompliſhments of the Doctor. bo £3: ct 


Tux Frame of his Body was ſuch as ſuited with 
the noble Uſe to which it was deſigned, the enter- 
_ taining a moſt pure and active Soul, but equally 
to the Advantages of Strength and Comelineſs. 
His Stature was of juſt Height and Proportion, 
avoiding the Extremes of groſs and meagre, ad- 
vantaged by a graceful Carriage, at once moſt 
grave, and yet as much obliging. His Face car- 
ried Dignity and Attractiveneſs in it, ſcarce ever 
clouded with a Frown, or ſo much as darkened by 
Reſervedneſs. His Eye was quick and ſprightful, 
his Complexion clear and florid, ſo that (eſpecially 
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in his Youth) he had the Eſteem of a very beau- 
teous Perſon. | 5 


To this outward Structure was joined that 
Strength of Conſtitution, patient of ſevereſt Toil 
and Hardſhip; inſomuch that for the moſt Part of 
his Life, in the fierceſt Extremity of Cold, he 
took no other Advantage of a Fire, then at the 

reateſt Diſtance he could to look upon it. As to 
Diſeaſes (till immoderate Study had wrought a a 
Change), he was in a Manner only liable to Fe- 
vers, Which too conſtant a Temperance did in a 
great Meaſure prevent, and ſtill aſſiſted to relieve 
and cure. | | 


NEexT to his Frame of Body, if we ſurvey his 
inward Faculties, we ſhall find them juſt to the 
Promiſes of his outward Shape. His Sight was 
quick to an unuſual Degree; inſomuch, that if 
by Chance he ſaw a Knot of Men, a Flock of 
Sheep, or Herd of Cattle, being engaged in Diſ- 
courſe, and not at all thinking of it, he would in- 
voluntarily caſt ap their Number, which others 
after long Delays could hardly reckon. His Ear 
was accurate and tuned to his harmonious Soul, 
ſo that having never learned to ſing by Book or 
Study, he would exactly perform his Part of many 
Things to a Harpſichord or Theorbo ; and fre- 
quently did ſo in his more vigorous Years after 
the Toil and Labour of the Day, and before the 
remaining Studies of the Night. His Elocution 
was free and graceful, prepared at once to charm 
and to command his Audience: And when, with 
Preaching at his Country-charge, he had in ſome 
Degree, loſt the due Manage of his Voice, his 
late ſacred Majeſty, by taking Notice of the 
Change, became his Maſter of Muſick, and re- 
duced him to his ancient decent. CS". 8 
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Kindneſs which the Doctor very gratefully acknow- ' 
ledged to his dying Day, and reported not only as 
an ance of the meek and tender Condeſcen- 

fions of that gracious Prince, but improved to 

perſuade others by ſo great an Example to that 
moſt friendly Office of telling Perſons of their 
Faults, without which, very commonly, Men muſt 
be ſo far from amending their Errors, that it is 
motally impoſſible they ſhould know them. 


As to his more inferior Faculties, we muſt al- 
low the firft Place to his Invention, an altogether 
unexhauſted Treaſure, whoſe Flowings were with 
that full Torrent, that for ſeveral Years, after his 
Choice of Subject, which generally he had in Proſ—- 
pe beforehand, a little Meditation on the Satur- 
day Night made up his Sermon: But in the laſt 
twelveYears of his Life, finding the Recollection of 
his Thoughts diſturb his Sleep, he remitted the 
particular Care of the Compoſition and Method of 
his future Diſcourſe to the Sunday Morning, where- 
in an Hour's Confideration fitted him to the Of- 
fice of the Day. With the like Swiftneſs he diſ- 
patched his Writings, uſually cempoſing faſter than 
his Amnuenſis, though a very dextrous Perſon, 
could tranſcribe after him. His Conſiderations of 
preſent Neceſſity concerning Epiſcapacy, were drawn 
up after Ten o*'Clock at Night in a Friend's Cham- 
ber, who profeſſes, that fitting by all the While, 
he remembers not that he took off Pen from Pa- tc 
per *till he had done ; and the very next Morning, fc 
it being fully approved by the Biſhop of Saliſbury, | 
he ſent it to the Preſs; to which Work he could hi 
have no Premeditation or ſecond Thoughts, he th 
being that very Night after Supper employed by the tu 
before - mentioned Biſhop of Saliſbury, on that ta 
Taſk. So likewiſe he began his Tract of Scan- of 
dal at Eleven at Night, and finiſhed it before he th 
| went 
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to Bed, Nor was this an extraordinary Thing with 
him, but moſt cuſtomary; five Sheets having 
amidſt his other Diverſions been ſundry Times his 
one Day's Work; adding to it ſo much of the 
Night as frequently borrowed from Sleep and Sup - 
per. And indeed ſuch were his Diverſions, ſo 
many and ſo importunate, that notwithſtanding this 
incredible Eaſe of Writing, it is hardly imagina- 
ble how he could compaſs the Tythe of what he 
did. For he that ſhall conſider his laborious Way, 
immerſt in almoſt infinite Quotations. _ 


His Peruſal of | the Writings of his Friends and 


Strangers intended to be publick ; his Review of 
his own Works, and correcting them with his 
own Hand, Sheet by Sheet, as they came forth, 
which he did to all his later Tracts; his Recepti- 
on of Viſits, whether of Civility, or for Reſolu- 
tion of Conſcience, or Information in Points of 
Difficulty, which were numerous, and great De- 
vourers of his Time; his Agency for Men of 
Quality, providing them Schoolmaſters for their 
Children, and Chaplains in their Houſes, in which 
Affair he had ſet up a Kind of Office of Addreſs ; 
his general Correſpondencies by Letter, ever took 
up two Days of the Week entirely ; the Time 
exhauſted by his Sickneſs, which in the latter 
Years, of his Life, gave him but ſhort and ſeldom 


| Truce, and always made it neceſſary. for him not 


to ſtir from his Chair, or ſo much as read a Letter 
for two Hours after every Meal; his not only con- 
ſtant Preaching and inſtruQting the Family where 
he was, and his viſiting the Sick both there and in 
the Neighbourhood, but amidſt all, his ſure Re- 


turns of Prayer, ſo frequent and, ſo conſtant as cer- 


tainly to challenge to themſelves a great Portion 


of the Day: He, I ſay, that ſhall ſum. up this, 
the Particulars whereof are nakedly ſet down, muſt 
Vol. XLIX. * 5 '- be 
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be to ſeek what Point of vacant Time remained 
yet undiſpoſed; I do not ſay to write Books, but 
even to breathe and reſt a little in, 


AFTER a ſerious Reflection on the Premiſes, the 
Account given by that excellent Perſon, who had 
the Happineſs of being the neareſt and moſt con- 
Kant Witneſs of all, ſeems the beft that can be 
made; that he gained Time for his writing Books 


by the Time he ſpent in Prayer, whilſt, (a more 


then extraordinary Aﬀiſtance attending his Devo- 
tions) his Cloſet proved his Library, and he ſtu- 
died moſt upon his Knees. | 5 


4s to his Memory, it was ſerviceable, but not 
officious ; faithful to Things and Buſineſs, but un- 
willingly retaining the Contexture and PunQtuali- 
ties of Words; which Defect he frequently la- 
mented, it being harder with him to get one Ser- 
mon by Heart than to pen twenty. 


His Way of Speech and Faculty of communi- 
cating Notions was ſufficiently happy, having only 
this beſt Kind of Defect, Exuberance, the Tor- 
rent of his Matter being not eaſily confined by Pe- 
riods; whereby his Style, though round and com- 
prehenſive, was encumbered Sometimes by Pa- 
rentheſes, and became difficult to vulgar Under- 
ſtandings: But by the Uſe of Writing, and his 
Deſire to accommodate himſelf to all Capacities, 
he in his latter Years had maſtered that Defect. 


His Judgment, as in itſelf the higheſt Faculty, 

ſo was it the moſt eminent among his natural En- 
dowments: For though the finding out the Simi- 
litudes of different Things, wherein the Fancy 
1156 converſant, is uſually a Bar to the diſcerning the 

- Diſparities of ſimilar Appearances, which 55 = 
7 1 35 Bubb. 
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Buſineſs of Diſcretion : He had, to his ſufficient 
Memory and: incomparable Invention, a clear diſ- 
cerning Judgment ; and that not only in ſcholaſtick 
Affairs and Points of Learning, which his Writings 
manifeſt beyond Diſpute ; but in the Concerns of 
publick Nature, both of Church and State. 


As to acquired Learning, there remains only 
to obſerve, that the Range and Compaſs of his 
Knowledge filled the whole Circle of the Arts, 
and reached thoſe ſeverals which ſingle do exact 
an entire Man unto themſelves. To be accurate 
in the Grammar and Idioms of Tongues,a nd then 
as a Rhetorician to make all their Graces ſerve his 
Eloquence; to have traverſed. ancient, and yet be 
no Stranger in modern Writers; to be ſtudied in 
in Philoſophy, and familiarly verſed in all the 
Claſſick Authors; to be learned in School - divinity, 
and a Maſter in Church - antiquity, perfect and rea- 
dy in the Senſe of Fathers, Councils, Eccleſiaſti- 


cal Hiſtotians and Liturgicks; to have devoured 


ſo much and yet digeſted it, is a Rarity in Nature 
and in Diligence, which has but few Examples. 


Bur after all we muſt take Leave to fay, that the 
Doctor's Learning was the leaſt Thing in him; 
the Scholar was 2 eminent than the Chriſtian: 
His ſpeculative Knowledge, that gave Light to the 
moſt difficult Propoſals, became eclipſed by the 
moſt dazzling Luſtre of his Practice. 


Anp firſt, his chaſte Thoughts, Words and 
Carriage fo diſciplined his lower Faculties, as not 
only reftrained through all the Heats of Youth, 
made more than uſually importunate by the full 
Vigour of a high and ſanguine Conſtitution, but 
gave a Deteſtation of 2 thoſe verbal Follies, a0 
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have not only the Allowance of being harmleſs 


Mirth, but the Repute of Wit and Gaiety of Hu- 


mour : So that the ſcurrilous Jeſt could ſooner ob- 
tain his Tears in Penance for it, than the Appro- 
bation of a Smile ; and all Approaches to this Sin 
he looked upon not only with an utter Difallow- 
ance in his Will, but aKind of natural Abhor- 


rence. 


His Appetite was good, but the Reſtraint of it 
was very eminent and extraordinary; for his Diet 
was of the plaineſt Meats, and commonly not on- 
ly his Diſhes, but the Parts of them were ſuch as 
moſt others would refuſe. Sauces he ſcarce ever 
taſted of, but often expreſſed it his Wonder *© how 
rational Creatures ſhould eat for any Thing but 
Health, fince he that did eat or drink that which 
might cauſe a Fit of the Stone or Gout, though a 
Year after, therein unman'd himſelf, and acted as 
a Beaſt.” So that his Self-denials were quite con- 
trary to the uſual ones; for confidering the Time 
loſt in Eating, and the Vacancy ſucceeding it, his 
Meals were the greateſt Preſſure, and his Fating- 
day the moſt ſenſual Part of his Week. 


- In the Time of his full and more vigorous 
Health he ſeldom did eat or drink more than once 
in twenty-four Hours, and ſome Fruit towards 
Night; and two Days in every Week, and in 
Lent and Ember-week three Days, he eat but once 
in thirty-ſix. Nor did he ever with ſo much Re- 
gret ſubmit to any Preſcript, as when his Phyſi- 


 cians, after his great Fever in Oxford, required 


him to eat Suppers. Which Injunction he ſoon 


- ſhook off, and returned to his beloved Abſtinence, 


until renewed Infirmities brought him back unto 
the Penance of more Indulgence to himſelf. © 
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As be had the. greateſt Indifference to what he 
eat, ſo had he the greateſt Obſervation too, eſpe- 
cially when it came to be made Point of Preſcrip- 
tion; for in this Caſe he was moſt exact, never 
taſting of any prohibited Meats, though ſome of 
them had before the Advantage of being cuſtoma- 
ary towards their ſeeming neceſſary. And herein 
his Palate was ſo tractable and fubdued to the 
Dictates of an higher Choice, that he really 
Thoughs no Meat pleaſant, but in Proportion to 
its Wholeſomeneſs: Even his beloved Apples he 
would oft ſay he would totally abandon, as ſoon 


innocent, and not of Uſe. 


Tu carving at the Table he always made his 
Province, which he faid he did as a Diverſion to 
keep him from eating too much; but certainly that 
Practice had another more immediate Cauſe, a na- 
tural Diſtributiveneſs of Humour, and a Deſire to 
be employed in the Relief of every Kind of Want 


His Temperance in Sleep reſembled that of his. 
Meats, Midnight being the uſual Time of his go- 
ing to Reſt, and Four or Five, and very rarely 
Six, the Hour of his Riſing. There was ſcarce 
any Thing he reſented ſo much in his multiplied 
Diſeaſes as their having abridged him of his Night- 
ſtudies, profeſſing thereby he loſt not only his 
greateſt Pleaſure, but higheſt Advantage in Refe- 
rence to Buſineſs. And in his later Time of 
Weakneſs, when to take Benefit of a gentle breath» 
ing Sweat, which uſually came in the Morning, 
he had been engaged by his Phyſician to continue 
in Bed till it was over; and upon Complaint of 
Coſtiveneſs he was on the other Side directed to 


riſe ſomewhat early W Morning; this later In- 


3 junction 
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junction he looked upon as a mere Reſcue and De- 
liverance, often mentioning it with Thanks, as if 
it had been an eminent Favour done him. h 


Hrs Diſpoſal of himſelf in the other Parts of 


Time, was to perpetual Induſtry. and Diligence: 
He not only avoided, but bore a perfect Hate to 
Idleneſs, and ſcarcely recommended any Thin 

with that Concern and Vigour, as to be furniſh 

always with Somewhat to do. This he ro 
as the beſt Expedient both for Innocence and Plea- 
fure; aſſuring, that * no Burthen'is more heavy or 


Temptation more dangerous, than to have Time 


lie on one's Hand; the idle Man's Brain being not 
anly (as he worded it) the Devil's Shop, but his 
Kingdom too, a Model of an Appendage unto 
Hell, a Place given up to Torment and to Miſ- 
chief. 


- Bes1Dzs thoſe Portions of Time which the 


Neceſſities of Nature and of civil Life extorted 


from him, there was not a Minute of the Da 
which he left vacant. When he walked abroad, 
which he did not ſo much to recreate himſelf, as 


to obey his Phyſician, he never failed to take a 


* 


Book with him, and read all the While; and in 
his Chamber alſo he had one lay conſtantly open, 


out of which his Servant read to him while he was 


dreſſing and undreſſing; by which one Piece of 
Huſbandry in ſhort Space he diſpatched ſeveral 
conſiderable Volumes. ee 2 


* Hrs Way was ſtill to caſt into Paper all his 


Obſervations, and direct them to his preſent Pur- 


poſes ; wherein he had an incredible Dexterity, 
ſcarce ever reading any Thing which he did not 
make ſubſervient in one Kind or other. In his 
Sickneſſes, if they were not fo violent to make the 
= Recollection 
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Recollection of Thoughts impoſſible, he never in - 
termitted Study, but rather reinforced it than as 
the moſt proper Diverſion of Pain. The Gout 
by its moſt frequent and importunate Returns ex- 


ceeded his other Maladies; in which although the 


firſt moſt furious Aſſaults were ſure to beat him 
from his Study, and for a Time confine him to 
his Bed, yet as ſoon as he had recovered his Chair, 
he reſumed his Pen too, and applied it as hard as 
though he had ailed Nothing. 


NexT to downright Idleneſs he diſliked flow 
and dilatory Undertakings, thinking it a t 
Folly to ſpend that Time in gazing upon Buſineſs 
which ſhould have ſerved for the doing of it. In 
his own Practice he never conſidered longer than 
*till he could diſcern whether the Thing propoſed 


was fit or not; when that was ſeen, he immedi- 


ately ſet to Work. When he had perfected one 


Buſineſs, he could not endure to have his Thoughts 


lie fallow, but was preſently conſulting what next 
to ſet about. | 


Bur when we reckon up the Expences of the 
Doctor's Time, we cannot paſs his conftant Tri- 
bute of it paid by him to Heaven in the Offices of 
Prayer; which took up ſo liberal Proportions of 
each Day unto it's Self for the ten laſt Years of 
his Life, and probably the preceding. Beſides 
occaſional and ſupernumerary Addreſſes, his certain 
perpetual Returns exceeded David's ſeven Times 
a-Day. As ſoon as he was ready (which was 
uſually early) he prayed in his Chamber with his 
Servant. After this he retired to his own more 
ſecret Devotions. Betwixt Ten and Eleven in 
the Morning, he had folemn Interceſſion in Re- 
ference to the national Calamities: To this, at- 
ter a little Diſtance, ſucceeded the Morning 1 

ids Ce 
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ice of the Church which he particularly deſired to 


orm in his own Perſon, and would by no 
eans accept the Eaſe of having it read by any 
other. In the Afternoon he had another Hour of 
private Prayer, which on Sundays he enlarged, 
and fo religiouſly obſerved, that if any ary 


| Buſineſs or Charity had diverted him at the uſual 


Time, he repaired his Soul at the Coſt of his Bo- 
dy; and, notwithſtanding the Injunctions of his 


Phyſicians, which in other Caſes he was careful 


Pay 


to obey, ſpent the Supper-time therein. About 
Five o Clock, the ſolemn private Prayers for the 
Nation and the Evening Service of the Church 
returned. At Bed-time his private Prayers cloſed 
the Day; and after all even the Night was not 
without its Office, the fifty-firſt Pſalm being his 
deſigned Midnight Entertainment. 5 


Ix his Prayers, as his Attention was fixed and 


| Ready, ſo was it inflamed with paſſionate F ervours, 


inſomuch that very ſrequently his Tranſport threw 


him proſtrate on the Earth ; his Tears alſo would 
interrupt his Words; the latter happening not 


only upon the Exigencies of preſent or impend- 


moſt to thoſe little Corners of the World that moſt 


ing Judgments, but in the common Service of the 

Church; which ſhews it is the Coldnefs of the 

Votary, and not the Prayer, that is in Fault, when 

3 is deficient at the publick Office of the 
urch. | 


Tur Charity and Extent of his Prayers was 
as exuberant as the Zeal and Fervour: He thought 
it very unreaſonable that our Interceſſions ſhould 


not be as univerſal as our Saviour's Redemption 


was; and would complain of that Narrowneſs of 
Mind to which we are fo prone, confining our 
Care either to Ourſelves and Relatives, or- at 


immediately 
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immediately concerned us, and which on due Ac- 
count bear very low Proportions to the whole. 
There was no emergent Diſtreſs, however remote, 
but it enlarged his Litany; every Year's Harveſt 
and new Birth of Miſchiefs, was tranſcribed into 
pathetical Office of Devotion. bat 


Nor did he only take to Heart general national 


Concernments, but even the more private Exigen- 
cies of the Sick and Weak. Among all which 
none had ſo liberal a Part in his Prayers as they 


that merited them leaſt, yet wanted them moſt; 


his and (what was uſually the ſame Thing) the 
Church's and Gop's Enemies. He never thought 
he had aſſured his Forgiveneſs of Injuries, unleſs 


he returned Good for them; and though other Op- 


portunities of this beſt Kind of Retaliation might 
fail him, that of his Interceſſions never did. 


, 4 


| Tuxnn Perfons there were who above all Men, 


by unworthy Malice and impotent Virulence had 


highly diſobliged him; but he in Recompence of 
their Guilt, had a peculiar daily Prayer purpoſely 


in their Behalf; and though in the Openneſs of 


his Converſation with his moſt intimate Acquain- 


tance he confeſſed thus much, ye he never named 


the Perſons, though probably that was the only 


Thing which he concealed ; it being his Method 


to with-hold Nothing, | eſpecially of Confidence 
or Privacy, from one he owned as Friend. 


Anp having mentioned the Name of Friend, 


however incidentally, we muſt not leave it with- 


out Homage; ' Friendſhip being the next ſacred 
Thing unto Religon in the Apprehenſions of our 


excellent Doctor, a Virtue of which he was a 
paſſionate Lover, and with which be ever ſeemed 


to 
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to have contrated Friendſhip. The Union of 


Minds thereby produced, he judged, the utmoſt 
Point. of human Happineſs: that with Com- 
paſſion he reflected on their Ignorance who were 
Strangers to it, ſaying, that . ſuch muſt needs 
lead a pitiful, inſipid Herb-John-like Life.” 


- Upon this Ground he uſed with all induſtrious 


Art to recommend and propagate Friendſhip unto 


_ ethers; and where he ſaw ſeveral Perſons that he 
judged capable of being made acquainted to mu- 


tual Advantage, he would contrive that Leave; 


and where himſelf had Kindneſs unto any ſo allied, 
be would ſtill enjoyn them to be kinder to each 


other than to him; beſides, he ftill laboured to 


make all his Friends ard to cach of them; re- 
| folving it to be an Error bottomed on the common 
Narrowneſs of Soul which repreſented Amity like 
fenſua) Love, conſined unto two Perſons. 


Wenn he ever happened to he or be in Com- 
pany with fuch as had an intimate hearty Kind- 
neſs fur each other, he would be much tranſported 
in the Contemplation of it, and where it was ſea- 
ſonable, would openly acknowledge bis Satisfac- 


I the Number of bis Friends there chanced 
to be three Perſrns, who having in their Youth 
contracted a ſtrict Intimacy, had undertaken the 
fame Profeſſion ; and 2ccordingly had the ſame 
common Studies ang Deſigns ; and with theſe the 
Opportunity thro' the late Troubles to live in 
View of each other: Whom for that Reaſon he 
was uſed with an obliging Envy to pronounce we 
mot i happy Men f ation had. 


Accokxp- 
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"por ac he profeſt, that for his Particu- 
lar, he had no ſuch Way of enjoying any Thin 

as by Reflection from — Perſon, — — . 
ſo that his Friends being happy was the readieſt 
Way to make him ſo. Therefore when one emi- 
nently near him in that Relation was careleſs of 
Health, his moſt preſſing Argument was his Com- 
plaint of Unkindneſs to him. And this Way of 
meaſuring Felicities was ſo natural to him, that it 
would occur even in the moſt trivial Inſtances: 
When there has been any Thing at the Table pe- 
culiarly Wholeſome in Relation to his Infirmities, 
if his Friend, who was in a like weak Condition, 
forbare to eat it in Civiſity to him, he would with 
Vehemence of Grief reſent it as his ſingular Un- 
happineſs, after ſo many Profeſſions, not to be be- 
lieved, that he had a thouſand Times rather that 
his Friend ſhould have that which was conducible 
to Health, than himſelf; and then aſſumed, that 
if this were believed, it were impoſſible any one 
ſhould attempt to expreſs Kindneſs by robbing him 
of his greateſt Pleaſure. 


Tus principal Thing he contracted for in 
Friendſhip was a free Uſe of mutual Admonition; 
which he confined not to the groſſer Guilts which 
Enemies and common Fame were likely to ob- 
ſerve, but extended it to prudential Failings, In- 
decencies, and even ſuſpicious and barely doubtful 
Actions; nay beyond that, unto thoſe virtuous 
ones which might have been improved and ren- 
- dered better. He was uſed to fay, „It was a 
poor Deſign of 'Friendſhip to keep the Perſon he 
admitted to his Breaſt only from being ſcandalous, 
as if the Phyſician ſhould endeavour only to ſecure 
his Patient from the Plague.” And what he thus 
articled for, he punctually himſelf perform'd, and 
exacted to be returned unto himſelf, 


AND 


Ay if for any While he obſerved that no Re- 
membrance had been offered to him, he grew al- 
moſt jealous, ſuſpecting that the Courtier had ſup- 
| HY the Friend, and therefore earneſtly en- 
forced the Obligation of being faithful in this 
Point: And when with much ado ſomething was 
picked up, he received it always as huge Kind- 
neſs; and tho' the whole Ground of it happened 
to be Miſtake, yet he ſtill returned moſt affecti- 


onate Thanks. 


His Good-will, when placed on any, was ſo 
fixed and rooted, that even ſupervening Vice, to 
which he had the greateſt Deteſtation imaginable, 
could not eafily remove it, the Abhorrence of 
their Guilts leaving not only a Charity but Ten- 
derneſs to their Perſons ; and, as he has profeſſed, 
his Concern rather increaſed than leſſened by this 
Means, Compaſſion being in that Inſtance added 
to Love. ae | 


THERE were but two Things which (he would 
ſay) were apt to give Check to his Affections, 
Pride and Falſeneſs ; where he ſaw theſe predomi- 
nant, he thought he could never be a Friend to 
any Purpoſe, becauſe he could never hope to-do 
any Good ; yet even there he would uſe Prayer, 
the more the leſs he could do beſides. But where 
he ſaw an honeſt Temper, a Jacob's plain Simpli- 
city, Nothing could diſcourage him ; and however 
Inadvertency or Paſſion, or haply ſome worſe In- 
gredient, might fruſtrate his Deſign, he would 
attend the mallia tempora, thoſe gentle and more 
treatable Opportunities which might at laſt be of- 
fer d. He fo much abhorred Artifice and  Cun- 
ning, that he had Prejudice to all Concealments 
and Pretenſions. He:uſed to ſay he hated a Non- 
cauſa, and he had a ſtrange Sagacity in diſcover- 

\ ing 
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ing it. When any with much Circumlocution 
Had endeavoured to ſhadow their main Ars == 
he would immediately look thro” all thoſe Miſts, 
and where it was in any Degree ſeaſonable, would 
make it appear he did fo: His Charity of fraternal 
Correption having only this Reſtraint, the 'Hearer's 
Intereſt, of which he judg'd, that when Adyice 
did not do Good, it was hardly ſeparable from 
doing Harm. But whereſoever he gave an Ad- 
monition, he prefaced it always with ſuch Demon- 
ſtrations of Tenderneſs and Good-will as could 
not fail to convince of the Kindneſs with which it 
was ſent, if not of the Convenience or Neceſſit 
to embrace it. And this he gave as à gener 
Rule, and enforced by his Example, Never to re- 
77 in Anger, or with the leaſt Appearance of it. 
the Paſſion were real, that was evidently a Fault, 
and the guilty Perſon unfit to be a Judge: If it 
were Reſemblance only, yet even that would pro- 
bably divert the Offender from the Conſideration 
of his Failing, to faſten on his Monitor; and 
d make him think he was chid, not becauſe he-was 
„ in Fault, but becauſe the other was angry. 
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0 | Treo! his Exhortations had as much Weight as, 

o Words could give them, he had over and above a 

5 rear oth > in his Manner of Speaking : His 
Ji 


e ttle Phraſe, Don't be ſimple, had more Power to 
i charm a Paſſion, than long Harangues from 
r others ; and very many who loved not Piety in 


| - itſelf, would be well pleaſed to be adviſed: by him, 
d and venerated the ſame Matter in his Language, 
5 which they derided in others. 


- HFH would fay, -*he delighted to be loved, not 
s reverenc d; thinking that where there was much 
Yo of the latter, there could not be enough of the 


- former; Somewhat of Reftraint and Diſtance at- 
g Volk. XLIX. 7 "Wl tending 


that ſervile Kindneſs. 
|  Havixs, upon Occaſion, communicated a Pur- 
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tending on the one, which was not well conſiſtent 
with the Freedom of the other. But as he was 


no Friend to ceremonious Reſpect, he was an open 
Enemy to Flattery, eſpecially from a Friend, from 


whom he ſtarted at the ſlighteſt Appearance of 


3 


e againſt which there happened to lie ſome Ob- 


jections, they being by a Friend of his repreſented 


to him, he immediately was convinced, and aſ- 


[ ſumed other Counſels. But in Proceſs of Diſ- 
_courſe Something fell in that brought to Mind a 
Paſſage of a late Sermon of the Doctor's, which 


that Perſon having been affected with, innocently 
mentioned ſuch Apprehenſions of it, and fo paſſed 
on to talk of other Matters. The next Day the 
Doctor having recollected that probably the Ap- 
probation given to the Sermon might be an Aſter- 
deſign to allay the Plain-dealing which preceded it, 
proteſted, ** that Nothing in the World could 


more deeply diſoblige him, than ſuch Unfaithful- 
| neſs.” But being aſſured there was no ſuch Con- 


trivance meant, he gladly yielded himſelf to have 
been miſtaken. 


Ix other Caſes he was no Way inclinable to 
entertain Doubts of his Friends Kindneſs ; But if 
any Thing chanced to intervene, and cauſe Miſ- 
kn res ig he gave them not Leave to take 


Root by Concealment, but immediately produced 


his Ground of Jealouſy; and exacted the like 


Meaſure back again, if his own Proceedings fell 


at any Time under a doubtful or unkind Appear - 


ance. This he thought a Juſtice eſſential to 
"Friendſhip, without wh | 

ſubſiſt: For we think not fit to condemn the mo 

' notorious Malefactor before he hath had Licence 


ich it could not N 


to 
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to ropoſe his Plea ; and ſure it is Freed barba- 
rous to treat a Friend, or rather Frie thip itſelf, 
with lets Regard.” T . 


To the Performicntes of Friendſhip he bated all 
mercenary Retu:ns, whereof he was ſo jealous, 'as 
hardly to leave Place for Gratitude. | ** Love, he 
ſaid, was built upon the Union and Similitude of 


Minds, and not the 2 of Gifts and Benefits. 


Misery and Want, wherever he met with 
them, ſufficiently endeared the Odject. His Alms' 
was as exuberint'as his Love; and in Calamities 
to the Exigence he never was a'Stranger, what- 
ever he might de to the Man that ſuffe d. 


Ap here the firſt Preparative was to e A 
ſelf no Motive to reſiſt or flight the Opportunities 
of Giving; which he compaſſed by being a Stew- 
ard to himſelf as well as to Gop, and parting ſtill 
with a ſet Portion of his Eſtate, that when he re- 
heved any, he might become no Whit the LINES, 
dy his Gift, have only the Content of Giving, 
and the Eaſe of being rid of another's Money. 
What he thus . was the Tenth of all his In- 
come; wherein he was ſo ſtrictly punctual, that 
commonly the firſt Thing he did was to compute 
and ſeparate the poor Man's Share. To this he 
14060 8 e Week five” Shillings, which had been 
his Ie Sen wetten in the Heat of the War in 
Oxford, when he lived upon his Penſehurft Stock, 
and no viſible Means or almoſt Poffibility of Sop⸗ 
ply. Over and above this he compleated the 
Devotions of bis weekly Faſt by joining Alms 
thereto, and adding A — to” "he 1 
Man' $ Heap.” 1 | 


a 
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Tust were his Debts to Charity, the fixed 
Revenue of the Indigent ; in the Diſpenſation of 
which he was ſo religiouſly careful, that if at any 
Time he happened to be in Doubt whether he had 
ſet apart his charitable Proportions, he always 


paſſed Sentence againſt himſelf. But beyond, theſe. 


he had his Free- will Offerings, and thoſe propor- 
tioned more by the Occaſion of Giving, than the 
Surpluſage he had to give. His poor Man's Bag 
had ſo many Mouths, that it frequently became 
quite empty: But its being ſo, never diverted him 


_ from relieving any that appeared in Need; for in 
foch Scalons he choſe. to give in more liberal Pro- 


tons than at others. 


InSTEAD of hiding his Face from the Poor, it 
was his Practice ſtill to ſeek for theirs. © Thoſe 
Perſons whom he truſted with (his. greateſt Secret 
and g Buſineſs) his, Charity, ſeldom had Re- 
churſe to him, but be would make Enquiry, for 
new Penſioners: And tho' he bad, in ſeveral Parts 
of the Nation thoſe. whom he emplayed to find 
out indigent Perſons, and diſpoſe his Largeſs to 
them, his covetous Bonny: ſtill graſped for more. 


rss his ordinary Proviſion for the neigh- 
bouring Pocr, and thoſe that came to look him 
out in his Retirement, (which were not few, for 
the liberal Man dwells always in the Road) his 
talogue had an eſpecial Place for ſequeſtered 
ivines, their Wives and Orphans, for young 
Students in the Univerſities, and thoſe Divines 
that were abroad. in Baniſnment: Where over 
and above his frequent occaſional Reliefs to the 
laſt of | theſe, the exiled: Clergy, beſides what he 
| pages from others, he ſent conſtantly over 
Fear 13 a very conſiderable Sum, ſuch 2 
one as Men of far greater Revenues do not uſe 


upon 
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And the like I have practiſed in this other Inffince 


God, fince he had exemplified the Advices of hi 
Pradtical Catechiſm to the Duties of Alms be good 
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upon any Occaſion to give away, much leſs as a 
— Excreſcence every Year prune off 
from their Eſtates. . 


To a Friend, who by the Falſeneſs -of one 
whom he truſted was reduced to ſome Extremity, 
and enquired what Courſe he took to eſcape ſuch 
Uſage, the Doctor wrote as follows: 


o your Deube concerning myſelf, I thank Gov 1 
am able to 


# that I never ſuffered in 
my Life for Want of Hand or Seal, but think I laue 
fared much better than they that have been 
careful to ſecure themſelves by theſe Cautions. I re- 
member I vas wont to reproach an honeft Fellow- Pre- 
bend of mine, that whenſoever a Siege was near, al- 
ways ſent away what be meſi valued to ſome ather 
Garriſon or Friend, and ſeldom ever met with any 
Thing again : Whereas ] venturing myſelf and my 
Cabinet in the ſame Bottom, never ; 


Whom I trufted to be my Friend, all I had was in 
his Power, and by Gon Bling 1 was never de- 
ceived in my Truſt. | . 


Anv bere amidſt all theſe ſeeming Ii 1 
ties Riches thruſt themſelves upon him: It pleating 


ritable Diſtribations, in him alſo to make 
the Aﬀurance he there made in the Behalf of GopD 
upon ſuch Performance. Nor was he the- fingle 
Inſtance of this Truth. About four Years fince a 
coming to fee the Dyctor, 


Perſon of good Eſtate 
among other Diſcourſe happened to ſpeak of the 
hte Dean of Worcefler, Dr. Potter: This Gentle- 


man related, that formerly enquiri An 
how it Was poſhble for one that ge 
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Charge of Fes ny was fo. based in bis 
Entertainment, and profuſe in cape wc | 
only to ſubſiſt, but to grow zich; he —— 
ed, that ſeveral Vears before he happened to be 
eſent at a Sermon at St. Paul's Croſs, where 
Preacher recommending the Duty of plen- 
tiful Giving, aſſured his Auditory that that was 
the certain Way to compaſs. Riches: He moved 
therewith, reſolved diligently to follow the Coun- 
ic], and expect the Ie; which was ſuch as 
now created ſo much Wonder, At that Time 
hen this was tellin 97 the Doctor's Sermon of the 
The Þ Fear Man's Tything, was juſt come out. He 
therefore willing to improve the Opportunity, con- 


felled that he himſelf was that Preacher which Dr. 


Potter. referred to, and that there was the very 
Sermon; which immediate) giving to this Viſi- 
tant, he deſired Almighty Gen it "_ *. _ 
* Effect on him. PP 


As to the Way and very — of his Cha- 
1115 even that was 2 Part of it. One great Cate 
of his was to diſpoſe of his Reliefs ſo as 4 be moſt 
ſeaſonable ; to which Purpoſe he had bis Agents 
fill employed to give him punctual Notice of Oc- 
currents in their ſeveral Stations. His next En- 
Et was to diſpenſe them ſo as to be moſt en- 
Jo Perſons of Quality be conſulted to 

Fe their {Modeſty as well as Needs; taking 
der they ſhould rather find than receive Alms; 
and Men they were provided for, ſhou d nat 
guels by what Means: they were ſo To thoſe 
Who were aſſiſted immediately from bis Hand, he 
over and abaxe beſtowed the Charities of hearty 
indneſs; in the ef an. of which he was not 
b ed by his Humility, but much more by 
ure 3 — Act oi Giving, tant 
„ 80 * * wor! 
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_ ANOTHER Circumſtance in the Doctor's Libe- 
rality not to be paſſed over was, his Choice of what 
he gave; his Care that it ſhould not be of Things 
vile and refuſe, but of the very beſt be had. I: 
happened that a Servant in the Family being trou- 
bled with the Gout, the Doctor gave Order that he 
ſhould have ſome of the Plaiſter which he uſed in the 
like Extremity: But the Store of that being almoſt 
ſpent, the Perſon entruſted with this Office gave uf 
another Sort, which was of ſomewhat leſs Reputa- 
tion. Which Practice the Doctor within a While 
coming to know, was extremely troubled at it, 
and complained of that unſeaſonable Kindneſs to 
him, which diſcegarded the preſſing Wants of ano- 
ther, and thereby gave him a Diſquiet parallel to 
that which a Fit of the Gout would have done. 


Bur beſides this of Giving, the Alms of Lending 
had an eminent Place in the Practice of the Doctor. 
When he ſaw a Man honeſt and induftrious, he 
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* would truſt him with aSum, and let him pay it again 
e at ſuch Times, and in ſuch Proportions, as he found 
ſt himſelf able: Withal when he did ſo, he would 
ts add his Counſel too, examine the Perſon's Condi- 


1 
' 


tion, and contrive with him how the preſent Sum 


- might be moſt advantageouſly diſpoſed ; ſt ill cloſing 
w- the Diſcourſe with Prayer for Gop's Bleſſing. and 
0 after that diſmiſſing him with inſinite Aftabiliiy 
Ta and, Kindneſs. In which Performance, as he whs 
T exuberant to all, ſo moſt eſpecially to ſuch as were 
at of an inferior Degree; giving this for a Rule to 
ſe thoſe of his Friends that were of Eſtate and Qua- 
IE lity, to “ treat their poor Neighbours with ſuchea 
77 Chearfulneſs, that they may be glad to have met 
ot with them.“ And as upon the Grnunds af Hu- 
* manity be never ſuffered any Body to wait iat 
4- came to ſpeak with him, tho' upon a mae Vie, 
* 


dat broke off his beloved Studies; ſo with ane 
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Body would f| with him. Such of all others 
de loved not to delay; and ſo much he deſired that 
ae that when the Lady of 
the Houſe, diverted either by his Diſcourſe, or 
ſome other Occaſion, delayed the Clients of her 
Charity in Alms, or that other moſt commendable 
one in Surgery, he in his friendly . ne 
chide her out of the Room. 


As Poverty thus recommended to o the DoRtor's 
Kindneſs, in an eſpecial Manner it did fo when 
Piety was added to it: Upon which Score a mean 
Perſon in the Neighbourhood, one Houſeman, a 
Weaver by Trade, but by Weakneſs unable to 
follow any Employment, was extremely his Fa- 
vourite. Him he uſed with a moſt affectionate 
Freedom, gave him leveral of his Books, and ex- 
amined his Progreſs in them; invited him, nay 
tuned him, till to come to him for whatever 
2 and at his Death left him ten Pounds. 
A res before which, he and the Lady P—— 
de e king, Houſeman happened to — by, 
m after the had talked a While, he 
et him paſs; yet ſoon after called him with theſe 
Words, Houſeman, if it ſhould pleaſe God that 
1 ſhould be taken from this Place, let me make a 
Bargain between my Lady and you, that you be 
Faure to come to her with the ſame Freedom ou 
„ rodeo nn want.“ t 


Non vill this Treatment from the Dodo: Go 
way Thing ſtrange to them that ſhall conſider how 
low a Rate he put upon thoſe uſual Diſtinctions, 
Birth or Riches, and withal how high a Value on 
: the Souls of Men; for them he had fo unmanage- 

able a Paſſion, that it oſten broke out into Words 
1 Effect; O hat @-glorious Thing; how 


rich 
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rich à Prize for the nce of a Man's whole 
Life, were it to be the Inſtrument of reſcuing one 
Soul?“ Accordingly in the Purſuit of this Deſign 
he not only waſted himſelf in | perpetual Toil of 
Study, but moſt diligently attended the Offices, of 
his Calling, and that many Times when he was 
in ſo ill a Condition of Health, that all befides 
himſelf thought it impoſſible, at leaſt very unfity 
for him to do it. His Subjects were ſuch as had 
eee. Influence, which he preſſed with moſt af- 


ionate Tenderneſs, making Tears Part of his 
O And if he obſerved his Sermons to have 


failed of the deſired. Effect, it was Matter of great 
Sadneſs. to him; where, inſtead of accuſing the Pars 
ties concerned, (be charged himſelf. that his, Pers 
ſormances were incompetent, and would ſollici- 
touſiy enquire what he might do to ſpeak more 
plainly. or more mavingly; and whether his ex- 
temporary. Wording might not be a Deſect) 
v {*t] 72 LS 3. +" $13 zi©2- Bd J 1 17 + LF od {5261 1 
| BaziDes this, be liderally . diſpenſed; all other 
ſpiritual Aids: From the Time that the Childien 
of the Family became capable of it, till his Deathy 
he made it a Part of his daily Buſineſs to inſtruct 
them, alloting the Interval betwixt Prayers and 


Dinner, to that Work, obſerving. diligently the 


little Deviations of their Manners, and apply ing 


enſaare the Servants alſo to their Benefit, on Sun 
days in the Afternoon he catechiſed the Children 
in his Chamber, giving Liberty, nay Invitation, 
to as many as would to come and bear, hoping 
they. might admit the Truths obliquely, levelled, 
which Baſhfulneſs perſuaded: not to enquire; ors 
left they thereby ſhould o¼n the Fault of. former 
Inadvertence. Beſides, he publickly declared him 
ſelf ready and deſirous to aſſiſt any Petſon ſingle, 
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to come at their leiſure Hours, when any did fo, 
he uſed all Arts of Encouragement and obliging 
Condeſcenſion; inſomuch that having once got the 
Scullion in his Chamber upon that Errand, ' he 
would not give him the Uneaſineſs of ſtanding, but 
made him fit down by his Side: Though in other 
Caſes, amidſt his infinite Humility, he knew well 
how to aſſert the Dignity of his Place and Func- 
tion. | . $4 8. } 2336 Wl 


* 


Uros this Ground of ardent Love ta Souls, a 
very diſconſolate and almoſt deſponding Perſon 
happening ſome Years ſince to come to him to un- 
load the Burden of his Mind, he kept him private- 
y in his Chamber for ſeveral Days, 'anfwering 
every Scruple which — Temper of Mind 

„and with unwearicd Patience attending 
for thoſe little Arguments which in him were 
much more eaſily filenced than ſatisfied. This 
Practice continued till he at laſt diſcovered his Im- 
preſſions had the deſired Effect, which proceeded 
carefully in this Method, that Duty ſtill precede: 

Promiſe, and {tri Endeavour made Way for 
| Comfort. £ 12 RR HR 24 T2 93% 4 6 116 S987 © ; 


O che ſame Motive, when ſome Vears ſinee of 
a young Min, (who by the Encouragement of an e 
Uncle, formerly the Head of an Houſe in Oxford, I /* 
dad been bred up to Learning, bu by his Eject- de 
ment was diverted from that Couiſe io a Country it 
Life, and being ſo, was alſo married and had 0 
Children) amidft his Avocations continued to em- 4. 
ploy his vacant Hours in Study, and happening on Iſl '* 
ſome- of the Doctor's | Writings, was ſo affected S 
with them, as to leave his Wife, and Family, and 2 
Employment, to ſeek out the Doctor himſelf; the hit 
Doctor met this unknown romantick Undertaker 


with his accuſtomed Kindneſs, and moſt readily 


received 
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received him into his Care for ſeveral Years, af- 
fording him all Aſſiſtance both in Studies and tem. 
poral Support, till he at laſt arrived at good Pro- 
hciency in Knowledge, and is at e a _—_ 
uſeful. il Perſon in the Church. | 


Non could this Zeal to the eternal Intereſt of 
Souls be ſuperſeded b any Sight of Danger. The 
laſt Year one in the Neighbourhood mortally ſick 
of the Small Pox 5 — the Doctor to come to 
him, as ſoon as he heard. of it, though the Diſeaſe 
did then prove , more than uſually: fatal, and the 
Doctor's Age and Complexion threatened it parti- 
cularly | ſo to him, he frayed only fo long as to be 
fatisfied whether the Party was % ſenſible that a 
Viſit might be of Uſe, and then N went, 
telling the Perſon that happened be preſent that 
« he ſhould be as much in n Gon ande in the 
« ſick Man's Chamber as in his own:” And not 
content with going once, appointed the next Day 


to have returned again; which he had done, had 


not the Patient's 2 abſolved him of * Reer 
miſe. f : E 
Bur though t to advance the prank ks 
of all was his unlimited Defign and Endeavour, 
yet to. nouriſh and advance To early Virtue of 


young Perſons was his more choſen Study: When 


he faw ſuch. an one, he would contrive Ways to 
inſinuate endear himſelf, lay Hold of every 
Opportunity to repreſent the Beauty, Pleaſure and 
Advantage of a pious Life; and on the. other Side 
the Toil, the Danger and the Miſchief of brutal. 
denſuality: Withal he would be ſtill performing 
Courteſies, thereby to oblige of very en to 
. e Duty to Gop. 
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"AND as the Doctor laboured in the Reſcue of 


fingle Perſons, he had an Eye therein to Multi- 


tudes; for wherever he had lied the Seeds of 
Piety, he preſently caſt about to propagate — 
thereby to others; engaging all his Converts * not 
to be aſhamed of Religion, but own the ſeducjng 
Men to Gop with as much Confidence 'as others 
uſe when they are Factors for the Devil; and in- 
Read of lying on the defenfive Part, he ve in 
Charge to chuſe the other of the Aſſailant.“ This 
Method he commended “ not only as the 
Service to our Neighbour, but as the greateſt Secu- 
rity to ourſelves; it being like the not expecting a 
Wat at Home, but carrying it Abroad into the 
Enemies Country. And Nothing in the Chriftian's 
Warfare he judged ſo dan angerous as a Truce, and 
the Ceffarion of Hoſtility.“ And whereas young 
People are uſed to Varuith their F orbearance of 
. Actions by a Pretence to Humility, ſaying, 
they are 1 to do this or thats” as not bo 
able to do it well, he affured them this was a. 
rant Pride, and Nothing „ 


- His Meekneſs to thoſe that ſlighted bim, wy 
diſparaged his Abilities, was almoſt incredible. As 
he was never angry with his pertinacious Difſenters 
for not being of his Mind; no more was he in the 
leaſt with his ſcornful Oppoſites. Such was the 
Habitual Maſtery he had rained over himſelf, that 
the ſtricteſt Conſiderers of his Actions Have not in 
ten Years perpetual Converſatiun ſeen his Paſſion 
betray him to an indecent Speech. A 


Non was his Sufferance of other Kinds len ex- 
emptary than that be evidenced'in the Reception f 
Calumny and Reproach: For though Pain wer: 
that to which he yas uſed tf he was of all 

Things 
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Things maſt a Coward, yet being under it he 
ſhewed an eminent Conſtancy and perfect Reſigna- 


tion. 


Ar the Approach of Sickneſs his fiſt Conſidera- 
tion was, „ what Failing had provoked the pre- 
ſent Chaſtiſement,” and to that Purpoſe he made 
his carneſt Prayer to Gop (and enjoined his 
Friends to do the like) “ to convince him of it; 
nor only ſo, but tear and fend away, though by 
the greateſt Violence and ſharpeſt Diſcipline, what- 
ever was diſpleaſing in his Eyes, and grant not 
only Patience, but Fruitfulneſs under the Rod.” 
Then by repeated Acts of Submiſhon would he 
deliver himſelf up into Gop's Hands to do with 
him as ſeemed Him good; amidſt the ſharpeſt 
Pains meckly invoking Him, and faying, God's 
holy Ill ill be done. And even then when on the 
Rack of Torture, would be obſerving every Cir- 
cumſtance of Allay: When it was the Gout, he 
would give Thanks it was not the Stone or Cramp; 
when it was the Stone, he would ſay it was not ſo 
ſharp as others felt, accuſing his Impatience that 
it appeared ſo bad to him as it did. And when 
ſome Degree of Health was given, he exerted all 
his Strength in a Return of Thanks to the Author 
of it, which he performed with moſt chearful Piety, 
frequently reflecting on the Pſalmiſt's Phraſe, that 
it was a joyful T hing to be thankful. | 


He was a moſt diligent Obſerver of every Bleſ- 
ſing he received, and had them ſtill in Readineſs 
to confront with thoſe Preſſures he at any Time 
lay under, In the Intermiſſions of his importunate 
Maladies he would with full Acknowledgement. 
mention the great Indulgence, that he «© who had 
in his Conſtitution the Cauſe of ſo much Pain till 
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dwelling with him, ſhould yet by God's immedi- 
ate interpoſing be reſcued from the Effect.” 


To facilitate yet more this his Serenity and 
Calm of Mind, he laid this Rule before him, 
« Never to trouble himſelf with future Events, 
being reſolved of our Saviour's Maxim, that /- 
cient to the Day is the Evil 1 ; and that it were 
the greateſt Folly in the World to perplex one's 
Self with that which perchance will never come, 
but if it ſhould, then Gop who ſent it will diſpoſe 


it to the beſt, moſt certainly to his Glory, which 


ſhould fatisfy us; and, unleſs it be our Fault, as 
certainly to our Good, which, if we be not 
ſtrangely unreaſonable, muſt ſatisfy in Reference 
to ourſelves. Beſides all this, in the very Diſpen- 
ſation Gop will not fail to give ſuch Allay as (like 
the coo] Gales under the Line) will make the 
A Heats of Suffering very ſupportable.“ In 
u 


ch Occaſions he uſually ſubjoined Epictetuss Di- 


lemma, Either the Thing before us is in our 


© Power, or it is not; if it be, let us apply the 


© Remedy, and there will be no Motive for Com- 
„ plaint; if it be not, the Grief is utterly imper- 
<& tinent, fince it can do no Good.” ” Sat the 
ſame Author he annexed this Conſideration, That 
every Thing has two Handles; if the one prove 
„ hot, and not to be touched, we may take the 
© other that is more temperate,” And in every 
Occurrent he wou'd be ſure to find ſome cool 
Handle that he might lay Hold of. 


To enforce all this, he made a conſtant Re- 
courſe to the Experience of Gop's dealing with 
him in preceding Accidents, which however dread- 
ful at a Diſtance, at a nearer View loſt much of 
their Terror. And for others that he ſaw per- 
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plexed about the Management of their difficult Af- 


fairs, he was wont to aſk them, when they 
would begin to truſt Gop, or permit Him to 
vern the World? Beſides, unto himſelf and 
Friends he was wont ſolemnly to give this Man- 
date, Quod ſis eſſe velis, nibilgue malis; in his 
Engliſh, to rather Nothing; not only to be content 
or acquieſce, but know the preſent State to be the 
very beſt that could be wiſhed or fancied. 


AND thus all private Concernments he paſſed 
over with perfect Indifference ; the World and its 
Appendages hanging fo looſe about him, that he 
never took Notice when any Part dropt off, or fate 
uneaſily. Herein indeed he was thoughtful, if 
Somewhat intervened that had Duty appendant to 
it; in which Caſe he would be ſolicitous to diſcern 
where the Obligation lay ; but he preſently reſcued 
himſelf from that Diſquiet by his Addreſſes unto 
God in Prayer and Faſting: And if the Thing in 
Queſtion were of Moment, he called in the Devo- 
tions of his Friends. | 


Or all other Things he moſt diſliked the being 


left to make a Choice; and hugely applauded the 


State of Subjection to a Superior, where an obſe- 
quious Diligence was the main Ingredient of Duty; 
as alſo he did the State of Subjection to Preſſure, as 
a Privilege and Blefling. And though he prayed 
as heartily as any Perſon for the Return of the Na- 
tion from Captivity, he always firſt premiſed the 
being made receptive of ſuch Mercy by Repentance. 
He would often both publickly and privately aſſert, 
That proſperous Iniquity would not be Deli- 
verance, but Judgment; that the Nation duri 
its Preſſures was under the Diſcipline of GoD, and 
ſhould the Almighty diſmiſs us from his Hands, and 
put us into our own, give us up to ourſelves, with 
1 1 3 Why 
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Aby ſhould ye be ſmitten any more? this were of all 
Inflictions the moſt dreadful.” Though with ad- 
mirable Æquanimity he could run over the black 
Annals of the Nation, while its Calamities were 
reckoned up, he could ſcarce hear the ſlighteſt 
Mention of its incotrigible Guilt, without gif- 
folving into Tears. . 


DuRixG the Current of that Tyranny which 
for ſo many Years we all groaned under, he kept 
4 conſtant Serenity and Unthoughtfulneſs in out- 
ward Accidents; but the approaching Change gave 
him Somewhat of penſive Recollection, inſomuch 
that he broke forth into theſe Words, I muſt 
confeſs I never ſaw that Time in all my Life 
wherein I could fo chearfully ſay my Nunc dimittis 
as now. Indeed I do dread Profperity, I do really 
dread it. For the little Good I am now able to 
do, I can do it with Deliberation and Advice; but 
if it pleaſe God I ſhould live and be called to any 
higher Office in the Church, I muſt then do many 
Things in a Hurry, and ſhall not have Time to 
conſult with others, and I ſufficiently apprehend 
the Danger of relying on my own Judgment.” 
Which Words he ſpake with the greateſt Concera 


of earneſt melting Paſſion imaginable. - Accordingly 


it pleaſed Almighty Gop to deal; having granted 
to his Servent a gracious Anſwer to his Prayer in 
the then every Day expected Reception of his ſa- 
cred Majeſty, to remove him to ſold and unmixed 
Rewards. 


Ar the Opening of the Year 1660, when every 


Thing viſibly tended to the Reduction of his Ma- 


Jjellys the Doctor was by the Fathers of the Church 
deſired to repair to London, to aſſiſt in the Compo- 


ſure of Breaches in the Church; which Summons 


as he reſolved not to diſobey, ſo could he not 
. - 2 without 
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Dr. H. Hammond. 8 
without much Violence to his Inelinations ſubmit 
to. But finding it his Duty, he diverted all Un- 
eaſineſs, and prepared himſelf for this new Theatre 
of Affairs. His firſt Care was to fortify his Mind 
againſt the uſual Temptations of Buſineſs, Place, 
and Power. And to this Purpoſe, beſides his ear- 
neſt Prayers to Gop for his Aſſiſtance, and Diſ- 
poſal of him _— to his Glory, and a diligent 
Survey of all his Inclinations, and of his more 
open and leſs defenſible Parts, he farther ſolemn- 
ly adjured that Friend of his with whom he had 
then the neareſt Opportunity of Commerce, to ſtu- 
dy and examine the laſt ten Years of his Life, and 
with the Juſtice due to a Chriſtian Friendſhip to 
obſerve his Failings of all Kinds, and ſhew them 
to him. . 


AND now conſidering the Nation was under its 
great Criſis, and that its Cure, if imperfect, would 
only make Way to mote fatal Sickneſs, he fell to 
his Devotions on that Behalf, and made thoſe two 
excellent Prayers which were publiſhed immediately 
after his Death, and were almoſt the laſt Thing he 
wrote. | 


BRING in this State of Mind, fully prepared for 


that new Courſe of Life, which had Nothing to 


recommend it to his Taſte but its Unpleaſantneſs, 
he expected hourly the peremptory Mandate which 
was to call him forth out of his beloved Retirements. 


Bur in the Inſtant, a more importunate, tho? 
infinitely more welcome Summons him 
on his laſt Journey: For on the 4th of pril he 
was ſeized by a ſharp Fit of the Stone, with thoſe 
Symptoms that are uſual in ſuch Caſes; which y 
pon the Voidance of a Stone ceaſed for that Time. 

er on the 8th of the ſame Month it returned 
E 3 again 
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Again with greater Violence; and though after two 
Days the Pain decreaſed, the Suppreſſion of Urine 

et continued, with frequent Vomitings, and a 
Diftention of the whole Body, and likewiſe Short- 
neſs of Breath, upon any little Motion. He ſeemed 
to have a certain Knowledge of the Iſſue of his 
Sickneſs; and whereas at other Times, when he 
ſaw his Friends fearful, he was uſed to reply, „that 
he was not dying yet.” Now in the whole Cur- 


rent of his Diſeaſe, he never ſaid any Thing to 


avert Suſpicion, but told his Friends, “ he ſhould 
leave them in God's Hands, who could ſupply 
abundantly all the Aſſiſtance they could either ex- 
pect or deſire from him.” And when he obſerved 
one of them with ſome Earneſtneſs pray for his 
Health, he with tender Paſſion replicd, „ ob- 
ſerve your Zeal ſpends itſelf all in that one Petition 
for my Recovery; in the Interim you have no 
Care of me in my greateſt Intereſt, which is, that 
I may be E fitted for my Change: I pray 
let ſome of your Fervour be employed that Way.” 
And being preſſed to make it his own Requeſt to 
Gop to be continued longer in the World, to the 
Service of the Church, he immediately began a ſo- 
lemn Prayer, which contained firſt a very humble 
and melting Acknowledgment of Sin, and a moſt 
earneſt Interceſſion for Mercy and Forgiveneſs 
through the Merits of his Saviour: Next reſigning 


himſelf entirely into his Maker's Hands, he begged 


« that if the Divine Wiſdom intended him for 
Death, he might have a due Preparation for it; 
but if his Life might be in any Degree uſeful to 
the Church, even to one ſingle Soul, then Gon 
would continue him, and by his Grace enable him 


to employ that Life induftriouſly and ſucceſsfully.” 


After this, he with great Affection interceded for 
this Church and Nation, and with particular Vi- 


tian 


gour prayed for © ſincere Performance of Chriſ- 
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tian Duty now ſo much decayed, to the equal Sup- 
planting and Scandal of that holy Calling; that 
thoſe who profeſſed that Faith might live accord- 
ing to the Rules of it, and to the Fm of Godli- 
neſs ſuperadd the Power.” This with ſome Repe- 
titions and more Tears he purſued, and at ſaſt 
cloſed all in a Prayer for the Family where he was. 
With this he frequently bleſſed Crop for fo far in- 
dulging his Infirmity, as to make his Diſeaſe ſo 
painleſs to Him; withal to ſend it before he took 
his Journey, whereas it might have taken him in 
the Way, with far greater —9 95 | 


Non did he in this Exigence deſiſt from the 
Exerciſe of his accuſtomed Candour and Sweetneſs, 
whereby he uſed to entertain the Addrefles of the 
greateſt Strangers. For two Scholars coming at 
this Time to fee him, when it appeared they were 
ſuch as he had no Acquaintance with, though they 
that were about the Doctor propoſed that a civil 
Excuſe might be made, and the Viſitants diſmiſſed, 


he reſiſted the Advice with great Earneſtneſs, ſay- 


ing, “ I will by no Means have them ſent away; 
for I know not how much they may be concerned 
in the Errand they come about.” And when 
upon Trial it appeared that a Complement was the 
whole Affair, yet the Doctor ſeemed much ſatisfied. 


LiKEwisSE his own Neceſſities, however preſ- 
ſing, diverted not his Concern for thoſe of others. 
A Neighbouring Lady languiſhing under a long 
Weakneſs, he took * that the Church- Office 
for the Sick ſhould be daily ſaid in her Behalf. At 
the Beginning of the Doctor's Illneſs the Chaplain 
made no other Variation, than to change the Sin- 
gular into the Plural: But when his Dan in- 


creaſed, he thought fit to pray peculiarly for him; 
which he would by no Means admit, but ſaid, 


„O no, 


finite Humility, which di 
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O no, poor Soul, let not me be the Cauſe of 


excluding her;“ and accordingly had thoſe Prayers 
continued in the more comprehenſive Latitude. 


On the 20th of April, being Good. Friday, he 


folemnly received the Sacrament; and again on the 
22d of April, Kafter- Day. At which Time when 
the Number of Communicants was too great to 
have Place in his Bed-Chamber, and the whole 
Office was too long for him to go through with, 


it was ordered, that the Service being performed 


in the uſual Apartment, a competent Number 
ſhould afterwards come up and communicate with 
him: Which though he allowed as moſt fitting, 
yet he did fo with Grief, breaking out into this 
paſſionate Complaint, «« Alas! muſt I be excom- 
municated?” To be abſent from any Part of 
publick Worſhip he thus deeply reſented : So far 
was he from their Opinion, who in their moſt 
healthful Days make this not their Penance, but 


Choice. 


 AmiDsT his Indiſpoſition of all Parts, in the 
Act of Celebration, his Devotion only was not 
faint, but moſt vigorous; = equalled by his in- 
covered itſelf as in his 
rtment, ſo particularly in that his pathetical 
Ejaculation, which brake forth at the hearing of 
thoſe Words of the Apoſtle, ' Fejus Chrift came into 
the World te fave Sinners; unto which he rejoined, 
Of whom I am the Chief. 


Bur now through the long Suppreſſion of Urine 
the Blood being grown thin and ſerous, the Doctor 
fell into a violent Bleeding at the Noſe; at which 
the By-ſtanders being in Aſtoniſhment, he chear- 
fully admoniſhed “ to lay afide Impatience in his 


Behalf, and to wait Gop's Leiſure, whofe Seaſons 


Were 
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were ſtil] the beſt;” withal thankfully acknow- 
jedged Gop's Mercy in the Diſpenſation, alledg- 


ing, “ that to bleed to Death was one of the moſt 
deſirable Paſſages out of this World.” | 


AND he very juſtly made this Obſervation; for 
it pleaſed the Divine Providence ſtrangely to bal- 
lance the Symptoms of the Doctor's Diſeaſe to his 
Advantage: For the ſharp Pains of the Stone were 
allay'd by that Heavineſs of Senſe which the recoil- 
ing of ſerous Moiſture into the Habit of the Body 
occaſioned ; and when that Oppreſſion endangered 
a lethargick Torpour, he was retained from that 
by the Flux of Blood. Which feveral Accidents 
iucceeded one the other, infomuch that in this 
whole Time of Sickneſs he neither had long Vio- 
lence of Torment, nor Diminution of his intel-. 
lectual Faculties. And here this violent Bleedin 
being of itſelf even miraculouſly ſtopt, when all 
Applications were ineffectual, a Drowſineſs ſuc- 
cecding, at the Time of Prayers, tho' he returned 
every: Reſponſe, he ſadly reſented it, ſaying, 
« Alas! this is all the Return J ſhall make to his 
Mercy, to ſleep at Prayers.“ 


WHex he was in Pain he often prayed for Pa- 
tience, and while he did ſo, evidenced that his 
Prayer was heard; | for he exerciſed not only that, 
but Thankfulneſs too, in his greateſt Extremity 
crying out, Blefled be Gop, bleſſed be Gop. 

Nox did he, according to the uſual Method, 
inflict his Sickneſs vpon thoſe about him, by 
Peeviſhneſs diſquieting his Attendants; but was 
pleaſed with every Thing that was done, and lik-4 
every Thing that was brought, condeſcending to 
all Propoſals, and obeying with all Readineſs every 
Advice of his Phyſicians, Nor was it 9 he 
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ſhould ſo accept the Endeavours of his Friends, 
who had tender Kindneſs: for his Enemies, even 
the moſt inveterate and bloody. When the Defeat 
of Lambert and his Party was told him, his only 
Triumph was that of his Charity, ſaying with 
Tears in his Ey cs, „ Poor Souls! I befeech Gon 
forgive them.“ So habitual was Compaſſion to his 
Soul, that all Repreſentations concentered there: 
Views had ſtill his Prayers, becauſe he loved it; 


and Vice enjoyed * 125 becauſe it wanted 


them. 


Az this Time he adminifiered Relicfs tothoſe 
about him, mixing Advices with his Prayers, and 
twiſting the Tenderneſs of a Friend to that of the 


Chriſtian. He diſpenſed his beſt of Legacies, his 


Bleflings ; moſt paffionztely exhorting the young 
growing Hopes of the Family, whoſe. firft Inno- 
cence and Shame of daing Ill he above all Things 
laboured to have preferved; to be juſt to the Ad- 
vantage of their Education, and maintain inviolate 
their firſt baptiſmal Vows: Then he more gene- 
rally commended to all the great Advantage of 
mutual friendly Admonitions. On which Occaſion 
when the good Lady aſked him what more ſpecial 
Thing he would recommend to her for her whole 
Life, he briefly replied, Uniform Obedience : 
Whereby he meant not only ta ſincere Reception 
of Duty, becauſe commanded, and not becauſc it 
Is Tabor or honourable, or perchance cheap or 
eaſy; but withal the very Condition of Obey ing, 
of not being to chuſe for one's Self ; the being de- 
termined in all Propoſals by human or divine 


Command; and where thoſe left us at large by 
Afi 


the Guidance of God's Na or och or the 
tance of a F riend. 


Bur 
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BuT amidſt theſe happieſt Anodynes of Sickneſs, 
the 25th of April drew on, wherein his Flux of 
Blood breaking forth again with greater Violence, 
was not to be ſtopt by outward Applications, nor 
Revulſives of any Kind; *till at laſt the Fountain 
being exhauſted, the Torrent ceaſed its Courſe ; 
for the Doctor leaving off to bleed about Three in 
X the Afternoon, became weak and diſpirited, and 
cold in the extreme Parts, having Strength only to 

perſevere in his Devotions, which he did to the 
laſt Moment of his Life, a few Minutes before his 
Death breathing out thoſe Words, „Lok, make 
Haſte.” ; wg! 


AND ſo upon that very Day on which the Par- 
liament convened, which laid the Foundation of 
our Liberty, this great Champion of Religion, as 
if reſerved for Maſteries and Combats, for Perſe- 
cution and Sufferings, was taken hence. 


THe dead Body being opened, the principal and 
vital Parts appeared ſound ; only the right Kidney, 
or rather its Remainder, was hard and knotty, and 
in its Cavity, beſides ſeveral little ones, was a 
large Stone of the Figure of an Almond, though 
much bigger, whoſe leſſer End was fallen into the 
Ureter, and as a Stopple cloſed it up; fo that it is 
probable that Kidney had fer divers Years been in 
a Manner uſeleſs. The other Kidney was ſwoln 
beyond the natural Proportion, otherwiſe not much 
4 decayed ; but within the Ureter four Fingers 
Breadth a round white Stone was lodged, which 
was ſo faſtened in the Part, that the Phyſician with 
el his Probe could not ſtir it, and was fain at laſt to 
aut it out; and ſo exactly it Ropt the Paſſage, that 

upon the Diſſection the Water before encloſed 
7 eaſhed forth in great Abundance: From whenee-it 
appeared perfectly impoſſible for Art to have = 
| nobl 
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nobled itſelf in the Preſervation of this great Per- 
ſon; as it was alſo manifeſt, that Nothing but the 
Confkquences of his indefatigable Study took him 
from us, in the 55th Year of his Life. 


On the Morrow in the Evening, the 26th Day 
of the fame Month, he was, according to his 
Deſire, without Oftentation or Pomp, though with 
becoming Decency, buried at the Neighbour- 
Church of Hampton, with the uſual Rites of the 
Church of England, ſeveral of the Gentry and 
Clergy of the —— and affectionate Multitudes 
of Perſons of leſs Quality attending on his Obſe - 
quies, the Clergy with Ambition offering them- 
{elves to bear him on their Shoulders; which 
accordingly they did, and Jaid that ſacred Burden 
in the Burial place of the generous Family which 
with ſuch Fricndſhip had entertained him when 
alive; where now he refts in Peace, and full Aſſu- 
rance of a glorious Reſurrection, 


HAavinG thus given a faithful, though | imper- 


fect Draught of this excellent Perſon, it may 
poſhbly be neither uſeleſs nor unacceptable to offer 
a Requeſt to the Reader in his Behalf, and ſhew 
him an Expedient whereby he may pay his Debt 
of Gratitude, and eminently oblige this holy une 
though now with Gop. 


IT is this, to add unto his Account in the Day 
of Retribution by taking Benefit by his Perfor- 
mances ; and as he being dead yet ſpeaks, fo let 
him perſuade likewiſe, 


- THarT the coyetous Reader would now put off 
Eis ſordid Vice, and take Courage to be liberal, 


allured by bis n that if in the worſt of 
Times 
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Times Profuſeneſs could mak 
never bring to Beggary. | 


THAT the Proud would deſcend from his fond 
Heights, inſtructed here that lowly Meekneſs ſhall 
compaſs Reſpect, and inſtead of Hate or Flattery 
be waited on with Love and Veneration. i 


e rich, Charity ſhall 


THAT the Debauched or Idle would leave his 
lewd unwarrantable Joys, convinced that ſtrĩẽt and 
rugged Virtue made an Age of Sunſhine, a Life of 
conſtant Smiles, amidſt the dreadfulleſt Tempeſts; 
taught the Gout, the Stone, the Cramp, the Cho- 
lick, to be treatable Companions, and made it eli- 
gible to live in bad Times and die in flouriſhing. 


Tur the angry Man, who calls Paſſion at 
leaſt Juſtice, poſſibly Zeal and Duty, would be- 
lieve that Arguments may be anſwered by ſaying 
Reaſon, Calumnies by ſaying No, and R 
by ſaying Nothing. 


THAT the employed in Buſineſs would from 
hence diſmiſs their Fears of regular Piety, their 
Suſpicion that Devotion would hinder Diſpatch of 
Affairs; ſince his conſtant Office (like the Prayer 
of Joſhua, which made the Sun ſtand ſtill) ſeemed 
to render unto him each Day as long as two. 


THAT the ambitious Perſon, eſpecially the Ec- 
cleſiaſtick, would think Employment and high 
Place a Stewardſhip, that renders Debtors both to 
Gop and Man; a Reſidence at once of conſtant 
Labour and Attendance too; a Precipice that e- 
qually expoſes to Envy and to Ruin; and conſe- 
quently that which ſhould be our greateſt Fear and 
Terror, but at no Hand our Choice; fince it was 
that which this heroick was not aſhamed 

Vol. XLIX. — to 


ailings _ 


62 The Liee, c. 


to own a Dread of, and whoſe Appearan ce rendered 
Death itſelf a Reſcue. n 


Laſtly, THAT the narrow ſelf - deſigning Perſon, 
who underſtands no Kindneſs but Advantage; the 
Senſual], that knows no Love but Luſt; the Vain. 
perate, that own no Companion but Drink, may 
all at once from him reform their brutiſh Errors; 
fince he has made it evident, that a Friend does 
fully ſatisfy theſe diſtant and importunate Deſires, 
being as the moſt innocent and certainly ingenuous 
Entertainment, ſo beſides that the higheſt Mirth, 
the greateſt Intereſt, and ſureſt Pleaſure in the 


World. 


PERSUASIONS to Piety are now uſually in Scorn 
called Preaching ; but it is to be hoped that this, 
how contemptible ſoever. it be grown, will be no 
Indecency in this Inſtance; that it will not be ab- 
ſurd if his Hiſtory, who deſervedly was reckoned 
among the beſt of Preachers, ſhould bear a Corre- 
ſpondence to its Subject, and cloſe with an Appli- 
cation: That it adjures all Perſons to be what they 

romiſed Gon Almighty they would be in their 
Kaufs Vows, what they fee the glorious Saints 
and Martyrs and Confeflors,. and in particular this 
holy Man has been before them; be what is moſt 
honourable, moſt caſy and advantageous at preſent; 
and, in a Word, to render themſelves ſuch as they 
deſire to be upon their Death-beds, and then 
would be for ever. TY GA Y | 
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Touching ſome Things that bappened to me 
from my Birth til I was Seventeen Years 
old ; | | | | " IILY 


1. WAS born in the North of Scotland, in 
1639, Fuly 29th, and was not like to live, 
but the Loxp healed me; for the evil Hu- 

mours broke out in Boils great and numerous: 

My Diſpoſition was fullen, and I loved not to 

wear gawdy Clothes; nor had I any wife Tales like 

_ Children, fo that I gave no Occaſion to my 

arents to repeat them, as Parents uſually do with 

Fondneſs. | 


1 2. YET 
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2. YET the Loxp was doing me Good all the 


While. I overpaſs common Mercies, and mention 
one that was remarkable. My Mother bei 

obliged to come South, to be out of the Way of 
a cruel Enemy, lived with a Relation in à Bo- 


rough-town on the Coaſt- ſide: I was very un- 


ruly, and therefore kept under ſome Awe and Re- 
ſtraint from wandering: Abroad when | pleaſed; 
but this encreaſed my Defire to ramble the more. 
At a Time I ſliped out, unknown to any, to a 


Garden where was a deep Well; when once I got 


out of Doors, I ran as hard as ever I could, and, 
not taking Heed where I went, I fell in a By-path 
which carried me directly ro the Well before ſpoken 
of, open above, and overgrown with Graſs, which 
hid the Water from me; fo that before I knew I 
fell over Head in the Well, the Water being very 
deep z only my Hands laid hold on the Graſs that did 
| 534 on the Sides of the Well. Here I continued 
or a 


ed, if Go had not ſent ſome to my Relief; for 
he that was appointed to wait on me not knowing 
whither I went, the mere Providence of Gop led 
him out to ſeck me in the Garden; when coming 
to the further End of it, and, deſpairing to. find 
me, he went back with latention to ſeek me in 
Town, which if he bad done, I had periſhed for 
ever: But the LorDp directing him in his coming 
back to the Well, he caft his Eyes and perceived 
a Hand lying on the Graſs, and, looking more 
narrowly, found it was I; and ſo, with much ado 
pulled me out of the Water, even ready to expire, 
and unable to help myſelf : And after the Water 
was poured out of my Mouth, and I had ſlept 


a While, I was as well as ever, thro” the wonder- 


ful- Goodneſs of Gon. Oh that I may walk 
worthy of this Kindneſs, and that. I may be pre- 
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good Space, and ſhould no doubt have drown- 
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ſerved to do him Service! This happened to me 
during my firft Appearance in the World. 


3. Bxrokz I was converted to Gop in Chriſt, 
I advanced four Steps; and in every one of them 
I had undoubtedly reſted, and fo, mifling of Chri/t, 
I had undoubtedly. periſhed, if I had not been 
beaten out of them: But the Loxp ſeeing me 
ready to reſt in theſe, made them all to break un- 
der me, until at laſt he revealed his Son N to 
my Soul. 


Tas firſt Step, was the getting ſome Prayers 
by Heart, and faying them in a formal Way, 
Morning and Evening; ſo that now I was com- 
pleat as + thought: * Lord likewiſe then was 
drawing my Heart to What was good; for when 
I faid my Prayers Morning and Evening, and did 
not light them, I had much Peace and domfort of 
Heart ; and, when I omitted them, 1 was vexed in 
my. Conſcience. Sometimes tor a While together I 
would omit ſeeking Gop thro? Sloth, and then 
would I be . with fearful Dreams, the 
Voice of which I thought was a Rebuke for omit- 
ting of my Prayers; and for a While after I would 

very zealous; and, when I did any Kind of Duty, 
ons + not be troubled at all ; _ what Evil ſo- 


ever came upon me, I judged it to be for the O- 
miſſion of my Duties, which I looked upon as my 


greateſt Sin. By theſe Means, as the moſt fit for 
me then, did the Lon ſeek to cauſe me to follow 
Good, and to eſchew Evil. 


. Buy VER Mao Ie? not * for I was — 
beaten from this reſting Place. The Means and 
Occaſions were, (I.) Theſe who ſhould have over« 
ſeen me grew Careleſs ; they let me alone, and” 


took no Account of me at all, but entruſted me 
a4 | to 
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to others: And therefore, having no King; I did 
what was Right in my own Eyes, (2.) The Loxp, 


after he had ſeveral Times drawn me to the Yoke 
by fearful Dreams and ſome ſmall Convictions, 


finding that the Impreſſions of theſe Things wore 


off me, that I ſlipped out of the Collar again, and 
not intending that this ſhould be my Reſt, did not 
trouble me; and L not having Changes, but being 


let alone, let Gon and Duty alone, P/alm lv. 19. 


(3 ) Becaufe my Soul was not united to Chri/t the 
ountain, hence any Thing I had vaniſhed and 
periſhed, Jabn xv. 4. (4.) Several Luſts not be- 

deftroved, notwithitanding all my Duties; 
did in the End choke any Good that was ſown. 
(F.) Evil Company did is much Harm ; and, 
thro' continual Converſe with them, I was tram 
formed into their lunge. Thro' theſe Means 
mainly it was that I fell from this State, fo that I 
neglected Duty altogether, and at laſt did fo with- 
out a Challenge, and gave but too much Way to 
other Sins, until Gon uſed new Means, and made 
another Aſſault, which he did thortly 8 

thus: 


| A ſecond Step was the zealous Performance 
of fome Duties, eſpectally Prayer. I know not 
how, and wonder {t/] at it, that, having fo little 
Knowledge, I could be able to conceive. a Prayer, 
and continue therein for ſome reaſonable Time, 


and not only fo, but to delight in it likewiſe, and 


that in a greater Meaſure than I did formerly. 
The Occaſion was this: My Father was ſick and 
like to die, and then ſent for me, having provided 
2 Chaplain to the Houſe, who was to have' the 
Overſight of me likewiſe ; he was a godly, ten- 
der-hearted Man, but none of the deepeſt each : 

And his Zeal appeared ſtill the more, in that there 
was Nothing among ourſclves but either Ignorance, 
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Profaneneſs or Formality ; while he ſeemed to follow 
| the Power of Godlineſs, for which he was generally 
' hated and deſpiſed. He was a great Enemy to Vice, 
: ſuch as Drunkeneſs, Sabbath- breaking and Swear- 
, ing; and being continued our Chaplain after my 
: Father's Death (for about that Tine he died) he 
ſet himſelf to ſpread the ſincere Knowledge of 
t Gop, and to do Good to others; and, for this 
; Cauſe, inſtructed, reproved, and ſet them upon 
, the Practice of Duties. I coming Home, was 
. delivered over to him, and to his Overſight; which 
, was a great Grief to me, not reliſhing his Strict- 

nels. The firſt Night I would have gone to Bed 
; without Prayers; but, as I was putting off my 
, Clothes, he marked my Deſign, and commanded 
; I ſhould fall down on my Knees and recommend 

myſelf to Gop before I went to Bed, which I 
4 obeyed, and ſaid over my Evening-Prayer I had 
| before got by Heart, he rcading his Book in the 
mean I ime. | 


Wass I was in my Bed, the Conſideration of 
my new Yoke made me weep bitterly, The Man 
was lean and hard-favoured, and kept at a great 
Diſtance from me ; and I was ſecretly fearing the. 
* BK [mpolition of greater Burdens upon me. x 


Ox k Day, as we were talking more familiarly 
than ordinarily we were wont, he defired to hear, 
WW Dy Prayers. I thereupon repeated both Morning 
ad Evening Prayers I had learned formerly: To 
1 which he giving Attention, and knowing bath by 
0 the Matter, and my Way of repeating them, that 
| they were a Leſſon which I had learned from 
others, he told me, That, unleſs I had got the 
IK Ppirit of Gop to teach me to pray, I could not 
: go to Heaven; and that all other Prayers proved, 
I ineffeQtual ;., And thereupon, a While after, he. 
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preſſed us that were Childreti to expreſs the pure 
and real Conceivings of our own Hearts, tho' we 
ſhould bututter five Sentences at a Time, and that this 
coming from the Heart was more acceptable to Gop, 
than many and long Prayers taught us by others. 
He likewiſe taught us the Principles of Religion, 
the Meaning of the Belief, the Loxp's Prayer 
and Ten'Commands; and had a You ſtrict Eye 
over us, correcting us ſoundly for Curſing, Swear- 
ing, Lying and Sabbath-breaking ; and obſerved 
our Ways narrowly, and took a fri Account of 
us both as to what we learned and of our Practices, 
but eſpecially of me; ſo that in a ſhort Time, 
thro*' the Lord's Bleſſing, I attained to ſome com- 
petent Meaſure of Knowledge, and left my for- 
mer Ways, and fet about ſecret and publick Du- 
ties, being about eleven Years old at this Time; 
and Uſe made Duties eaſy ; and the Peace I had 
in them, with the. Hopes of a Reward, made me 
delight in them, ſo in a ſhort Time I went about 

them no longer by Conſtraint, but of mine own 
Accord and willingly, and Sometimes would ex- 
ceed what was enjoined me. Every Day, Mor- 
— and Evening, I would bow my Knee, 
read ſome Portion of Scripture, and pray at ſome 
Length, and with ſome Earneſtneſs, but had no ſpi- 
ritual Exerciſe, and no Communication with Gop. 
T likewiſe began to comply with my Pedagogue bet- 
ter, and to love him better; and he ſeeing me profit 
both in Letters and Godlineſs, was more kind to me: 


Nor could he be faid for all his Sttictneſs to be rigid 


tome, inſomuch that for the Space of a whole Year 
I remember not that I was twice whipt; and one 
Time was for ſwearing and playing at. Cards. 


During the Time which he, was with me, being a 


Year and a Half, T learned the moſt of my Gram- 


mat; but this not being my Reſt, I fel! grievouſly 


away from all this Profeſſion and Practice. 
| | - 2. Tux 
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2. THE Steps of this Decay were, (1.) Wan- 
tonneſs and Lightneſs in Time of publick Prayers, 
through a ſooliſh light Humour, and the Tempta- 
tions of others; for I ſtudied not Heart- reforma- 
tion. (2.) More flight Performance of Duties 
when 1 durſt not omit them. And, (3:) I would 


ſometimes omit them altogerher, when out of the 


Knowledge of my Governor. (4.) When | be- 
gan to play on the Sabbath day with others, for 
which I got a Memorandum: For one Day, be- 
ing the Lorp's Day, the Children and I were 
playing ſome childiſh Rogueries ; which our Go- 
vernor (good Man) hearing, calls us up, and 
then very ſeriouſly endeavours to perſuade us and 
convince us of the Sin of Sabbath breaking, and 
the Danger thereof, and gave us a large Exhorta-' 
tion, and then enjoined us all to go to our Knees 
and conſeſs cur Sins to GOD, and feek Pardon 
thereof, which we obeyed; and, for my Part, 
though at fiiſt | was conſtrained to it, yet I was 
ſerious both in acknowledging of Guilt, and ſeek- 
ing a Pardon of Sin: And, when we had done, 
we were diſmiſt, being firſt exhorted nor to do the 
like again; which produced a Reformation in us all 
or ſome Time. (5.) Through mine own evil 
Nature, which was not then mortified, and the 
Counſe] of others that werte my Companions, I 
deſpiſed my Governor, and did join with others 
in afflicting him, by Approbation and Deſire, 
though J durſt not do it fo opevly. (6.) I pro- 
ceeded from this to a more open Violation of the 
dabbath, and played with the Servants on the 
Loxd's Day, from Six o'Clock "till Nine, my 
Tutor in the mean Time, I know not how, either 
remitting in his Zeal, or hoping when we were 
more ſettled in our Affairs (for we were to go 
South on the next Day) to fectiſy Things. — 
.) When I came South, my Pedagogue became 

| pO . more 
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more rigid to me, and whipped me more frequently, 
I confeis deſervedly; and I turned to hate bim, 
and became ſtubborn, and would do Nothing for 
him. My Father being dead, I was but too much 
countenanced by thoſe with whom I was, who 
would not ſuff-r him to take ſuch a Courſe with me 
as I merited; ſo that Things came this Length, 
that I openly reviled him, and avowedly omitted 
Duty. Art laſt he was put away. (5) He once 
being put away, I became worſe, and did no Good 
at ali; I neglected Duty ſometimes for many Days 
together. (9.) I was much given to Lying, and 
made an extraordinary Practice of it, ſo that [ 
could ſcarce ſpeak a true Word.  (10.) I turned 
to mock. Godlineſs ſometimes, though this did 
not proceed ſo much from an Habit and Inclina- 
tion, as from the Temptations of others, whom, 
by this Mcans, I ſtudied to pleaſe. (II.) M 

Conſcience at laſt became ſeared and inſenſible, 6 
that I did all this with little or no Remorſe. (12.) J 
ſtole rom my Mother's Waiting- man Five Shil- 
lings Sterling while IL lay with him; and being 


ſuſpected for it, I was denying it, but it was prow- 


ed againſt me, and I was with Shame made to re- 
ſtore it. (13.) 1 became ſo wicked, as not con- 
tent to omit Prayer on the Sabbath-day, and to 
talk idly as others did, I played the whole Day at 
Dice, con rary to my Light, and my Conſcience 
even in the mean Time accuſing and condemning 
me. Ina Word, 1 was clean gone, and Nothing 
all this Time was dealing with me, ſave only ſome 
ineffectual Checks upon my Heart now and then. 


3. Tunis Decay did proceed from the ſame Cauſes 


with the former ; yet 1 remarked theſe five Things, 


to have had moſt Influence on me: (1.) I pray- 
ed, but endeavoured not to take away my Sins; 
my Prayers never killed my Sins, and therefore my 


Sins 
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Sins killed Prayer: Like many now, that profeſs, 
and yet fin on ſtill; that fear the LoR D, and ſerve 
their Idols. (2.) My Governor decayed in his 
Zeal, through Want of good Company, and 
through Neglect of private Prayer in which I 
marked him deficient; and through too much Fa- 
miliarity with the Domeſticks that did blunt his 
Zeal; and I think, ſeeing my Wickedneſs grow 
upon him and over-maſter him, he deſpaired of 
doing me Good. (3.) Becauſe, when he was 
gone, none took Care of me; and I did what wat 
Good in mine own Eyes. None did reprove or cor- 
rect me ſor my Faults, nor did look on my Soul 
at all, or out me cut to Duty, but gave me looſe 
Reins; and, old Fehojadah being dead or gone, J 
did Evil in the Sight of the Lox D. (4.) Becauſe 
not followed with Terrors and Convictions, Peace 
and Eaſe did me Hurt. (5.) I found evil Company 
did me much Harm; I learned their Ways; 
they hardened and encouraged me in an ill Courſe, 
and-(hew to from cc 


4. VET. notwithſtanding, I was not altogether 
left of Gop; now and then the Spirit of Gop 
would ftrive and draw me contrary to my Inclina- 
tions, now and then I would pray and read, and 
be affected: An this proceeded from theſe Cauſes ;; 
(1.) Some extraordinary ſharp Convictions from 
the Lox D on my Conſcience, that would put me 
out toPrayer ind to get Peace; which Storm be- 
ing over, I cared not for Prayer any more.— 
(2.) Outward and grievous Afflictions at School, 
by Reaſon of the tyrannical Rigidity of a School- 


o 


maſter, who delighted in the 3 Gas of Chil- 


me and ſcourge me for little or no Fault. And 


this in che Anguiſh'of my Soul would cauſe"tne to 
pour out a 3; apo *() PO our Teachers 


Vo. X would 
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would inſtruct us to pray; and then an Exhorta- 


tion had ſome Influence on me. I lingered on in 
this Condition three or four Years, until I went 
South again, inorder to my going to the College. 


Tus third Step. 1. I was then going about the 
Form of all Manner of Duties both publick and 
grunts, joined likewiſe with Reformation and 

» Before I was only taken up in Prayer, but 
now I made Conſcience of all Duties ; and there- 
fore meditated, read the Scriptures frequently, 
kept the Sabbath very ſtrictly, and read good Books: 


L left all my old Sins, and Ways ſuch-as Lying, 


Swearing, and made Conſcience of all moral Vir- 
tues; I left my Gaming, my idle Talk, and be- 


came very temperate ; and, if I at any Time fail- 


ed, I would fall down on my Knees, and beg the 
Lonxp's Mercy. Yea, ſo zealous was I, that 1 
endeavoured to gain others, and would reprove 
them for their Looſeneſs : And this produced in 


me ſome Love to the Godly, ſo that I ſeemed both 


to myſelf and others, a new Man; and yet I was 
a Stranger to Chri/?, and lying fall bound in a na- 
tural Condition. 36 f 


Tux Occaſion. of this Reformation was this; 
One Sabbath-day, being then 15, Years of Age, 
I read a Book called the Fe of. Piety, concern- 
5 Miſery of a natural Man, the Torments 
of. Hell, and the Bleſſedneſs of a godly Man, and 

ſome Directions for godly Life: My Heart was 
therewith ſo affected, that without more ado 1 
reſolved: to become a new Man, and to live not 
only a harmleſs Life, but a (devout Life, to turn 
my Back... upan all my old Ways: and utterly to 
forſake them. Aud in this Way I had, maryellous 


Sweetne(s, and Peace, eſteeming mylelf really con. 
fl ould ordinarily in my Proyers 1 
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the Lonp for giving me his good Spirit; and 


thought with myſelf, if 1 continued in this Con- 


dition to the End, I ſhould undoubtedly be ſaved. 


In a Word I was a compleat Phariſee ; for the Be- 


nefit of others Þ will deſcribe the Frame of my 
Spirit under this Diſpenſation, / 
now 59 #1. r ben 229 10 TR SH 
2. I nad the very Characters of a Phariſee 7 
For, (1.) I looked only to the outward Letter of 


the Law, and endeavoured an outward Confor- 
mity thereto: (2.) I judged myſelf rather by the 


Length and Multitude of my Duties, than by any 
other Thing in them. (3.) I reſted in Duties as 
the End, and made them not the Means to bring 
me to:Chri/? : When I did ſeek or pray for any 
ſpiritual Mercy, it was not the Things I ſought I 
was moſtly taken up with : Which did evidence' 
itſelf to me in this, that when I prayed for any 
Mercy, when I got it not, nor any Promiſe of it, 
yet was I ſatisfied. (5.) Whenever I ſinned, I 
ſatisfied Gop and my own Conſcience by doubling 
my Duties, and gave them to the Lord as Satis- 
faction: And then, as though the Blood of Chrift 
had been applied, there enſued Peace. (5.) Hence 
my Duties never put away my Sins, but I ſerved 
the Loxp and my Idols; and, if there was any 
Reformation, it was but the Out- ſide of the Plat - 
ter that was cleanſed: But I neither ſaw, nor did 
hate, nor ftrive againſt; nor overcome any Heart- 
corruptions, (G.) I was utterly ignorant of the 
Myſtery of the Goſpel; I neither knew nor ſtudied 
Faith, nor the Promiſes, nor Juſtification by im- 
puted Righteouſneſs. (7.) I was more troubled 


or the Want of Holineſs and the Neglect of Du- 


ties than for the Want of Chriſt, and loved Chri/Ps 
Benefits better than Chri/t Himſelf. (8.) I hated 
profane Perſons, and loved civil Men that had any 
Form of Religion; but did not reliſh the moſt- 
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ſtrict, eſpecially ſuch who expreſſed the Power of 
Godlineſs, John xv. 8. (9.) Heaven was not 
ſweet to me, but I ever thought on it-with Grief 
and Averſion, in Reſpect of the conſtant uninter- 


rupted ſpiritual Exerciſes they had there, and the 
Want of carnal Comforts, | (10.) My Conſcience, 
notwithſtanding, was unſatisfied, and there was a 
Worm gnawing at the Root of all this; J could not 
de quit of this Aſſault, that for all this I ſhould pro- 
bably go to Hell. I had no great Security from 
all my Duties, and my Fears were ſtill alive; and 
I found, the more I did, they increaſed, Matt. 
xix. 16. the young Man cried ſtill out, //þut ball 
J do to inherit eternal Life?  (11.) Whatever I 
did was rather to ſatisfy Conſcience, than from 
Love to Gop, who was a Terror to me, and 
whom I could not otherwiſe repreſent to myſelf 
than as an angry Judge and Enemy, whom I was 
troubled to ſatisfy. e 


3. Iprcavp from this and fell, and was be- 


ten off it through theſe Means; (1.) My Plea- 
ſures, Vanities and evil Company, to which I was 
not mortified, did draw my Heart away. (2.) Sins 


did break out, ſuch as Curſing Swearing and Car- 


ding, and that frequently; ſo as I could not get Com- 
fort in Duties. And this produced a Deſpair in me 
of the Works of my Hands; my Duties were not 
able to bear up the Weight of my Sins: And there- 
fore, ſighing, I went backward ; and ſeeing there 
was no Hope, and loving Idols, I faid I would 
follow them, Fer. ii. 28. Lam. i. 9. (9.). Du- 
ties, through Proceſs of Time, began to be a 
Burden to me, eſpecially when they gave me not 
full Satisfaction nor Peace: I was wearied'in the 
Greatneſs of my Way, and with labouring in the 
Smoke, and found no End in the Travail of my 
Soul, and therefore gave over; for this Thought 
1 E +2 remained 
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remained ſecretly in my Heart, That I ſhould go 
to Hell when all was done. (4.) By a certain 
Providence I was brought to ſee the Vanity of all 
this, which made me ſeek to another Mountain 
for Reſt; and, finding none, I turned a —_— 
though not in Judgment, yet really and truly in 
Practice; which made me deſpair not only of be- 
_ py in the Works'of the Law which I had 
ut even byes which I was to do. | 


Tur fourth $t ep was, Being out of all Farms, 

I turned a — had no Principle, but lived in 
that Gop would reveal Himſelf to me: 
Sometimes I prayed ; I had ſome Comfort in do- 
ing Duties with any Affection and Life, which 
Sometimes I would attain unto. The Occafion 
was this ; —— before _ a Formaliſt ; Duties 
were m „ Which h my pre- 
vailing — outward 2 
ſome ſecret Suſpicions of their — to juſtify 
me) n Yet I left not the 
Principle; (notwithſtanding I fell ſhort in my 
PraQtice) That if I — in from my ordinary 
Sins, keep the Sabbath-day, Morning and 
Evening, and do every known „I ſhould + 
be ſaved. And this —— until, bei a 
by my Mother in a religious Family, I by! 
dence took up a' Book called the Seven fall 
Refs ; — I found: the Vanity of Formality 
in Duties diſcovered very plainly, - and ſome other 
Lengths I had not attained to. | I was afterwards 
confirmed in this by readin the Confeſſion of 
Faith, where it ſaith, That > Sa h one ſhould form * 
bis Life neuer exadth, —— to Nature an 
ee 7 Chriſt ba could not br Javed; 10%. 
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and the Spirit ſoconding it, 
firſt and had ne- 
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ver known what true Grace was; and beſides, - 

deſpaired ever of myſelf to come to that Eſtate of 
Grace: All my Refuges of Lyes were ſhaken, 
and that which many Sermons for-a long Time 
could not do, now in a Moment three Lines did. 


2. Tu Frame of my Spirit might be thus de- 

ſcribed; 1. I thought all my Duties, and all I could 
do, inſufficient to ſave me, though as yet I ſaw not 
fo clearly the Inſufficiency of Duties; and there- 
fore did eaſily conclude, that all this Time I was 
in an unconverted Condition, and, if I died with- 
out a further Change than yet I felt, I ſhould: un- 
doubtedly be damned. 2. I thought there was a 
certain State and bleſſed Condition to which all the 
Converted, and ſuch as had the Loxp's Spirit, had 
come, betwixt me and which there was a very 
great Cloud; and that I was, as it were, locked 
up from this. 3. I had ſome Hopes that Gop 
might do me Good, and bring me to this State be- 
fore I died. 4. I had in the mean Time ſome 
ſharp and terrible Convictions for particular Sins, 
but not for my evil Nature, and which wore away 
without any remaining Effect. +5. I had no Prin- 
ciple, nor. reſted in any Thing, but looked for 
ſome Divine Manifeſtation and extraordinary Re- 
velation to my Soul. 6. I prayed Sometime; 
when: the Spirit moved, and Sometimes not; yet 
had no Peace except when I prayed with Life and 
Aﬀections'; and then, though I reſted not in this, 
yet would-it comfort me. 7. I thought that thoſe 


that were 
and „ and always performed Duties 
with Life; and, when I arrived at this Pitch, [ 
mould judge myſelf. converted. And I further 
thought there was a marvellous Way of attaining 


to this, I looked for the Kingdom of Heaven to 
come with Obſervation. 8, I ordinarily apes" 
2 8 3 utiles; 


- 


lived a Life of perpetual Com- 
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Duties, and fell into Swearing, Lying, and idle 
Talking and Carding; Pleaſures were my Idol 
to which I was not mortiſied; I had no Princi- 
ple nor Center. 9. I mourned for Sin, nor be- 
cauſe it offended Gop, but becauſe of the Conſe - 
quents of it; I was not ſincere: And I thought, 
if once I could hate Sin becauſe it offended: Gon, 
that then I was ſincere. I went on thus for the 
Space of three Vears, ſettled in Nothing, but in 


a waiting and ſeeking Condition. 


z. DurinG this Time I met with ſome wori- 
derful Providences, wherein much of the Power 
and Goodnefs of God did viſibly appear. 


Tutu were theſe: 1. A Year'and a Half after 
I had blaſphemed, being in my Bed, the Thoughts 
of that grievous Sin came to my Mind, and that 
with ſuch Horror as made me tremble with an un- 
accuſtomed Fear. I eſſayed to pray, but could not 
get my Mouth opened; a Number of Blaſphemies 
and Curſings ran in my Mind with great Horror 
and againſt my Will, which I thought was like 
the Devil in me. I had not Knowledge, 'and 
therefore was the more troubled; for I was not four- 
teen Years of Age then. The more theſe Thoughts 
ran in my Mind, my Horror was increaſed, inſo- 
much, that at laſt it became intolerable; and 
then, in my Extremity and in great Anguiſh of 
Spirit, the Lox o pitied me, and opened my Mouth 
to pray for Help, which I did moſt affectionately, 
and with great Liberty and Abundance of Tears, 
which did by a ſecret” Virtue calm my confufed 
Soul; for now did I conceive that I, was not quite 
forſaken of God, and: flept till the next Day: 
But my Troubles began the next Day again, I 
then read in Godly Books ; and caſting a Book 
up at Random, the firſt Paſſage that 1 met with 
101 1 Was 
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was this, When Satan caſts in blaſphemous 
„Thoughts in thy Heart, be not diſcouraged ; 
c for they are not thine, but Satan's.” Here was 
a Well of Water; tho' my Eyes at firſt could not 
ſee it ſo full, yet it did Somewhat help me, 


and by it now I perceived much of Gop's conde- 


ſcending Nature: In Proceſs of Lime, when I be- 


gan to be leſs troubled, theſe blaſphemous Thoughts 


wore away, and ſo did my Trouble likewiſe.” | 


| A SECOND merciful Providence was this: In 
the Time I was a Seeker, and heard them ſpeak- 


ing of the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and that it 


was unpardonable, I began preſently to have ſome 
weak Suſpicions that I had ſinned that Sin, but 
concluded Nothing certainly, becauſe I knew not 
what the Sin might be: And all this Time it was 
my Exerciſe to enquire of ſuch as had Knowled 

what that Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt might be: 
At laſt I took up a Concordance to ſeek the Loxp's 
Mind in his Word, and looked the Word Sin; Iread, 
Heb.'x. 26. F we fin wilfully, &c. l thought I was 
ftricken there with as with Thunder, and continued 
amazed and ſpeechleſs for a While; for I thought it 
was clear and paſt Doubt I ſhould go to Hell, ſeeing 
J had ſinned againſt Knowledge, and wilfully : So 


that, for the Space of three Days, this Tempta- 


tion was a very ſad Exerciſe to me. Now, ſaid 
my Heart to me, doſt thou not at laſt ſee thy Doom 
clearly revealed? What need more Witneſſes ! 
Then did I endeavour to pray, but was beaten 
back, becauſe I thought it was in vain, ſeeing 
there is no more Sacrifice for Sin; 1 prayed. 
That Word, I remember, in the Midſt of my 
Deſpair. came to Mind, Abraham in Hlepe believell 
againſt Hope; and therefore, I thought, tho' there 
was no Hope, yet I ſhould hope againſt Hope: 
This was the only Thing that did uphold the:then. 
E | | I drove 
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I drove beavily and hęartleſly like Pharaob's Cha- 
riots, becauſe; I had nh Hope; altho' it ſtood me 
very much, I multiplicy' Prayers, but they did not 
heal me; I remembered Eau, who: wept until he 
got a Bleſſing: And did Eſan, ſaid I, prevail with 
his earthly Father by his Importunity, notwith- 
ſtanding that he could not help him, fo as in the 
End to get ſome Blefling ? And cannot the Power 
and Wiſdom of God help me, tho? I cannot conceive 
how ? His Thoughts are above mine. This ſtaid 
me Something, and withal put me to multiply my 
Prayers, and to increaſe the Importunity : But, 
after I was for three Days fearfully ſhaken, having 
communicated my Caſe to none, the Lok did at 
Jaſt grant ſome Deliverance, not by removing the 
Cauſe, but by reſtraining Satan I got a negative 
Peace that I was not troubled, but lived as I was 
wont for a Year after that, until the ſame Temp- 
tation occured again. It is the Lord that raiſes 
the Wind and Storm, and that calms them again; 
and, Oh what a Mercy and Power, that ever my 

Conſcience ſhould be 1 5 of ſuch a Storm! It is 
yet a Wonder unto me: If he give Peace Who 
can trouble? Let never any deſpair after me, tho” 
he were certain of Hell; the gladdeſt Word I 
could hear was, that my Sins were pardonable, 
and that there was a Poſſibility to be ſaved. In 
wy Caſe Man is to deſpair, Gop can help in every 


A THIRD Providence happened to me a Year 
after upon the ſame Occaſion. One Sabbath Day 


1 7 
4 9 


at Night I had made ſome Vows in my laſt Trouble, 


that I would ſeek Gop more diligently than I had 
done; but when the Lok D's Arrows were out of 
my Reins, I forgot what I promiſed, and turned 
38 bad as ever, being ſeduced with carnal Compa- 
ny at the College: But the Lok gave me — A- 
waken- 
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wakening; for the Sermon I had heard, being a 


Relation of ſome: under Terrors of Conſcience, 
and their ſad Condition, had ſome Impreſſions on 
my Spirit, ſo that by Nine o' Clock in my Bed, 


recalling to Mind my old Sins for ſome Hours, a 


more violent Storm broke out than any I had ever 


felt: I looked on myſelf as one that had undoubt- 


edly ſinned unpardonably ; I faw in Gop's Coun- 
tenance Terror, Wrath, Hatred and Vengeance; 
and ſome of my natutal Enmity againſt the Loxp 
did break out likewiſe ; ſo that I ftruggled, mur- 
mured and fretted againſt Gop, like the Damned 
in Hell,. for ſuffering me to Sin unpardonably. 


Want of Hope is terrible; I was as if in Hell; no 


viſible Thing did uphold me, only the ſecret Power 
of Gop; I was in an hourly ion when 
Satan ſhould come and take me away; and it was 


beaten upon me with a mighty on, that1 


was delivered to the Devil. It was impoſſible for 


me to pray; for in approaching to Go ap- 
proached to my Torment. I ſought with Sleep to 
paſs away that Night, the ſorrowfulleft that I ever 
endured, and ſo wear away my Horrors, and hoped 


the Morning would ſome Way chear me: But! 


could not Sleep, my Horror ſtill increaſed, and 
Hopeleſſneſs was the Sting of all my Evils. It enter- 
ed into my Head once to put Hands to myſelf; but 
this Temptation did not rake, for I looked on it as 
a mad Thing to torment myſelf before the Time; 
it was Hell I feared, and ſhould I then run to it! 
At laſt, after much Toſſing, and hardly Praying, 


it pleaſed Gop Somewhat to allay my Horror with 


theſe Conſiderations, which 1 thought ſome good 
Spirit ſuggeſted unto me: Thou knoweſt not how 
thou ſinnedſt, nor remembereſt the Frame of thy 
Heart at that Time; and wilt thou then. condemn 


- thyſelf upon Uncertainties ? This was rational, 


but did not calm my Heart; it, like * 
5 | | C 


—f FP 


ho 


Oo Een SES SS SR 


*. 


E487 8-833 8 


1. 


Men James Fiafer. 653 


caſt on a Burning, did ſor a Time eaſe it, but did 
not heal, becauſe little of God was here. At 


length the Lox D brake in with this, It is certain, 


that theſe who have ſinned the Sin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt can never ſincerely repent. "Vas. faid 
I, that is true, Well, faid the LokD, take but 
this Counſel : Suſpend for a Time judging of your- 
ſelf, neither concluding that your Sin is pardonable 
not, till you ſee whether Gop will giveRepentance, 
or not: Therefore, while the Lox o ſpares you Life, 
try Him with this, and ſeek Repentance of Him: If 
He give Grace, then mayeſt thou be certain and in- 
fallibly perſwaded that thou haſt not ſinned this Sin; 
but, if not, and that Gop give you not Repen- 


tance you can but be damned, and by this Courſe 


you can be no worſe than you are; you may get 
ſome Peace in the mean Time. This prevailed; 
and the Loop by it calmed my Spirit, ſo within a 
few Days all the Impreſſions of this Temptation 


4. DuxinG this Time I lived in divers Sins; 
as 1. In ſeeking and living in' Pleaſures. 2. 
Omitting of Duties, and excellent Occaſions of 
powerful Sermons that were at that Time preached 
N the ableſt Men in the Kingdom; likewiſe I ne- 
glected to improve the Society of godly Chriſtians. 

3 Neglecting my Book and miſpending my 
Time. 4. Continuing in a Courſe of Enmity 
azainſt the moſt Godly, and defaming them ſome - 
times falſly. 5. Playing at Cards, Dice, and 
other Lotteries, and that in a Place where ſevere 
Laws were made againſt them. 6. Defaming 
of my Neighbours with, Paſquils png light Poems. 
7. I was light in my Converfation. 8. Waſting 
and ſpending much bney unneceſſarily. * 4 


Ry FroM all this ' learn, 1. Thel Tin c 


Youthcis the moſt fit Seaſon to ſeek Gon. I found 


much Tractableneſs in myſelf while I was young. 
- 2. That 
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E 2. That the beſt Mean under Heaven for ſeaſon- 
ing young Ones with the Knowledge of Gop, is 
the Admonition, Care and Watchfulneſs of Supe- 


riors ; this was the only Thing that did me Good. 
3. That the Lord doth: ufually bleſs this Mean 
with Succeſs when it is made Conſcience of, Gen. 
Xviii. 19. Abraham ſhall teach his Children, and 
they: ſhall keep my Commandments. The Pains 
of others upon me had ſome Effect on my Spirit, 
even whilſt much did not appear unto others. 4. 
Gor is at much Pains with Sinners ordinarily be- 
fore He draw them fully, wholly and effectually to 
Himſelf. I was far from Converſion at this Time; 
only I learned that there was a certain glorious 
State of Grace to which ſome were brought, and 


that I was a Stranger unto it. 5. Gop is good 


to the Unthankful and Evil when they are in Ex- 


| tremity. He heareth the Cry of Nature, and did 


hear me in my Extremity when I cried to Him. 
6. Let never any Man upon any Account neglect the 
Uſe of Prayer, or other Means, tho' it ſeems never 
ſo unreaſonable; for againſt Hope, Senſe and Reaſon, 
when I was put to Prayer, it was not in vain. 
7. It is ordinary to ſeek to other Phyſicians and 

eans, and to reſt on them, before there be a 
Coming to Crit. 8. All falſe Reſts will fail, 
and will wear away, and muſt do ſo without Chrift; 
partly becauſe of their decaying Nature; partly 
becauſe, while theſe continue green; and freſh, the 
Soul will not come to Chr. q. A Soul that 
is a Stranger to-{.zx0D and true CLE may 
receive ſome great Fayours and Deliverances at the 
LorD's Hand, and may have particular and clear 
Experiences of the Lok v's Power and Goodneſs, 
as Hagar, and be therewith affected, Gen. xvi, 13- 


10. I find the Neglect or careleſs Performance 
df private Duties, . eſpecially Meditation and Prayer, 


to have ever à great Influence on all the Decays 
nean 1 Sify Hela ai avndidefSet i ous: 
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that deppen to 2 283 rad. x6ti, 11. . 
II. 9. Matt. xxvi. gt. 71 


OK . . au. u. 
F 


Bale abs Way and Manner of my Conve. 


ion, and of ſome Things that WA A'Þ then” 
and immediately after. 


BO Ur the Time that me eg Pho” 
© dences happened unto me at the Univer- 
ity, being at the Age of ſeventeen or eighteen 
Y ars, our Miniſter propoſed to celebrate the Sa- 
crament of the Lox p*s-Supper, of which he gave. 
Warning the Sabbath preceeding, I purpo ſed U, 
know not upon what Ground) to partake Achs 
I had always a reverend Eden 1 that Ord di. 
nance, and was under the deep Impreſſions of ele. 
442 drinking Emy. on Damnation: The Loxp. 
therefore put it into my Mind, both by ord- 
naty and extraordinary Means, to do my utmoſt” 
Endeavour to attain to a converted Condition; 
not was I of the Judgment that Converſion was 
ur the Compaſs” of my own Power, but T* 
1 that doing Diligence, the Loxp might 


apt for this Cauſe ſet to Work immediate *. q 


befeech? ng Gop that He would effeAually 
upon my pitit, ſeeing all former Means be 
uſed 1 in vain, _ | £: went to Sermon, and I found a 2 
better Reliſh in the Sermon than I had wont go 
find, and had an Ear to hearken more attentively,/ 10 
than at other Times: Aſter we were ne fr 
Church T {pent the reſt of the Da in ſpiritual Ex 
erciſe, and ſo continued very nt in ee 
* Lord, 2 . 15 hel a an 
OL, 


7 | 


Love of his Ways; ſeeing a Beauty, and findin 


a Reliſh that I never knew before. Books an | 
Diſcourſes of practical Divinity were ſweet, and 


ſo were ſpiritual Exerciſes; I had now taſted of 
the Wine, but had not bought it. 6+ 


2. Bur on I#zgneſday about Six o'Clock at 
Night, finding by Marks I had read in Books that 


I was not converted, and not getting that I expect- 


ed, I was much troubled. Sometimes I thought 
that I would ſuſpend Communicating at that 


Time; and if this Reſolution had prevailed, I 


would not have troubled myſelf -with Religion at 


that Time: But hoping ſtill for ſome Good, 1 
continued in my Reſolution; yet, as I ſaid, when 


I ſaw all in vain, and that I met not with what I 
expected, tho” I met with more than ever I did be- 
fore, Diſcouragements did quite overwhelm me; 


and, withal, this Apprehenſion lay heavy on me, 


and haunted me like a Ghoſt, That it was in 


Gop's Mind never to do me Good: So that Fear, 


Diſcouragement, Deſpair, and ſome Horror and 
Grief, all took Hold of me. I reſolved to ſet the 
next Day apart for Faſting, and therein to ſeek 


Gop, hoping that theſe extraordinary Means 


might do Something. Hanging therefore by this 
ſmall Thread, I went to Prayer with many ſad 
Complaints; and the Lox D, while I was like the 
| prodigal Son yet a great Way off, ran to meet me. 


I 'addrefled myſelf to ſpeak to the Lord Chrift,. 
and then was there a Goſpel-View 22 me of 


Him; and ſome Conſiderations and Repreſentati- 
ons of Chri/t were brought into my Mind, That 
He was a Friend and Saviour to. poor Sinners, 


their only Helper, the Way, and the Truth, and the. 
Life, that died for them, and One willing to be 
reconciled, What ſhall I fay? While I was thus 


exerciſed, a marvellous Light ſhined on my Un- 
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of 2 Maſter and Lover, to whom henceforth. I 
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prong, >, and with the E yes of my Mind, not 

my Body, I faw that juſt One in his Glory and 
Loved and Offices, ae Beauty of his Perſon; 
ſuch a Sight as I never did fee any 1 hs like it, 
and which did ſo ſwallow me up, that I turned 
ſpeechleſs, and only faid, What is this? And 
where am I now? The Glory ry, Love, and Loveli- 


neſs of Jeſus, revealed to me, did very far e: 


ceed all that ever I ſaw or could ſee in the World, 
inſomuch, that there was no Compariſon; T was 


drawn by this; And after I had recovered, I ſaid, 


O LorD, Thou haſt overcome me Heart and 
Hand, and all that I have is Thine; I am content 
2 live and die with Thee. Be Songs poor World 


* Vanities, and deſpiteful Devil and 
Fleſh, 


ill ſerve you no longer; I know now 


will dedicate myſelf. W 


Nou are all my Doubts looſed; and now I ſee 


T have not ſinned the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 


What ſhall I now do for the Lox D? Let Heaven 
and Earth, Angels and Men praiſe Him; for He 
hath looked graciouſly upon me, and that in m 
low Condition. What am I or my Father 
Houſe, that thine Eye ſhould be caſt on me ? Ter 
followed upon 15 ſuch Liberty as I tho 

could ſpend the whole, Night in Prayer. 


8 


was I perſuaded that I was come to that 825 


which formerly I wanted; and all the Clouds va- 
niſhed which were betwixt the LoR D and my Soul. 
This continued in its Strength only for a 19 9 
ter of an Hour," and then it abated às to its Mea- 
ſure, though not altogether ; but after I roſe from 
Prayer, I'went to the Fields, and there ſang Son 
of Triumph: I comforted myſelf i in my new Con- 
dition, and J propheſied to myſelf. much more, 
ſceing theſe were "we the 6 Nor did 1 
H 2 thiak 
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think W could be equalled * . ang 
Row Was! Fully coutent to communicate. I Jong- 


uf for ſome uiet, Place to BP Os my Soul unto 
would return again; 


che Lax b, for 1 tough 


| ut, He did it not ore the firſt Repulle, hop- 
A that! at laſt he Lok p would return : All Scru- 
ples, Fears and Doubts were 4999 2 1 went to 

ed; and when I was Nos down, Now, ſaid J, 
cep ſecurely, I and ſo thou mayeſt, ſeeing , thou 


Bp: 


t reconcile o Gop. ever could I do it one 
Night es 13 x K. W e Ay RP. 15 
| MP / 
1. Bur the mY withdrawing that n 
ie Preſence Which guys pins jumbled me 
ry mu z and M began to ariſe, and the 
Say to darken. Yet The ought the Lob tho” in 
aVinefs of Heart; and indeed was not idle: 
But Diſcouragements encreaſed, and till Nothing 
but Abſence, inſomuch as thaug t my Condi- 
on worſe an ever. 1 ſou E ORD Night and 
ay, 3 much throug 1 SER the Danger of * 
ant bf Him, asthro' Bk Things elſe; butally wou 9 
Hot do. "TheSabbath, came, an Which the Sact ament 
to be given; my F cars and Sorrows encreal- 
ech, And I was tempted hot o communicate. The 
Was dne Mr. R. B. feryi the Table ; WOT 
ed an Obj ection which 85 e doubtin Ghee 
might have: Many will I fay, faith he, Ob ! I fear 
1% draw on more Guilt in my Communicating. But, 
0b. 4 ſaid he, 00 17 to 722 17 ail Warry 
this Judgment But I will tell thee, þ ou 
47 77 5 whether thou maye/t 1 . : Tell 


me, Ma thou ceki g Chriſt or not this Week? Yes, 

quiet 5 is like thou haſt found 77 

And 2700 Chriſt, drop i in Myrrb in the es 
aw 
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ir Door » 0 0 E4 Heart before He went 
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and thou mayſt come here, and in his Name I invite 
thee. This drew me to come, though I found no 
ſenſible Preſence at the Time; and chereupc n en- 
ſued great Fears. Vet the ſame Mr. R. B. did in 
the Afternoon encourage me again, ſo that I re- 
ſolved to take Courage, © 1 


FE | „ en n 
2. FIN DIN theſe Diſcouragements did no 
Good, and that comforting my Heart did no Ill, 
I reſolved to chear myſelf, and uſed ſome Foge 
encouraging Conſiderations, and therewith was 
ſome Way ſtrengthened to go about ny 
Thou art now engaged to be the Lok D's Servant 
wait upon Him, and truſt thy Reward unto Him 
This Advice did no Hl. Then Sermons were 
very ſweet unto me, and ſo was the Exerciſe of 
ſpiritual Duties, ſo that I grew in the Knowledge 
of the Ways of Gop; and the more I knew, I 
was the more delighted in Him: Every ſpiritual 
Duty did reliſh with me, and I was not well but 
when out of one Duty into another; yea, the moſt 
cold Prayers and Diſcourſes concerning Godlineſs 
were ſweet, and Opportunities of Prayer and get- 
ting Good were highly prized by me. T began 
within a Month's Time to be more flack ; but the 
Loxp warned me of it, and I mended my Pace. 


3. Tnus was the everlaſting Seed ſown that was 
the Light of Glory then arihing upon my Souf: 
But this did not long continue; for 1 
there aroſe a more grievous Storm, and of 2 
Continuance than any I had met with yet: The 
Sacrament being to be given in the Town about 
that Time, I reſolved to partake thereof, to ſee if 
| could get any Thing from Gon; and for t 
Cauſe b myſelf diligently, and went 
the Work of Self- examination: But being be 
Bang, and having ſmall Experience of my own 

eart, I could _ mp 
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Exerciſe ſtired s ready to die ig 
and dg 0 we grow in the. dy a and — 
path. — one Aſtern rno0as Which I had 
Nen for ſeekin of Gop, I was reading on 
55 where C "ft did . Paſſover with 
ſciples; and _— theſe Wore (and the 
les with Him I know not how it came 
, refleQing on ae ba 5e in . 
Tace 
| © familiar 
bi how unkind. to me, the 
nce and 1 from 


4 I — 
me; > [ thought, 
Mes. Freitin = 124. did 
1 ſe the Floods ; fo that in Sor- 
1 7 ; of Heart I walked up and 
Want of Gop when E could not 
5 ſenſible Apprehenſions of his « Wrath 
'hings with the fearſul Frame of my Spi- 
da in great Horror, ſo that! loſt ; almoſt 


n was L again vehemently urged 


155 ſinned the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt; 


mY ich 175 Nothing ſpoken for. myſelf 


— * this was, that the 
br; e e t Sin , mag ht become ex- 

ful, wrought in me all Manner of 
613; for my 28 murmured, fretted 
dſwelled, »gpinf} Gor for goiding me thus; 
S having terrible Apprebenhions of Him, ! 
Ia nog love Hip 17 now ſaid Conſcience, 
bow thou 5 | already f Hell; how. canf 
15 ; that Gon by: L lpok upon thee that 
| ſych aculed Na The Brand of. the Re- 
proba: is upon thee; why wil p there big pa 
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Ground, and fought his Fayaur and Compaſſion; 
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or hope any more ? Yet, notwithſtanding: would I 
pray, and that frequently ; I know not what put 
me out to it. Many Times did I grovel on the 


then was it that my Tears were my Meat; 
then was Prayer Bitterneſs to me, and my Mouth 
cloſed, and 1 as it were bound. with Bands; | for 
Gop was never. more terrible than when I ap- 
oached to Him in Prayer. 1 remember one 

ay, praying out in the Fields, I had this Expreſt 
ſion; LorD, if Thou wilt for Nothing elſe 
compaſſionate me, yet compaſſionate my young 
Years; and yet | know not how Thou canit break 
thy faithful Word, who haſt ſaid, that ſuch as 
fia againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall. never be pardon: 
ed. ature ſeeks its own Preſetvation, and there- 
fore, having no other Shift to make, I applied 
myſelf to my Lok only: And now my greateſt 


Trouble was concerning the Unpardonableneſs of 


my Sins, eſpecially that particular Sin; yet Would 
any, Igjri calm betwixt. Hands, and be at Eaſe for 
a While. I thought the Devil bad a great Hand 
in my Temptations: For ſaid I, While I was 
walking after the Fleſh, there was Nothing of 
this ſeen 'or heard ; but ſince I have come to and 
engaged with Chriſi, is all this come upon me, 
continued in the Extremity of this Condition 
*. a few. Days, never opening my Caſe to any: 
was ſent, for by my Relations upon ſome emer+ 
gent Occaſion; I was glad of the Opportunity, 
becauſe by that Means I ſhould ſhun the Sacrament 
that was to be given about ty 2 : but, com- 
ing there, my Horrors increaſed; Lthought every 
Creature happy but myſelf; Meat, Drink and 
-ompany were a Burden to me. = 


F 4. Wurz I was thus hopeleſs and/belpleſs, not 
knowing what to do; to aggravate. al my Miſe- 
tes, 1 way to hear a dead liſeleſs Frgacher.: he 


- 


and muſt I, ſaid I, have this with all my Evils, to 
come under a dead Miniitry? But Iwent with the reſt 
thinking it indifferent whom I heard, ſeeing I ſaw 
it beyond the Power of Means to help me. The 
Text was, I. Tim. i. 1. Paul an Apo/tle of Jeſus 
Chriſt. I went betwixt Sermons to a ſecret Place; 
and there poured out my Soul to Gop in Prayer 
But no refrething. I came unto the Afternoon's 
Sermon again; but, behold the Lox D's Goodneſs! 
From an unexpected Hand, and from fo general a 
Text, and at ſuch an unexpected Time, the 
 Lorpd did ſend a Calm, and did that which I 
thought was impoſſible, vi. clear me fully (after 
all my Conſiderations had been in vain) that [ 
had not finned unpardonably, from theſe Words 
which he cited in his Sermon, Hetoleit Gop fer- 


| gave me, bechuſe I did it iynorantly and in unbelief. 
he 


Spirit ſaid, whatever thy Sins have been, they 
have been done in Unbelict, or whilſt thou waſt 


an Unbeliever, when thou kneweſt Nothing of 


Gp. This was enough; Gop may make any 
Thing ſtrong to do his Work. The Devil and all 
his Storms were rebuked and calmed, and that 
ſuddenly, and fo fully, that I was never after aſ- 
ſaulted with Temprations of ſinning againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt. My Heart was made holy, and ! 
put on a full Reſolution to ſeek the Lon *till 1 
ſhould find Him: And now I had good Hopes, 
ſeeing my Sins were pardonable ; and this Hope 
produced a chearful Endeavour to ſeek the Loks, 
which I did, and was labouring to do Good unto 
others, and to ſpread the Knowledge of Chriſt, 
by which Means I daily grew in the Knol 
and Love of Gop. F 


5. I look upon this as the Time of my Conver- 
ſion, and that then the everlaſting Seed was ſown ; 
that Heaven was begun, and Chrift formed within 
me, upon theſe Coniiderations, 1. Becauſe I found 

my 
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1 moſt ſtrict befote, but now I Joved. an 
lighted moſt, in the ,moſt holy and ſtrict People: 
And this Love was univerfal, ſo that when either 
I heard tell of a godly Man, or ſaw him, N 
Ode warmed ; and the. Love: of the; Brethren. 
Took on as A Sign that Lam trar/lated from Jegyh 
to Life, 1 John iii. 14. 2. Becauſe I found a 
new Eſteem of, a great Delight in, and Love to, 
and Longing after the Ordinances of Chri/? and his 
Commands; I ſaw a Glory in them, every Thing 
that ſavoured of Gop was ſweet. 3. Beende Ffound 
Heart at that. Inſtant mortified to the Woild, and 
th Et of and Delight in. it gone. 4. 
my Soul did ſee, eſteem, love and delight in the 
Loxp Ixsuvs, and preferred Him not only to the 
World, but to Saints, Duties and Ordinances,; 
and made A perpetual, .cordial and perſonal Cove- 
Tee Him. 5. L fund 
. 0 » nd a wing Change, wigught 
iy the the. Opp 1pſelf,.. 5 Sin aud Satan #0 
ob, and from. 2 <p = fe > All Things 
was carricd wich great 


were then new. 


Zeal for the Dag gainſt all Sin and Sinners,; 


and did ſtrive to —— Men to Chrift, by inſtruct- 
We exhorting them. 22 1 found a new Li 
diſcovering to me the Myſteries of the Kingdom 

of Gop, and making me from that A forward 


to underſtand the Scriptures, - the Exerciſe. of 


Saints recorded in Scripture ; and I delighted.ngt 
only ip the Hiſtory of the Scximure. but in the 
Prophecies, Promiſes, Doctrines and ſpiritual Part 


| thereof, which I never teliſhed before... Then was 
Wiſdom and her Ways pleaſant, and became 


plain to me, which were. before locked up as a 


Myftery. 8. In Reſpect of the Lory's After» 


fo with me, and of his former Dealing ; for 
e Was preparing me Wien and diiving me out of 
offs my 
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my falſe Reſts. And ever after, although thete 
have been Shakings and 'Interruptions, yet hath 
that Spark never died which was kindled, but hath 

growing more and more; ſome Good ever 
remained, and, in my foreſt Decays, the Impreſ- 
ons of Gop's Dealing at this Time remained, 
ſo that there was a Longing after the firſt Huſ- 
band, which was the Means to reduce me out of 
a back · ſliding Condition: And therefore I look 


upon it as the Vell of I ater ſpringing up to ever. 


ing Life. 


6. I Have looked on the Loxp's Dealings to- 
wards me, and what this Manifeftation of Him- 
ſelf in ſuch a Manner might ſpeak to me, and 
what might be the Ends thereof; and, after En- 
_ found them to be, 1. To draw the Soul to 
Gop by Faith and Love. He lets us taſte his 
Wine, that it may be bought; and therefore is 
there a Seeing of the Son and a Believing on Hin, 
John vi. 40. E xx. 29. Oh love, and come 
to this glorious one, and having diſcovered Him to 
be the Lokp of Glory open the everlaſting Doors, 

„and when this Love is dead, quicken it again, 
by remembering Him. 2. To ftrengthen our 
Faith in his Love, and our Hope of Hea- 
ven; and therefore hath He given this Tel- 
timony of his Love, revealing to me that rare 
Sight hid from the World, to be a Pledge and 
Earneſt of Heaven; and upon this to build and 


ſtrengthen my Faith, both in drawing near to 


Him, and expecting all Good from Him. This 
Revelation of Jeſus, -enlightning, comforting and 
ſanctifying, is to me the Earneſt of the Inheri- 
tance, 2 Cor. i. 22. 3. To comfort me in my 
Choice, ſhewin that} have not caft away al] for 
Shadows. 4. To make known ' Himſelf in his 


condeſcending Power and Glory, of which I might 


doubt 
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doubt if I had not, ſeen, with mine own Eyes. 
Why ſhould I doubt of this his Power, when I 
have myſelf ſeen ſuch a Miracle, the blind Eye 
opened, the dead Heart quickened, and the Heart. 
wholly changed? He that beueveth hath the Miineſs 
Oh to be raiſed from 


elf, 1 John v. 10. 


. I nave likewiſe been thinking what this 
Storm immediately enſuing thould mean; my being 
caſt down into Hell, after liſting up to Heaven. It 
was 1. To let me ſce the Evil of mine own Heart, 
and exceeding Sinfulneſs thereof, by the Murmur- 
ing and fierce Reſiſtance I made, I peiceive that by 
Nature I am bitter Enemy to Gon, tull of Poiſon: 
To humble me, and make me acknowledge his 
Grace and Love the more. 2. To be a Ground 
of Faith when in like Straits again, and to have a 
Proof of his Power; the Lorp in my Extremity, 
when there was no Appearance of Help, when 
there was nothing in me but Forwardneſe and Rebel- 


lion, when I cricd, yet pitied me, conqueri 


both 


my Sin and Miſery: And why ſhould I doubt Him 


HY WW 0 & 7 ww 7:9 


ped me when in Extremi- + 
ty, yea, when my Caſe was moſt. deſperate. 3. 
To acquaint me with the Lox b's Ways of Con- 
verſion, and with his Terrors, that I might be a 
detter Guide unto others. 4. That Gop might 
by me ſhew 2 Pattern of all Long: ſuffering, 
K 
uſtice as He is the Governor of the 
World. I was very Wicked, and by the Law de- 
ſerved ſevere Puniſhment; I trampled on Gop's 
Kindneſs and Goodneſs : And therefore did the. 


now again? He ever helf 


who obtained Mercy being ſo wild. 


nghteous Lox D make me find Sin bitter, and for 
this Cauſe delivered me over to Satan; He took in 


bis own Hand and corrected me, not willing that 


| ſhould die and be condemned with the World. 
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8. I witr. conclude} with remarking ſome In- 
Muctions and Leſſons I learned from theſe Provi- 
dences: 1. There is ordinarily in the Day of 
Eſpouſals ſomething extraordinary of God's Love 

and Glory manifetted ; the fatred Calf is killed 
When firſt the Prodigal is brought Home. No leſs 
can aflure them of their Father's Love, nor take 
away their Wildneſs, and make them comply with 
their new Life: Hence, Hoſea ii. 15. I will mate 
te fing at in the Days when [ brought thee out of 
the Land of Egypt. 2. The Soul in Conver- 
hon cloſeth chictly With the Perfon of 'Chri/t, Jer. 
iv. 1. If thou wilt return, return ts Me; and the 
not doing hereof is complained of, Hoſea vii. 16. 
They return, but not to the moſt" High. 3. Grace 
niakes a great, wonderful and univerſal Change, 
changing the outward Life and inward Frame. 
All thivgs are net; new Prayers, new Love, new 
Oompany, new Opinions and new Principles: A 
Man is much different from what he was, not on- 
ly white a profane Man, but even while a civil or 
moral Man. 4. There may be much Corrop- 
tion to be morttfied in a Soul newly brought in to 
| Sp: For notwithſtanding all this Diligence, De- 
N light in Duties and Joy, I was full of Ignorance, 
Unbelief; ſelfiſh, proud, conceited and ligit. Grace 
is- indeed but ſaiall when it begins; little Faith, 
Patience and rooted Love. 5. Continued *Kind- 
neſs to the LoD ſpeaks no more than any, parti- 
cular Enjoyment, tho” never ſo extraordinary, 
Marl — perſect Man's End ; fee what all- ends in. 
Conelude not 'peremprorily from Beginnings of 
any, Either as to Good br Evil; I could build lit- A 
de on this, If I did not ſee it backed with an Af: L. 
terctract of Holineſs. 6. Gop Himfelf is mote f *. 
emnentliy ſeen, in the Merties of his People, F: 
than Inftruments'; and therefore ordinarily none G 


doth — Tlimielf, and that not in the Way. e 


* 


| 
( 


Converſion than, before, eſpecially if they 
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Thing, Manner and Time they propoſe unto 
Kaka . but as he propoſes. . is poſſible 
Folks may meet with more ſharp Convictions after 
n than b have not 
been well hammered with the Law, Heb. x. 32. 
After ye were enlightened, ye. 4ndured a great Fight 
of Afiiftions - Which are not to be confined to 
qutward, but inward likewiſe. But tho' they 
create Sorrow and Diſcouragements unto them- 
ſelves, yet haye not they received this Spirit of 
Bondage, but the Spirit of Adoption; and they 
may come to Gop. as a Father: Preternaturally, 
indeed, and thro' Miſtakes and Corruptions, it is 
hindered that it vents not itſelf in theſe filial Mo- 
tions; and ſo they may be troubled with this Spirit 
of Bondage: Howſoever they received it not of 
Gon; Perfe& Love cafteth out Fear, 1 John iv. 18. 
it is not their Allowance. 


| SOMETIME after I fell into a ſad Decay both of 
Life and Conſolation ; the Steps of it were theſe. 


STEP 1. Was Unbelief and Doubting of my 


Intereſt in Gop, and of his Love, thro*. a wrong 


S of Providences, and Ignorance of the 
ovenant of Grace; ſo as I was in Job's Condi- 
tion; tho I had prayed, and Gop had anſwered 
me, yet could I not believe it ; I could not believe 
I was fo Happy as to be Converted : And, having 
ſuch fad Thoughts of myſelf, I had a bad Con- 
ſtruction of Gop and all his Ways to me, inaſ- 
much as I thought Gop did in Wrath take away 
my Terrors. Ah! ſaid I, Time was when the, 
Lonxp was taking Pains with me, and did lay Siege 
with the Law againſt my Soul; He put me in his 
Fire and Furnace, but now will He take no more 
Care of me; now hath He raiſed bis Siege, and 
given me over: Oh miſerable Man that I am! I 
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am left now to the judicial Plague of an hard 
Heart; I am to-pine out the reſt of my _ in 
Vanity, Sin and Trouble: And when m 


was eaſier, this, ſaid I, is but to make me re; 
it is but a Deluſion: Which had theſe ſad Effects 


upon my Soul ; 1. Strange and hard Thoughts 


of Gop as of an Enemy, as One that envied our 


Good. 2. I judged all that Gop ſaid of his Love 
in his Word to be but Compliments or Snares to 


intrap ; and ſo made him a Liar, and by this Means 
was made incapable to be taken with Chri/?s Al- 
lurements in the Goſpel. 3. Hence I could neither 
love nor believe Him, nor by any Means be drawn 
to Him: For how could I love Him in whom I] be- 
lieved I had no other Intereſt than that of a cruel 
Judge ready to condemn, and watching for Evil 


_ againſt me. 4. I had no Will to keep Commu- 
nion with Him. When the 1ſ-aelites ſaid, Me have 


no Portion or Inberilance from the Sons of Jeſſe, the 
next was, Every Man to his Tents. Fer. iii. 19. 


Thou ſhalt call me, My Father, and ſhalt not depart 


from me. 5. I was heartleſs or ſlight in Duties, 


whereby He was honoured, and Communion with 
Him entertained ; wanting Love and Hope. Thro' 
Unbelief my Hands were weakened, and I departed 


from the living Gop. 6. Finding no Satisfaction 


in Gop, which I could not do whilſt theſe Prin- 


ciples remained. Fer. ii. 12. Forſating Gop the 
Fountain of living IVaters, I hewed broken Cifterns. 


STey 2. Notwithſtanding all this, I had Hopes, 


that yet I might be converted, and therefore did 


not deſpair. Some ſecret Thoughts in Duties 
would drop in perſwading me to hope, and ſome 
Reliſh in Duties: Likewiſe, ſince I was perſwaded 


by a ſtrong Hand my Sins were pardonable ; this 
made me continue in the Means. Satan ſought to 
beat me from this, or at leaſt to make me remi ſs 
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in them 3 and, knowing that palpable Vanities 


would not do (for I had been burnt with that 
Candle already) he would compaſs this by making 


me cloſe with an Appearance of Good, which he 


did thus: I ſtudied Short-hand, in the Study of 
which, aiming, at Perfection in it, I was exceſſive 


and fo taken up altogether from any other Thing, 


that I could ſcarce get the Form of Duties gone 
about twice a Day. In the End I reſolved to give 
Way, cheated with this, that, the ſooner I ac- 
uired Knowledge herein, I ſhould the ſooner have 
Leiſure to wait on Gop; but however, this Spi- 
rit of Whoredom cauſed me to err, and took 
away my Heart. | 


STE 3: When I was called Home, thro? Want 


* 


of godly Company, and dead formal Society among 

i lived, I was brought a further Length of 
Decay, even to omit Duties almoſt altogether ; 
contenting myſelf . ordinarily with Bed-prayers, 
and ſlight Reading of Scripture and 
Several Things had Influence on this; the Want of 
a convenient Room, a prevailing Spirit of Sloth 


that would not break thro' Difficulties, ſome falſe 


Hopes that all would be well: Sometimes my 
Heart would ſecretly deſpair, and propheſy Things 


would never be better, and it is in vain to pray; 


thro' theſe Things it came to paſs that my Heart 
turned altogether out of Tune, and heeded not 
my Work at all. 5 | 


STEP 4. Then, thro' Want of the Fear of Gop, 
and Unwatchfulneſs, did I become vain and light 
in my Converſation ; I followed Lies and Vanities; 
complied with ſinful Cuſtoms, made no Conſcience 
of what Company I came into, inventing to myſelf 
Inflruments 8 ſeeking Content from the 
Creature. When A was away, my Heart 

2 turned 
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turned melancholly, but did not turn to Gop. I 
would pray 3 viſited wi any Difappvint- 
ments; but ſtill thro?” Interruption, joſt more 

Ground than I gained, ſo as I went daily — 
ide Stream, and grew exceeding hard- hearted: 
Spiritual Duties were a Wearinefs' and a Burden: 
and thus I' was not only diſcouraged and remiſs in 


Duties, ſli ghting them yy Coney but gre v 
untender ar and ya, in my : hon. BT. all 


Wurxcz 1 took" 2 fifth Se which was, going | 
to ſome Relations to pals a Viſit, where there were 


many Profeſſors and much Profeſſion; there 1 got d 
4 dead Stroke, ſo as it is a Wonder how Tever re- / 
covered, _ 

6. My Sins were, . Süghting and quitting 0 


of Duties publick and private. 2. Vain and light 
Converſation like the World ; the Shew of 
Countenance witneſſed againſt me. 3. Idle Jeft- 
ing. 4. Breaking the Sabbath with Jdleneſs ail 
mine own Words. 5. Following the Luſts of the 
Fleſh and divers Vanities. 6. Senſuality. 7. Do- 
ing no Good, neither glorifying Gov, nor  edify- 


ing others, nor profiting myſelf.” 


7. NoTWITHSTANDING of this, the Lord 
upheld me by his Right-hand, and kept in the dy- 
ing Spark, that all theſe Waters could not quite ex- 
2 it; I fell not totally away, nor was T vt- 

| terly forſaken of Gop, Fer. v. 5. For thefe 
Thing remained ; 1. I did pray, meditate and read 
now and then; 1 was not driven altogether from 
N I did not ſhew myſelf to have no Know- 
— at all, in not calling on Gop, Pſalm xiv. 4. 
here remained a ſecret and quiet Hope, Things 
would be well, and a Looking up to Him ; tho 


62 down, orb; not In n» Deſpair.  '3 L 3- Loye and Aﬀec- 
tion 
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tion to and Eſtimation of the People of Gop» 
and Delight in them, ſtill remained. 4. Diſatiſ- 
fiedneſs with my preſent Condition, 1 
der and mourning when I remembered the Days 
of old; this Courſe was not pleaſant, I was like 
a Bone out of Joint; theſe 1 were not my 
Element. 5. Some Love to my firſt Huſband re- 
mained, and a preferring of the firſt Courſe even 
in its worſt before this; even as one prefers the 
Day to the Night: And often would I ſay that 
Word, with Fob, O that it were with me as in 
Months paſt, when the Candle of the Lord 
ſhined upon my Head! Job xxix. 2, Þ 4. 6.1 
knew that it was ill with me; tho' I ſlept, yet 
I was not ſo dead as to be without Senſe or Know- 
ledge altogether. _—© . 

8. TytsE Things had Influence on my Decay 
mainly; 1. Want of outward and inward Afflic- 
tions: I had no. Changes, therefore feared nat Gop, 
*. IV. 19. The Spurs were out of my Side, 

errors wear away, which drove me to Duty. 
2. In reſpect of the Decay of that in ward Sweet- 
neſs which accompanied Duty formerly; Go, 
having brought me out of Egypt into the Wilder- 
neſs, had withdrawn that. 3, Many Temptations. 
from within and from without, which the Lozp. 
kept up before. Now the Logp let out my ori- 
zinal Corruption, and. I found nothing but a dead 
hard Heart from within, and Diſcouragemen from. . 
without, and this made the Way more hard. 4. 
The powerful Means were removed; the good. 
Company and powerful Sermons were gone which 
did feed me. 5. Godleſs Company that had no 
Gtace, that did eat out all Religion out of me. 6. 
The formal, carnal and lifeleſs Converſation of 
"ome (much cried up) Proſeſſors made me even de- 
pair, 7. Too eagerly following of lawful Com- 
13 forts, 
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forts, and r and Studies. * on. 
ing remiſs in the Exerciſe of Duties, ef y of 
one Prayer and Meditation. 9: Not four ooking to 

is in the Beginning, but letting them run on; 
not heeding Things, or conſidering my Ways, 
but fleeping: And * became my Sn. 


e with Thorns 


ieee eee 5 


HAP. III. 
oy my * from Darkneſs. 


1 my backſliden Condition, nor without In- 
uption, but very leiſurely. The Seed was ſown, 
and l. grew; and I 1 5 not how. As it was 
ſown with little Noiſe, ſo did it grow up 
quietly, and had many, Interruptions and 
22 12 backward and forward; like the filing 
me Waves gained Ground, and ſome ſuc- 
ED Toft and abated, but a new Overflowing 
ined all. There Would come a Wave of the 


mug er 


ne bb; at Foo ove rflow 5 84 but after that a 


ol as eyer again; and then a lia 1.97 and 
then a Recovery, 0 as for a long Time I was tofl- 
ed up "and down like a Locuſt wearied of myſelf, 
and 1 my Life, and Righteouſneſs and Enlarge- 
ments of Heart, and of all thele 'Gloties. I was 
after Humiliation of Heart, by a ſtrong yet 55 

Hy 45 the Command of c; with little Din 


Ma ade 


HE Lox p did not raife me all at once out of | 
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made to believe and reſt on Chr iſt, ſo as I had never 
done before; and in Proceſs of Time, the Loxp 
had almoſt perfected his Work before I had thought 
He had well begun. The Way and Steps of this 
my Recovery were, | 


STEP I. After I had long departed from Gop, 
and ſo gone far aways the Lok made me unſa- 
tisfied with my preſent Condition; even in this 
laughing Madneſs was my Heart ſorrowful: And 
when in my Jollity, any Time I thought on my 
former State, I would fay, Oh what a ſad Condi- 
tion am I in now! Oh that it were with me as in 
Months pat! Oh that I were under Chriſt's Ter- 
=, again! His Glooms were better than this at 


STEP 2. I had Thoughts to return to my firſt 
Huſband, but was beaten from this with the Ap- 
rehenſions that it was not Time; and hence it 
Waka. a great Caſe to me, whether the Lox p 
may aſſault a Soul with a Spirit of Conviction, and 
leave it, and come again? Sometimes I thought 
2 judicially hardened, and my Time gone; 
ut the Lord did take the Thorn away, and made 
me hope, by caſting a Book into my Hand which 
did write of Compunction; and he ſtates the Caſe, 
viz. Whether a Man once under Convititons, and 
theſe dying without Fruit, can be again converted? 
He determined it l with ſuch Reaſons 
as then convinced me, ſo as I reſolved to try, tho 
found therein a great Difficulty, FEE 


STEP 3. Was the ſetting about the Means, with 
Prayer, Reading and Meditation. I reſted not in, 
bare fruitleſs Wiſhings, but I was 88 * 
myſelf to ſeek the Lok, tho with Pifficulty. 

tinued praying Morning and Evening for ſome 


Time, 
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Time, and preparing my Heart, notwithſtandi 

all my Diſcouragements and Indiſpoſition and little 
Succeſs; for my Heart continued hard, dead and 
blind, and Converſation carnal, and Duties were 
a Burden to me. | | 


STEP 4. Having for ſome twenty Days prayed, 


mourned and complained,” and not finding any 
Life, but my Deadneſs increafing, and hearing no 
Word of Chrit, I begun to have Suſpicions that 
Sentence indecd was piſſed againſt me, and that! 
was ſealed under the Plague of an hard Heart; 


and was tempted to caſt aſide Duties as vain: 


And then I faid, Oh poor Soul, thou wilt never 
get fo much as a tender Heart again, nor ſo much 
as once to pour out this thy Soul to Gop before 
thou die. While I was thus exerciſed, the Loxp 
was pleaſed to let me again taſte ſome of the Sweet- 
neſs of Dutics; for one Time IT went in the Mul- 
titude of my Thoughts to the Lord in Prayer, 
and it pleafcd the Spirit to blow, and to open my 
Heart, ſo as I priy:d with Abundance of Tears 
and great Liberty, and I found much Sweetneſs in 


the Work: Now, altho“ T was not ſatisfied with 


this, yet I was comforted, in that it was a Proof 
to me that the Loxp had not quite forſaken me, 
and that after this there would come better. C 


STEP 5. I begun to fall more cloſcly to Work, 
and put other Saiis on, and more Irons in the Fire; 
then did I write Diaries, make Vows and Cove- 
nants, and fall to the Work of Self. examination, 
and write ſyme infant Notions of practical Divi- 
nity, and my Meditations on ſeveral Texts, which. 
did me Good, and at firſt helped me forward. 


Srer 6. The Loxp by Duties wearied me with 
them, mortifred me to my Self. righteouſneſs, —_ 
| * did 
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did with Labour bring down my Heart. 1. He 
diſcovered unto me, and let me el the Evil and 
Power of my Heart: Then did I groan, under the 
Burden of a dead, blind and carnal Heart, and the 
Body of Death was my great Exerciſe, and Heart- 
ills, eſpecially Hardneſs of Heart : And thus more 
ſenſibly than ever I was wearied and burdened with 
my Heart, though not in Horror. 2. The Loxp 
let me ſee the Sinfulneſs of all my Duties and beſt 
Actions; the Formality, Lifelefinsſs, and corrupt 
Principles whence they proceeded, and my. great 


| Snort Foayng „ fo as I knew theſe were not my 


Saviours, and turned mine Eyes from them. 3.4 
was wearied with myſelf, my Sins and Duties, 


dragged through various Diſpenſations, and bux- 
dened with fruitleſs Labour: I faw I could not put 


my Heart in a Frame, nor keep my Heart in a 
Frame when it was in it, but fill did break my 
Reſolutions.” My Duties yielded neither Peace nar 


Satisfaction, nor did they mortify Sin; for I was 


but rowing againſt the Stream, and after a long Time 


worſe in my own Conceit than before: I was dying 


metimes, and living again; when like to die, the 
Lokp would look upon me and put it in my Heart 


to ſeek Him, and would ſend down Influences, and 


enlarge my Soul with Love and Deſires aſter Him- 
ſelf, and Sorrow for Sin, and new Reſolutions; 
and this would quicken me for a While, apd make 
me hope and ſeek the Lox D. And then again my 
Soul would be over-clouded, and I would turn un- 
watchful, and fall to my ordinary Sins, and de- 
nh from the Lord: And with this I was N 
auſe my Reſolutions were broken; and I w:s 
diſcouraged, and deſpaired ever to come up; and 
was weakened, thinking, how ſhall I look the 
Lozyp in the Face? What 8 can I now 
give Him for my Behaviour? Vet, whilſt thus 
knowing what to do, and unablc 

to 
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to think of what might do me Good, Gop would 
ſbine in upon my Soul; and among a hundred 
Viſits of this Kind He gave me, and by which He 
many Times reſtored my dying Heart to Life, He 


was pleaſed ſtill to come out and create a new 


Thing, ſome new Ground, and the Floods would 


ſtill increaſe. How often have JI ſaid, Now, ſure 
the LoRD will come, and will not tarry; now! 


"hall keep fiſt what J have. But I was deceived: 


All Fiefh is Grafs, and the Glery theroef withereth, 
I have faid ſometimes in my Extremity, Now, 
what is it that can quicken me? Sure! PER ne- 
ver recover out of this, though Gon ſhould open 
Windows in Heaven, Then would the Lokp 
ſhew his Power and. Condeſcendency, and would 
quicken me, and put away my Fears, and make 
me look chearful, and cauſe me to put on new Re- 
ſolutions. In a Word, I was thus wearied and 


burdened in a Wildernefs for the Space of three 


full Years, and poured from Vcſlel to \'4 eſſel. we 


Sr 7. When all failed, and that T was at 


the Point of Dying, the LoxD would, ſend ſome 
extraordinary Thing, ſome fit Word, ſome good 
Book, that would quicken me and ſtrengthen me 
ſometimes to ſpend half Nights in Prayer. Some- 
times, meeting with other Chriſtians, the Lord 
would rain ſome ſeaſonable Word; and Nothing 
did me more good than Stories relating to GoD's 
Dealing with others. Likewiſe, being in the 
South, the Lon p viſited me with a powerful Mi- 
niſtry, which did keep in my dying Life, and 
greatly encouraged me; many a Time was my 
wooning Life revived, and I brought from the 
Gates of Death. Theſe Waterings inſenſibly ſanc- 
tified me more and more both in Heart and Con- 
verſation, an] made heavenly Things reliſh with 
my Soul; and by them I was made more capable 
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to receive the LoRD,. and my Eyes therewith kept 
waking. * 


STEP 8. After I was thus humbled, I proceed- 
ed another Step, even to reſign. myſelf to the 
LoRD. It was occaſioned by reading a Sermon 
of Mr. Andrew Gray's, on theſe Words, My Son, 
ive me thy Heart. I cried out, „ O Lorp, 
„ though I cannot command this evil Heart to 
« Thee; yet, if I have Power or Right of it, I 
here legally renounce that Right in thy Favour, 
« and make over myſelf to Thee, and all that is 
« within me: Now, LorD, take me at my 
« Word, and take Advantage of this to claim me 
« as thine own; accept the real Motions of my- 
„% Will: O that Chriſt would now look on me as 
„His, and make Uſe of this Right!” In the 
Strength of this I walked for ſome Time, tho” it 
t did not always ſatisfy ; yet I could always fay, 
« LoRD, Thou offereſt Thyſelf to me, and I 
cannot take Thee; LoRD, I likewiſe offer my- 
„ ſelf to Thee, Thou mayſt take me, but wilt 
„not: Oh! others take Advantage of my Bar- 
gains; O that Chri/t would do fo, and challenge 
a Claim and Right to me! LorD, Thou ſay ſt 
* Thou art willing to do me Good; Lorp, I 
offer myſelf to Thee to do with me what Thou 
* wilt; only let me not be guided by myſelf.” 
Here came I, and I did ſtick and wreſtle for ſome 
Time, ſtriving to come forth. This was in . 
and I continued ' till the latter End of Augy/t thus. 


FRom which I obſerve this: 1. That Folk 
may contract by Backſliding what they will not in 
very long Time recover again, and the Dregs of 
t may remain after they are indeed begun to return . 
o the LoRD: The Security and Indiſpoſitions I 
den contracted, I am not free from yet. 85 A 
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Man's whole Life is but a Converſion ; and the 
LoRd after every Kind of Backſliding draws after 
the ſame Way as at the firit Converſion, yea, and 
deals ſo with them as they may ſeem never to have 
been converted before, Yea, I found a more diſ- 


tin& preparatory Work after my firſt Drawing 
than ever befote: For the Lord did Things in a 


Clap at firſt, and in a very little Time did let me 
ſee that I was undone, that I was not converted, 
nor could convert myſelf; and the Inſufficiency of 
Duties and an unconverted Condition, with God's 
Wrath, had ſume Impreſſions on my Spirit: And 
then the LoRD revealed Chrift unto me, on whom 
I believed, and with whom I cloſed. But now the 
Lok did draw me very clearly, and did inſiſt in 
every Step ſo, as that all the Knowledge I have of 
the Works of Preparations, I have it from what 1 
met with after I knew Chriff, more than from 
what I met with at firſt. 3. The ſtrongeſt, laſt 
and bittereſt Enemy the Lok p hath, and which 
He abhorreth moſt, is ſpiritual Pride; againſt this 
He ſetteth Himſelf mainly, I mean, the vain-glo- 
rious Folk have in their own Strength, and their 
own Righteouſneſs. It is hard to get our high 
Conceits down, and to glorify Gob and make 
Uſe of his Righteouſneſs. It is eaſy to let a Man 
ſee he is not converted, that he cannot ſave him- 
ſelf; but it is hard perſuading him that he can do 
Nothing, not ſo much as be thankful for the leaſt 
Mercy: Ye will not perſuade him to live, and live 
only in, to, and by another, and ſubmit himſelf, 
his Will in all Things to Gop. , 4. It is the Fre- 
2 and Conſtancy of Gop's Waterings that 
doth Good, rather than any Meaſure of a particu- 
lar Viſitation; and from this more Love may be 
gathered, Fohn xv. 7. If my Words abide in 5 
He that endureth to the End ſball be ſaved. 5. 4 
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watchfulneſs is a conſtant and deadly Evil, , preju- 
Kein to a Progreſs in Grace. 


M Aw IAE the Lox po intending to ſettle me, 
made me learn to live by Faith. e Way and 
Manner whereof, as I remember, I ſhall ſet down; 
which was the laſt Step of my Recovery. £ 


1. FIN DIN G no Reſt ſtill, I began to be 8 
ful and diſconſolate, and, like Pharaoh's Chariots, 
to drive on heavily. I continued waiting in the 
Means; and one Day, as I was reading, I read 
theſe Words in Haggat ii. 17. [ ſmote ye in all the 
Labour of your Hands, yet ye turned nat to Me, ſaith 
the LoRD. I el this ſpiritually; that is, 
thought I, Gop hath ſmitten me in all my La- 
de Duties, Reſolutions and Vows, and for all 
this I turned not to Gop: But wherein am I not 
turned? Havel not left my Sins, mourned, prayed, 
read and meditared ? What remains yet to be done? 
What Duty or Mean do I flight? What Pains, in 
my Power, have I with-holden ? I therefore caſt 
mine Eyes upon all Duties; and, while I was thus 
ſearching, ſome bleſſed Motion was ſu ggeſted to 
me, That I had all my Life-time lighted | the Duty 
of Believing, and had not turned to Gop by F ares 
therefore, until this thou do, Gop will ever con- 
tinue ſmiting thee in all the Labours of thy Hand, 


for without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe Gop: 


And it hath been the Want of this, and this only, 
that hath blaſted thee in all thine Endeavours. 
Faith, quoth J aſtoniſhed, what is this! Lok, 
now keep me from a Deluſion. Yes, Faith, of 
which ſo much is ſpoken in Scripture, that is che 
main Grace, ſaid the Spirit. Theſe Things wade 
me ſome Way apprehenſive of the Matter. 5 
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2.1 vow found that Faith had a great Place in 
—_— and withal, looking to myſelf, I found 


that I had very little practiſed it, and was as great 
a Stranger to it as theſe Diſciples, As xix. I, 2. 
were to the Knowledge of the Holy Ghoſt : I knew 
not what it was, nor had-formerly exerciſed it, or 
diſtintly and exprefly heard of it; for this ill Prin- 
ciple remained with me, viz. I believed that none 
ſhould believe but Perſons fo and ſo qualified, 
which until I could find, I thought I was to lie in 


my Priſon and mourn. 


3. Taz Loxp did, convince me fully that I 
ſhould believe, and that it was the Duty of every 
one: For, as I ſaid before, I thought that only 
Perſons ſo and ſo qualified were bound to believe; 
but the merciful Logp Himſelf did unlooſe this 
Knot, by calling me to Him, convincing me that 
it was my Duty io to do; and thereby the Chains 
wherewith Sate had for a long Time bound me, 
and kept me from the diftiact Exerciſe aud Life of 
Faith, were broken: And that which lis wonderful 
is, I heard it an hundred Times preſſed in Sermons 
to believe, and yet until thet Day was never per- 
ſuaded it was my Duty to believe, nor never mind- 
ed that Exerciſe at all. The Grounds whereby J 
was then perſuaded to believe, or that Believing 
was my Duty, yea, and that all were bound to, 
believe, Which was the fut Point, were tha ſe: 


1. That Scripture, 1 Jahn iii. 23. This, us bis (um- 


mandment, that ye believe on ib Name of the Son of 
Gon. Then it is commanded, concluded I; and 
hy is it not Duty? Nay, is it not the great Com · 
mand? Doſt thou queſt ian that Prayer is thy Duty): 
Truly it is thy Duty, becauſe commanded: Then 
Faith, or-Beoeiving of Eri, being commanded 
likewiſe, it is thy Duty as well as Prayer. — 


2. Wicked unregencrate Men are commanded to 
e believe; 
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believe; and it is the great Duty, more acceptable 
to Gon than any thou canſt perform, John vi. 28. | 
IWhat is the Work of God, that we ſhould work it: 
The Anſwer, Verſe 29. was very contrary to their 


Expectations: This is the Hork of Gop, that ye be- 


lieve on Him whom He hath ſent : This is the firſt, 
the great Command, and a Command tying even 
ſuch as were the Fews. 3. That Scripture was 
brought to my Mind, Rom. iv. 20. Abraham by 


12. Becauſe ye believed not, to ſandtify my Name be- 
fore this People, therefore ye ſhall not bring this People 


into. the Land promiſed. Now, ſeeing Believing 


glorifies Gop, thou art bound unto it; for every 
Man is bound to glorify Gop:: Who queſtions 
this? Believing gloriſies Gop, in acknowledgi 

his Power, Goodneſs, and rich Grace. he 
Spirit urged this Argument, The Wicked are pu- 
niſhed for not believing, therefore it is their Duty 
to believe. See Pſalm Ixxviii. 32, 33. He con- 
ſumed their Days in Vanity, becauſe they believed not 
en Him; and ſo ſhall He do with Thee if thou do 
not believe. 5. This was confirmed to me by the 
firſt Scripture, and by the Language of fome Pro- 
vidences: What elſe could 1 call my continual 
Diſappointments and fruitleſs Labours, but a Call - 
to me to try what this might do? My Days were 
conſumed, and therefore by my Stroke I might 
read my Sin. iel WY TS. 


4. Tur Lord having by [theſe perſuaded and 
convinced me that it was my Duty to believe, and 
rolled this Stone away from the Sepulchrez He pro- 
ceded next to anſwer my manifold Objections, 
which then did begin to ſwarm and keep me from 
believing. The main were: 1. I cannot believe, and 
therefore why am I called to believe? It is the Gift 
f Go, and why ſhould I hammer out a Faith of 

2 K 2 | my 


, We Lies of 


my own Bowels ? This will not be accepted. It was 
anſwer'd, TheLoxp, by thus drawing and inviting 
thee, gives thee Power to come, as it was when 
He called on dead Lazarus to live and come forth. 
And beſides, thou canſt not ſanctify a Sabbath, 
nor pray; yet it is thy Duty, and thou gocſt about 
at as thou canſt; ſo do here. Yea, to the Wcaricd 
it is not impoſſible. A ſecond Ol jcction was, I 
fear I may preſume. It was anſwered, To be- 
heve, in Obedience to a Command, is no Pie— 
ſumpꝛion: When thou receiveſt Chri/?, and 'in this 
Act believeſt on and reſteſt in Him for Pardon, 
this being Obedience cannot be Preſumption, for 
it is no Preſumption to obey Gop; to believe b 
uncalled, is Preſumption, or unwarrantable. — c 
ection 3. I am not enough humbled, my Heart WF 

is dead and hard, and I am altogether inſenſible of W - 
my Condition, and therefore how can I be called W _ 
to believe? For it is the JFeary and Heavy: laden 5 
that are called to come. It was anſwered, It may 1 
le 


be fo, but this gives na Right to come; it is the 
Call and Command of Gop, and Goſpel-Offers, 
which give a Right, and not any Qualification: 
Thou art miſerable, and naked, and wild; all is 


true: But how can it be otherwiſe, when thou , 
haſt lived at ſuch a Diſtance from Cbriſt, whois W ©; 
the Fountain of Life ? If thou wouldſt believe, He P, 
would give thee what thou wanteſt; there is no 11 
other Way of receiving Liſe, but by coming to be 
Him, 2 v. 40. Objeclion 4. But I cannot I g, 
prize C gf nor am I prepared. It was anſweree, W 
That as Faith fetches all from Him, ſo fetches it _ 
prizing of Him too; for if Faith fetches all from te 
Chrift, then it brings Nothing to Chriſt but Dead. 0. 
neſs, Blindneſs aed Sinfulneſs: Come to Him for ds 
+ Grace to prize Him; if thou once wouldſt believe, Bel 
then Chri/t would be precious to thee, 1 Pet. ii. the 
Emptineſs is the beſt Qualification: The _ it 
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He filleth with good Things, but the Rich He ſandeth 
away empty, There is no more required than, what 
makes thee willing to accept Him; if therefore 
thou be willing to accept Chriſi, thou prizeſt Him 
ſufficiently, and art ſufficiently prepared. 
Objeftion 5, Thou findeſt no glorious Power draw- 
ing thee. It was anſwered, Yet I find the LoRD 
in his Word calling me, and this is as ſufficient. a 
Ground to- thee as though He came perfonally and 
viſibly here and defired this of thee; and therefore 


do now what thou wouldſt do then. 


I conFEss, by anſwering theſe Objections, and 
by other Arguments, the LorD did ſenſibly and 
ſeaſonably, and with a ſtrong Hand, convince me 
that it is my Duty to believe. Oh, will He take 
ſuch a vile Worm as [! Yes, He will; for thou 
art the fitteſt Perſon in the World for Him to glo- 
rify his Grace on. The Lok p did inceſſantly 
follow me with theſe "Thoughts, yea, I found 2 
ſenſible Power dealing with me. o1_ na 


5. TE Lon did alſo by ſuitable Providences 
back the Call of his Word upon my Spirit; for on 
a Day of private Humiliation it was my ordinary 
Way to read Heb. xi. and the Firſt Epiſtle of 
Peter, where ſo much is ſpoken of Faith. Then 
all Scripture concerning Faith, and Treatiſes 
peaking: thereof, and Meditations of it, were 
lweet, which now I began to underſtand. I was 
now come as it were to a new World, and there 
was ſuch a Stix upon my Spirit as I never found 
the like before: Fain would I believe, but ah I 
could not! I found a Spirit of Reſiſtance, there 
was a Blindneſs upon my Eyes; I knew not what 
Believing was, nor on whom. On the one Hand, 
the Lox D by his Commands, Motives, earneſt In- 


\tations, Fromiſes, and anfwering Objections, 
N ves, 
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yea, and terrible Threatnings in Caſe of Unbelief, 


was puſhing me forward, and that ſpeedily's for 


all Doors were ſhut but this of Faith: For I could 
neither pray nor do any Thing, in Reſpect of the 
Sinfulneſs of it without Faith, and therefore this 
behoved to be my firſt Work. On the other Hand, 
Ignorance of Chris, and of the Duty of Believing, 
and Fear of Preſumption and believing on my own 
Strength, did toſs me like a Ball; I knew not what 
to do, but like a weak Child ſtuck in the Birth: 

Oh, faid I, how can I believe! Lorp, help my 
' Unbelief), and pity me, Thou who haſt been with 
me ſo wonderfully through the great and terrible 
Wilderneſs, and brought me even to the Borders 
of the good Land; O help here! Well, ſaid the 
Eorp, do but rely on Chri/? for Life with Confi- 
dence that He will help thee. In this and to this 
F found fome Strength, and then I endeavoured it, 
and faid, Behold, 1 come to Thee, Loxp, do not 
Thou caſt me off. But the LorD ſaid; Come not 


only to ſee what Chrif will do with Thee, but 


likewiſe reſt upon and believe from his Goodneſs 
that He will do all that Thou ſtandeſt in Need of. 
Well then, anſwered my Heart, ſince it is fo, I 
will take my Hazard, and on Thee I caſt myſelf, 
eome of it what will. And verily that which 
ſeemed in my moſt ſerious Exerciſe to be the No- 
tion of Faith by which J cloſed with Chriſi was, 
à certain Kind of Perſuaſion and Reſt in it, that J 
had, the Lox D would do me Good, and help me 
in all Things: And the great Thing that was 
preſſed upon me was, not to doubt of Chriſt, eſpe- 
4. _ Good-will; in which in ſome Meaſure 
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AFTFR much ee Well, aid I, O Log, 
ſince it is ſo, that J muſt of Neceſſity believe, a- 


gainſt Senſe hid Reaſon, and as I can, I do give 


my Soul to Thee, and Truſt thou wilt ſave me 


from all my Sins; and though this be counted Pre- 
ſumption, yet J will truit in Him: I was much 
ſtrengthened herein from 7e xiii. 15. Theugh He 
hill me, yet will I truſt in Him: Tho” all Things 
ſeem to cry, deſpair and die, and tho' for my Pre- 
ſumption He ſhould kill me, yet I will truſt in 
Him; and now, LokD, fince I have ſealed this 
Bargain, and cioſed with Thee, fend Strength, 


not for any Thing in me, but becauſe J am thy 


Servant, that I may honour Thee niy Maſter, 


6. I Han no ſooner ſpoken theſe Words, but 
the LorD revealed Himſelf and his Love. Then 
were my Eyes opened to ſee Love in all Diſpenſa- 
tions. Oh, this was an Heart- raviſhing Conſi- 
—— The Lord, that followed me many a 

3 never reſted 'till He had compleate d 
his Work with me, and *till He had engaged me 
to believe. O the Love of Crit! It Chrift had 


no Power to help a poor rn but had Love, He 
would even die over it. 6 


7. From this I obſerve, 1. That before ever a Soul 
can believe, he muſt be called of Gop; for elſe no 


Man would, could or ſhould come. 2. That the 


immediate End of effectual Calling is to receive 
Chrift by Faith, or to believe in and. reſt on Him 
for all Things, Jahn vi. 28. Matt. xxii. 3. Iſa. 
lv. 1. For tho' the Saints be ſaid to be called ts 
Heaven, to Peace, to be holy; yet is not this the 
immediate End of effectual Calling, but, as ſaid, 
to receive Feſus Chriſi and all Things freely; offered 
in the Goſpel. 3. This Call is inward as well as 
99 borne in upon our Spirit a, G _ 
wit 
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with the Heart, for the outward Call will never'do 
alone. 4. This Call is a glorious Call, and ſtamp- 
ed with Majeſty and Authority. As it is the 
Lorp that calls, ſo doth He ſtamp his oπCen Name 
on it, ſo that the Sou! knows it is Gop that is 
dealing with him: And ſo, where the Hard of a 
Ring is, there is Power; and who may ſay unto Him, 
What diſt Ther? 5. Faith is neither to love Chri/t, 
or to be content to take Him; for that is wrought 
already; (to love a Perfon, and to be content to 
marry him, is not Marriage; it is but a Diſpoſi- 
tion to Marriage) nor yet to believe that He is 
able to fave, or to hope; but it is to believe on 
Chriſt, that He is yours, and will beſtow Himſelf 
and all Things on you; and when thus you be- 
heve, you have it: Or, it is a cordial Aſſent, and 
particular Application of the Promiſes, giving 

Chrift and all his Benefits. G:ve but a particular 
and cordial Aſſent tothe Goſpel, and that is Be- 
leving; and he never heard the Goſpel, ro whom 
it ſpoke not this. 6. True Humiliation doth not 
conſiſt in legal Terrors, nor yet in the Continu- 
ance of Terrors; elſe the Damned ſhould be mot 
humbled: Rather in a Conviction of the Want of 
all Things, railing a Diſſatisfaction with the pre- 
ſent Condition, and a Deſpair of Self, and a juſti- 
fying of Gop in all Matters. Yea, the trueſt Pre. 

parations for Chri/ft are a Senſe and Conviction of 
Vileneſs, and Guiltineſs, Dead neſe, Hardneſs, and 
Blindneſs, and a Weariedneſs with the World and 
Duties and the evil Heart. 7. Tho” all be hum- 
bled, all are not alike humbled ;. ſo, though. all 
Believers be drawn to Chriſ and united to Him, 
yet are not all drawn in the fame Manner to 
Chrifl:- To ſome Heaven: as it were is opened, the 
Lob revealing the Glory of Jeſus to them, ſo as 
they leave All in a Moment, and come flying ta 


Him; the Soul is fo over-pqwened; that Ms = 
| but 
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but cleave to the Lox D JesUs. There are others 
that are under deep Horrors, and brought down to 
Hell, and diſtracted with Terrors; and Chrift is 
lovely as one that faves from Wrath and Hell: 
Neceſſity makes them flee to the City of Refuge. 
Some under the Senſe of a dead, blind, empty 
Heart, flee to Him for Life and Eye- ſalve more 


expreſly. Some find they cannot come; they de- 


fire the Lord to bring them. Some by the Senſe 
of a Command deſperately venture, and their Faith 
is an Act of Wilfulneſs, Job xiii. 15. Some come 
to Cbriſt, and they hang (having his Promite, 


That whoſoever comes, He will in no wiſe cat off) 


by Expectations, Hope and Defire, until a greater 
Window be opened in Heaven; and then they 
clearly receive Chriſt, when the LoRD IJESVus is 

iven, ſo as the everlaſting Doors are opened. 
Some cloſe with Chri/t by Way of Marriage Con- 
ſent and Contract, Chrift overcoming the Heart 
by Love. B. The Soul in believing cloſes with 
the Perſon of Chriſ, and cloſes with Him only and 
for ever; to come to Chriſ for his Benefits only, 
is not a perſonal Love; to come to Chri/t, but not 
to Him only, is an adulterous Marriage ; to come 
to Him for ſome Time, and not for ever, is but to 
give Chriſt a Viſit, not to marry Him. 9. The 
whole Life of a Man is a continued Converſion to 
(op, in which he is perpetually humbled under a 


Senſe of Sin, and draws nearer and nearer to Gon 


with more fervent Faith and Love, and daily walks 
cloſer and cloſer with the LoRD, endeavouring at 
Perfection, Matt. xviii. 3. Luke xxii. 32. Prov. 
xxiii. 26. Cant. iv. 8. Pſalm lxiv. 7. And Gon 
doth as it were act over and over again his Work 
in the Heart, forming his People more exactly than 
before: And therefore no Wonder they meet with 


Something like a ſecond, yea, and à third and 


fourth Converſion ; - eſpecially where there are 
Back- 
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Backſlidings. 10. The Kingdom of Heaven, either 
outward or inward, cometh not with Obſervation, 
The Foundations of the Tempie may be Matter 
of Mourning, and little Glory ſeen therein; The 
Day of ſmall Things ; a great Stream may proceed 
from a ſmall Fountain. The Lord comes not in 
the Thunder nor Earthquake, but in tbe full ] 
Vice. We think like Naaman, that when Gopr Ml 
comes to the Heart, He will appear in viſible ſ 
Glory: And ſometimes He doth ; yet at other f 

Times his Voice is not heard in the Streets, and [ 
He groweth as a tender Plant out of the dry Ground, t 
and there is little Beauty ſeen in Him. What a \ 
poor Beginning was all this of a Life of Faith ? 6 
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1. I liked Eaſe and Reſt; and now, when the ca 
Lon p had broken my Bonds and Yoke, I thought di, 
there was no more for me to do, I dreamed of no let 


Cloud or Night: And fince the Main was ſecured, m 
I did not apprehend ſuch a Neceſſity of Labour, ca 
but would have been ſleeping in my Neſt; or elfe ay 
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ken up into, Chri/7s Arms as I was at firſt, and 
to be patlive, and Chi to do all, Hef. xi. 3. 
P/ xxx. 6. T ſaid, like Peter, It is goed to be here; 
and, Let us make a Tabernacle: Unt 11 a Cloud 
over-ſhadowed me, which, when it did, I expect- 
ing in vain Chriſi's Return in the ſame Manner, 
Then not finding Peace not Reſt in God, becaule 
[ would. nut dig for it, I ſtrove to have it from the 
World, and therefore turned flothful, and for 
ſome Time followed Vanities, ſeeking Reſt; un- 
till (reproved) I went to Prayer, but got n Good. 
took up Shepherd's Sound Helieuer, and there read 
this Queſtion, Hew ball I know whether my tobole 
Soul hath come to Chriſt? He anſwers, ++ When 
« Chri/t alone gives ſufficient Satisfaction, ſo as 
«© there is no Necg of Idols and Lufts.” Ah! 
laid I, I do not thus; for my Heart runs out con- 
tinually after Idols. How couldit thou think (ſaid 
Conſcience} that waſt fo dead, to cloſe with Ghri/t 
with the whole Soul? Have not the Effects diſco- 
vered thy Unſoundneſs and Hypocriſy ? See to the 
Whorithneſs and Adulteries of thy Heart, and by 
that judge of thy Love in marrying Chri/? + Doth 
not thy Unſteadineſs in his Covenant prove that 
thy Heart was not right with Gop at firſt, and 
that thou liedſt unto Him when thou cloſedft 
with tzim as the Rock of thy Salvation? Upon 
this I concluded, that a my Life-time 1 was in a 
Dejuſign, which made the Sky very black. T his 
Temptation. was ſo violent there was no. refiſting 
It, whereby: my. Heart became ſorrowſul, ſtrength- 
les. and diſcouraged : Oh what ſhall I, nay what 
an I do now? Can I beſtow more Pains than I 
did? To bave known before, while I ſuſpected no 
els, that I was wrong, would not. ſo have ſhaken 
me; as, after ſome Aſſurance of Favour, to, be. 
caſt down to Hell; Heart and Hand were taken 


way from me; I did not reaſon the Matter, but 


yielded 
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yielded eaſily and quickly: Now were my Foun- 
dations ſhaken, and a Breach made as to my In- 
tereſt in Gop, and in the Grounds which the 
Loko had made me lay; a whole Sea followed. 
But this was not enough : Satan was let out upon 
me, to trouble me Wich atheiftical Thoughts, 
which had like Serpents been hifling, and had ap- 
peared, but were quieted tho” not killed; a cer- 
tain Token that they would, when Occaſion of- 
fered, break out moſt violently. Oh! ſaid I, what 
2 Delaſion have I been in? 'l was never convin- 
ced nar humbled, nay, I think never convinced 
that there Was a Gp. or that his Word was 
true. 


Now the Loxp leaving me, fad being natu- 
rally melancholy, atheiſtical Temptations were 
driven moſt violently upon me, upon which great 

and ſenſible Horror fell upon my Spirit; which 
aroſe,” not ſo much from the Thoughts of this 
that there was no Gop, as from the Thoughts 
that myſelf was an Atheiſt, and that I had nota 
demonſtrative Argument for proving effectually 
that there is a Gop. Oh! miſerable Creature, 
cried I, that periſh'd not when under Horror, before 
J had known any Thing of God! but to live 'till 
now, till J had contracted more Guilt and Pu- 
nithment ! O happy when I thought I had ſinned 
the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt! For then there 
were Hopes, that while I believed the Scriptures, 
by them I might be perſuaded that I had not ſin- 
ned it ; but now no Remedy is left: When the 
Foundations are looſed, what Means can I uſe? 

To whom ſhall I go, when I doubt the Being of 
Gov ? How ſhall J be convinced? How ſhall [ 
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LookinG to the Remedileſneſs of my Condi- 
tion, and the Sadneſs of this Providence, my me- 
lancholy Thoughts, of which Satan made his Uſe, 
repreſented: God as terrible to me, as One who 
had been watching all my Life-time to do me Evil, 
and that was now manifeſting that hid Diſplea- 
ſure againſt me which He bote me this long Time. 
I thought, or apprehended, Gop's Wrath was 
more at my Perſon than Faults; in a Word, Gop 
was fearful to me, ſo that I was all taken to Pieces 
and disjointed. SY eis a hs 

Tris Fire made the Scum and Filth of Rebel- 
lion, and that Hatred that was in my Heart againſt 
Gon, appear: My natural Corruptions were ſtir- 
red more violently than ever ; the reading of Scrip- 
ture and Prayer had no Taſte, nay, theſe Means 
were terrible to me. Oh how happy was it (faid 
Y) when under my firſt Terrors, to what I am at 
this Time ! While Terrors formerly were upon 
me, I could delight in Prayer and other Means, 
which were exceeding ſweet unto me; but now, 
alas | Duties are a Burden, a Weariſomeneſs and 
Terror unto me, and occafionally increaſe my 
Trouble: For, whenever I read ' Scripture, a 
thouſand atheiſtical Thoughts are injected ; and 
therefore my Caſe is moſt hopeleſs. Now the 
Loxp loves me not, and my Soul abhors Him; 
my Heart is ſo wicked, that tho' with Sp:ra 1 ſay 
it not with my Tongue, yet wiſh I that there 
were no Gop; He is ſtrange and terrible unto 
me, an Enemy, ang therefore hateful to me. 
Then did 1 find that the carnal Mind is Enmity 
gainſt Gop; I was a right Repreſentation of the 
Damned in Hell, tormented and hopeleſs, and 
aging againſt Gop and his Providences. Some- 
mes I would ſay, What a ſtrange Thing is this 

Vor. XLIX. L thou 
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thou thinkeſt there is no GoD, and yet art afraid 
of Him. b 


Ir did not a little heighten my Sorrows, that [ 
was within fourteen Days to partake of the Sacra- 
ment: The Condition 1 was in, and the Want of 
the Evidences of Grace, made me look on Com- 
municating as a dreadful Bufineſs ; and the Pride 
of my Heart was ſuch, that having been known 
to have reſolved to communicate, it would be 
thought a Weakneſs not to communicate : And 
for this Cauſe I was the more diligent to get Oil, 
and to get my Wedding Garment on; but found 
not ſuch Returns as upon the like Occaſions J 
had hitherto found, partly thro' Sloth, and partly 
thro” the Pride of my Heart; ſo that I was, on 
the Sabbath-Day Morning that I was to commu- 
nicate, in as ſad a Taking as I was ever before, 


utterly jumbled, and at a Diſtance with Gop, 


and full of Horror and atheiſtical Temptations. 


Ir is true, that for ſome Time it pleaſed Gop 
to ſuſpend theſe Storms, and to give a Calm, by 
binding up Satan for a Time; and it continued 
thus until three Days before my Communicating. 
I wondered how. they could be removed, when 
the Cauſe was not taken away; and, therefore they 
came again when I came to the Fable, Then 

— og myſelf, Oh poor wretched Soul, 
thou haſt oftentimes deſired a Conviction. and 2 
Law-wark, and now thou haſt one to the Purpoſe; 
ſee what Good it doth thee: O A and 

diabolical are theſe Convictons The Occaſion 
and Ground of my 'Trauble were atheiſtical Sug- 
geſtions, and hard Thoughts of Gp; lilcewiſe 
it afflicted me, that I could not get id of all Sin, 
and that I could not be reſolved to do all Duties, 
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eſpecially the Duty of Reproof, to which I was 
averſe thro! my natural Baſhfulneſſs. 


My Trouble was encreaſed by my Communi- 
cating; eſpecially, by converſing with others, 1 
ſound that the Loxp that Day had been diſtribut- 
ing largely; and it was ordinary with them to ex- 
preſs themſelves thus, I have found Him. Oh, 
ſaid I, and am I only a Baſtard ? Hath He given 
to every one their Portion, and famiſhed me? 
This ſtruck me dead, and I was no longer for 
'ompany : The more ſpiritual Sermons were, and 
Societies were, the more was I troubled; I ſaw as 
it were them coming from Eaſt and Weſt, and 
fitting with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and my - 
ſelf among thoſe that were thruſt out: Meat, 
Company, and all Ordinances were a Burden to 
me ; I fat alone, and mine Eyes were heavy with 
Sorrow. Oh, ſaid I, for fome Wilderneſs, that 
| might lament it, and pour out this miſerable 
Soul of mine in the LoxD's Bofom ! My Hopes 
were gone, and I faid, Farewel all pleaſant Days! 
Henceforth I am entering the gloomy Valley and 


| Shadow of Death. No Means would do me 


Good: looked over Mr. Baxter's Arguments for 
the Truth of the Scriptures, but they ſeemed as 
Straw to me, and my diſtempered Spirit brake 
thro? them: All 1 could ſay or hear ſeemed bur 
weak, either to porſuade me, or to give me 
Peace. 1 1 £14.35 DIR 40863 0514 14343 41 
Arn the Sacrament my Terrors increaſed; 
and my Temptations aſſaulted me ſo violently, 
that J was taken off my Knees, and could not 
pay one Word; nay, they were ſo violent, and 
my Fears ſo ſtrong, that I judged they could not 
be removed but b à Miracle: And I wonld- (faid” 
U ſeek no other Evidence of a Divine Power and 
. L 2 Being, 
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Being, than the removing theſe Fears; and. 1 


thought, if the Loxn would condeſcend to this, 
I ſhould doubt no more. Then was it ſuggeſted 
to me, Thy Heart was once fo ſecure, fo careleſs, 
that it needed an Almighty Power to awaken thee 
as now thou art; and canndt the Loxp, who 
hath wounded thy . deemed impenetrable: Heart, 
haaNit again. Loot erik A either an een acts bs 


i 


2. Tris was my Condition; aud the Lond 


was delivering, and did deliver me by theſe Steps 
and Means. 1. I was put continually to ſeek 


the Lon in the Uſe of Means, notwithſtanding 


all my Diſcouragements: I prayed, read and me- 


ditated; and ſome: Healing I would find in theſe, 


but a Cloud ſtill came; however they did Good 
inſenſibly. 2. Being in Mr. T. H. bis Houſe, a 
godly and prudent Man, his Company did me 
much Good, eſpecially his Diſcourſes to me con- 
cerning the Nature of Temptations, and how the 


Devil beats them. violently into the Soul without 


Reaſon, and throws them in as it were, and preſ- 


ſes: by bold Aﬀertions, on the Soul what he would 
have it believe: Likewiſe his Prayers did me. 


Good, eſpecially when he ſpake of Gop's Con- 
deſcendency, and Man's Stubbornneſs; and cited 
Ephraim, whom Gop ſmote, and be went on fre- 


wardly in his Il as; I have ſeen him, and will heal 


him: As likewiſc, the marvellous Light he gave 


to Scriptures, and manifeſted a Depth in them that 


I never perceived before; which aſtoniſhed me, 
and made me ſee Something evidencing a Godhead 
even in them, 2 wonderful Excellency hid in them. 
Laſtly, his cheerful Converſation, not in a carnal 
Way, but his Joy was inwards: proceeding from 
Faith in Gop: For the univerſal Carnality of Pro - 
feſſors, with their Diſcouragements, n 
ſhort of their Principles, did much help forward 

was 1 4 wy 


OCR TOP RC CET 


—RQOoOSeRe waz = rm We a wn wn 22 twns = 4 A ens. ton. 


Wy 


[oO T3 


* 0 
: 
— a 


can bear no longer; and beſides, if Thou delay 


I 
5 
4 
— 
5 
— 
2 
. 
(| 
N . 
$ 
5 
4 
oy 
d 
a 
C 
e 
* 
| 
. 
1 
l: 
> 
t 
. 
a 
l 
1 


My. James Fraſer. 125 
my Atheiſm, as it made me think that a Saint was 
but a Faney; but truly mine Eyes ſaw Something 
of a New. Teſtament Spirit in him, and was ſome 
Way perſuaded, by ſeeing his Holineſs, his Cheer 
fulneſs in Gop, and his deep Reach in ſpiritual 
Myſteries, that there was a Gop, and a Holineſs 
attainable. And ſuch was the Power of Gop in 
him, that with his ſeaſonable Diſcourſe and Prayer 
he would charm, and calm, and quiet my Storms, 
even when I deſpaired of Help, and thought it 
impoſſible; tho* they would return again when I 
was gone from him. 3. When I came from that 
Miniſter's Houſe, my atheiſtical Thoughts recur- 
red and aſſaulted me in ſuch- a Manner that my 
Soul was vexed unto Death. I could bear it no 
longer, and through the Violence of Temptations 
was taken off my Knees, and unable fo much as 
to knit four Sentences together. I at laſt ſat down 
on my Knees, and ſaid to this Purpoſe; Lok, 
if Thou BE, Thou art Almighty, and eanſt re- 
veal ſo much of Thyſelf as may convince me and 
put away this Storm; I deſire Thee therefore to 
— this Proof of thy Power and Being, as this 

ight to put away this Storm, and convince me 
there is a Gop, and that thy Word is true: Lonp, 
be not offended with my Peremptorineſs, for I 


the Revelation of thy Mind herein, my ſupicious 
Heart will de ready to ſay, that it was Time that 
altered my Condition; and, if this very Night 
Thou do, I will look upon it as a ſufficient De- 
monſtration of thy Being . Determine Thou the 
Way thyſelf; I have opened my Mouth. Lon, 
dow the Heavens, and give not by the Continu- 
ance of my Trouble ſuch a Ground of Cavil'to 
the Adverſary againſt me, to make nie doubt 
Thou art the Hearer of Prayer.“ Immediately 
it was ſuggeſted; Now hold by thy Word; and 

| L 3 thou 


126 The LIE of 9 k 


thou ſhalt ſce Gop will not help thee this Night, 
and let this increaſe thy Suſpicions ; for ſure, if 
there were a Gop, He would help when ſo put 


to it. But the Lok did bow the Heavens: For, 


ſitting penſively at the Fire- ſide, meditating on 
ſome rational Arguments for the Verity of the 
Scriptures, and not finding any but ſuch as might 
de ſhifted; at laſt it was ſuggeſted, What: a; Fool 
bhaſt thou been? Art thou an Atheiſt, becauſe thou 
eanſt not prove there is a Gon? Or, is chere no 
God, becauſe thou canſt not demonſtratively prove 
it Suppoſe it poſſible that a Number of honeſt 
Men might lie, and that the World were ſo mad 
as to believe them, and that this Lye had been 
carried fo ſecretly on as never to be diſcovered, 
and all Evidences to the contrary burnt when the 
World univerfally turn'd Chriſtians; tho' this were 
poſſible, is it therefore true? Have ye ever ſeen an 
Argument to prove tber is no Gop,. or that the 
Scriptures are falſe? But grant that theScriptures are 
true; what Evidences could ye have of their Truth 
that ye have not ! The Doctrine itſelf is contrary 
to Fleſh and Blood, againſt Lying and Juggling, 
confirmed by Miracles, done before the World, 
and amidit . ; for a long Time Copies in 
many thouſand Hands in different Countries. and 
Kingdoms, delivered by the moſt holy, ingenuous 
and faithful Men, and not contradicted by Ene- 
mies: Suppoſe, I ſay, all this Courſe had been 
taken as the greateſt Evidence of its Fruth, would 
there not ſtill be Place for: ſuch Objections a8 
theſe? What more Evidence would you have than 
this? Doth it follow, becauſe ſuch Shifts may be 
given, that therefore the Doctrine is not true? 
Might not all tby Anſwers thou giveſt be given 
againſt it, tho' undoubtedly true? 'I'here appeared 
ſuch an Evidence in this, Reaſoning, the LorD 
fhining upon it, that by the ibn oe 0 
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Chrift my Clouds did fly away; the Bands intwhich 


I had been holden, did in an Inſtant break aſunder, 
all my Fears vaniſhed, and there was a Calm: 
In which Gop did ſhew much Goodnefs, and 
Power, and Condeſcendency, who looked ſo ſea- 
ſonably upon me. FMT GUI: 


3. From which J learn, 1. As the Devil ſeems 


to undermine Men in their ſtrongeſt Bulwarks, fo 
muſt the Lox D with a ſtrong Hand convince of. 
and teach fundamental Principles, and amongſt 
the reſt perſuade that there is a Gop. Natural 
Belief and Evidence vaniſh in Supernaturals.— 
2. No natural or rational Evidence is ſufficient to 
convince of Atheiſm; for all that either I could me- 
ditate or read in Books, could not cure my Atheiſm. 
Peace is a created Thing of Gop. 3. Chrift out- 
ſhoots Satan in his own BoW: The Devil fought 
by theſe Temptations to ſhake me looſe of all my 
Principles; and Gop bleſt it to be the Mean of 
my eſtabliſhing. 4. An Evil under which the 
Soul mourns, is burdened, and which it loathe, 
will never deſtroy a Man; it is IIls entertained 
that deſtroy the Soul. 5. While we are here, 

we muſt reſolve to meet with one Evil after ano- 
ther to grapple with: Here is not the Land of Reſt; 
In the 2 ye Hall have Tribulation, either in- 

ward or outward, or both. I had no ſooner come 
out of the Wilderneſs, and was thinking to alt; - 
ply my Days as the Sand, in Peace, but this Storm 
came. 6. Gop afflicts in Meafures, he puts no 
more Weight upon the Soul than it is able to beat: 
I had little or no outward Afflictions to erapple 
with; now the Lox D /tayed his Eaſt [Find in the 


Day of his rough Wind, Wa: xxvii. 8. the Founda- 


tions of the great Deep, which afterwards broke 
out, were not yet opened. 7. Violent Tempta- 
tions Jaſt not long; when the Devil turns violent. 
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his beſt Arrows are done. B. A Saint's firſt Ex- 


_ erciſes are ordinarily in Spirituals, before he beſet 
to conflict with outward Troubles, that he be not 


turned carnal by them, but, being ſome what ac- 


quainted with the Loxp's Ways, may be more 
ſpiritual in his outward Exerciſes: The Loxn. 
trains him up privately, as i were, before He 


ſet him out to fight | | | % 


1. I was then to go South, ** the: Year 
1661, where I ſtayed from Nowember, I think, till 
October after, being to pay ſome Money to aCre- 
ditor, and to tranſe with ſome Debtors, bei 
this Time Twenty-one Years of Age; as Me e- 
wiſe ſome Bufineſs did intervene'there which took 
me up. It was now: that I began ſome Way to 
mind Buſineſs; I'thould have gone to the Col- 
lege, but I was otherwiſe taken | up: In a Word, 
except it was to ſpend my Time, 1 knew no Good 
I did all that Time; only I wrote ſome Law. 
I came Home at laſt, and was a little more taken 
up in Duty when at Howe, but made no ee 


Progre ls. 


i. eser this Tine my dme Atictions 
began to appear, and the Lok p was bringing me 
low as to my Condition in the World, by Minas 
of a Perſon who pretended Right to all we had in 
the World, and had ſome Colour of Law for it. 
He called me South being cited for that Effect; 
where being come, and deſtitute of Friends and 
Money, the Times being evil, and there being 
much Corruption in Courts, and my Adverſary 
being in great Favaur, and ] unfkilfot in Law, and 
withal conſcious of the Weakneſs of my Securi- 

ties, I was inclined to agtee with him on what 
Terms it pleaſed himſelf, giving him much of 
12,600 Marks, which was a principal Part of my 
Imereſt. To the ignorant and unacquainted with 


my 
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my Affairs, this expoſed me to much Contempt. 
About the ſame Time likewiſe I was unadviſedly 
bound for the Sum of 8ooo Marks of Portions to 
my Siſters, they being to be married, and my Mo- 
ther renting all my Eftate, which was not now 
above 100. Sterling per Annum ; theſe Sums daily 
ran on Intereſt, and conſumed my Stock: And much 
of this I looked: on as a Puniſhment of my Faults. 
3. I conTINUED in theſe Sins, which about this 
Lime did mightily prevail againſt me; 1. I omitted 
the excellent and precious Occaſions of getting and 
going Good, both in Reference to myſelt and others, 
in Spirituals and Temporals, where [ had Occaſions 
of Sermons, of Fellowſhip of Saints, of Books, and 
otherwiſe accompliſhing myſelf. 2. {here was much 
Omiſſion of private Duties, of Praycr, Meditation, 
of reading the Scriptures; theſe were either omit- 
ted, or very flightly performed. 3. I lived in ſpi- 
ritual Adulteries, and gave myſelf to Idols, to 
Senſuality of Meats, Drinks, Company, Paſtime, 
Cards and Dice; and, having forſaken Gop the 
Fountainioff Living Waters, 1 out to myſelf 
broken Gifterns that can hold no Water : And in this 
Life of Pleaſure I continued, notwithſtanding ma- 
ny Challenges of Conſcience. 4. I through this 
decayed in Grace, loſt. my Aſſurance, 'Peace and 
Strength, and became very unhearty and indiſpoſ- 
ed. F. There was extraordinary Lightneſs in my 
Converſation, eſpecially with Profelfors; when 
the ſad Time called ſor Mourning. The Work 
of Reformation was at this Time ruined; the 
eminent Servants of Chri, ſome killed, ſome ba - 
niſned, their Livelihood taken from them, and 
all generally diſcountenanced; Wickedneſs advan- 
ced, and Godlineſs borne down; faithſul Miniſters 
caſt from their Charges; and yet was I making 
Mirth when mine Eyes were Witneſſes to all _ 
4. YeT 
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4. YET notwithſtanding ſome Liſe continued 
ſill, and the burning Buſh was not conſumed. 
The Means that did me Good were, 1. I ptayed 
once a Day, at leaſt in the Morning; and this 
kept me from putrifying altogether. 2. On the 
Sabbath-day I took ſome more Time, and the 
_ Lore ordinarily met me with ſome Life: and Af- 
ſections; and then I ſaw the Evil of my Ways. 
3. When Sin and Diſtance ſtrom Gop come to 
ſome Height, I retired, and poured out my Soul to 
Gov, and by this Means got Good, and put on 
new Reſolutions. 4. Afflictions begun likewiſe to 
work, and kept my Eyes waking, put me to Pray- 
er, and made Mercies, whether ſpititual or tem- 

ral, ſweet to me. 5. Some ſeaſonable Words 


heard Sometimes in good Books, or Sermons, ot 


Diſcourſes, which kept in my dying Life; and 
through this it came to paſs, that though I was 


much endangered by Temptations, yet not alto- 


gether deſtroyed. 


5. FRom which Fobſerve, 2. The great Power 
Means, is apt to break out again. O how great 
Need of Watchfulneſs is there, and ſpiritual De- 
ndence on GOD 2. Profperity, Eaſe, and the 
es of the Soul, ſend Leanneſs to the Soul; 
the Evils of the World are much better than the 
Good thereof. It is better with me when T have 
leaſt outward Comforts. 3. Whatever Gon ſuf- 
fers for a Time, He will not ſuffer din unpuniſſied. 
Though Gop be merciful, gracious and long · ſuf 
fering, yet by no Means will He clear the Guilty. 
Juſtice and Mercy kiſs one another; for about this 
ſame Time my outward Aſſlictions did begin, and 


the Seeds of my future: Afliftions were ſown.- 
4. Prayer and Meditation, though not always ef - 
feftual for the End intended, yet are evermore 
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profitable; for though they did not altogether 
recover me, yet they did preſerve me from utter 
falling: And ſo by Experience I know the Truth 
of wha, He hath net faid to the Houſe of Jacob, 
ſeek bis Face in vain; For, ever ſince 1 remem- 
ber, proportionable to my Diligence in ſeeking 


was my finding; not made T ever any extraordi- 


nary Aim at Gop, but I found Something extraor- 
dinary. 5. I learn a Chriſtian's Aﬀurance or Faith, 
though it do not firſt flow ſrom Holineſs, yet is 
ever proportionable to his holy Walking. Faith is 
kept in a pure Conſcience; Sin is like a Blot of 
Ink fallen upon our Evidences. This I found as 
2 Fruth, and fo will any not given up to the De- 
luſion of Antinomian:;ſm. Being thus kept for a 
While in Bonds, and not able to recover, I came 
Home, and the Lorn looked upon me thus, 


1. Being come Home, and exceedingly afflict · 
ed with the Remembrance of miſpent Time, and 
the Cloud that was upon the breaking out in out- 
ward Troubles, I reſolved, ſeeing my Cafe was 
extraordinary, and that Faſting had been fo bleſt 
to me, I would try what the Lok D would now 
do to me by it. The Caufes were my Unſet- 
tledneſs and low Condition, I gave up myſelf to 
Gop, to be directed by Him, and He led me by 


an unexpected Way, which was by convincing me 


of my Unbehef, and humbling me under it, and 


| drawing me by renewed Acts of Faith to Himſelf 


again.” The LorD made the Strain of my Dif- 
courſe to run out on Faith, and Unbehef, Which 
laſt I conſidered as the greateſt of Exils. 


4 


 Wrra this Conſideration, which Gop did preſs 
Home upon my Soul, through his Goodnefs and 
Power, I was wrought on ſo pdwerfully and ſweet- 
ly to believe che Sinfulneſs of Undelref; and the 


Lord 
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Lon commended Faith ſo to me, that I was 


drawn to Chrift by an irreſiſtible Power. 


From: this there proceeded a new Heart, Reſo- 


lution and Strength : All Sorrows and Fears were 
removed, and I was much comforted, and ſtrenth- 
ened: I was ſtrengthened to ſeek , the LoxD and 
his Ways. Sin in general was mortified, and a 
particular Sin, vz. playing at Cards, quite felled, 
with which I had ſo long wreſtled in vain, and to 
which I had ſo great an Inclination that I continued 
in it againſt Checks of Conſcience; That Sin this 
Day received its Death's Wound; I] put on a tho- 
rough Reſolution never to uſe any of theſe Games, 
and this ſo effectually, that from that Day to this, 
I never had ſo much as an Inclination to it. 


2. Nor were the immediate Effects of this, 
while at Home leſs bleſſed: For, 1. I found a 


greater Wiſdom, Strength and Activity to go 


about civil Buſineſs, which I could maſter now. 


2. I had Experience of the Lory's Kindneſs in 


ſome Afflictions and Trials I met with at the ſame 
Time, in ſupporting. my Spirit under them, and 
delivering my Soul out of them wonderfully by his 


own-immediate Power; which if Gop had not 
done, any of them might do much to break me: 
Theſe did not in the leaſt diſmay, me. 3. I found. 


Afflictions doing me Good; and the Rod was giv- 
ing me Inſtruction, and putting me to Prayer in an 
extraordinary Manner: My Heart likewiſe was 
mortifyed to the World, and Gop was made ſweet 


to me as my Portion. 4. I began again to write 


Diaries, and to walk more cloſely and circumſpect 


with GOD. The Scriptures were ſweet to me, and 
I began to ſee and feel more Light, and Power, 
and Wiſdom in them than before, eſpecially the E- 
piſtle to the Romans, 5. Hence learned, that ways ? 
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and Times ſet apart extraordinarily, on ſome extra- 
ordinary Occaſions, are exceediug uſeful and pro - 
ſitable (if not needful) to the Preſervation of a 
Chriſtian Life; nor know I how Folks can be 
Chriſtians without it. There were occaſional Sa- 
crifices as well as the daily Burat-offering, and 
Days and Times extraordinarily for extraordinary 
Occaſions : It is true, they are not ſtinted now un- 
der the Goſpel; but there is this Moral in them, 
that yet obliges, That extraordinary Mercies er 
Troubles ſhould have proportional extraordinary 
Worſhip and Addreſs to GGop. For my on Part, 
| cannot expreſs how needful, yea, how profitable, 
and neceſſary theſe Days have been: And 1 look 
on the Neglect of extraordinary Addreſs to Gop, : 
as one main Cauſe why there are ſo many decayed 
Chriſtians. Aach 


4. BEING delivered now from all my Fears, 
and my Day clearing as to my ſpiritual Conditi- 
on, and better Hopes of temporal Affairs, I was 
a-new plunged in a Sea of Troubles, when I did 
icarce dream of it: For falling out with ſome of 
my Relations unadviſedly, I purſued them at Law, 
and ſpent more on it than the Matter was worth: 
Where there wanted not Diligence and Succeſs as 
to my Part, but Gop put vifible Hindrances 
in the Way, and I was Jed n merely by my Inclina- 
tions, and did not adviſe with the Lok. T5 


Ar firſt, through Want of Occaſions to pray, 
and manifold Temptations, and Want of good 
Company, and much Diſtraction with what I in- 
tended, I fel into ſome conſiderable Decay, and 


degan to be remiſs in my Progreſs, and to grow 
dead and dull, and untender, and the Loxp's 
Communications did dry up upon my Soul; and 
now I began to forget former Things: And this 
VoLoXLIX. - 


M con- 
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continued July, and Auguſt. I then changed my 
Quarters in Town, being unſatisfied with my for- 
mer, and the Inconvenience thereof; and took up 


my Chamber in a godly Man's Houle: a Miniſter, 


where, through his Converſation, and fame more 
Pains taken in Duties, and his ſpiritual Sermons 


on the Sabbath-day, but eſpecially through the 


Lord's *r out of his Spirit, and drawin 
near to my Soul, I began again to recover ; og 
in Proceſs of Time not only recovered what I loſt, 
but much more: The unregarded Vineyard was 
now looked to again, and Communion with Gob 
ſet on Foot, and my Taſte of Spiritual 'Fruths re- 
turned. Here 1 ſtayed 'till the en e of r. 


tober. | | 


ONE Sabbath. day eſoeciatts; when alone, at 
firſt perceiving Nothing, and under great Ded- 


neſs, and upon the Point of giving over, the Loxp 


was pleaſed unexpectedly to draw near, and 10 
concur ſo with my Exerciſes, that through the 
Light of his Spirit, I beheld the Work of Gon 
in my Soul; I diſcovered the many Miſtakes I had, 
that before kept me in Darkneſs and Bondage; 
through which I was ſo enlightened and ſtrength- 
ened that it was a Recovery of Health atter Sick- 
neſs; in the Strength of which I went afterwards, 
and by this Day's Exerciſe did much advance in 
my Journey: And the Truths of the Lorb then 
taught me, were of eſpecial Uſe ever after ward 


to me. 


1 HERE likewiſe got be extrabrdinary Viſits 
from the Lonx p both in Prayer and other Exerciſes, 


eſpecially in reading the Scriptures : But it was 


preſt on my Spirit. and I was followed with it, 
T hat Bonds and Afflictions were abiding me. 


: 5. AND 


ir 
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5. Ax now being a little ſtrengthened, and 
looking for good Days, a Cloud came and datken- 
ed my Sky ; for a grievous Storm of outward Af- 
fictions broke out, which increaſed and drew my 
Afflictions to a Head: The Steps of which were 
theſe, 1. The great 'Law-buſineſs for which I 
came South, was at once caſt ; by which Means 
my Reputation was loſt; as likewiſe all my Pre- 


parations againſt ſume Debtors made void, and I 


jnoked on this as no lefs than the Loſs of 20,000/. 
2. I loſt through my Abſence from the North, 
800 Marks per Aanu n, which were now recover- 
ed by the Creditors ; this afterwards I ſtrove to re- 
gain, but in vain, fo that 1 lived on my Mother's 
Bounty. 3- To help this, other 200 Marks per 
Annum were taken from me about the ſame Time, 


through Wantof Money to defend it and bad Se- 


curities. 4. Nor was this enough: After I came 


Home I was charged before two Courts at ane 
Time, moſt violently, for no leſs than 12,000 


Marks alledged due by my Father ; which kept 
me continually travelling, and put me to 
Charges to maintain theſe two Actions. 5. There 
were likewiſe ſome Debts which I owed here 
and there, extending in all to a 1000. for which 
[ was daily harraſſed by ſeveral Perſons; ſo that 
South, North, Eaſt, and Weſt, I could not turn 
me where I had not a Creditor: Which I confeſs 
troubled me more than all the reſt, as having my 
Credit engaged therein; and that which I had or- 
dered to pay them was taken away, nor knew I 
what to do. 6. Nothing now remained of all my 
Father's Fortune, but a ſmall Eſtate, enjoyed by 


my Mother for Her Lie: And about the ſame 


Time a new (tho' unjuſt) Adverſary charges both 
her and me for 36, ooo Marks; fo that our whole 
Livelihood was either gone, or at Stake : For four 


Years did this Adverſary vex us, and was like to 


M 2 have 
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have undone us as to our temporal Condition, had 
not the Lox p prevented. 7. To this were added 
Contempt and Reproach; I was the Table-talk of 
the Times; a Sign and Wonder; the People of 
Son were grieved; my neareſt and ſureſt Friends 
torſook and looked ſtrange on me, of whoſe Kind- 
neſs now 1 had Proof, and whom of Purpoſe ! 
tried, though I knew they would not help me; l 
was as a Burden to them, and by them deſpiſed: 
And whoever had any Thing to ſay, did now 
rike in againſt me. To compleat all, there was 
no returning to Him that ſmote me, I decayed in 
my ſpiritual Condition: From Ocleber to Fanuary 
1665; all Things were low both ſpiritually aud 
de mporallv. | 


| 

] 
6. Tus Cauſes of theſe my Trouble were eithers f 
- outward, or from myſelf. The outward Cauſes k 
- Were, my Aureſtors bad Securities in their Heri- 
tages, which were queſtioned in my Time. 2. My 
- Father's being bound for others, which hath been 
48,000 Marks out of my Way. 3. His dying ſo 
- ſooh, and leaving me ſo young. 4. The Unſki- 
fulneſs and Negligence of thoſe whom he intruſted 
with the Management thereof; for Nothing was 
- looked to after he was gone, and all was deſtroyed 
before I was twenty Years of Age. 5. Evil Friends, 
ſome lighting and denying us Help; others out of 
Envy to my Father, employing all their Power to 
harm us. 6. Evil Times, ſo that I durſt ſcarce 
appear to do any Thing, being hated for my Prin- 


- Taz Cauſe inward from myſelf was Sin; a5, 
1. I ſuppoſe my Relations Sins had Influence an 
this Storm; for I found great Fredom in conſeſ. 
fing them. 2. We were a proſeſſing Family, 1 
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did not walk ſuitably thereunto, but like the 
World. 3. My Deſitres to be great with Men; 
and my too much eſteeming, prizing and deſiring 
of outward Greatneſs and Comforts. 4. Not ac- 
knowledging: GoD in all our Ways, but doing 
Things without his Advice, and running to this 
or the other out ward Help. 5. Pride and Stout- 
neſs of Heart, which Gop hath been cruſhing. 
b. Incorrigibleneſs under Ordinances, Convictions 
and lefler — therefore did the Loxp take 
the Rod, I found much Good by all theſe Diſpen- 
lations; for by the Sadneſs of the Countenance Ifind 
my Heart bettered and mor tified to the World, and 
drawn nearer to Gon, and kept waking, in the 
Experience of the Lord's Goodneßg. In a Word, 
the Lok p hath ſo bleſſed his Rod to me, that I 
find the Fruits of Righteouſneſs wrought in me, 
ſo as I may ſay, I had periſhed, unleſs I bad pe- 
riſhed: Bleſſed be the Lok for inward and out- 
warLExerciſes and Trouble. 


7. BEING in this forſaken and deſolate. Caſe, 
and none to Pity, it pleaſed the Lord to look up- 
on me, and to give my Soul a Reſting-place, when 
forſaken of all others; He was the only Friend in 
Adverſity. He ſtrengthened my Soul by comforta-- 
ble Words, allaying thereby the Extremity of my 
Afflictions; then did He ſay unto: me, Hy art thou 
ajquieted? Is there any Thing but what is ordi- 
nary befallen thee? Are there not many Thouſands 
that would change Conditions with thee ? Thou 
haſt much of Gbri/f's Com n, and Pity, and 
Tenderneſs; it may be will do thee Good 
for this : It is good that this is the Vengeance He 
takes for all that thou haſt done; Ghoftened of >the 
Lok that thou mayſt not be - condeamned- with the 
Warlg. Poor Squl, what haſt: thou loſt? T 
Loss hath been only n Things of the Werk 
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in which no Part of thy Ha doth conſiſt - 
Art thou not in thy Father's Hand ? And will not 
thy Tutor order all Things well ? Men and Devil; 
can do no more than He permits; and doſt thou 
fear Evil from that Side ? Shouldſt thou not bear 
all that comes from Him? But conſider further, 
wouldſt thou yet exchange States with the mad 
World ? All thy Adverfaries, in all Likelihood, 
that are now making merry, will burn in Hell for 
ever: Is thy Miſery any Thing to theſe? Wait 
therefore upon Gop: A little Time will blow 
over this Storm; it cannot laſt long. And tho 
thy Caſe be ſad, yet is it not beyond Gop's Pow- 
er; yea, thou ſhalt bleſs the Day that ever thou 
waſt aflittcd : Afflictions are good Things, elſe 
had they never been in Legacy by Cbriſ, nor pro- 
miſed in the new Covenant. With theſe and thc 
like Conſiderations was my Soul ſeveral Times, in 

my Extremity, refreſhed and allayed. And I would 
| much Eaſe ſometimes by pouring out of my 
Soul toGop in Prayer, and ſhewing him my Cafe; 

quickly did the Lok reward me outwardly: My 
Adverſaries wearied with Delays, and his Com- 
miſſion at the ſame Fime taken away, gave over the 
Purſuit, and nevet further troubled me till this Day. 


8. Ar the ſame Time I was growing in my 
ſpiritual Condition, inereaſing in Faith, in Dik- 
gence and Strength; the Seriptures were ver 
das Occaſions of meeting with'Gop ſeldom in 
'vain ; this I had to counterballance my outward 
ITtoubles; ſo that, as the LoxD did bear dow® 
with one Hand, He ſuppot ted wit the other. Obe 
Time I was ftrotigly en Myſtety of 


ghtened'in the 
the Trinity; another Time, I wes fo * 
with the J ef che Love of Grin, that 
| awaked'the whole W inter- night, admiring Ori 

And praying with ſuitable Affection; at other 


Times 
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Times I ſpent two or three Hours in Prayer: be- 
ot wiſe at the ſame Time, writing on the Scriptures, 
ils I feceived much Light, Clearneſs and Sweetneſs, 
ou Wl Several -xtrectdingty' Viſits would the Lok be- 


at ftow on me; remembering my Aflitions; by 
which I would ollentimes Wine above the 


| | World. 
xd, 13 
or 9. Wren we came Heine again, the dend 


ait was no leſs kind to me, yea, exceeded; and I was 
daily admitted to 'nearer' and nearer Fellowſhip 
T with Himſelf : And, wherever I was, Gop was with 
.me; and continued thus till Of2ber. 1. About 
10u this Time, I did begin to ſtudy the Covenant of 
lſe Grace: And one Time, from Rom. v. and * 
o- the Conſideration of Baptiſm, was 1 ly 
ſtre in Aſſurance and Confidence, and 
the Foy of the Lord did I find to be my Strength. 
ud 2. Another Time, ſetting ſome Time apart for 
my il examining my Condition, tho” at firſt I was very 
ſe; = indiſpoſed, yet 1 was fo — ram" and reſteſhed, 
My that in the Swen oth thereof I walked many Days. 
m- 3. J diſcovered : marvellous Depth in the Cove- 
the i nant of Grace; I was much enlightened and 
% ol ftrengthend in the Extent, Freedom and Excel- 
leney thereof: The LoxD one Night began to ap- 
ply this very ſtrongly and clearly: £4 was's Night 
to be much remembered for ever. The Lond did fo 
clear the Covenant of Grace, and by his Spirit 
made me (at firſt dull and weak) apply and con- 
Tent, and feed upon theſe Privileges as mine. 2. Are 
all. _theſe Things yours? quoth the Spirit; why 
doſt thou not [nods — them ? Why doſt thou not 
"eelight"thyfelf 3? Thou complaint of the 
Want of L „ Swengch ae Comfort; why doſt 
thou not — — that thou mayeſt . 
„de warm! Here e for what 
hell thou wanteſt: If chou hadſt thy Friend's _—_ 
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for Money, thou wouldſt be glad; and haſt thou 
not the Lonv's in thy Bible? And may not Hea- 


ven, Cbri and Holineſs ſatisfy thee? And with 


this there came ſuch à mighty Gale of the Spirit, 
that took away all my Confulco ions, made my Soul 
; apply Chbri/t . all b. his Benefits, anſwered all my 
Objettions fully and cleariy, and made me ſtrongly 
apply the Promiſes ; inſomuch that 1 found CA 
a ſweet and ſatisfying 'Thing; I found his Fleth 
Thu indeed,' and his Blood Drink indeed; all Fears 


were driven away; the Golpel- privileges appeared 


excceding ſwect, fo, that I ſpent the whole Night 
in Prayer and Praiſing and Rejoicing; wiſhing now 
for the Morning, that I might do mightily: — the 
Lon d; My very Body was weakened with the 
Abundance af the Joy of Faith, arifing from a 
Senſe of an Intereſt in Gon, I was likewiſe very 
evangelical in my Actings, conſidering all Actions 
. as the Loxp's Service, and myſelf and all Things 
the Loks; walking in great Peace, and glo- 
| uns Nen, endeavouring @ e ane | 


10. Tatu. Cd — this a certain De- 
cay during the Space of. a Lear; this was a- 
bout the End of 1664, and continued / 'till the 
End of .1665,. during which Lime I, was: uſually, 
tho? not always at 4 Inis Decay was but 
_ From that "Heivht of ſpiritual Joy, and Degrees in 
Communion with (30D ; there. were CORES 

tations, leſs Peace within, and leſs Progreſs — 
in the Ways of Gon; fo that, I accounted the 
Year. 1665 an unſortunate Lear; All this Time 
there was Diligence in Duties, and ſome, Viſits, 
Quicknings and Eacgu ragements, and yet below 
What I formerly received: Viſuation were, neither 
fo. great, nor, the Impreſiion blaſting : | The 
. Cauſes: of which were, I. My going from Home, 
v e I had Freedom from. Ss much Com- 
pany 
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pany and Comforts to take up my Heart. 2. Sen- 
ſuality when from Home, and little minding of 


Gop. 3. Pride in deſpiſing of others, and think- 


ing too much of myſelf and of my Attainments, 


and Something of a ſupercilious Carriage. 4. Evil 


Company, and going to Places where I had no 
Call, which did 4 Prejudice. ak 
11. Bur Gon, after many Days viſited me, ſo 
as L not only recovered my former Health, but ſet 
further forward than ever I was, thus, 1. I re- 
ceived much Strength from ſome: private Faſts I 
kept, never ufing that Duty im vain. : 2. About 
the ame Time I had frequent Occaſion” of Con- 
verſe with godly; able and exerciſed Chriſtians, by 
which many Meetings were kept, and therein 
Something of God, whereby I was much bettered: 
Tho' in the mean Time I found not the ſenſible 
Effects of theſe Occafions, yt did they me Gobd 
ioſenfibly. 3. I went being helped wih 
extraordinary Prayer before, and there was aſſiſtrd 
to encourage athers and exhort, and was helped to 
to ſhine in a Goſpel-Converſation. And here ſet 
vp one other Sail; for before I prayed but twice a 
Day, I here reſolved to ſet ſome Time apart at 
Mid-day for this Efe&; and, 7 1 this, I 
found the Effects to be wonderful. eatt was 
never in [a better Frame; never more Aſſurance 
lenefs of Heart; never more Strength to 
do or ſuffer for Good; never more Mortification 
to the World, and 8 weetneſs in the Ways of Gon: 
And naw I was fully reſolved, always,” and in all 
Places, to glorify Him. All this Time oueward 
of . this Serpent were ahated ; Cop 
ſtayed his rough Wind z chey lay on, but did 
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MAN Triuk I was ſmitten in my Body with 
a painful Boil, with which T had been threatened 
ſome Years before; which, with the Pain thereof, 
did at firſt caſt me into *a Fever, and my Breath 
wus ſtopt by the Oppreſhon of the Spirits; which 
made nit have forme Impreſſions of Death. During 
that Time, Satan was let wut again, and was moi 
violent in his Temptations; and my Heart was 
ſo calt down, that one Afternoon, there was ſuch 
- Faintnels, Weakneuls and Averſion to Duty, that 
i thuught-1{Huuid never endare it, and was not 
far from cutting it off altogether; but Gon pitied 
the Anguifh of my Soul, and did break theſe ſpiri- 
tual Bonds, During this Sickneſs He miraculouſly 
allayed the Pain of my Boil, and ſpeedily, and 
that without Means, cured it; for however | 
dought fome Things to prevent it, yet, looking 
on jt as a Puniſhment from Gop, I knew not if 
I could be free to take the Rod out of his Hand, 
and to counterwork Him. And indeed I loſt No- 
thing by this; for, giving my Cheeks to this Smiter, 
my Chaſtiſement was very gentle and of ſhort 
Chantatabeok, ſo I was helped to continue in Du- 
ties; and, when the Boil brake, I refolved to go 
more mightily, and diligently about the Lord's 
Work thun ever. The Summer after; on a Sabbath- 
day, I called to Mind the Days of old, and ſome of the 
+ LorxD's Ways with me, which opened the Doors vi 
my Soul, and Love quickened!inJonging after, and 
[grieving for his Abſence, and for my Ways; which 
Diſpoktion continued and ſtrengthened me. There! 
' was put to learn a new Exerciſe, which was, to ob- 
- ſerve Providences, and to confider the Ends of God's 
particular ànd general Providences, the Ends · of At- 
flictions, of Sins, of Backſlidings, of Indifpolitions, 
and to remark ſome Steps of Love in them, which 
did me much Good. He let me ſee much Love 
in all Diſpenſations, enlightened me in my 3 
AAA ept 
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kept me from wrong Conſtructions, and did much 
eſtabliſh and comfort me. Being to quit our 
chief Dwellings and Lands, according to my Fran- 
h ſaction three Years ago, and ſome Miſtakes failing 
out, I ſtayed alone, and went to another contigu- 
8 ous Shire, where were ſome lively Chriſtians and 
my very dear Friends, with whom I ſpent Time 
profitably,” building up one another. I'here I 
reſolved to ſet up extraordinary Days of Humili- 
ation again, and fo effectually, that a Glory was 
Len in the Ways of Gon and of his People which 
| ſaw not before, and Love to Chri/? advanced. 
After I came Home I ſet up Humiliation- days, 
w/ and made it wy Exerciſe to conflict with and 
Hercome the World, to cloſe fully and wholly 
de vith Chriff, to glorify Him with all my Heart, 
1 and Him only. Ihe Winter after, I found my 
Heart warm to Chri/t, thro' rubbing over in my 


4 Memory ſome Steps of the Loxp's Providences 
ms nd Dealings towards me: And there my Eyes 
ot were opened to fee an infinite Fountain of Con- 
4 ſolation and Love, which before was hid to 


one; there I remembered all the Pains the 
e Lord took in preparing me for Himſelf, how: 
1. moch He ſuffered at my Hands, all the Care He | 
he had of me in my Wilderneſs condition, how 
* He humbled me, convinced me, and how man 
ad Times his Viſitation upheld my Spirit: Then did 
ch | ſee Love in all the LoxD's Dealing with me, 
os in all this purſuing me conſtantly with Lov- 
. us-kindneſs. About the fame Time likewiſe 
-. las convinced of the great Sin of Unthankful- 
* neſs, the Evil and Sinfulneſs of which was diſco- 
vered, and De ſires to abound in this Grace of 
ich Thankfulneſs ; which was thus occaſioned : I found 
„eme others that had outgone me far in Love and 
e Craitude, ſpeaking much of Chriſt's Love and: 
ept Kindneſs to them, and what they were _— 
; | wit 
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with, and how much they made of ſmall” Viſits; 
Oh ungrateful Wretch (ſaid I to myſelf ) thou 
art often meeting with quickening Conſolations and 
Viſitations, by which thy dying Life is preſerved, 
and yet takeſt no Notice of it: Not one thankful 
Acknowledgement for all this, nor one loving 
Word ſpoken in Commendation of Ghri/? for all 
this: The Breathings and Gifts of Gon's Spirit, 
and theſe, in Reſpect they are from Him, are to 
be infinitely prized ; yea, they are the Purchaſe 
of Chriff's Blood, and a Pledge and Teſtimony of 
the LoxD's Kindneſs, and the leaſt of Favours and 
Tokens from a Prince are highly valued. And 
this did help me to Thankfulneſs, and I did ſet a 
Value -upon Mercies. I was at this Time pref 
vehemently to cloſe Walking; to an entire, cor- 
dial and full Reſignation of myſelf to Gop ; to 
keep Diſtance with the World; to be for the Loxo 
and Him only, and for none other; and was made 
ſenſible of one Point of looſe Walking, that 1 did 
not-endeavour to obſerve the Log D's Providences, 
and that I did not walk in his Counſel, and depend 
on Him, acknowledging Him in all my Ways: 
I began a little afterwards to ftudy Patience; I 
got this Leſſon in my Hand, and made ſome ſmall 

rogreſs therein: Patience I took up under the 
Notion of the Soul's invincible going on in Duties, 
notwithſtanding all Evils; when a Man keeps his 
Place and Ground, and ftands out like a Rock, 
not amazed with any Amazement, not diſcouraged, 
not fainting, not giving over, but continuing in dit 
a conſtant Frame of Spirit. What I fought not MW e. 
Llearned, and what I fought I got not: God an- 5 
ſwered my Prayers tho' not in my Way, and ſhew- by 
ed He accepted them; He led me in his Way to me 
Heaven, and not in mine. At laſt, that the Wan- C 
ing I got five Years ſince in the South might be har 
of the Bonds and Aiflictions that were 2· De 
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| viding me, I was arreſted for a Debt which I had 


paid: Only my Truſtee and near Relation, who' 
received the Money from me to be given to my 
Creditor, did knaviſhly apply it to his own Uſe; 
for which, I was taken and kept three Days in z 
Chamber, *till Courſe was taken with it; which 
occaſioned my going South, where I continued muck 
of two Years, ſometimes in the South, and ſome- 
times in the North. My Condition during this 
Time was a wreſtling Condition with the Sons of 
Zeruiah that were too ſtrong for me ; little or no 
Over-coming, yet violent Wreſtling. Yet ſome work 
was done; the LorD bleſſed ellowſhip to the 
South-country Profeſſors, that ſeveral of them were 
1wakened ; and generally my Converſation was 
cdifying, and ſomeway ſhining, ſo that I received 
much Honour thereby; while I honoured Gop, 
the LoRD honoured me, I kept Chriſtian Fellow- 
hip with them, prayed with and exhorted them, 
which was not in Vain, eſpecially in Edinburgh, 
where I ſometimes ſpake four Times in a Week. 
The Scope of my Diſcourſes was exalting Holi- 
neſs; againſt a flight Work of Grace; againſt 
Loofenels: and Laxneſs; againſt Formality; againſt 
Sloth and Unprofitablenefs, and p them to 
be doing Good; againſt Diſcouragements and Un- 
belief, and preſſing to believe. e 


4. LasTLy, It pleaſed the LoRD uy Dow es 
ixewiſe to Idok favourably on my outward Con- 
dition, and to deliver me from my Afflictions, and 
vexatious Debts and Wants, and now He hath in 


ſome Meaſure exalted mine Head, and given me 
by ſtrange Providences what He had taken from 
me: For I humbled myſelf under the Senſe of the 
Calamities of our Family, and my own particu- 
lar Wants; I beſought Him to keep us from utter 
Deſtruction: And the Loxp was pleaſed to hear 3 
Vor. XLIX. N He 


He deſtroyed by Death my chief Adverſaries, I 
found Shifts to pay my many petty Debts, gained 
our Law- action, and was reſtored to ſome of my 
ancient Poſſeſſions again. Thus have I briefly run 
over the moſt memorable Circumſtances in my 
Life until this Time; being now Thirty Years of 
Age and unmarried. _ 8 


8889889884220. 
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Relating: to. ſon? 7. kings, touching my preſent 
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SECT. 1. herein are contained ſome general O- 
ſervations in Reference to myſe.f. 


| F TER a long and ſerious Search into my 


| Eſtate betore Gop, I am by the Lok D' 
Works of Love towards me, and his Works of 
Grace in my Soul, made to conclude that I am 
born again, and that there is not only a formal 
partial Change wrought, but that I am viſited with 
Salvation: For I find a great and.univerſal Change 
wrought in my Soul, growing rather than decay- 
ing; ſo that thus I and fixed as to this Matter: 
J have both Word and Seal for it. 2. Yet, do I 
find this my Belief of my Intereſt much ſhaken 
and fore aflaulted by Sin, which falls like a Blot 
upon all my Evidences, and takes away the Com- 
fort of them, and fills me with ſome ſudden Ap- 
prehenſions all may be wrong. 3. I have there- 
upon concluded it to be my * to be thankful, 
to draw near to Gop by Faith; and to ſearch,” by 
2 : A | 213 Prayer, 
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Prayer, Meditation, and Reading, my Eſtate more 


exactly; to conſider the Nature of Sanctification 


more exactly, and ponder Objections and Grounds 
of doubting; to pray to the Loxp daily to open 
my Eftate to me; to practiſe Obedience, and go 
on in the Exerciſe ' of Faith, Love and Humility 
and other Graces; to be marking Providences, and 
the LoxÞD's Carriage to my Soul. 04S 


2. 1 FIND I am exceeding ſinful, compaſſed 
with more than ordinary Infirmities. Before Con- 
verſion I have been ſuffered to run out in more 
open Acts of Rebellion than others, and now I think 
I grieve the LoxD more than any other; I have a 
harder, blinder and more carnal Heart; fo that I 
conclude myſelf the leaft of aints, not worthy to be 
called a Saint. Therefore Iam called to Humility and 
Submiſſion. | To love the LoR D beyond others, as 
having forgiven me'moſt. Lo be more watchful. 
againſt Sin, having ſuch an Heart within, fo ready 
to lip; and to walk in greater Fear, and to be 
more diligent : And to depend moſt on the Loxp 
Jeſus, (as having leaſt in myſelf,) to make up 
all my Wants with his Fulneſs. NO 


3. I nave a weak, complying, ſoft Nature, 
contrary, to my Will and Judgment. I bleſs Gop 
for a clear Judgment and Underſtanding, for I am 
much given to pry into the Bottom of Things; 
but my miſerable foft Nature yields to every 
Thing, and this makes all Duties that are attended 
with | + wth and Boldne(s a great Burden to me. 
am, judged by Men clean contrary, to be rude 
and contrary to all Men; but little know they the 


' Wreſtling I have with my own Heart, and what a 


Torment I breed to myſelf when I did not comp) 

with Men, O how much Need of Divine Affif- 
tance! No leſs will do my Turn; I have Nature 
| N 3 always 
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always to reſiſt. I hereupon find a great Reſiſtance 
to all Manner of Duties; ſo that there is no Duty 
I go about, but I find Satan and the Power of Sin 
in me ready to reſiſt me in it; and I get Nothing 
eafily done, but over a Mountain of Difficulties, 
Heart and Providences and all croffing : What a 
mighty Work to pray, to mcditate, to ſpeak or do 


. 


any Thing! Oh Sloth! 


4. THAT which moſt in Earth I defire; is, to 
do * Things for God, to ſuffer much for Him, 
to ſignal in honouring of Him, to finiſh my 
J, I contemn the World as Dung, and 
all the World's Kindne(s, though my Nature will 
not ſuffer me to expreſs it; my Spirit is willing, 
but herein I find the Fich is weak. My Unpro- 
Htableneßß and Sinfulneſs is my greateſt Grie!: | 
had rather be caſt out of Gop's comfortable Pre- 
dence (io as not to be hated of Him) than out of 
His Seryice : I have been ſometimes thinking, that 
if theſe Times laſt, my Heart will break, if I be 


continually ſhut up this Way, and all the Paſſages 


. EE 


fiopt of doing tor the Lonp. 
SecT. 2. Declaring ſome flrong Evil wider hid 
I murn, and again/t which I wre/tle, © 


 Txivy it with me as with the 1/raclites, that 
there were ſome Nations that they could not diive 
out: So I may ſay, that there are ſome ſtrong Evils 
that I cannot drive out, and which continually at 
flict me, and diſcourage mee. 


Tux firſt Evil is, That Diſtance the Loxp 
keeps with me in Prayer, in Proyidences, Com- 
mands, Threatnings, Promiſe:, Mercies, Judg: 
ments; I find little of Gop in them, ſo that / l 
may ſay, £ am mare brutiſh than any Man, 410 — 


have 
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* BM bars nit the er is of the Holy One: O how lit- 

de of Him is known! I dare not deny but I-ſee 

5 Him darkly, whereby my Souls longs for Him, 

8 and mourns for his Abſence; but yet I fee Him 

p we Nr af clearly in his Glory with the 

g of the E ® by that marvellous Light: O 
neſs! 


Long * Blin O bleſſed Heaven, where 
we ſhall ſee Gop, not as in a Myſtery, but know 
as we are known! This calls for Mourning and 
Humiliation, and addrefling to Chriſ to open the 
Eyes of the Blind; and for Purity and Holineſs, 
Y for theſe ſhall ſee Gor; and for following on to 
1 W e the Logp in his Attributes, in his Son Jeſus, 
| in his Word, and in his Providences, by obſerving 
4 them. | | | 1 | 


THe ſecond Evil is, The low Meaſure of God's 
of MW Love in my Soul: I find not in Gop what doth 
abundantly fatisfy ; I meet not with that which is 
de called the Power of Gop. In a Word, I am kept 
M in a low Condition: Sanctification, Light, Life 
and Comfort are but ſparingly let out to me; and 
| in my Fulneſs I cry, I want ſtill. This is to hum- 
ble me, and make me long for Heaven; though 
blefled be the Lord's Name, I meet with Some- 
thing, yea, more than I deſerve, or ever I have 
hat been thankful for; nor did I ever kindle a Fire to 
ve Him for Nought. I comfort myſelf with this, that 
vis WM have the Earneſt, and that is but ſmall in - 
af. Keſpect of the Stock: That this World and Time 
' W 1a Time of Wants, and therefore the LokRp's 
People are a Generation of Seekers: That there is 
much in Chriſt, in the Promiſe, and mich o de 
let out in Heaven. | 


THe third Evil is, Security ans Sli toſs of 
Pirit as to ſpiritual Thi I am not fo ſenfibly 
fected with the Evil of Sin and of a natural Con- 
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dition, as to wonder at Gon's Patience, to trem- 
ble for Fear, and be ſmitten with Compaſſion to 


others, who are yet in their Sins. Oh I am but 
an Jeſt, and half ſleeping and waking; though | 
know that Nothing lies nearer, nor am I more 
„ ee with any Thing, than with ſpiritual 

hings: I ſee no Help for this, but ſerious Conſi- 
deration of the great Matters of the Law, and con- 
tinual Prayers to Gon for Awakening and Seriouſ- 
neſs, and lefs Seriouſneſs in worldly Affairs, for 
thele take away the Heart. acts 


Fur fourth Evil. I find a Want 7 the Spirit, 


Praying, Speaking and Exhorting; that whereb 
Men — mainly r and ace Men fe 
more in the LorD's People than in others; where- 
by they are a Terror and a Wonder to others, fo 
as ſtand in Awe of them; that Glory and 
Majeſty whereby Reſpect and Reverence is pro- 
cured, that whereby Chrif's Sermons were diffe- 
xenced from thoſe of the Scribes and Phariſees; H. 


pate as one having Authority, and not as the Scrile, 
Which is mentioned Micab iii. 8. J am full of 


Power by the Spirit of the LoRD, to declare to tle 
uſe of Jacob their Sin; which I judge to be the 


Beams of Gon“ Aar and Spirit of Holineſ 


breaking out, and {ſhining through bis People, 
whereof they, their Words and Carriage are in 
ſome Meaſure Partakers. But my foul Garments 
are on; and alas, I am lying among the Pats: Woe 
is me, the Crown of Glory and. Majeſty is fallen 
of my Head; and my Words are weak and not 
mighty, whereby Contempt is bred: No Remedy 
for this, but Humility, Self-Joathing, and a ſtudy- 
ing to maintain Fellowſhip with Gon, for this 
made Aegis Face to ſhine; to walk circumſpecth 
tor a Mans Wiſdom male th his Face to bins; and 

: t0 


of the Power and Demonſtration of the Spirit, in 
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to expreſs, Holineſs, and glorify Gop, and then 
the Lok p will honour thee, 5 


Tas fifth Evil. I cannot get the Leſſon of pa- 
tient Waiting on Gop until the End of a Trial is 
learned; but ordinarily, after I am ſet and engaged 
to wait, I turn impatient, and my Heart goes 
aſtray and turns careleſs; and then poſhbly, when 
this Thread is broken, I ſet myſelf to Duties: And 
then the LoRD's viſiting of my Spirit with new 


Influences, is like Samuel's coming to Saul after he 


had ſacrificed; ſo I cannot fay the Lord's Re- 
turn hath been the Fruit of my Waiting: I think 
I never knew what it is to abide in a patient 
Waiting on God in a Night of Abſence *till the 
Morning, but unhappily give over my Dependence, 
and interrupt my Waiting by my Careleſſneſs, and 
taking Comfort from ſome Creature; which tho” 
it proceed not from a deliberate Wilfulneſs, as his, 
1 Kings vi. 33. yet I do that really which he did 
adviſedly: So that as yew have not learned that 
uninterrupted Waiting. So that when the Loxp 
viſits my Soul with Thoughts of my Privileges, 


* much of my Comfort is impaired through the 


emembrance of my uneven Carriage during the 
Want of it; whereby I am moved to think, that 
it is come Accidentally, and not in Love. It hath 
once comforted me to think, that though the Mer- 


cy. hath not come as a Fruit of either my Waiting 


or Prayers, yet hath it come as a Fruit of Cbriſts 
Prayers and Merits and Sufferings, and this hath 
latisfied me. „ 


Tas fixth Evil. I cannot apply particular 
Mercies fully and clearly, fo as to have a Perſua- 
fon of ſuch a Mercy I am feeking for; though I 
gain ſome Application of — romiſes, ſuch as 
theſe, Chriſt came to ſave Sinners; GOD ſent * 

l 2 
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Son to condemn the Nd; Chriſt came to ſeek and 
fave that twhich was loft; which quiet my Spirit: 
When I am reading particular Promiſes, for re- 
moving fuch and ſuch Straits, and for giving ſuch 
and ſuch Bleflings, they do not comfort me more 
than in their general Nature they ſhew Gov's 
Goodneſs ; and therefore I find not Strength in 
them to plead for ſuch a particular Mercy, nor to 
perſuade my Mind of it that I thall obtain it; only 
they in the general quiet me. And hence I am 
not diſtruſtful of my Salvation, or of my Happineſs 
in the general; but whether I ſhall get ſuch a parti- 
cular Mercy, or be dclivered from ſuch an Evil. 
Oh to know what this means, which is in 2 

Me know that if we oft according to his Mill, He 
beareth us; and this Confidence we have of Him. 


Tu ſeventh Evil. I cannot get above the 


Fears of Men, fo as to break out in open Defiance 


and Arms againſt the World; but am kept in 
ftrong Chains of Fear and Baſhfulneſs to diſpleaſe 
them, I cannot boldly reprove, exhort, or be free 
with many whom yet I know or ſtrongly ſuſpect 
to be in a fad Condition, eſpecially if they be great 
Ones: And, when at any Time I do any Thing 
of this, it is with a great deal of Reluctance, nay, 
greater than to lay my Head down on the Block; 
and I ftrike fo ſparingly when I lift my Rod, that 
I ſcarce touch them, which comes from my com- 
_ plying and foft eaſy Nature; inſomuch that my 
Neglects of ſuch Duties have been Matter of my 
greateſt Exerciſes : Yet I think I fear not ſo much 
their Prejudice or outward Loſs, as to grieve and 
diſpleaſe Men. e 


Li 


Tur eighth Evil. I can never attain'toa watch- 
ful, ſelf-diffident and fearing Frame, when I am 
enlarged; but, notwithſtanding my 2 
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Falls, when I am got up again, I am with Peter 
perſuaded that I will never be ſo as before; but 
will confidently promiſe to do this or that, and 
will. not, believe that any. Temptation will break 
this Reſolution z which Confidence is not founded 
on the Log n, but comes from a preſumptuous Truft 
I have in myſelf. In a Word, I cannot miſbelicve 
my own Heart, nor be throughly perſuaded of its 
Weakneſs and Deceitfulneſs. It is true, in great 
Matters I am diffident of myſelf, but in ſmall Mat- 
ters and Reſolutions I go about them continually 
in my own Strength, and ever come ſhort of them, 


Tu ninth Evil. I can never carry rightly in 
publick Occaſions, but am ever the worſe for them; 
1 meet with little of Gop, and fee fo litile of Him, 
and get fo little Grace exerciſed, and am fo carnal 
while doing any civil Buſineſs even to which 4 
have a Call, that, prepare my Heart as I will be- 
fore I go out, and watch never fo carefully, I find 
my whole Man poiſoned, and myſelf worſe, and I 
come Home with a World of Challenges, fo that 
Company and Buſineſs are a Terror to me. I ne- 
ver know what to do when out of my Chamber; 


I have not yet known what it is to traffick chriſti- 


anly, but have been carnal in my Ends and Car- 
riage, forgotten Gop, drowned in worldly Mat- 
ters: O when ſhall I be ſpiritual in carnal Actions; 


in Eating, Drinking, Bargaining, daing Ak 3s 
Gop's Work! And when ſhall I get nnd 
in publick Occaſions ! | 1 


Tux tenth Evil, The Promiſes of the Goſpel, 
with Scripture-conſolations, quiet me in all my 
Afflictions; yet do not fo abundantly , ſatisfy me, 
as to make me reioice with Foy ' unſpeatable, and 
FF e ee ee 
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Tur eleventh Evil. I con never keep my Re- 


ſolutions, ſo as in my Practice to walk perfectly 


with Gop, ſo as to walk in Peace; but every Day 
J have Challenges, not for Sins of mere Infirmity, 
but for fuch Sins as might be helped, and which 
by mere Unwatchtulneſs I fall into; fuch as to 
continue long departing from Gop, entertaining 
vain Thoughts, idle Words, mifpending Time, 
Exceſ in lawtul Comforts, Sloth in private Duties, 


doing Things rathly, and ſuch like, which are not 


of mere Infirmity. To walk thus perfectly with 
Goo I cannot, but there hath ever been a Breach: 


By what I can learn, I never Kept any V ows even 
when the Matter was poffible. 3 


THz twelfth Ey Above all, I and a 
Unwillingnef, to teach, ex hort dal do Good U 
others, or to glorify God publickly; I cannot de- 


| Tight in this, nor go about this in Faith of a, Bleſ- 


ſing, nor with Succeſs, rior earneſtly; but there is 
with me much conſtrained Work, many Occaſi- 
ons flighted of going about it, and the Heart itſelf 


dead and heartleſs, and untouched with the Glory 


of Gop, or the Good of the Perſon, 9 if 
unconverted. 


1 
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Mr Life i is a Myſtery to me; Chee I . 
that I do not: Though I have been little advanced 


in theſe fore-mentioned Exerciſes ;- yet hath the 
Lon been exerciſing, me oY ** W be- 


yond =y Deſign ; as, | 


r. Tyave been called to ede the Lite of 
Faith, to walk by it and not by Sight; in which, 


by the Lorp's Revelation of the Goſpel, and from 


ſome 


e 
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ſome Conſideration on 2 Cor. v. 7. I have been 
exerciſed, eſpecially through Temptations, which 
ſeek to make me miſbelicve. 


2. I HAVE, learned and ſome Way exerciſed 


Patience, which is a continued Submiſſion and 
quiet Obedience, and the Conſtancy of the Spirit, 


in pot. being ſhaken or moved or diverted with 
Evilz and I have this Leſſon continually in my 
Hcad, and therein have made ſome Progreſs. 


3. I am learning to read Love in the greateſt 
Afflictions, Plagues, and Diſappointments; and 
to put good Conſtructions on all Gop's Dealings; 
and when any T hing comes, though never ſo croſs, 
{ firſt enquire, What Love can I fee in this? 


4. I am caſting out and have caft out the Bond- 
woman and her Shilg out of my Soul, I mean, 
the laviſh Spirit of Fear, bringing in daily evange- 
lical Principles, fo that now I find more Faith and 


} * 


Love in my Actings. 


5. I am ſtudying Sobriety in my Affections and 


Carriage, ſecking after Moderation, in not being 
much moved with any Occurence, ſtudying al- 
ways to be kept within Bounds, and to be my own 


Maſter, 


6. I aM taken, up with obſerving. Providences, 
eſpecially in Reference to myſelf, to ſee what 
Gop's Ends may be in them, why they are ſent, 
and what is ſuitable Duty; but, above all, to ſee 
Gop in them, in his Wiſdom, Holineſs and Love. 


A I am enabled to ſtudy and exerciſe Thank- 
'ulneſs ; the greateſt Help whereunto is, the Con- 
ideration that all Favours ate from Gop, and fo 

7270 many 
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many Pledges of Heaven, and bought with the 
woof of Chap.” tO" TM: 


8. I am ſtudying to know the Glory of Heaven, 
to be drawing all my Conſolations from this, and 
to be making it my Treaſure. „ 


9. I aw ſtudying to make Chriſt my All, even 
Wiſdom, Rightcouſneſs, Sancti fication, and Redemp- 
tion; and in Want of All, to live in, and on, and 
from Himſelf alone. 


Lafty, ILEARN Dependence on Gop in out- 
ward Straits, to recommend all Things to Him, 
to believe on Him for Deliverance, to comfort my- 
ſelf from Him, waiting to obferve his Hand in 
ſupporting under and delivering from manifold 
Troubles; and from thefe Experiences to increaſe 
m Love and Faith: And indeed T have found ma- 
nifold Experiences of late of outward Deliverances; 
fo that my Life hath been a continual coming in 
and out of Troubles, and every Trouble ſeemed 2 
remedileſs one, till GoD freed me out of it. 


Srer. 4. Rules for ordering my Speech, Behavi- 


our and Pratiice. 


Tur LoRp's People walk by Rule; their Life 
is fitly compared, Heb. xii. 1. to a Race: And] 
have therefore thought upon ſome'general Rules to 
be obſerved as the Foundation of all true Religion. 


1. General Rules. 


1/7. Lanour to know and find out wherein 
a Man's chief Happineſs doth conſiſt: Have an 
End to follow; *till a Man intend” right, he can 
never have a right Motion. Fix He 192-46 in the 


Belict 


i- 


ſtrongeſt 
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Belief of this, that the Enjoyment of Gop in Chriff 


is our eee and make the Heart to cloſe 
with this. 5 1 \ 
24, Rule. Ir will much contribute to our Motion 
in the Way to be armed with a ſtrong and deliberate 
Reſolution to walk in ſuch Ways; this will deter- 
mine us, Pſalm cxix. 106, 111. I baue choſen thy 
Precepts as mine Heritage for ever. I have ſiuorn, 
and I will perform it, that I will obſerve all thy righ- 
tous Fudgments, Conſider and weigh the Advan- 
tages and Diſadvantages of Religion, and then 
3 determine and bind thyſelf with the 
ngagements ; be poſitive, not halting. 


34 Rule. LABOUR to have and keep right 
Thoughts of Gop : Fix a lovely Character of Gop 
in thy Heart, fix the Faith of God's Attributes, 
ſtudy this moſt; 7 is Life eternal. 


4th Rule. Be always in Duty; Racers muſt 
ceep the Path: Never be idle. As there is an 
End, ſo there is a Way; never fit ſtill. | Lay it as 
a Foundation, to be always in Duty; never ts 
quit that, whatever be, 1 Cor. xv. 58. Always a= 
mthe Work. of: the LorD. We by Idle- 

neſs loſe much; we are employed in ſuch a Work 
233 we muſt not ſuffer to grow cold. Oh our In- 
terruptions do us much Prejudice! Little. and tee 


makes good Speed at laſt. 


gth Rule. Mans: che Sarigtures, thy. Rule : 
think, love, judge and do according to this. Ex- 
amine all Things: As a Man hath an End and 
Way, ſo hath he a Rule to direct him; this is the 
Scriptures, . wy this. | 


vor. XIX. be Rule 
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6th Rule. Live near the Loxp always; that 
which is expreſt in Scripture by walking with Gop, 
 fetting Him altvays at our Right-hand. Let Heart, 
Thoughts and Affections retain ever ſome Impreſ- 
fions of his Preſence ; fear always: Keep your- 
ſelves in the Love of Gop; if departed, return a- 
gain; if returned, keep with Him. All Good is 
with Gop, and all Ill comes from his Abſence and 
Diſtance ; Moe unto them, when I leave them. Loſe 
not your Guide by any Means; He is all Things, 
Life, Light, Strength and Health: Jait continu- 
ally on thy G op. Without Me ye can do Nething, It 
is good for me to draw near to Gov. 


7th Rule. Never murmur ; juſtify the Loxp al- 
ways; ſubmit to every Diſpenſation; let your 
Spirits be never rankled or fired, Micah vi. 8. Walk 
humbly with thy Goo. 1.428 


8th Rule. KEEr your Spirits in an equal Ba- 
tance, 1 Pet. v. 8. be ſober; ſuffer not your Paſ- 
ſions to run to Exceſs : Sober in weeping, rejoice- 
ing, ſpeaking, doing, fearing. Be always Maſter 
of thyſelf, unſhaken. a 1 el e 


gth Rule. BEWARE of Worldly-mindedneſs, 
and being too much engaged in the World; H- 
- that warreth doth wot intangle himſelf in the Afﬀairs 
of this Life, 2 Tim. ii. 4. Have as little to do in 
the World as ye can; take no more in Hand than 
e are well able to maſter: If engaged, flee as 2 
: Bird out of the Snare, and put ente in Or- 
der, but put the'World out of thy Heart eſpecially; 
No Man can ſerve two Maſlers. Fr Þ 
10th Rule. Be watchful : Beware of a Spirit of 
Slumber, ftand always on your Guard; Match in 
all Things ; Bleſſed is the Man that feareth 1 
| e 
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Be always ſuſpicious; never turn ſecure or careleſs; 
remember your Adverſary is ſtill buſy, and his 
Snares are continually ſet: Be vigilant therefore, 
keep your Eyes always open; look and ponder 
every Thing; be not raſh or haſty. 


11th Rule. Be diligent in the Means both pub- 
lick and private; in Hemi Meditation, Chriſ- 
tian Conference, ejaculatory Prayer, Reading ; 
eſpecially private Prayer, a Man cannot be a Chri- 
ſtian without this. Ye cannot work or travel, 
unleſs ye eat. The Hand of the Diligent maketh 


rieb. 


2. Rules I follow in my daily Walk : Or, ſome 
ſpecial Rules for ordering my own particular Gon- 
ver ſation. 47 


„ Rule. Is Imitation of Chri/t and his Apoltles, | 
and to get Good done, I purpoſe to riſe early every 


24 Rule. To propoſe, when I am up, the 
Work of the Day, and how and when to do it, 
and engage my Heart to it, and at Even to call 
_ myſelf to Account, and to mourn for Failing. 


34 Rule. To ſpend a competent Portion of 
Time every Day in Prayer, Reading, Meditating, 
fpiritual Exerciſes, Morning, Mid-day, Evening, 
and before I go to Be. 1 


4th Rule. Oxct in the Month, either the End 
or Middle of it, I keep a Day of Humiliation for 
the publick Condition, for the LorD's People and 
their ſad Condition, for the raiſing up the Work 
„J i.e eats wt 
pre "CES? -W 
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| 5th Rule. 1 spEwp beſide this, one for my own 
private Condition, in conflifting with ſpiritual E- 


vis, and to get my Heart more holy. 


6th Rule. I srENp every Week once, four 
Hours over and above my daily Portion in private 
for ſome ſpecial Cauſes relating either to myſelf 
or others. 


7% Rule. To ſpend ſome Time on Saturday 
towards Night for Preparation to the Sabbath, 


8th Rule. To ſpend ſix or ſeven Days together 
once in a Year, when I have the greateſt Conve- 
niency, wholly on ſpiritual Accounts. i 


g:h Rule. My ordinary and extraordinary 
Works, which every Day I ftrive to finiſh, are, 
to mortiſy Sin, to perfect Holineſs in the Fear of 
the Lonv, to glorify Gop, to inftru@ others and 
do them Good, to attend on and walk cloſely with 
the Loxp : This I propoſe every Day to myſelf to 
do, and at Even I examine myſelf of my Progreſs 
5 therein; this is my Work and Ex- 
r "ot | A E 


3. Rules in Speaking. 


I HAvE found by Scripture and Experience how 
much it concerns us to watch our Tongue, it being 
that Inſtrument whereby we may do moſt III or 

Good to others. I will therefore ſet down ſome 


Rules which I have propofed to myſelf for ordering 


my Words. | 
1/4 Rule. Speak no idle Language, that hath no 


Profit or Edification, ſuch as frothy Words, 0% 


alling 


m e ts a. FOO ng Wh 


22 fy. was, ew, By 


2 8 


1% rt kW ao 


Speech as to the Manner, as 


ſaid, Our 
ing without Fear. 
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Talking or Jeſting; but let them be ſeaſoned with 
Grace, as with Salt. | a 


24 Rule. SrxAk not n ; be + Garth in \ Dif. 
courſe, Slow of _ In the Multitude Wwe Wards 
there wants not 


A. 


34 Rub. SPEAK (oberly both as to Matter and 
Manner. A meek-quiet Spirit is calm in Words; 


loud, violent, earneſt Speaking argues a proud, 
diſtempered, unmortified Heart, 


4 


4th Rule. SPEAK not raſhly nor haſtily ; be not 
precipitate in ſpeaking; adviſe before you "ſpeak ; 
do not out with every * you conceive: 
Righteous fludieth to anſwer. PR. | 


5th Rule: SrrAxk weightily ig feriouilty; reve- 


25 and gravely, in N Diſcourſes the: 


Authority.” Our 
well as to the Matter, 
ſhould betray us that we have been with Jeſus." Be 
not {light or careleſs. _ e e6- 


6th Rule. In Speaking it were eon 


ally. Chriſt pate as one 


* 


e dee. 


ing up in Prayer to God in Heart; as if you have 


3 amiſs, Oh Loxp 8 when you are 


called to ſpeak, Oh Loxp open my Mouth, and 
help to a ſeaſonable Word; to to ſeek a Hleſſing, 


LoRD bleſs what I am to diſcourſe to wy Neg 


bour. 3 nn rs 


b * 
"e's 42 20 Ft ' we 


"th Rall see akt in \ Fear: neue nde 
a Bridle always in the Mouth, and no Word to get 
out without Permiſſion, Pſalm xxxix. 1. It was ill 
ps are our own, who is Lord over us? 
As there is Eating without Fear, fo there is __ 


ne OT} 8 Sx 8 #* 


* d Rub. 
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S8.) Rule. LeT not your Neighbour's Faults 
be the Subject of your Talk, tho? it be true. V. 


backbiteth — Palm xv. 3. Shew thy Neighbo 
his Faults. 2 A bind F 


gth Rule. SPEAK not of thyſelf 6 or F Woh 
Let anetber praiſe thee, and not thine own Month, 
neither directly nor indiceQly : Let * Work 


—_— 


4 Rake | in our Attions. 


I SHALL comprehend in this both Civil and R 
gious Actions. | 


1/f Rule. Do nothing ep aan ; bG 
thine Eye of Knowledge guide thee . 


the Way thou art to walk in. Firſt ſearch a 
gour Ways, then turn. Ponder the Path of thy Fu 


. 


Do. all Things as a Man, and by Rule, Prov. 


av. 26. fo ſhalt thou have eace. 


24 Rule. WHATEVER thou do, do it ſpiritual. 
Jy as the Loxp's Work ; as to Him, becauſe com- 


e ei. vi. 6, 7, 8. Col. iii. 23. 


3% Rob. Lazour | for Spiriuatiy jo io your out- 
ward Deportments, as well as in your Hearts, ina 
grave, wiſe, ſober and humble Carriage. Be bah 
in all Manner of Converſation, 1 Pet. i. 14, 15. 
Let Holineſs be on Bells, Pots, Bridles and Horſes, 
Zech. xiv. 20, * Hare on the Wedding - Gar- 


ment. { | 5 . 4+ 


455 Rule... In, Man of Bui neſs tak up ever r and 
anon 10 Heaven by ejaculatory Prayer, to preſerve 
the Soul from Corruption; and keep Divine Im- 


— that die not out. 
_ 5th Rule 


I 
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5th Rule. WHATEVER thou doſt, depend on 
the Lox D; do Nothing without Him, but 1# 'all 
thy Ways acknowledge Him. | OE 

6th Rule. WHATEVER you do, do it with all 
thine Heart, i. e. quickly without Delay, and 


heartily doing what thou doſt only, and nothing 


elſe. 


7th Rule. Br fober in what you do: Eat, drink, 
_ and buy, as tho' you did it not, in an holy 
Indifferency, referring the Event to Gop. Be not 


fretted with Cares, lay not out too much Affection 


with your Actions; but et your Moderation be known 
t all Men, the LoRD is at Hand. x 


8th Rule. REST not in Actions, but ſeek the 
End of an Action. Reft not in Prayer, but Jabour 
to attain the End of Prayer by Meditatißn and 
Prayer. Be not like Children "ſhooting at Random 
oy u Mark. Win the | 5 


* 5. RNules for our Conver ue ſation. | 


; 


1/f Rule. MARK your Carriage, immediately 
after you have been near Gop; ſee what Deport- 
ment ye are then inclined to follow, and ſtudy that 
always. ' 


24 Rule. Follow that Kind of Converſation 
wherein you have moſt Peace after ſerious Reſlec- 
tions on your Ways: I think, little Peace ſhall be 
found in a light carnal Converſation. © 


” 
34 Rule. Look to the Carriage of Chriff, his 
Apoſtles and Prophets, and ſtudy that Converſation 
that you think was Cþri/?s or the Apofties ;" this 
was not a laughing, ' frothy, vain, night Converſa- 
* tion. 


aſtoniſh me with my Fall, and to amaze and con- k 


and are far behind. he beſt N to get up 


M. 
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tion, When therefore thou art examining ſuch a 
Carriage, aſk, Would Chrift have done this? 


4th Rule. A GRAVE ferious een mixt 
with Serenity, is a good Converſation; and this is 
like Chrif?, this is ſuitable to our great Work and 


Aims. t the mad Children. of the World trifle 
and play, we are called to Seriouſneſs. 


5th Rule. Be circumſpect in yourConverſation, 
and wiſe, eſpecially towards them that are without, 
-Eph. v. 15. Eccl. ii. 14. Keep up the Chriftian 
Decorum: Let nothing eſcape thee but what is be- 
fitting the Majeſty of a\Chriſtian ; labour not to 
diſparage that at all. Walk k worthy of your Cal- 


| ling. 


6th Rule. HIS kindly, lovingly and courte- 
ouſly ; be rel to ſerve all: A tart rigid Carriage 
is not be Son of Man came cating and drini- 
ing. oicifin is not dane Through thy 
Gravity and Holineſs let Love appear; receive all; 
become all Things to all Men; yea, let your Reproots 
be in Love. 


Scr. 5. lee ſome of.. Satan's Devices 
whereby the Wart of Sarttification hath been hin- 


dered. 


1- AFTER Falls and Slips, Satan has ſought o By. 


Fuſe me ſo with what I had done, thereby I was da 
kept from getting up on my Feet, and going for. 77 
wards; like thoſe that running a Race catch a Fall, 
and are therewith ſo perplexed, thinking what to 
do, that in the mean Time they loſe much Time, 


and conſider our Ways, mourn, Pardon, Fun 
51 e 


G 
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then go to Work; Foſhua, Chap. vii. 10. aſter the 
ſmiting of Tſrael, lies 9 the Lok D ſaith 
thus, Mhereſore lieft thou thus * Up to thy Work. 

So in Fob xxxiv. 32. If thou haft done wickedly, what 
is done cannot be helped, de /o no more. ' He doth 


not ſay, amaze and diſtract yourſelves with Cares; 
for, Who can by thinking add one Cubit to his Stature 


2. In making me think that becauſe I come not 
up the full Length of Duty, or to do it in that 
Manner and Form that is required, I had better 


omit it; whereby it hath come to paſs that Nothing 


hath been done at all, Gop not honoured, and o- 
thers not profited ; not conſidering that doing the 
Duty as we may, is a Mean to the better doing of 
it. Hence the Duty of Reptoof hath been omitted, 
decauſe I could not do it fo freely, evangelically and 
plainly as the Lox p requires; this is Qver-driving: 
But it is better paying what we may, than let all 
run on our Head, When David ſaw what Reve- 
rence was required to the Ark, he let it alone; 
Who can fland ? Unbelief whereby the Soul thinks 
Gop ſuch a hard Maſter that will exact to the ut- 

termoſt, and Pride in diſdaining to do any Thing 

but what may be worthy or meritorious, are the 


Caufes of this Deceit. 


3. By injecting Thoughts materially good, yet 
impertinent to the Exercif: the Soul for the preſent 
is called unto ; whereby my Purpoſe hath been bro- 
ken, my Spirit made vain, no Good done, nor 
Peace in it: And when other palpably finful 
Thoughts have been extruded, theſe real Enemies, 
yet ſeeming Friends, have been let in, becauſe of 
their Sheep's Clothing; yet it is but the Devil tran 
forming himſelf into an Angel of Light. The Ri 
teous bringeth forth Fruit in Staſon ; theſe" 

Te vain, becauſe fruitleſs and unſeaſonable. 


$6, 
: + 


4. In 
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4. In doing of Duties, and not ſeeking to attain 


the End of Duties; not becauſe I thought this 


worthy, but I thought it ſufficient if the LorD was 


honoured : And in this Snare I am ordinarily in- 
trapped, tho' beaten out of Formality. . I have been 
like Children who. ſh ot, but at no Mark, only 
that they may ſhoot ; or as when they ſet their Pa- 
per- boats to Sea, but look for nothing elſe than to 
ſee them ſwim upon the Waters; and ſo it may be 
ſaid of them, There is no End of their Labour. And 
hence I have exh »rted, not to convert or edify, but 
becauſe commanded, and to thew Obedience; and 
thus have waited on the Lok in private and pub- 
lick Means, not for ſupplying of Wants or drawing 
near unto Gop, but merely to do Homage unto 
Him: Wh-reby there is a ſtanding itill, and no 
Progreſs; Duties render'd a Burden, becauſe no 
End intended; and my Motion irregular, becauſe 
no End to direct: And fo I have wrought at Ran- 


5. Udo the Pretence of waiting on the Lozp 
for Strength, I have been driven to gaze, and neg- 
lect the D 7 itſelf, when there hath been an Op- 
portunity; ſo, in preparing for Prayer, have neg- 
lected Prayer: In looking for Strength and Grace 
to edify when in Company nothing hath been done. 


6. To negle& the Practice of Grace and Duty, 
by reſting in the ſweet and reliſhing Speculation 
thereof, and Reſolution to do it; I have been taken 
up with the Sweetneſs of Duty on the Mind, but 
not ſo careful to practice it, tho there have been 
ſome light Reſolutions. This I thought ſufficient, 
or elſe through Security I have not expected Diff 
culty in the Practice; and fo, knowing and ap- 
proving and teaching others the Law yet neglecting 
it. F . | "47 


may be well done: So that when 
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7. 1 Have been much hindeced from Duty, by 
ſtudying the Manner ot Duty, rather than the 
Subſtance of it; by ſtudying Faith in Prayer, ra- 
ther than Prayer in Fauh; by ſtudying Upenneſs 
and Plain-dealing in reproving, rather than Re- 
proof itſelf; by ſtudying Conſtancy in Watching, 
rather than Watching itſeif : Which I have found 
to proceed from Pride, chooſing the Excellency of 
it, rather than the Thing itſelt. 


8. SATAN ſubtilly preſſes the Doing of many 
Things at once, which is impoſſible ;, that fo, di- 
viding my. Spirit with, ſeveral Objects, Nothing 

came to ſay, 
What have I to do? It is anſwered, Ye have this, 
and that, and the other Thing ; when I am called 
to one Thing, I addreſs to another, and thus 
troubled with many Things, like Martha, Luke x. 
41, 42. with which one Thing, it my Spirit were 


taken up, I might come to ſome Profit, and get it 


done; but, ſceking to graſp too much, I let all 
go. When many crowd out or in at a Paſlage, 
they binder one another; but the Rule is, I bat- 
ever thou dofl, do it with all thy Might, i. e. Let 
thy Hear tbe taken up wholly with that one Thing 
while thou art doing it, and with no other. 


9. SATAN'S 2 into an Angel of 
Light, by gilding Vice wich Appearance of Vir- 
tue: Hence have I been tempted to Lightneſs, 

Exceſs in Comforts, under Pretence of ſhunning 
Unthankfulneſs, and of not uſing Chiiſtian Liber - 
ty, and of walking uncomfortably. Prayer under 
Indiſpoſition hath been ſhunned, - leſt I ſhould ren- 
der the eaſy Yoke. of Chrift a grievous Burden: 
Whereby Sin hath prevailed by theſe, tho” it hath 


been overcome when it appeared in its own 


Cloathing. 
10. Ix 
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10. In following the Diſpoſition of my Spirit as 

a Rule in Reference to Duty, rather than the Call 

of Providence ; whereby many Occaſions of doing 

Good have been loſt thro' Indiſpoſition to theſe 

—_— and ſome ſeeming Diſpoſitions to do other 
uttes. n | 


11. SATAN by making me pore exceſſively on 
Evidences of Grace, and by occupying me in lay- 
ing continually the Foundation, hath _ me 
from my Work, and from my Progreſs in Grace; 
in which Exerciſes if I had been as diligent as in 
Examination of myſelf, I might have been aſſured 
more quickly. It is true, we ſhould examine our 
States, 2 Cor. xiii. 5. but it is wrong to be conti- 
nually taken up with this; ſo that when called to 
Patience, and Believing, and Honouring of Gop, 
Satan hath faid, Lay a foundation before ye build 
a Superſtructure: But it is dangerous to be trying 
our Armour when we ate called to fight. 


12. Ix not ptizing or eſteemii little Mercies, 
becauſe common, and fear to reſt in them; thus 
deſpifing the Day of ſmall Things. 


13. Is not ſhunning little Evils, fearing to be 
thereby tything the Anniſe and Cummin. 


14. By limiting of the holy One of Iſrael; by 
cutting out and preſcribing to Gop a Way of 
helping me ; and when He hath not come in my 
Way, I could not imagine his Coming a Mercy. 
Hence I have pro S; Gop's Way with other 
Chriftians, and their Exerciſes, as the Way to 
the Spirit to deal with me; and not finding this, 
T have been diſcouraged, and diſquieted, and un- 
thankful, and /pent my Labour and Strength in 
vain, in gazing after that, and labouring to walk 

| in 
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in a Path the Lord was not willing to lead me. 
] have limited the Lord in his Way, by portray- 
ing to myſelf, and conceiving, ſuch a Grace, and 
under ſuch a Notion and Form; ſo that if I had 
not that very Form, tho' I had it really, yet did I 
not think 1 had it. Oh, under what various 
Terms doth the LoxD expreſs one Thing, that 
Folk might not reſtrit Grace to one Notion |! 


15. UNDER the Pretence of Diſcretion, Pru- 
dence and Patience, I have neglected the Life and 
Zeal of Actions. Oh, what Is he diſguiſed un- 
der Moderation, Sobriety, Patience, and Chriſtian 
Liberty ! 2 | 


16. I Have neglected the outward Practice of 
Repentance, under Pretence that the Lord re- 
quires the Heart; but we ſhould ſerve the Lord 
both in Body and in Spirit. It is true, we ſhould 
not reſt in the outward, or mainly look thereunto, 
but ſhould look to the Heart moſtly ; yet ſhould 
not the outward Act be neglected. 


You. t © CHAP. 
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MMM w II CC x 
CHAP. VI. | 
Of my Call to the Miniſtry. 


Sect. I. The Grounds upon which I judged myſel 
| called to the Miniſtry. w 4 


—+ WAS much concerned to know whether [ 

was indeed called by the LorD to the Exer- 
ciſe of the Miniſtry, or whether any Inclination 
or Preſſure of Spirit I had thereto did proceed from 
my own Fancy ; for I can never think that any 
will diſcharge this Office aright, who hath not a 
Senſe of his Divine Call upon his Spirit: For ſuch 
as the Lord hath not called, it is threatened 
that they hall nat profit this People, Jer. xxiij. 32. 
| Therefore it is of much Concernment to us to be 
clear in this. 


2. THEREFORE did I judge it my Duty to en- 


deavour to have my Call cleared to me, and for 
this Cauſe ſet apart ſome ſolemn Days, in which 
by Faſting and Prayer, both before I entered into 
the Miniſtry and after, I earneſtly beſought the 
Lord for Light in this Matter: The Iſſue of all 
ſuch Deliberations was, that I was inclined to 
think, from what I could gather from Gop's 
Word or Work, that He dig call me to bear bis 
Name, to deliver from the Power of Satan to GoD, 


to witneſs for GoD, that the Works of the World 


were Evil. 
3. THe 


= 


80 
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3. Tur Grounds upon which I was convinced 
the Lox D called me were, 1. That I was not now 
to expect audible Voſces from Heaven in an ex- 
traordinary Manner, laying, Ariſe, preach the Goſ- 
pel; however Apoſtles. and extraordinary Prophets 
were ſo called: Therefore, tho” I did not receive 
any extraordinary Voice within or' without, there 
was no Reaſon upon that Account to doubt of 


my Call. 2. That much leſs was a Man's own 


Imagination to be counted a Call from Gop ; for 
many think they are called of Gop, as Fer. xxiii. 
whom the Lorp hath nat ſent. 3. That any Act 
of Man doth not give a Call to any Miniſter ; for 
Ordination by Miniſters, or Election by the Peo- 
ple, which are the two Means by which it is pre- 
tended this Call is conveyed, are Poſteriors ta 


this Call of Gop: And, beſides, Miniſters may 


ordain, and People may elect, ſuch as were never 


called of Gop. 


4. As the Revelation of Gop's Word in all 
Ages hath been the Rule whereby to diſcern who 
have been called of God to be his Servants, and 
who not; and therefore, when Gop revealed Him- 
ſelf immediately to his Prophets, this immediate 
Revelation publiſhed by the Prophets was the 
Ground of Faith and Rule of Practice: So now, 


the Revelation of Gop's Will being in the Scrip- 


ture, it follows that by the Scriptures only we can 
know wha are his Miniſters called of Him, and 
who are not; and this Knowledge is as certain as 
any Knowledge that could be had from the Pro- 
phets of Old, and as clear and evident. The 
Scriptures. then I muſt look into, and by them 
know whether the LorD hath called me or not. 
The General I find in ſeveral Places of Scripture: 
Luke xix. 13. Occupy till I come. 1 Pet. iv. 10. 
As every one hath received the Gift, ſo let bim mini- 
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Fer unto anatber.. 1 Cor. xii. 7. The An Hatton 


the Spirit it given to. profit tuithal. By all theſe 
riptures I gather, that v*.atever Talents Men 


| have received from Chri/t, they are not to lie idle, 


nor to be kept in a Napkin, but that they are to 
be exerciſed for Gop : And this Scripture,  Occupy 


till came, is the general Warrant that Miniſters 


und all other Perſons of different Occupations have 
to dif e their Office. If any then enquire, 
Wbat is my Call to preach? I anſwer, Our 
Loxyp's Command and Call, Occum till I come. 
Miniſters in preaching do but occupy 'til Chr 
comes. And here is my firſt Ground. But, 


5. By this general Call none is particularly ens 
gaged to follow the Miniſtry but ſuch as are qua- 
lifed For he who is fitted for an Artificer, for a 
Scholar, for a Lawyer, for a Phyſician; altho' he 
is bound by this General to employ. his Talent for 
Gop, yet is not every one by this Scripture bound 


to diſcharge the Office of eh& Miniſtry. It is there- 


fore further requiſite to a Divine Call, that the 
Perſon be fitted more for this, than for any Thing 


elſe : He therefore who is not qualified for the Mi- 
niſtry, is not called; and he who is more fitted for 
this than for any Thing elſe, is called of Gov, 
becauſe he is called to miniſter as be hath re- 
ceived, 1 Pet. iv. 10. A Man's Talent is the De 
terminer of that General, Occupy *tiil I come: 
Now I begin to ſee what is my Talent ; and truly 
there was no other Thing I was more fitted for 
than preaching and ſerving Gop in the Miniſtry : 
And tho' my Parts were but weak, and my La- 
lent ſmall, eſpecially in the Beginning ; yet did 
ſee ſome Meaſure of Divine Preparation for this 
Work, and truly more than for any other Em- 
ployment, and therefore did J judge I was bound 
to occupy for Gop in that Work. Some 1 2 

os by n- 


were: And truly I had not been many 
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Endowments I had, by which I was ſufficiently 
capable of any Science: The Dealings of Gop 
with my Spirit in the Way of Converſion were 


very diſtinct; and tho' I could not ſee but confu- 


ſedly at firſt, yet afterwards I perceived that Work 
very diſtinctly: And not only ſo ; the Loxn did 
not only, by Converſion begun and renewed, fit 
me for the Miniſtry, but gave me 2 Experi- 
ence of the exceeding Evil of my Heart, of the 
Terrors of Gop, that ſo I might know how to 
perſuade others. He likewiſe opened my Eyes to 
ſee the glorious Myſteries of the Covenant: of 
Grace, telling me Something every Dax as it 
ays in 
Chriſt's School, when T thought I was come to a 


new World; my former Life ſeemed a dark howl- 


ing Wilderneſs, and the Life of Grace looked 
upon as the lightſome Canaan, the Harbour of 
Reſt. Various Conflicts I had with Unbelief, and 
much exerciſed with the Law and the Bond-wo- 
man. I was much helped by ſome old Writers; 
but eſpecially by reading the Epiſtle to the Romans, 
by Prayer and Meditation, by which I: came to 
receive very much Satisfaction in my Mind in the 
Goſpel. Now I thought the great Pains the Lox 
did take in this with me, the Experience alſo I 
had of great Afflictions, and the Loxp's Support 


under them, and delivering from them, and ſanc- 


tifying the ſame to me, by inſtructing me in 


Leſſons by the Rod; What ſhould all this mean, 
but that the Loxp gives me Experience of theſe 


Things, to the End that I ſhould make this his 
Righteouſneſs known in the great Congregation ? If 


this be ſpoken in my Ear, ſhall I not divulge it on the 


Houſe tops? And was not all this to qualify me, 
and make me a fit Miniſter of the New Teſta- 
ment? This was a ſecond Conſideration to clear 
my Call RE Ys aid OD} 319 l 6 } 


= The Lies of 
6. Tux Lox did by his Spirit apply the gene- 
ral Call particular] 2 my Soul: He | — 4 
home that Word, G "till I come; and told me 
the LorD called me to 7 Him in the Geſpel 4 
bis Sen: For Gifts and Abilities to preach and 
ray are not a ſufficient Call to a Man to be a 
iniſter, tho' they be neceſſary to the Call. A 
Man's natural Gift and Ability for any Magiftracy 
_ doth not preſently call him to that Office; and 
ſome have Gifts for divers Offices, that yet are 
called but to one. Arid hence it is, that a Man's 
Call to the Office of the Miniftry is in ſome 
Things different from the Call of Believing : For 
it doth not oblige any particularly to the Work of 
the Miniſtry without the Working of the Spirit: 
And therefore is the Application of the Spirit, in the 
Matter of the Call to the Miniſtry, a very neceſ- 
fary Part, and requiſite not only to enable us to 
the Thing as it is in the Caſe of Believing, but 
likewiſe to warrant that particular Thing. For, 
however the general Call, Occupy till I come, war- 
rant ſuch as have Parts and Talents to employ 
them for Gon; yet doth it not warrant a godly 
able Man to exerciſe his Talents in a publick mi- 
niſterial Way more than any others, until the Spi- 
Tit determine his Spirit: And this 1 found the Spi- 
rit did likewiſe. to me, (1.) In repreſenting to my 
Soul the Beauty and Glory of the Office of the 
Miniftry. O to ſerve the Lonxp in this? ſaid I; 
Nothing is like it! To /i for Gop, to hold 
forth Riches of Chriſt, to bear his Name; 
What more honourable Employment] And like 
as the Merchant muſt fee the Pearl before he buy 
it, Matt. xii. 45. and we muſt ſee the San before 
we believe in Him, ſo that the Beauty and Glory of 
the Work of the Miniſtry muſt be ſeen before we 
take with it. (2.) The Loxp by bis Spirit did 
incline my Heart to * Work; and fo 7 
+ 5 a | imes 
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Times I was taken off from other Studies and 
Exerciſes, and was ſet on this, and many Times 
did 1 it; yea, I had marvellous De- 

xerciſe of any Work belonging to the 
Miniſtry, in on of Divinity, meditating 
upon or writing my T houghts, ſtudying or preach- 
ing of Sermons: And truly Patents ſend their 
Children to thoſe Trades that they obſerve them 
to be moſt of themſelves inclined to. (3.) By - 
preparing and qualifying me for that Employment; 
by renewing a diſtinct Work of Converſion in my 
Soul; by exerciſing me with various outward 
Afflictions; by difcovering to me the Myftery of 
Grace and the Goſpel : And the more fitted I was, 
the more inclined to the Work; and though I 
ſtudied but little, yet the Lok D bleſſed it marvel- 
louſly. (4.) By doing my Soul good, in being 
exerciſed in preparing for the Miniſtry : For it was 
by ſtudying to preach, and Meditation on ſeveral 
dubjects, that my Soul recovered out of my firſt 
Backſliding; and by meditating upon Subjects, and 
preaching ' of them, I daily grew in Grace and 
Knowledge of Chrift. Fd. aeg 


7. Taz Lorp not only by his Spirit working 
inwardly upon me, but likewiſe by his Work, did 
clear that He called me: For my Heart was utterly 
averſe to any other Study or Employment ; all At- 
tempts, Deſigns and Endeavours to ſettle in any 
other Station were cruſhed and broken, and Mat- 
ters in the World went ſtill worſe and worſe, *till 
| reſolved and engaged with the Work of the Mi- 
niſtry; and from that Time I obſerved the Weg- 
ther turned, and my Captivity was turned back. 
What Judgment can I make of the Loxy's bat- 
ring all other Doors, and opening this, but that I 
ſhould go in here, and look to no other Thing? 

int DIL . ' 4 WW m V7 ah. 
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8. I Au much. confirmed in my Call to the 
Miniftry by that Providence of the Vows I made 
to this Purpoſe 3 that the LorD' ſhould ſo ſoon 
teſtify. his Approbation thereof, and anſwer me ſo 
ſuddenly, ſo clearly, ſo fully: For my Want of 
Aſſurance was my great Doubt, and that which 
made me afraid to engage in the Miniſtry ; where-' 
upon I vowed ſolemnly, that if the Lomp ſhould 
clear up my Intereſt to me, and reveal'the-Myſtery 
of the Goſpel to me, I would then apply myſelf to 
the Miniſtry, provided the LorD: did anſwer: this 
in five Years. But the Lord in leſs than fix 
Weeks anſwered it; for in a Month, or there- 
about, did the LokÞ convince me of Faith, called 
me to believe, opened his Covenant to me, never 
left me till I believed it, and then ſealed it with 
the Spirit of Aſſurance: And in my Vow I ſaid, 
that, if the LoRD would hearken to me, in clear- 
ing theſe Things, I would look on it as an evident 
Token he called me to ſerve Him in the Goſpel. 


| 
| 
[ 
5 
| 
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9. Azour the latter End of the Lear 1665, l 
remember the Lokp put this Call cloſe to my 
Door, told me I was to be his Witneſs, to teſtify 
for Him againſt the World, to do all the Good J 
could to Mankind wherever I was called ; and that 
I ſhould make this my only Work, and be faitb- 
ful, free and full in it; that many Things needed 
Reformation, and that the LR O would employ 
me in it. This was preſſed much on me; and 
becauſe I refuſed, and, like Jonah, fled from the 
Lok, He ſent a Storm of 'Terrors after me, and 
and I was caſt into a Sea and Depth of Hell many 
Weeks: The Work I was called to was ſo hard, 
that I durſt not undertake it, but delayed it. 


* 


* 


10. AnoTata Conſideration, that cleared .mj 
Call to me, was, That the Miniſters and faithful 


Ser 


Servants of Jeſus Chriſi did ſolemnly examine my 
Call, and after Trial of my Gifts and Converſation 
by ſeveral, Exerciſes recommended me, being in- 
timately and of a long Time acquainted with me 
having preached frequently in their Hearing, an 
were ſo far ſatisfied with me, that unanimoufly, 
without the leaſt Cenſure, they agreed to truſt me 
with the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel; and this wa; 
in the Year 1672. They were better Judges than 
myſelf, and they found the Lox p had called me, 
and therefore did in the Name of Chi dcclara> 


tively empower. me: to exerciſe the Office of the 
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Tah), WEN I conſider the Effects ich ſol: 
lowed on my Admiſſion to the Miniſtry, I am 
much confirmed in my Call; for by Preaching 
and diſcharging my Duty otherwiſe, I myſelf way 
watered, my 
Will was made known to me, and Labours 
dleſſed to many, to whoſe Heart and Caſe the 
Lonp made me many Times ſpeak: And though, 
while I was in Scotland, I never received nor would 
take a Sixpence for Preaching, but lived upon what 
was my own; yet I proſpered much in my outward 
Eftate in the World, I cleared my Debts, I re- 
ſerved ſome Part of my Eftate to my Debts, and 
maintained myſelf; I married all my Sifters, 'inſo- 
much that in fourteen Years I was better by cight 
or nine hundred Pounds Sterling than when I began. 
And this I looked upon as a Token of the Lok 's 
Acceptance of my Labours. 5 


1 g 


As to the Nature of my particular Call to preach 
the Goſpel; by ought I can diſcern through the 
Moving of God's Spirit, or the Encouragement 1 
tad thereto, it was not to preach to any patents 
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ifts increaſed, more of the Lok 's 


* 
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Flock only, gathered or ungathered; but it was to 
preach to the whole World. The Lord had ſcat: 
tered both Shepherds and Flocks ; we were then to 
ar wherever we could find People: Yea, tho' 

had three Calls from 'three different Societies of 
Chriſtians, yet did I not incline to fix with any: 
My Commiſkon, I thought, was tather indefinite 
than definite; Preach the Goſpel' to every Creature 
under Heaven. (z.) And hence I was called to 
preach in a vagrant Manner, ſometimes at one 
Place, ſometimes at another, here-and there, up 
and down the Country, as I was called by the Peo- 
ple, not ſtaying above a Week in one Place. I 
loved not fixed Stipends and Pulpits, while the 
Loxp Jeſus Himſelf was unfixed; but thought it 
moſt kindly to follow the wandering Ark and Ta- 
bernacle, (3.) The chief Things I was called to 
preach and declare were, Man's Miſery by Nature, 
the Nature of Regeneration and Salvation by Chriſ, 
and my Spirit did more freely go out in a Goſpel- 
ſtrain than in a legal. I never in my Sermons re- 
flected upon the Perſons of Rulers or Councils; 
neither laboured to ſtir up. the People, nor did 1 
inſiſt upon publick Differences: The ſubſtantial 
Truths of Religion were the ordinary Subject of 


my Diſcourſes, and it was Chrift and Him cruci. 


Fed that I was moſtly called to preach. | (4.) I was 
called to preach plainly, particulatly, and autho- 
ritatively, as the Meſſenger of Jeſus Chriſt, with 
all Sorts of Perſons; yet courteouſly, wiſcly, 
meekly, and gently: Not to ſpeak in à Cloud of 
fences! Words, but, Thou art the Man, to reach 
ome; nor yet to ſpeak Jightly or ſlightly, but 
ſeriouſly and gravely, that it may be reverericed 
and regarded by thoſe to whom it is directed: For 
both we ſhould ſpeak, and they hear, as the Word 
| IT pe 
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Goſpel of his Son, as my only Work,' to make this 
my Trade and Calling, in which only, diligently, 
in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, to be employed; and 
to take no other Thing in Hand, but wholly to be 
given to this: Gi, thyſelf wholly to theſe Things, 
faith. the Apoſtle: to Timothy. Acts vi. 16. Ve 
will give ourſelves to the Merd and Prayer. I was 
called, (6.) to diſcharge the Work of my Calling 
in a ſpecial Dependence on Gop, for Light, Life, 
Aſſiſtance, Wiſdom, and a Bleſſing. No Calling, 
no Work is there under Heaven, wherein there 1s 
| more Need of Dependence on Gop: Alas! we 

know neither what to ſay, nor how to ſay; He 
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; are not ſufficient for theſe Things, but our Sufficiency 
b is of God. Nor ought we to ſpeak any Thing, 
| but as the LoRD giveth Utterance. "410 
, By this I perceive it is not every Perſon, yea, 


, every Chriſtian or Saint, that. is a fit and qualified 
Perſon for the Miniſtry; they muſt be poliſhed 
Shafts. Right Interpreters are rare Perſons, One 
of a Thouſand, Job xxxiii. 23. Nay, very few of 
thoſe who are called of Men, are called of Gon 
to the Miniſtry: For, 1. Miniſters muſt be Per- 
ſons of good Parts and Endowments, able to con- 
| vince and put to Silence Adverſaries; they muſt 

have Knowledge and Learning more than others. 
2. They muſt be Saints and Chriſtians: before they 
be Miniſters ; for how Hall Satan , caft out Satan? 
What do all his Gifts profit, if-a'Man want Grace 
| or Charity? Is he not as a tinkling Cymbal? How: 
ſhall ſuch perſuade others, who themſelves never 
neu the Terrors of the LoRp ?' Shall they tell 
others the Way to Heaven, that never themſelves 


travelled that Way? Ie not! this for the Blind to 
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Labours of ſuch? 3. He muſt have. a/ moge than 
e ordinary 


lead the Blind? Can a (Bleſſing be epected on the 
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ordinary Stock and Meaſure of Grace, of Know. 
ledge, Patience, Zeal, Experience, Sobriety, 
Watchfulneſs, Faith; they cannot without this 
de One of a Thouſand: He muſt be one acquainted 
in ſome Meaſure with Satan's Devices, and with | 
the Corners of the little World, the Heart. 4. A 
godly, heavenly, pure and ſpiritual Converſation 
and Behaviour, muſt illuſtrate what he delivers in 
Preaching. To exemplify a godly Life, is a clear 
Confirmation of a Miniſter's Doctrine; and if it do 
not convert them, yet ſtill it will convince them: 
And when the Converſation is contrary, or ſhort 
of the Doctrine preached, that Man deftroyeth what 
be buildeth, he unpreacheth and confutes what he 
preaches, and gives Occaſion to People to think 
Religion a Stage-play. 5. The Minifter muſt 
have the Senſe of his Charge, the Danger of im- 
mortal Souls, deeply imprinted on his Heart; it 
muſt be clear to him, that the Lord hath called 
him, and to what he is called, and the Weight and 
Import of his Charge. It is a Matter of Life and 
Death: Hence the Charge of Propheſying, com- 
mitted to the Prophets, is called a = we He 
that hath but ſlight Impreſſions of his Charge, will 
never faithfully” diſcharge it. 6. He muſt be a 
render-hearted Man, ready to ſympathize with all 
that are in Affliction either inward or outward. 
Compaſſion puts Miniſters to do much for the Souls 
of People; and, when People ſee the Compaſſion 
of 'Minifters, it takes much with them. 7. They 
mouft always live near Gon; they muſt with 
Moſes, much in the Mount. 8. They muſt be 
bold courageous Men; not afraid of | the Faces 
Men, but ſerting their Face 'as a Flint. Of 
theſe Qualifications I had ſome ſmall Meaſure, of 
ſome more, of ſome leſs; though of none what 1 
3 Nun 51 Ader 13 1 * | 
T3310) ET 


7 LX. F SASSY SKS S8 > 


= 


> =\S TIS TS>== 


— 


— % 


Mr. James Fraſer. 181 


kr I find I have great Reaſon to be humbled 
for my Short-comings in ſeveral Things; as, 
1. That have never been fo ſenſibly affected with 
the great Charge the LoRD hath put upon me. 
2, In that I have not applied myſelf wholly to 
theſe Things, nor given myſelf to the Word and 
Prayer as my only Work. 3. I have not had that 
Tenderneſs towards periſhing Souls, nor ſuch 
Senſe of God's Preſence and the Matters I have 
been ſpeaking of. 4. I have not fo depended for 
Counſel, Direction, Strength and a Blefling from 


| Gop: I have ſpoken in my own Wiſdom too much, 


and have not had Things ſo purely from Gop. 


5. The Duty of particular Exhortation was much 


flighted ; many Means, as private Conference, 
writing of Letters, of ſaving and edifying Souls, 
have been neglected. 6. My Converſation hath 
not been ſo ſhining and convincing as became a 
Miniſter. 7. I was many Times timorous and 
baſhful, when I ſhould boldly have appeated againſt 
Sin and for Gop. For theſe, with many Joful 
Defects, I defire to mourn and be humbled before 
the LoRD, and to ſeek Mercy through the Blood 


of Feſus Cbriſt. 
gc 
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Of my Marriage and Mido αν 


T that Time the Church of Chri/t had great 

Reſt and Liberty from Perſecution thro? Va- 
riance amongſt the Stateſmen, I was as buſy as 1 
could, and in Aug⁰ had gone North, and diſ- 
patched ſome Buſineſs there: I returned South, 
but a violent Perſecution had broken out, and there 

began to be Fining, Impriſoning, taking and ſum- 
moning of Perſons, diſturbing of Mectings with 
Soldiers. Vet the Goſpel prevailed more and more, 
and we were like the //rae.ites in Egypt, the more 
we were off.icted, the more we grew and multiplied. 
Some Hot-heads were tor taking the Sword, and 
redeeming themlelves from the Hands of Oppreſ- 
ſors: But I oppoſed riſing in Arms all I could, and 
exhorted them to Patience and Ccouragious uſing 
the Sword of the Spirit; and I did not fee they had 
any Call to the Sword, that their Strength was to ſit 
ill And, if they did ſtir and take the Sword, 
they would therewith perith ; but, if they patiently 
ſuffered and endured, Gob would himſelf ſome 
Way ſupport and deliver them. I had Influence 
with the People; and, whilſt I was at Liberty, I 
did what I could to keep them peaceable. The 
Truth is, there were great Provocations given, fo 
that we concluded it was the Deſign of ſome Ru- 
lers to ſtir us up that we might fall. Miniſters ſtill 
preached and laboured amongſt the People, many 
were brought in; the Work of Gop in the Midſt 


of Perſecution did always proſper, until we 251 
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ed ourſelves ; firſt by needleſs Diviſtons and Diffe- 
rence in Opinion happening by reaſon of the In- 
dulgence ; and after by raſh and unwarrantable 
taking up of Arms molt unſeaſonably in the Year 
1679; when the diflenting Party, met to wor- 
ſhip Gop, being aſſaulted by armed Men, and de- 
fending themſelves, did kill about Thirty Men of 
their an With this Succeſs both being 


hear tened, great Numbers gathered together, but 


not in the Lory's Strength; and, by their un- 
ſe:ſonable Diviſions, and Folly of ſome, were 
made a Prey to their Enemies. The Perſecution 
became fo hot in the latter End of the Year 1674, 


and Beginning of 1675, and always after that, 


that ſometimes I was in Hizard to be taken preach- 
ing. It was then I was excommunicated, with 


ſome other Miniſters, Gentlemen and Women, 


vea, fome Perſons of Quality; but the Lord ſuf- 
fered not this Ball, tho” it hit me, to do me Harm: 
The Goſpel ſtill ſpread, and the People of all Sorts 
ventured on Converſe with us. O let my Soul 
bleſs the LORD, and not be forgetful of his Bene- 


fits; let me not conceal his Loving-khindneſſes, but 


ſhe o them to the Sons of Men. Altho' the LoRD 
afflicted me, and kept the Croſs ſtill upon my Back; 
yet did He likewiſe remember Mercy, his Mercies 
were renewed every Morning to me. And, 1. The 
Lokp ſhewed his Mercy to me, in giving me 
a comfortable and ſvitable Yoke fellow, who did me 
Good and not Evil all the Days of her Life: in 
her did | hehold as in a Glaſs the Lok 0's Love to 
me, by her were the Sorrows of my Pilgrimage 
many Times ſweetened, and ſhe made me ftequent- 
ly forget my Sorrows and Griefs, and was the 
greateſt Temptation to me of ſaying, It i goed for 
me to he here; fo that I can ſeal to the Truth of 
that, An Inheritance is from the Fathers, but a pru- 
dent IVife is from the LoRD, who ſo findeth her ob- 
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taineth Favour of the Lox D. I had not in herſclf 
alone a comfortable Relation, but I had very much 
Love and Reſpect from all her Relations, which 
were many, and in whoſe Sight I found Favour, 
that they conſidered me no lonyer as a Stranger, 
but as their Brother, and there was nothing but in 


what I could command them; and many of them 


being Lawyers, Advocates, Claks and Judges, I 
had their Service for nought, and glad were they 
to da me any Gocd; by them I obtained ſeveral 
Things, and warded off ſeveral! Blows: Nor did 
their Love die with her, but continued conſtant to 
this Day, as ready to pleaſure and do for me now 
25 ever; nor know I ſo much as of any one Breach 
that ever was betwixt vs. She was kind: The Law 
of Kindneſs was in her Mouth She was prudent 
and well-bred, ordered her Affairs with great Diſ- 
cretion, and by her Wiſdom and Activity did ma- 
ny Things that were fair and lovely to look on; 
was truly Religious, and not only would comply 
with me in any good Work and ſpiritual Duty, 
but many Times would aſſiſt, ſtir up, and encou- 
rage and remember me of my My 2. I found 
much preſerving Mercy from the 

in great Debts when I married; ſome conſiderable 
Sums of Money was I bound in, others I was not 
bound in, but yet they were truly owing, and I was 
not able to pay them, being my Father's Debts : 
Had thoſe Creditors fallen upon me while I was 
37 tender, they might have undone me, made my 


ife and my Wife's very uncomfortable; but ſuch 


as I was owing to, the Lord was pleaſed to re- 


ſtrain, that they did not ſue for their Money until 


I was able to pay them; nor did others ſtir at all 
of my Creditors, tho” I had Fears they might ſeize 
Money belonging to my Wife; yet none ever 
moved. Some tried to do ſomething by Law, but 
1 prevailed againſt them; and my Cauſe ſecmed 1 
has ju 
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juſt to the Judges, that they could not harm me; 
ſo that they agreed with me on what Terms I 
pleaſed, which was, to pay them what and when I 
was able, and how I was able. 3. The Lorp 
was fo gracious to us, as, altho* I had no gre 
Employment, nor ever receiv'd Sixpence for Fr 

ing whilſt in Scotland, nor a Gift from any Rela- 
tion or Friend, yet, by the Bleffing of the Loxd 
on our Management, I diſcharged a great Burden 
| of Debt without wronging my Eſtate. In that 
four Years and Half's Time, I cleared ſeven or 
eight hundred Pounds Sterling which was owing to 
ſeveral Perſons, and did ſettle a Debt, which be- 
twixt Principal and Annual Rent amounted to eight 
hundred Pounds, for two hundred. My own 
Eſtate was not above one hundred, my Mother and 


publick Duties had thirty-five or forty Pounds of 


it, it was not all well paid; I had with my Wife 
ſixty-five Pounds Annuity, beſides one hundred 
Pounds of Stock ; but it is true we got in above 


five hundred Pounds of a deſperate Debt we look'd 


not for. 4. I looked on. it as a Piece of great. 


Mercy, that I had by my Marriage better and 


ps Occaſions of ferving the LorD and his 
cople in the Goſpel; for, living in the moſt Part 
in the South with my Wife, I had frequent Calls 


to preach both in the Cities and Country, ſo that 


fen / Weeks paſſed that I did not preach twice on 
the LonD's D 


Multitudes, to ſeveral hundreds in the Cities, and 


thouſands in the Country, being much followed 
where they knew me : There was not ſuch a Door 


opened in the North. 5. I increaſed in Grace, 


portunity of hearin 


O 


1 


lad, by whom I profited both as'a Chriſtian and 


CG as 


each- 


ay, and once every Week beſides, 
and ſometimes much oftener, and always to great. 


Knowledge and Gifts while married, both by ex- 
ercifing my Talents faithfully, and having the Op- # 
o the beſt-gifted Men in Scot- 
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as a Miniſter; and likewiſe by Providences of 
Mercy and Judgment ſhewn me. 6. Many Ex- 


periences had I of the Loxp's Goodneſs in deli- 
vering me out of great Straits; as in ſparing my 


Wife to me when at the Gates of Death ; twice 


in delivering me from the Hands of the Enemies; 
tho* excommunicated, vet thereby I received no 


Damage; tho' fought out to be impriſoned, yet I 


was hid; and when ſuch as intended to apprehend 
me were come in where I was preaching, three ſe- 
veral Times was I preſerved from them wonder- 
fully. Money likewiſe to ſupply Wants, and Cre- 
dit was caſt in to me wonderfully : Eſpecially at 
two ſeveral Times, when, if a great Sum had not 
been cot, I might have been broken, and my 


Friends with me. But the Lord lent it me, in 


ſtirring up ſome of whom I did not expect it at 
all, without any Motion of mine, to offer freely to 
me, more than would ſerve my Turn. I had 1:ke- 
wiſe Experiences of the Lord's hearing my Pray- 
er very remarkably. And, finally, the LoRD was 
leaſed to bleſs me with Children ; and, I bleſs the 
RD, He helped me in ſome Meaſure, to carry chriſ- 
ſtianly in a married Relation, making Conſcience of 


private Duties, having ſometimes very ſweet and 


Heart-refreſhing Fellowſhip betwixt me and my Wife 
alone, ſeeing and feeling much of the Lokp's 
Goodneſs ſhewn to me while in that Relation, do- 
ing Nothing, and watching againſt what might ſtain 
my Credit or Authority either as a Miniſter or a 
Chriſtian. And yet I deſire to be humbled, to the 


juſtifying of Gop, and abaſing of myſelf, for great 


Short-comings and Failings, of which I was both 
in the Time and ſince convinced; as, I. I was 


not ſo uſeful and profitable to my Wife, Family 


and Relations as I might have been; many an Op- 
portunity had I, which I no wiſe improved; I cannot 


tell if any of them hath got Good by me; I was not 
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as the Dew to them. 2. I was not ſpiritual, but 
very carnal, in the Uſe and Enjoyment of lawful 
Comforts; had many Times a ſenſual carnal Frame, 
and deſigned. no ſpiritual End therein: I did not, 


wherein I was called, walk fo cloſely with the Lokp 


as I ſhould and might. 3. I was by the Pleaſures 


and Satisfaction I found in a married Condition 


turned off in my Longings after Heaven, and now 
began to ſee a greater Good on Earth than before, 
and was in my = ſaying, It is good to be here; 
my Heart was glewed to ſublunary Era, and 
much taken off Chri/?. 4. I did ſometimes perform 
Family- Duty but ſlightly, and when in Haſte omit 
the ſame ſometimes, and omitted Reading, and 
Speaking from the Word, and Catechiſing; yea, 
and omitted many Ocaſions of ſpiritual Fellowſhip 
with my Wife, although the Time ſpent therein, 
and our Fellowſhip that Way, was the ſweeteſt 
Part of our married Life. | 


AND now there was an End put to my earthly 
Joys, my Sun of earthly Proſperity was ſet, and my 
ights and Days ef Darkneſs, and the Tears where- 


in I have had no Pleaſure in them, were come. 


Four Years and a Quarter did I live in a married 

Condition, rejcicing in the Wife of my Youth in the 
Days of my — that is, from the latter End of 
July 1672, to the latter End of October 1676, then 
did the LokD who gave, take away from me the 

Pee of mine Eyes, and with her all earthly 
oys. 5 


I canxnoT ſay but the Lokp gave me ſome 
Warniag of this before it came to paſs. I was 


threatned in the Year 1673 with this, but the LoD 


ſpared her for that Time: Likewiſe, that Summer 


before ſhe died, I was then in the North to ſettle 


ſome Affairs; but a ſudden Damp was upon my 
| | oo Spirit, 
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theſe Clouds upon my Spirit are always 
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Spirit, by which I was overwhelmed with an un. 
known Load of Sorrow, and continued for the 
Space of two whole Days: I hardly during that 
Time could ſpeak, eat or drink, nor knew I any 
Caufe for it; as it came without any Cauſe, fo 
within two Days it wore off my Spirit _=_ Now, 


orerunners 
of a ſharp and bitter Storm. Again, the Senſe J 
many Times had of my finful Courſe of Life, my 
Short coming, my Diſtance with Gop, my not 
improving the Mercies that Gop gave me, did many 
Times, with ſome Impreſſion upon my Spirit, pre- 
ſage the evil Day coming ; yea, the extraordinary 
Light and Warmth of my Sun did tell me always 
before a Shower ; for truly the Goodneſs of the Loxp 
to me, was mv Temptation to fear. How frequently 
I ſaid to myſelf, O how do ] fear the Proſperity of 
Foals may deſtroy me I perceive all the People of 
Gop that I know viſited with Sorrow upon Sor- 
row, I fee Lamentation in the Tabernacles of Jacob; 


only T have Peace, Increaſe in Riches and Children; 


have therewith Peace and Quietneſs, Reſpect from 
others, and what not? Oh, ſurely, if the Loxp 
loves me, if I be not a Baſtard, a Stranger that 
hath no Lot or Part with the People of Gop, I 
ſhall not be ſuffered to walk in a World unknown, 
but ſhall mourn with Zion. Thus did I many 
Times commune with mine own Soul, and as Job 
ſaid, I was not at Peace nor Quietneſs, yet Trouble 
came; and, The Evil I greatly feared, was come up- 
on me. Either, if the Lox D loves me (ſaid I) Gop 
will ſend ſome painful Sickneſs or Blaſt upon my 
Eſtate, or I ſhall fall into the Hands of the Ungodly, 
or my Wife ſhall be taken from me; ſome Awake- 
ning or other I ſhall have, that I know: And ac- 
n TH in the Beginning of October 1676, ha- 
ving a Call to Northumberland in order to do Some- 


thing (which, after I enquir'd of the Lox p, I was 
OE. | free 
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free todo) my Wife ſickned of a Fever, and ſome 
eight or nine Days after died, in vain calling for 
me during a great Part of her Sickneſs, who was 
then fifty or fixty Miles from her, and knew No- 
thing. Letters were ſent to me, but came too late, 
only a Day before ſhe died; and, having made 
what Haſte I could after I once underſtood the was 
ick, I came and found her dead four Hours before. 
indeed remember I was, when abſent at that Time, 
ſtirred up extraordinarily to mind her in Prayer; 
and, about the very Time ſhe was dying, an extra- 
ordinary Cloud of Horror ſeized upon me, being 
then within twelve Miles of my Journey to dur own 
Houſe. | | 


IT is good for either Man or Woman to be firſt 
married and engaged with Chrift before they be 
engaged with any other, otherwiſe we ſhall never 
carry well in a Marriage- State: When once the 
Heart hath made its Choice, it is hardly brought 
to chuſe Chriff ; and therefore our Days of Youth 
are Days of Choice, in which we are to remember 
aur Creator, Eccl. xii. 1. The LoRD was merci- 
ful to me, in engaging me with Chri before I ſet- 
tled any other Way. 2. It is not convenient, I 
think, that People not come to the Years of Diſ- 
cretion ſhould marry ; I was thirty-two Years of 
Age when I married, and needed all the Wiſdom 
and Experience that by Age I acquired to manage 
a married Lot. 3. As in all our Ways we ſhould 
acknowledge the LoRD, ſo eſpecially in going about 
Marriage, that we may marry in the Lok D. For 
many Years before I had Thonghts of Marriage, I 
earneſtly beſought the Lok, that if ever I ſhould 
change my Relation, He would give me a com- 
fortable Yoke-Fellow: And, when the Lord 
opened a Door, I durſt not ſo much as make a 
Viſit without Prayer; and I ſet a whole Day apart 

before 
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before I did propoſe Marriage to my Wife, to Wl 1; 
know the Lorn's Mind whether I ſhould go on or 
not, and to ſeek his Bleſſing in Cafe I ſhould ſeeit I th 
of the Loꝝ p to go on. 4. The great End of Mar- 
riage is to get a meet Help for furthering the Soul's 
ſpiritual Concerns: We are not therefore to match 1 
ourſelves any Way but ſuch as may be conducible . 
to that End; other Ends and Advantages are to be MW i 
fubordinate to this. 5. Therefore doth it much to 
concern us, that the Perſon we marry be a prudent, 
pious and virtuous Perſon: Fools, or graceleſs Per- Ml «© 
ſons, we can never expect to be helpful to us this M TJ 
Way; it is dreadful to take a Lump of Wrath in ci 
our Boſom. He that marrieth a prudent, 'godly Ml x 
Woman, is ſure to have the Lorp Himſelf to bis v. 
Father-in-Law. The Seed of the Woman and of Ml ot 
the Serpent can never -agree, dwell, and walk to- ch 
gether; nor can an Ox and an Als, yoked together, D 
draw equally. 6. It is abfolutely neceſfiry that Ml | 
thofe we marry, be not of a croſs but good Humour 
naturally, and that they have ſome good Meafure M ;; 
of Prudence; without theſe two you cannot live M |; 
comfortably: Yea, Grace, though I confeſs it h. 
makes Fools wifer, and makes the rugged Lions 
eat Graſs like Oxen, yet it doth not deſtroy Na- 
ture; and, if there be not the ſtricter Watch, it 
will vent and cauſe Diſorders in the Family. That 
we live religioufly, and to Gon, we owe itto 
Grace; bur that, as Men and Women, we lie 
comfortably, is much from Prudence and good 
natural Humour. 7. It is a marvelous and a ble: 
fed Thing, where Gov is pleaſed to unite in the 
Bonds of Love firſt theſe He in his Providence 5 
pleaſed to join in Marriage: This is the Bleffing 
of the Lorp upon a Marriage- condition; this s 
it which makes the Married walk faithfully, in 
fweet ſpiritual Communion with Gop, in joint 
ſpiritual Duties and Exerciſes, and which _ 
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it ſo comfortable; and this I found by Experience. 
to I ound much Sweetneſs in ſpiritual Fellowſhip with 
or W my Wife; the pleaſanteſt Time we ever had was 
it WW thoſe few Hours we ſpent together in irayer, in 
r. WF reading the Word, in fpiritual Conference, and 
I's Wl joint bindiog of ourſelves tothe Logo, in all » hich 
ch Wl 1 found her very cordial; nor can I {ay | found 
le Fellowſhip with any other fo ſweet as with her. 
be Wl What a great Advantage is it, and how neceſſary, 
ch to be united by Love with theſe with whom we 
nt, join in Fellowſhip! 8. Grace makes Perſons not 
et- only good Chriſtians, but good in all Relations. 
bis To ſay, a good Woman, but a bad Wife; a gra- 
in WF cious — but a croſs, peeviſh, ſullen Huſband; 
ly Wl 2 holy Man, but a bad Maſter, or undutiful Ser- 
bis WF vant, is that which cannot be. 9 Marriage is one 
of W of the moſt important Steps of a Man's i: O 
to- then, with what Fear and Trembling and godly 
er, W Dependence ſhould we go about ſuch a Matter! 
"it ] ſhall never forget what a Miniſter ſaid when mar- 
our trying two certain Perſons, via. I bat Repent- 
ute WF ance mends all Things but an ill made Mating 

10. I have obſerved, that ſeveral gracious Perſons 
have been very unequally yoked with graceleſs Per- 
05 WF ons, and that to be the ſad Lot rather of poor Wo- 
men than of Men; and yet this. hath been bleſſed 
| of Gop to them, and they helped to carry well 
hat WY under it. 11. A Marriage-Condition or State 1s 
0 BY both a bleſſed and comfortable State, and alſo a 
State liable to many Inconveniencies ; I found this 
Fountain to ſend forth Bitter and Sweet. As it 
was a Life of much Contentment, and as I faw 
ine WY much of the Love and Goodneſs of Gop, ſo did I 
{ce the ſame ſeaſoned with many Ingredients, Cares 


and vexing Fears, that I never found in a ſingle 
1 5 State; ſo that, if I were abſent for four or five Days, 


1 it was a Terror to me to enter into the Fa- 
n e nily, left I ſhould hear or know that either 
2 Wide 
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Wife or Children were unwell. 12. Although 
Marriage be ordained for preventing of Fornication 
and burning Luſt, 1 Cor. vii. 4. and for begetting 
of Children to furniſh the Church with an holy 
Seed, yet are they not the only great Ends of Mar. 
riage ; for aged Perſons that cannot get Children, 
and ſuch as never found theſe violent Deſires, may 
lawfully marry, and that to have a ſuitable Help, 
a ſuitable Companion, who may help us in our 
Way to Heaven. 13. It is a very hard Thing to guide 
a Marriage-Lot, and to walk prudently and in 
Knowledge, to keep ſuch a ſpiritual Frame as to 
poſſeſs our Veſſels in Holineſs, and, like Enech, to 
beget Sons and Daughters, and walk with Gop, 
Alas ! I know not how to walk perfectly in a per- 
fe&t Way, nor how to behave wiſely in my Houſe: 
] many Times omitted Opportunities of doing 
Good, lighted others; many Times lightly and 
perfunctorily went about Family Duties, was car- 
nal and exceſſive, was fooliſh in many Things; 
yea, the Comforts of a preſent Life, Wife. Chil- 
dren and Relations, did blunt my Defire after Hea- 
ven, and I began to ſay in my Heart, It is goed t 
be bere. 14. ſs of Comforts is as bitter, yes, 
much more than ever they were comfortable when 
enjoyed. As I much comforted myſelf in ſuch : 
comfortable Yoke-Fellow, ſo it was exceeding bit. 
ter when the LoRD wither'd ſuch a Gourd.— 
15. Mercies obtained by, and received as the Fruit 
of Prayer, are double Mercies. What was com- 
fortable and uſeful to me in a Yoke-Fellow I ob- 


tained by Prayer. 


fs was at UM a 5 


Mr. james Ar, mn 


SNK N dententnge tenets ee Oe 
CHAP. vm. 
Of my Sufferings. 
T pleaſed the Lorp, not only to exerciſe me 
with perſonal Afflictions; but likewiſe, for 
purging away and healing of my Corruptions, for 
Trial and Exerciſe of my Faith, Patience and Sin- 
cerity, ſor humbling of me, for manifeſting his 
Purity and Holineſs, and for Confirmation and 


Sealing of Gop's Truth and Ways, to honour me 
with publick Sufferings for his Name; by being 


reproached, oppreſſed and wronged, excommuni- 


cated, troubled with Citations before Courts on 
that Account, wandring from Place to Place many 
Times for Fear of my Life, impriſoned, fined and 
baniſhed, and threatned with Death itſelf... 


Tae Occaſion of my Sufferings was, Diſſenting 
from, and Nonconformity to, the Government of 
Prelacy ; for adhering to the perſecuted, deſerted 
Party, who ſtood upon their former Ground, cleav- 
ing to their former Principles; and for taking up- 
on me to preach without the Biſhop's Authority. 
This in a ſhort Time expoſed me to the Laſh 
of the Laws againſt Diſſenters, and Malice of the 
Biſhops, whoſe Principles, Ways and Courſes, I 
was convinced were not of Gop: For as to any 
other Thing, whether Immorality or Sedition, 1 
could not be charged therewith, being as to Man 


unblamable, of ſufficiently loyal Principles, ant 


kept from having any Concurrence with any pub- 
lick Inſurrection; ſo that there was nothing that 
Vor. XLXIX. R could 
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could be laid to my Charge, but as concerning my 
Gop and my Conſcience. 8 „ 


Ir is true, the very Profeſſion of Religion ex- 
poſed me to Perſecution, viz. to Reproach and 
Contempt and made me not willing to bring my 
Cauſe to their corrupt Judicatories, chuſing rather 
to ſuffer by unprofitable Terms of Peace, than to 
bring my Cauſe before them to be heard publickly; 
for I knew both my Perſon and Principles were un- 
favourable, and therefore doubted much of the Iſſue 
of my Cauſe. Bf 


 HitmerTo my Troubles reached none but my- 
felf; but now, being married, they reached others: 
For within a very ſew Days after we were married, 
and were preparing to go to the North, a Meflen- 
r came with a Summons to me to appear before 
the Council for keeping Conventicles. The Biſhop 
of Murray, in whoſe Dioceſe J had preached, and 
a Privy Counſellor, for ſome Pique he had at my 
Wife, cauſed me this Trouble. I was herewith 
troubled; but my Wife's Friends, to whom I 
communicated the Matter, dealt with the Meſſen- 
er to lay on a Summons when we were to the 
orth, where we were to be in a Day or two, 
and then indorſe on the Back of his Execution, that 
he found us not, which would make a new Sum- 
mons neceſſary; and he did ſo. My Adverſaries 
were enraged at this, and, diſdaining to be thus 
outwitted, ſent one hutidred and ſixty Miles a new 
Summons, which, within two Months after we were 
come North, carne to our Hand: I was therewith 
much troubled on my Wife's Account, fearing that 
the Publick would ſeize upon any Thing er 
ing to her; however, I prayed to the LORD, and 
fought Advice what to do, whether T ſhould an- 
twer the Council's Citation (as my Friends adv = 
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me) or not, and take my Hazard. The Lon p 
was pleaſed to clear it to me, that I was not to an- 
ſwer the Citation, which Light I followed; upon 
which I was denounced-and outlawed. | My Wife 
was very chearful under this. Within a ſhort 
Time after we came South; and then, underſtand- 
ing who were the Authors of — Troubles, I 
thought it Wiſdom to take them off; and, for this 
Effect, employed ſuch as bad the greateſt Influence 
with the Privy Counſellor to deal with him to ab- 
{tain from ſuch an Action ſo far below him. I 
likewiſe came myſelf and ſpoke to him; and the 
Loxn bleſſed the Means uſed fo effectually, that 
he fell off, and was ever after a good Friend to me; 
and, having the Executions delivered him, he 
would never give them up, by which Means they 
came to Nothing, and finally were altogether for- 
gotten. | 


| AFTER this there were Silence in Heaven for 


an Hour, but then the Angels of War did found 
their Trumpets; and amongſt other Miniſters I 
was ſought for, and of new denounced. I was 
many Times, while in the South, made to ſhift 
my ing; was frequently in Fears and Alarms, 
and preached in great Temptations through the 
lying in Wait of Enemies; I was ſeveral Times 
interrupted in the Act of Preaching, by Soldiers 
that by Orders came to apprehend me; I could 
get no Buſineſs done. The Lox by this did only 
manifeſt his Goodneſs in preſerving and delivering 
me. | 


Tur Biſhops and other wicked Men perceiving 
all this Time that they laboured in the Fire, for 
the Number of Diſſenters increaſed, and the Goſ- 
pel ſpread further and further notwithſtanding 
all the violent Means _ were uſed for ſuppreſſing 
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it and the Profeſſors thereof, they bethink them- 
ſelves of excommunicating the chief Miniſters that 
were moſt active in Preaching, and the chief Pro- 
teflors both Gentlemen and others, to the Number of 
between three or four hundred in the firſt or ſecond 
Excommunication. It was a publick Writ, ſerved 
by King and Council's Authority, ſtraitly diſcharg- 
ing, under higheft Pains, all his Majeſty's Subjects 
to converſe or ſpeak with, harbour or receive into | 
their Houſes, or adminiſter any Comfort to, the 
Perſons in the Writ particularly exprefſed; this 
was proclaimed and printed: And thus for naked 
Preaching were we proceſs'd as Murderers and 
Traitors, for ſuch only uſed to be excommunicated. 
They thought this would keep the People from us, 
or force us (finding no Shelter) to remove out of 
the Land; and make us as Ducks to decoy others, 
who, could they be proved to have received or 
harboured us, were fineable at the Council's Plea- 
ſure, and to be in the fame Circumſtances which 
we were in ourſelves. 1 was put in with others; g6 
for they knew that I had fuveral Times preached l di 
in the Fields; they imagined alſo my Parts were a | 


greater than they were: And therefore, though by 
{ome Friends ſtrove that I might not be excommu- - 
{ 


nicated, yet they could not prevail. 


AL rtro' the Adverſaries had boa ſted of this as Bit 
an effectual Mean for ſupprefiing Conventicles; 
yet the LoRD did wonderfully diſapps int them, 
and turned their witty" Counſels into Folly; for 
this great Noiſe harmed not at all, it was Powder 
without Ball: As for myſelf, never one that cared 
for me ſhunned my Company; nay, a great many 
mere carnal Relations and Acquaintances did en- 
tertain me as freely as ever they did; yea, ſo far 
did the Goodneſs of the Lorry turn this to my 
Good, that I obſerved it was at that Time I got 


moſt 
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moſt of my civil Buſineſs done: And as the Loxn 
preſerved myſelf in this Storm, ſo I did not hear 
of any excommunicated, ar Converſers with ex- 
communicated Perſons, that were in the leaſt pre- 
judiced thereby; nay, this Matter of the excom- 
municating of ſo many good and peaceable Men 


did but exaſperate the People the more, and pro- 


cured to the Authors of ſuch rigid Courſes, a greater 
and more univerſal Hatred. A 


Sou two Years and a Half did I continue ex- 
communicated, diſcharging the Commiſfion I had 
received from the LoRx Ess in great Weakneſs, 
I confeſs, (yet deſiring to ſerve the Lokp better, 
and humbled and grieved upon the Account of my 
great Failing) and in manifold Temptations, thro' 
the lying in Wait of thoſe who hunted after me : 
For the Biſhops knowing that I was a Nonconfor- 
miſt, and very aCtive in preaching in the Fields, 
they therefore did ſtir up the King's Council a- 
gainſt me, repreſenting me as a Perſon of very 
diſloyal Principles and PraQices; ſo that there was 
a particular Eye me, and I was one of the 
Three that a conſiderable Sum of Money was prof- 
fered for apprehending of, to any Perſon, although 
Nothing could be laid to my Charge of Sedition or 
Inſurrection, but only that I preached without the 
Biſhops Authority. Many Attempts were made 
againſt me, which for ſome Years I eſcaped: At 
laſt the Major of Edinburgh, being ſolicited by the 
Archbiſhop, and encouraged thereto by the Pro- 
miſes of great Rewards, did on the Lozp's Day's 
Night, being the 28th of January, 1677, by the 
Treachery of a Servant-maid whom for 23 he 
had corrupted, (who, being Servant to a Relation 
in whoſe Houſe I ordinarily preached, had Know- 
ledge of my coming and going) apprehended me 
about Ten o'Clock at Night, which was the * 


os * 
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the Maid had appointed him to come to her Maſter's 
Houſe, as I was, after Supper, recommending the 
Family to Gop by Prayer; I was then interrupted 
and carried to Priſon. 64) 


He who apprehended me went immediately to 
the Archbiſhop, and told him the News of my Ap. 


ptehenſion, with which the Archbiſhop was greatly 


rejoiced, and, by giving ſome {mall Token at pre- 
ſent, and Promiſcs of gieater Reward, diſmiſſed 
the Major. The Archoiſhop, overjoyed with his 
Succeſs, longed for the next Day impatiently, on 
which, ſo ſoon as it dawned, he (being a Coun- 
ſeller) ſent Order to the Goaler that I ſhould be 
kept cloſe, and none ſuffered to have Acceſs to me, 
which was done, until ſume of the Counſellors in 
a Committee met the ſame Evening, tefore whom 
at Five o'Clock I appeared, where I was examined, 
and verbally charged as a ſeditious Perſon, who 
did rent the Church of Chris, and was very active 
to make a Schiſm ; as a Preacher in Field-conven- 
ticles, which was Death by the Law; which they 
gladly would have me acknowledge, as likewile 
ho they were that empowered me to preach: That 
I was excommunicated, and deſpiſed the Law fo 
far that I never made any Application to be freed 
from that Sentence: And that I was a Perſon of 
very bad Principles, deſtructive to all Govern- 
ment. And thereupon the Archbiſhop, who there- 
thought to enſnare me by my own Words, en- 
quired, Whether I judged it lawful upon Pretence 
of Religion to take up Arms againſt the King's 
Majeſty? This was the Sum: And that I kept 
Correſpondence with ſome Priſoners in the Bays, 
which the Archbiſhop confidently averred he knew. 
Theſe Things were not charged upon me all at 
once, but in a confuſed Way; and many Things 
by Way of Queſtion... I cannot fay of any - the 
: | 3 om- 
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Committee of the Council, but they were all civil 
and ſober Perſons, of whom, if the Inſtigation and 
Fear of the Archbiſhop had not prevailed with 
them, I might have been moderately dealt with: 
But he did, in a bitter invective Oration, repreſent 


me as a very odious and criminal Perſon. ' To all 


which I replied, That I did acknowledge I was 
(though moſt unworthy) a Miniſter of the Goſpel; 
and that I indeed preached frequently, as the LoRD 
called me, and independently on the Bithop: That 
the Subjects of my Diſcourſes and Sermons were 
not diſloyal and traitcrous, as the Archbiſhop did 
alledge, but, according as I was helped, I preached 
Repentance towards Gon, and Faith tawards Jeſus 
Chriſt, and no other Thing: than what was con- 
tained in the Prophets and the New Peſtament: 
That I was ſo far from being terrified or aſhamed 
to own that I was a Miniſter of Chri/t, that altho? 
I was of no deſpicable Extraction, yet that I gloried 
moſt in, and counted it the greateſt Honour I ever 
attained, to ſerve Gon in the Goſpel of bis Sen- 
That I never preached nor ſtirred up the People to 
Sedition, and was indifferent though the Principles 
of my Heart were as viſible to their Lordſhips as 
the external Lineaments of my Face, ſo that they 
might read what was engraven upon my Heart: 
That for riſing up in Arms againſt the King upon 
Pretence of Religion, which the Archbiſhop alledged 
I maintained, he was there in abuſed; for J never 
knew of any, even the moſt: zealous Aſſerters of 
the Liberties of the People, that did maintain 
riſing in Arms upon Pretence of Religion, Pre- 
tences giving no Ground or Warrant for any Man's 
Action: That Matters of Prerogative and Privi- 
leges were Things of a tickliſh Nature, and of 
which for the preſent I deſired not to give my 
Thoughts, not judging the ſame within my Sphere: 

N 1 | | "That 
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That ſor ſuch as did ordain me, I was not free to 
tell them, leſt thereby I ſhould bring others to 


Trouble, although I ſhould be moſt free as to Mat- 


ters concerning mylelt: That as 1 judged it not 
unlawful to preach the Goſpel either in Houſes or 
Fields as Conveniency did offer, but Duty, and 


| an Ordinance of Chr: M's, (fo far was I from judg- 


ing thoſe Meetings Rendezvouſes of Rebellion) © 


did I not acknowledge I at any Time did — 


in the Fields; and if they thirſted after my Life, 
to take it away upon that Account, they could 


not expect I ſhould reach the Weapon wherewith 


to deſtroy myſelf, or that I ſhould be either Wit- 


neſs or Accuſer againſt myſelf, in a Matter the 
Law had made ſo criminal; and therefore for them 


to ſeek their Proof and Eden die ede than 


from myſelf, for I was reſolved none living ſhould 


be able to make me guilty of ſuch a Weakneſs: 
That as for Correſpondence with any in the B, 
there was no ſuch Thing; and, if there were, I 
ſhou!d be content to ſuffer the ſevereſt Punith- 
ments: I denied the Charge of Schiſm, and left it 
to be proved: That, for my Excommunication, 
J was then Seven- ſcore Miles off when it was 


paſſed, and knew not of it 'till I faw my Name in 


the printed Papers, and fo could not prevent it; 
and after I was excommunicated, I could not get 


any Perſon that would ſo much as draw up a Peti- 


tion for me, being ſtrictly charged to the contrary; 
and that from this, and Fear of further Prejudice, 
and not from the Contempt of the Law, it was 
that I did not move to have myſelf taken out of 


the Letters of Ex communication. In this and all 


the Premiſſes I was free and ingenuous with them: 


That I came not to juſtify my Breeding before 


their Lordſhips, for I acknowledged I was a rude 


Man (for one „ me of Un- 


Manne 
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mannerlineſs, that gave not the Archbiſhop his 
Titles). And finally, That I was now in their 
Lordſhips Power, and ready to fubmit to whatſo- 
cver their Lordſhips ſhould determine concerning 
me. ir. 4 0 1 ä i 


AFTER this I was remanded to Priſon again, 
but ordered to be kept more ſtraitly than formerly: 
For my Pockets were ſearched for Letters, Knives; 
Ink, Paper and Pen were taken and kept from me; 
all Company diſcharged : Which filled me with 
ſome melancholy Apprehenſions. But in my 
Darkneſs was the LogD a Light round about me; 
Him they could not ſhut out from me: For tHat 
Night did I pet a moſt kind and comfo table Wiſit 
from the LoRD Jesvs, and I had one of the n oft 
ſweet Nights I had for ten Years before that; liited 


up, by the Senſe of the Lot o's Love and Favcur, 


above Death, Sin, Hell, Wrath, Prelates and Pa- 


piſts, about One or Two o'Clock in the Morning 


I fell into a ſound Sleep, until, a little beſore Six 
o Clock, I was àwekened by one of the Goalers, 
who cried to me to make myſelf ready againſt Six 
Clock to go to the Baſs, for ſo the Counſel had 
determined: Which 1 very chearfully obeyed ; 
and fo, with another Perſon that was Priforcr 
with me, was I'by a Guard of twelve Horſe and 
thirty Foot convoyed to the Baſs, where we fc ic} 
landed on Fedneſday Morning (being one Night 
by the Way) and were delivered to the Cuſtedy 
of the Officer of that Place, who commanded, : 
2 therein, a Gerriſon of 18 er 20 Sol- 
erz uu i Bs | | . 


Tut Baſs is a very high Rock in the Sea, two 
Miles diſtant from the neareſt Point of the Land 
which is South of it; it is covered with Grafs on 
the uppermoſt Parts thereof, where is a N 

where 
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where "Ih grow, with ſome Cherry-trees,, of 
the Fruit of which I ſeveral Times taſted. Below 
which Garden there is a Chapel for Divine Service; 
but, as no Miniſter was allowed for it, the Am- 
munition of the Garriſon was kept therein. Land- 
ing here is very difficult and dangerous; for, if 
any Storm blow, you cannot enter becauſe of the 
Violence of the Waves, which beat with a won- 
derful Noiſe upon the Rock, and ſometimes in 
ſuch a violeat Manner, that the broken Waves, 
reverberating on the Rock with a mighty Force, 
bave come up over the Walls of the Garzifon, on 
the Cout before the Priſoners Chambers, which is 
above twenty Cubits Height: And with a foll Sea 
you muſt land; or, if it be ebb, you mult be either 
craned up, or * — with Hands — Feet up ſome 
Steps artificially made on the Rock, and muſt have 
Help befides of. theſe who! are on the Top of the 
Rock, Who pull you up by the Hand: Nor is 
there any Place of Landing but one about the 
whole Rock, which is of. ———— 
three Quarters df a Mile; here you may land in a 
fair Day and full Sea without great Hazard, the ref 
of it on every Side being fo high and ſteep: Onh, 
on the South Side thereof, the Rock falls a little 
level, where you aſcend ſeveral Steps till you come 
to the Governor's Houſe, and from'that ſome Steps 
higher you aſcend to a level Court, where a Houſe 
for Priſoners and Soldiers is; whence likewiſe, by 
Windings cut out of the Rock, there is a Path 
leading you to the Top of the Rock, whoſe Height 
doth bear off all North, Eaſt and Weſt Storms, 
lying open only to the South; and on the upper- 
moſt Parts of the Rock there is Graſs ſufficient to 
feed twenty or twenty - four Sheep, wid are there 
very fat and good. 10 theſe upper Parts of the 
Rock were — Walks, of _— 'T hree-ſcore 
Feet in Length, and ſame very ſolitary, when we 


ſome- 
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ſometimes entertained ourſelves. © The acceſſible 
Places were defended with ſeveral © Walls, and 
Cannon placed on them, which encompaſſed only 
the South Parts. "The reſt of the Rock is defended 
by Nature, by the huge Height and Steepneſs of 
the Rock, being near-fortv Cubits high in the 
loweſt Place. It was Part of a Country Gentle- 
mm's Inheritance, which falling from Hand to 
Hind, and changing many Mafters, it was at laſt 
bought by the King, who repaired the old Houſes 
and Walls, and built ſome new Houſes for Pri- 
ſonets; and a Garriſon of twenty or twenty four 
Soldiers therein are ſufficient, if courageous, to 
defend it from Millions of Men. It is commanded 
by a Lieutenant, who reaps thereby ſome conſide- 
r2ble Profit, which, beſides his Pay, may be one 
hundred Pounds a Year and better. There is no 
Fountain- water therein, and they are only ſerved 
with Ratn that falls out of the Clouds, and is pre- 
{rrved in ſome Caverns digged out of the Rock. 
Their Drink and Proviſions are carried from the 
other Side by a Boat, which only waits on the 
Garriſon, and hath a Salary of fix Pounds yearly 
er keeping up the ſame, beſides what they get of 
thoſe Perſons that come either to ſee the Priſoners, 
or ate curious to ſee the Garrifon. Here Fowls 
of ſeveral Sorts are to be found, ' who build in the 
Clifts of the Rock; the moſt conſiderable of which 
s the $/an-gooſe, whoſe Young well fledged, ready 
to fly, are taken, and fo yield near one hundred 
Pounds yearly, and might be much more, were 
they carefully improved. | 


To this melancholy Place I came, and conti- 
nued there in Priſon for two Years and a Half; 
or J came in January 1677, and came out in July 
1679. And here I had likewiſe Experience of the 
Goodneſs of GoD towards me; 1. In * 

| or 


CCC — — Lc — 2 AP 
7 2 . r R * bo - ef Þ * 
0 


my Sufferings. 3. Some Hours, Morning, 2nd 
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tor me, without being chargeable to any for ſuch 
I hings as I ſtood in Necd, of. 2. In preſerving 


and ſupporting me under great Preſſures of Spirit 


from Sin, Sufferings, Gricts, Sorrows, and Un- 
tenderneſs of Brethren. 3. In preſerving. me in 
Health all that Lime. 4. That in this Time by 
improving my Eſtate, I paid and cleared one hun- 
dred Pounds of Debt. 5. I had the Comfort and 
Edification of Fellow-priſoners, both Miniſters 
and others, ſome there before me, and others 
brought in ſince my coming, whoſe Company was 
ſweet and edifying to me. 6. We had Liberty, 
for the moſt Part, of taking the Air up the Hill; 


my folitary Walks were ſometimes very pleaſant 


to me. 7. | had the Comfort of Friends, that 


came in Kindneſs to ſee us from the City and 
Country. 8. I had ſome ſpecial Viſits from Gon, 
ordinarily in private Duties, and ſometimes in 
Worſhipping and Conference with others. —— 
22 Increaſe. (I think) I found in Gifts, 

nowledge and Grace; ſome further Diſcoveries 
of the Knowledge of Chrift and me Goſpel I ne- 


ver had before. vr: 


As for my Exerciſes here, and Improvement ot 
my Time; I judged, when I firſt came here, that 
I was called to ſome Work: And therefore did |, 
1. Exerciſe myſelf in lamenting my Sins, and 
miſpent Life, and great Short- coming. 2. I la- 
boured after, and deſired, ſome further Know: 
ledge of Gop and Chri/t, and to glorify Gop in 


Evening, and Mid-day, I ſpent in Meditation, in 
Praiſing, and reading the Scripture, for keeping 
up and. increaſing Communion with Gopb, and 
Increaſe, of Grace, and this conſtantly ;, beſides 
ſeveral Faſt-days, which were my ſweeteſt Scz- 


ſons and beſt Times. 4. Every Day I rae the 
Cp" 
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Scriptures, exhorted and taught therefrom, ſung 


Pſalms, and prayed with ſuch of our Society as our 
Maſters did permit to worſhip God together; and 
this twice a Day. 5. I ſtudied Hebrew and Greek, 
and gained ſome 1 in theſe Languages. 
6. I likewiſe read ſome Divinity, and wrote a 
Treatiſe of Faith, with ſome other Miſcellanies, 
and ſeveral Letters to Chriſtian Friends and Rela. 
tions. | 4M thy . 


Bur Priſons muſt be Priſons, and all Afflicti- 
ons, tho' never ſo well ſweetned, will be in ſome 
Meaſure grievous. Tho' the Lok p was pleaſed 
to put a very light Yoke upon our Necks ;. yet 
was it ſtill a Yoke, and ſome bitter Ingredients 


were mixed in this Cup, Something of the Gall 


and Vinegar, that our Patience and Faith might 
be the better exerciſed, and to wean us from the 
World, and ſweeten to us the Love of Gop in 
ſupporting under ſuch Troubles, and delivering 
us out of them: For, 1. It could not but be ſad to 
me and my Brethren, to think that we were caſt. 
out of the Vineyard, and could not glorify Gop 
as we had done. 2. Abſence from natural and 
civil Relations and Friends was bitter, whoſe 
Company was ſweet, and which now we could 
not enjoy 3. The Company of the Ungodly, to. 
whoſe Hands we were delivered, and who ruled 
over us, was grievous ; we lived among Lions, 


Wolves, and Serpents, and dwelt in the Tents of 


Kedar. 4. Our own Servants were turned: out 
from us, and we-made to ſeek Servants whom we 
knew not; but this turned to our Advantage. 
5. The great Comfort that we had in worſhipping 
of (50D together, and in eating together, was ta- 
ken away from us by the Folly and Fears of ſome, 
and Envy and Malice of others, who grudged us 
this Comfort, and made us ſeparate in Worſhip, 
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and Diet, and would not fuffer us to come toge- 
ther. 6. Sometimes, when they would take it in 
their Heads, they would ſhut us all cloſe up, and 
not ſuffer any of us to ſpeak to another; and this 
not only without, but contrary to, the Council's 
Order, who committed us free Priſoners, and to 
have the Liberty of the Rock. 7. They vexed 
us by mixing in our Company, and there blaſphe- 
ming ſometimes ; and other Limes ſeeking to en- 
ſnare us by the Words of our Lips. 8. T hey la- 
boured to debauch our Servant-maids ; inſomuch 
that we could hardly get a Maid to wait upon us, 

They by Force kept the Soldiers from conver- 

2 with or bearing us, altho' the poor Creatures 
would gladly have heard us. 10. At the ſame 
Time I was very untenderly handled by ſome falſe 
Brethren engaged in the ſame. publick Cauſe, 
11. We were ſometimes hard put to it for Want 
of Victuals and Drink, inſomuch that we had no 
other than Snow - water, or corrupted Water ſprink- 
Jed over with a little Oatmeal, to drink, and ſome 
dryFiſh : Theſe with other 'Things made our Lives 
Sbmething, and at ſome Times, bitter to us. 


Wu the Archbiſhop/lived, no Mediation of 
Friends could get me out, altho* ſeveral Means 
were tried, which all proved ineffectual; the 
Council not 'accepting the Engazements I would 

we, which were no other than appearing when 
called; and 1 refuſing their Terms, which were, 
that I ſhould not preach in the Fields any more: 
| Yet the Lok D was pleaſed to anfwer my Mind in 
ſome Meaſure that I ſhould come out, and be de- 
liveted, and that by giving great Liberty to pray 
for it, and filling my Soul with the Hopes and 

Faith of it. At another Time the Lonůb was 
pleaſed to renew my Commifſion to preach the 
Joſpel, even à Wear before I was delivered 3 
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which made me think, and write to my Friends, 
that I ſhould be delivered. And, laſtly, I was 
made (from Jonah ii. ult. And Gor ſpale to the 
Fiſh, and it vomited Jonah en the dry Land) to be- 
lieve that the Loxd would ſpeak to this Rock to 
give me with others of my Brethren up; and ac - 
cordingly, when the Fulneſs of Time came, I 
was delivered, even when we all judged it' moſt 
deſperate:: For after the raſh . unadviſed At- 
tempts at Bothioell, expecting every Day when we 
ſhould be brought out to be a Sacrifice to the Fury 
they were then in; behold, at that Time did the 
Lokp incline the Heart of the King (out of what 
Deſign we cannot certainly tell) to grant an In- 
dulgence, and withal, to command and order that 
ſuch Prifoners as were not in Acceſſion to the late 
Rebellion ſhould be ſet at Liberty : Upon which 
we were taken out of the Baſs, and carried, to 
the Number of eight or nine of us, to the Tol- 
booth of Edinburgh; for tho' the King's Orders 
did require. we ſhould be freely ſet -at Liberty, 
would not the Council let us go, until we gave 
urity to appear when called, under the Penalty 

of 550 J. There were about fourteen. of us Pri- 
ſoners at the Time, and in twenty-four Hours 
Space we found Security for 800 . for we 
would not give Security to forbear Field-meetings, 
becauſe we ſaw no Law for it, and becauſe it was 
conceived by us diſhonourable, and to refleft upon 
our Miniſtry. Forth we came, and were ſet at 
Liberty, to the Joy of our Friends ; and while at 
Liberty I preached every LorD's Day, and lived a 
wandering unſettled Life. Whatever Family 1 
came to, I laboured to be ſomething uſeful thee. 
looked to my Affairs, paid two thouſand Marks 
of Debt at that Time, and ſo continued untill Ny- 


vember 168 1, that I with my Sureties were cited 


to appear before the Council for Preaching. - 
. 8 2 Now 
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Now begun Perſecution to increaſe and wax 
hot; ſome Miniſters were ſent to the Baſs; the 
Liberty the King had given for Preaching, partly 
becauſe it was not univerſally accepted, and partly 
by the Prelates Perſuaſion, was recalled by the 
King: And when they had gotten us to forbear 
Meetings in Fields, in Hopes of Liberty to meet 
in Houſes, the King, v ho gave his Indulgence 
but during Pleaſure, recalled his Grant, and or- 
dained the Execution of the Laws againſt Diſſen- 
ters. The Duke of Dor being then in Scotland, 
did much concur with the Prelates againſt Diſſen- 
ters, fo that never one of us that ever appeared 
had any Favour ſhown'to us; and Diffenters were 


as much put to it as ever. 


Brix South, as T returned 1 preached in 3 
Barn to a good Number of People on a Lokp's. 
Day: The Council got Word of this, and it was 


informed againſt me that I preached in the Fields; 


ſo that Orders were given to cite me and my 
Surety both to appear before the Council ; but 
being informed better, and perceiving it was only 
a Houſe-conventicle, their Citation ſlept, and only 
ſpoke to my Cautioner who was there, and whoa 


mort While after, coming North, found me lying 


fick of an Ague, and told me how Matters went, 
and that he was purpoſed to write to the Biſhop of 
Edinburgh and the Lord Advocate concerning my 
Caſe, and that I was very ſick: Which I eat 
neſtly difſuaded him from; for I ſaid, If the Pre. 
lates hear I am ſick, they will certainly cite me, 
in Hopes that either I cannot appear being fick, 


and fo fall in the Forfeiture of my Bond of 500 


which they would gladly have; or, if I ſhould ap 
pear, I might thereby endanger my Life. The 
indeed I thought: But my Surety would not be 
counſelled by me, but acquainted the Biſhop © 
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my Sickneſs, and that I preached not in the Fields. 
The Biſhop no ſooner received this Letter, by 
which he underſtood of my Sickneſs, but inconti- 
nently he revives the Citation, his Brother bei 
Clerk to the Council. Some Prejudice they hag 
at my Surety, (for he had been 7 . in 17004. 
Sterling for Nonconformiſt Miniſters}: Th 
thought I would not appear being ſick, and the 
Day of my Appearance being in the very dead 
of Winter, the 22d of December, upon which they 
would cauſe my Surety to forfeit his Bond. A Ci- 
tation was directed North, of which we heard 
Word about the Beginning of November, and did 
think fit to prevent the ſame. Many of my Friends 
counſelled me rather to forfeit the Money than to 
o, for both they and myſelf had ſome Apprehen- 
that the Council intended to have my Life; 
for it was a Time wherein the Council was in a 
* bad Humour, and at the very ſame Time 
had found Lord Argyll guilty of Treaſon for that 
which truly to us, that knew not the Law, 
ſeemed to have no Aſſinity therewith, and to ſome 
of the chief Lawyers. of Note likewiſe. Moreover, 
I knew that Preaching in the Fields was Death by 
the Law. to the Miniſter; and that the Law de- 
clared, That, if any Perſon ſtood without to hear, 
though the Miniſter and Body of the People were 
within Doors, that ſuch a Meeting was a Field- 
meeting; and it was impoſſible for me to hinder 
or know when Perſons were withaut, and I 
thought it hard to ſhut the Doors upon them. And 
deſides, I was informed ſome Notes of my Sermon 
were in the Council's Hand, and I knew not what 
they might make of popular. Diſcourſes, . though 
never ſo. honeſtly meant. All theſe Things made 
myſelf and Friends have ſome Fear of the B 
of my Life; but notwithſtanding, getting my 


Head above rhe Fear of Death, 1 reſglted upon 


1 The Lire 


all Hazards, to appear. And I was much encou- 
Taged in this by my ſudden and unexpected Reco- 
very (and that without any Means) of an Age that 
J kept but ſix Weeks in all: I not only recovered, 
but was fo ſtrengthened, that I durſt undertake a 
Journey of ſuch a Length, and ſo bad a Wap, in 
the Midſt of Winter, and truly I found the Lory 
o Sracion, that tho' I had been fick a ſhort while 
before, and that the Weather was very bad, yet 
was I kept from any Prejudice, and came the Day 
before that of my Appearance to Edinburgh in good 
Health, and my Surety with me: And the Day of 
my Appearance happened to be the next Day or 
fecond after the Earl of Argyll's Eſcape, which put 
DS WU EBGnou... 7 Oo H95551 773. 95 


THe Council was furpriſed when J appeared; 
and, after ſome Aﬀoniſhment and Silence, an In- 
dictment was commanded to be read againſt me, 
charging me with preaching in the Fields and with- 
out Authority, and finally, with venting of Prin- 
ciples that were pernicious, feditious and rebelli- 
ous, and tending to alienate'the Minds cf his Mz 
jeſty's Subjects from his Government. The Ad- 
vocate for the King did refer all to my Oath: 
And being commanded by the Preſident to depoſe, 
whether I had preached in Houſes of in Fields ſince 
T came from the Bat; and a few Days Reſpite d 
anſwer to the Indictment, being denied, I to 
them that I was ready to ſwear that I was innocent 
of what I was charged with in the Indictment, 
and therefore defired I might have Liberty to ſpeak 
for myſelf; which was granted. Then did I dil 
courſe to them 2 large Half-hour { without being in- 
terrupted) in Anſwer to what T was charged with. 

My Deſign in this was to prevent the Torment 6 
their Queſtions, and likewiſe to ſtate the trot 
"Grounds of bur Suferings, and vindicate myfol 
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and others of the Imputations laid upon us by our 
Enemies. The Sum of what I ſaid was; after 
hearty and 'humble Thanks returned for the Li- 
berty of ſpeaking for myſelf, I proteſted, that I enx 
deavoured to ditcharge what I conceived: my Duty 
with as little Offence to Authcrity as I could; and 
that, were the Things I was called in queſtion 
about ſuch as I could come and go,upon, relating 
only to my own Perſon or Intereſt in the World, 
I ſhould be loath to be heard with their Lordſhips, 


but refer myſelf and thefe Things, wholly to their 


Diſpoſal : That I ſhould be ſhort, ingenuous and 
clear in my Anſwer for myſelf: Ihat to the firſt 
and ſecond Head of preaching without Authorit 

and in the Fields, that I had acknowledged I had 
preached, and was neither aſhamed or terrified to 
own this; but that I -preached not in the Fields 
fince I came out of the Buſs, nor yet without Au- 
thority, ſeeing I was called by Gop and ſuch of 
his Servants as I verily did believe had Power from 
Chriſt for that Effect; and there ſore was the firſt 
Part of my Indictment anſwered : That, as to my 
preaching ſeditious Principles, I might with a good 
Conſcience deny it; and, becauſe that both myſelf 
and others were flandered as Perſons of diſloyal 
Principles, I ſhould therefore give an Account of 
what Principles were maintained by myſelf and 
them, and what my Practices were: That as to 
Doctrines and Articles of Religion, my Faith was 
contained in, and according to, the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Teſtament; that I was of the 
reformed Proteſtant Religion, and did approve, 
and was ready to ſubſcribe to, that Conſeſſion of 
Faith in King Jamess Time, and ratified (I ſup- 
poſed) by the preſent Parliament: That as to the 
King's Majeſty's Authority and Power, that I ac- 
knowledged Magiſtracy an Ordinance of Gon. 
and the preſent King's Authority, ; whole , Su _ 
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and Servant I was, and obliged to ſubmit to, reve- 
| rence and eſteem, whom, for any Thing relating 
to my Perſon or Eftate, I was teſolved never to 


reſiſt; but how far his Power extended, or in what 

Subject it was firſt placed, or how conveyed, I 

thought not ſo much my Part as that of Lawyers 

to determine. For the King's Power in Eccleſi- 

aſtical Matters, I acknowledged the Perſons of Mi- 
niſters and other Eccleſiaſtical Perſons ſubject to 

him; and that he had a Juriſdiction civil, reach- 

ing to not only civil, but likewiſe ſpiritual Things, 

which he was to judge, that ſo he might, as the 

nurſing Father of the Church, either encourage, 

or puniſh or reſtrain in a coercive Way, and that 

not implicitly, ſeeing with others Eyes; and that 
he might call 3 when and where he pleaſed, 

and propoſe his Mind to them, whoſe Duty it not 
only was, but Wiſdom, to take the Magiſtrate“ 

Concurrence when it might be had : But that it 
was undeniable, this Power of the Magiſtrate's 
was not privative of any intrinſica] Power of the 
Church, granted to her by Chrift, ior preſerving 
and edifying of herſelf ; which therefore, in Caſe 
of the Magiſtrate's Oppoſition to the Truth, or 
Want of Acceſs to him thro' Diſtance of Place or 
other caſual Emergencies, they might exerciſe with · 
out him, as was clearly ſeen in the Times of the 
Heathen, Arrian and Roman Emperors. As for 
my Practice, I can ſay, I have endeavoured to keep 
a good Conſcience both before Gop and Men, to 
tive unblameable, and peaccably, giving to 50D 
what was GoD's, and to Cæſar what was Caeſar's; 
was never in any Infurrection, Rebellion or Con- 
ſpiracy againſt his Majeſty's Per ſon or Government, 
nor never ſtirred up others thereto, but rather to 
live peaceably, and by Repentance, Reformation, 
Quietneſs and Confidence, and other ſpititual 
Means, to expect Deliverance ; not by Wr 
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of the Rulers, to make their Bonds heavier, by 
taking the Sword, and reſiſting by Force; and this 
zoth publickly in Sermons, and privately in Dif- 
courſes. "Theſe therefore being our Principles, 
which we are not aſhamed of, but ready to defend ; 
it is a Wonder to me how I or any fober Perſon of 
our Way, come to be challenged for ſeditious 
Principles and Practices. If theſe Principles be 
innocent, then is the ſecond and great Part of n 

Libel, referred to my Oath, eluded? And finally, 
{ prayed the Lorp to bleſs his Majeſty with all 
his Bleſſings both Spiritual and Temporal; that he 
might be a Terror to Evil-doers, an Encourage- 
ment to the Good; that the Throne might be 
eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs, * 3 ? 


S 1 


AETER this Diſcourſe, to which they hearkened 


very patiently, I was aſked, Whether I preached 


fince I came out of the Baſs ? To which I replied, 
T would anſwer to what 1 was charged with in 
Libel or Indictment, which was not that I preach 
ed, but that I preached without Authority, and ſe- 
ditiouſly 3 which I did deny. They enquired ver 
earneſtly and preſſingly, who ordained me? I to 
them, i could not tell them, ſeeing it concerned 
others whom I was not to accuſe; but that I had 
lawful and good Authority, and that their Lord- 
ſhips could not compel me to anſwer to that Mat- 
ter: Nor judged I myſelf bound to anſwer thereto, 
becauſe it was that, for which 1 was formerly 


queſtioned, and ſatisfed the Law for; and there- 


fore could not now again he called in queſtion for 
the ſame Fault. And, feeing that my Commiſſion 
to preach was before the Act of Grace, any Crime 
therein (if any was) was by the Act of Grace, 
purged: And beſides, the ſame not being in any 
Indictment, I was not bound to anſwer” therets. 
I was removed; and after ſome Debate * 
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themſelves (for many of the Counſellors were much 
taken with my Diſcourſe, and voted that I might 


| be let go) the Matter being left to the Biſhops, I 
was called in, and received the following Sentence: 


To be ſent to Priſon to Blackneſs, and to continue 
there until I paid the Fine of five thouſand Marks, 
and gave Security not to preach any more, or go off 


the Kingdom. And my Guard was ready to con- 


vey me to the common Goal of Zdinburgh, there 


Many of the By-ſtanders (for there were Mut- 


titudes there) were ſurpriſed at the Severity of the 


Sentence; yea, ſome of the Privy Counc l talked 
publickly, that 1 had met with hard Meaſure. 


Well, I came to the Goal, and had a Chamber the 


beſt in the Priſon ; the Keeper and Under-keepers 
of the Priſon of Rdinburgb were very diſcreet and 
civil; I had Abundance of Viſits every Day from 
fome good People and Perſons of Quality. hen 
I firſt came, I examined my Ways and Carri 
and found Matter both of Humiliation and Thank 
wing unto. the Lord: I ſaw Ground to dleb 
Bon, that I vindicated the Lorp's People from 
the Aſperſions caſt upon them; I boldly and freely, 
to the Conviction of all, owned our Principles; 
and [ likewiſe defired not only to ſpeak for myſelf, 
but to honour Gop : I ſaw Ground of Humiliation 
for many Failings in me; yet was glad if the 
Goſpel did not receive Prejudice by me. I got 
little Good done; for I ordinarily ſlept till Seven 
in the Morning; and after Supper, which was at 
Eight of Clock, I was drowſy ; and all Day over 
I was diverted with Viſits * I got my Speech 
written, and ſome Letters, and preached twice 
every Lord's Day to the Priſoners, and ſome few 
who were ſuffered to come in. Twice did I ſup- 


plicate ; for my Liberty while I was in Keinbeogh, 
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but could not obtain it, becauſe of the Biſhops and 
the Clerk of the Council the Biſhop's Brother, who 
was my great Enemy, though I never diſobliged 
him in my Liſe. 


AFTER I had continued ſix Weeks in Edinburgh, 
| was ſent to Blackneſs, convoyed by four or five 
Gentlemen of the Guard, where I continued ſeven 
Weeks, Ignorance, Youth, and Fear of Man, 
made the Governor of this Place not fo diſcreet as 
otherwiſe he would be to me: For, firſt, he kept 
| me in a Manner a cloſe Priſoner ; (another had ſtill 
the Key of my Chamber, though I could command 
him to come and open it when I pleaſed) which 
was not according to the Council's Order. Next, 
he would be frequently drunk, and then was guilty 
of ſome Extravagancies ; he likewiſe kept back 
many of my Friends from coming to ſee me: And 
the frſt Night he was ſo indiſcreet, as to put me 
into a cold, wide, dark, filthy, ſmoaky Room, 
where I could not have lived {1x Days, if I had con- 
tinued therein, for Smoak, Darkneſs, Melanchol- 
ly and Cold, although at the fame Time he had 
better Rooms; but his Lady, though a Child not 
above fourteen Years old, and another Gentleman 
that came along with me, prevailed ſo far with 
him as to change my Room, and then I was very 
well, Here I continued ſeven Weeks, doing little 
Good, but longing and praying for Deliverance 
out of that fad Place; which the Lox o thus brought 
to paſs : My Brother-in-Law, unknown to me, 
preſented a Supplication to the Council in my Be- 
halt, deſiring my Fine might be remitted, myſelf 
ordered to be ſet at Liberty, ſome competent 'I ime 
allow'd me to ſettle my Affairs in Scotiand, ſeeing 
| was content to ſubmit to their Lordſhips Sentence 
of Baniſhment. Which Supplication (the Duke 
of Yer and the Biſhop with his Brother-being away) 
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was eafily granted by the Council: An Order was 
fent to the Governor of Blackneſs immediately to 
ſet me at Liberty, a Month was given me to ſet— 
tle my Affairs; whereupon I was much ſooner than 
I thought ſet at Liberty, and at a Time when | 
little thought of it, and my Liberty burdened with 
no Clog or ſinful Engagement; being only bound 
that I ſhould remove out of the Kingdom, and not 
return (without King or Council's Leave) within 
fuch a Day. ah 


( 
I pip not know any Thing of what my Friends 
had done for me, nor could blame them for what ] 
they had done: The Terms were honeſt upon 
which I was to come out; Liberty was deſirable, ( 
though in a ſtrange Country, and preferable. to 
Impriſonment at Home. I looked upon wicked 
Folk, though Scotſmen, as the greateſt Foreigners 
and Strangers to me; a godly Man in England or 
Ireland is more my Countryman than a wicked 
Seorſman. Beſides, by being at Liberty, I ſhould 
be in greater Capacity to glorify the Lord tha: 
under Reſtraint, where I could not ſee a godly 
Perſon, nor be anywiſe uſeful ſave by a few Let- 
ters. And I ſaw much of the Mercy of Goo, 
that without paying a Fine, or engaging to any 
ſinful Terms the Council ſhould have given Orders 
for my Liberty. 


' NoTwITHSTANDING all this, when I thought 
upon my Caſe, Baniſhment was grievous and 
burdenſome to me: But, addreſſing myſelf to 
the LokD, and pouring out my troubled Soul (a8 
it was ordinary for me to do in ſuch Caſes) I found 
that this Storm calmed; and the Confideration o 
God's Providence over, and Propriety in all Places, 
Experience of former Favours, and eſpecially thit 


Word, Surely Goodneſs and Mercy Hall follow n. 
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all the Days of my Life, did ſweetly ſtay my Heart: 
And being called of Gop to wander from my Fa- 


ther's Houſe, and Land of my Nativity, to a Land 


Gop would ſhew me, I laboured to fit myſelf for 
my Journey, and to take up my Creſs: And the 
Lokb ſo bleſt my Endeavours, in a ſhort Time [ 


ſettled all 7 Addie Affairs, and was ready to come 


away at the Time prefixed. 

So as leaving Scotland and all Friends there, I 
directed my Courſe for London about the latter 
End of May, 1682; and after ſome Stops, and 
Dangers by Sea, I ſafely arrived there June 16, 


1682. My Voyage was much alleviated by the 


Company of another Countryman who came along 
with me, whoſe Company was much fatisfying to 
me. I brought not above twenty Pounds with me 
to London, but the LorD I found was with me in 
all Places where I was driven; for I had both 
Meat and Wages. I did reſolve indeed, as ſenſible 
of my own Weakneſs, to forbear Preaching, and 
any publick Work; as likewiſe after long and 
creat Toflings, to improve, in a private Station, 
my ſpiritual Condition: But God did thwart this; 
tor, the more I endeavoured this Way, the worſe 
became: And at the ſame Time I had Calls to 
preach at ſeveral Places, ſome of which I cloſed 
with, and found more of ſpiritual Advantage to 
my Soul than in private Exerciſes. Wherefore I 
reſolved to follow that Way, and did every Night 
preach and pray in a private Family, where about 
hve or ſix Neighbours at Night did ordinarily re- 
fort; every Lord's Day I preached to a gathered 
Church in Fellowſhip with Mr. C. from whom [I 


had ten Shillings for every Sermon; at other 


Times I likewiſe preached to others, but freely. 
And truly the Lox b gave me to find great Favour 
and Reſpect from the Engliſh, and more than many 
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others did, and hea} found to be as gentec}, 


tender-hearted and generous People as ever I con- 
verſed with. | | 


I Lived the firſt ſeven Months upon my own 
for all Things; but afterwards I had a 


Call from a Widow Gentlewoman to ſtay in her 


Family, to pray, and ſometimes exhort and preach: 
From her I had Lodging and Diet free, in whoſe 
Houſe I prayed, read, and expounded Scripture 
twice a Day; and thus continued 'till the 21ſt of 
Fly, 1683, that I was apprehended and impriſon'd 
8 Newgate for fix Months, for refuſing the Oxford 
ath. | 


Uron the 21ſt of July, 1683, about the Time 


that a Plot againſt the King's Perſon and Govern- 


ment was diſcovered, and about three or four Days 
after my Lord RyfſePs Execution; at Ten o'Clock 
I was expeding a certain Buſineſs with a Gentle- 
man in Cheaf/:de, and one Mr. A. one of the King's 


| Meſſengers, ſearching for ſuſpected Perſons in that 


very Houſe where I was, and particularly for one 
Mr. Sands, meeting me as I came down, and 
knowing me to be a Stranger, preſently ſecured 
me by a Conſtable, brought me to his own Houſe, 
kept me Priſoner five or fix Hours, and after brought 
me before ſome of the Council: There were the 
King, the Duke of 17r4, Lord X. Lord S. and 
ſome others I know not. After ſome immaterial 
Queſtions relating to my Nation, where I lodged, 
and ſome others of that Nature, I was aſked, 
What I knew cor heard of a Plot againſt his Majeſty 
at any Time? I replied, that I knew Nothing of 
a Plot againſt his Majeſty's Perſon or Government, 
nor heard any Thing but what was diſcovered 
fince the Plot did break out, nor knew or heard 
any Thing I could make them the wiſer by; 
| thai 


4 13 . 


2 WW - uns JI— yy FY IR. r = _ NE” Wo * 


5 


NN 


— ——= 


* 


Mr. james Fraſer. 219 
that I was no 23 Perſon, nor Frequenter of 
Cabals or Coffee-Houſes; that I know not 

one Perſon, either Accuſers or Accuſed, in that 
Plot ; that I always lived peaceably, and was ne- 
ver acceſſory to any Plot or Inſurrection that ever 
was; that in my Judgment I was againſt all vio- 
lent Attempts againſt his Majeſty or Government; 
and that it was not likely any who had ſuch Deſigns, 
knowing my Principles, would communicate ought 
tome of it; yea, that I always ſhunned Diſcourſes 
of that Nature. Then the King was pleafed to 
aſk me, Whether I judged myſelf bound by the 
folemn League and Covenant ? I anſwered, That, 
for my Part, I never took that Covenant, nor was 
it ever tendered to me; but what was of moral 
Import in it, I judged I was bound thereto, altho* 
I myſelf never took it; and that, however the 
Words of the Decalogue and the Covenant were 
not the fame, yet might the Covenant be reduced 
to it, as materially the fame with the Decalogue: 
That I remembered two chief Articles of the Co- 
venant, the one was Ry ion of our Hearts and 
Lives according to the Ford of GoD; and this I 
thought might be eafily reduced to every Precept 
of the Decalogue, each of which tied us to Refor- 
mation and Repentance. After this I was aſked 
ſome Queſtions concerning my Acquaintance with 
ſeveral Perfons, as Mr. Ferguſon, Mr. Munro, 
Mr. Baillie of Fervifwoed and others; ta which I 
gave a true, full, ingenuous Anſwer, and was af- 
ter commanded to remove. What were their 
Thoughts of me, I know not ; but it ſeems th 
were fatisfied I was not in the Plot, and that I dealt 
ingenuoufly with them; and yet were not willing 
to let me go, but refered me to the Lord-Mayor, 
and ordered him to put the Oaths of Allegiance, 
Supremacy and Oxford Oath to me. | 
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Tux next Day therefore I appeared before the 
Lord Mayor, and when aſked by him, whether! 
would take the Oaths, my Anſwers did iſſue in 
this, That as for the Oath of Allegiance, I was 
willing to take it; for the Oath of Supremacy, 1 
demurred upon it, untill I adviſed better ; and for 
the Oxford Oath, I refuſed it. So an Order was 
drawn, and I ſent to Newgate. 


Ix Newgate I continued twenty-four Weeks. 

Here I had Experience of the LorD's Goodneſs, 
which did never leave me: I had, ſoon after J 
came, one of the beſt Rooms in the Priſon, in 
which any Perſon might lodge; a large, cleanly, 
lightſome, ſquare Room it was, and off the Ground 
as you come in: The Captain and Under-Keepers 
were all very civil to us, carrying both wiſely and 
diſcreetly : 1 kept my Health very well all the 
Time I was there : We had comfortable Fellow- 
Mip with our Fellow Priſoners, who might ſee one 
another all Day; ſome I perceived unlearned, yet 
obſtinate : Such as I had greateſt Converſe with, 
were thoſe of our own Perſuaſion, who were truly 
the moſt ſober and learned that were there. In 
general, I found all of them civil: We were a- 
bundantly refreſhed and ſupplied by Numbers of 
all Ranks and Perſuaſions that came to ſee us: We 
wanted Nothing. So that I could hardly call it 
Suffering. Only this was ſad to us, and which 
made me deſirous to be gone and at Liberty, that 
I. That we had no Occaſion of doing Good to 
others, for we preached none while there ; for we 
were not ſuffered, nor others to come in to us. 
2. It was grievous to me eſpecially, that I had no 
Occaſions nor Opportunities 1 for 
10 3 Chamber-Fellow with me, and all Day 
oppretled with Viſitants, I could not in the twenty - 


tour Hours command one for myſelf: Wherefore 


I do 
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did little or no Good here, and got as little; on- 


hy I gave my Teſtimony for Chr, and had Ex- 


rience of the Lox 's Goodneſs. When the 
Number of my Weeks were fulfilled, I was with- 
berty, the Turnkey get 


out farther Work ſet at Li 


ting Word only from the Captain to let me out 


when J pleaſed. So taking my Leave of the Cap- 
tain, and thanking him for his Civilities, I came 
out; my Expences in all not reaching above twen- 
ty Pounds. | 


TossERVED hence (1) Although at ſome Times 
there be more or leſs of Perſecution, 
no Time in which we fhall be without dai 
Croſſes; for a wicked World will perſecute wi 
the Tongue, even in Abraham's Family, Gal. iv. 
28, 29. Gen. xxi. 9. Even when Religion was 
favoured, T found Perſecution by Reproach, and 
Contempt of wicked Men. (2.) There are ſome 
ſpecial Days of Perſecution, when Hell breales 
looſe, and when great Trials come, which are 


called the Hour of Temptation, and the evil Day, the 


Hour and Power of Dar#neſs, Rev. iii. 10. Eph. 
vi. 13. Luke viii. 13, 22, 25. (3.) Seldom or 
never doth a great perſonal or'publick Stroke come 
upon the LorD's People, but He gives them ſome 
Warning of it beforehand; that we be prepared for 
it. (4.) The Croſs of Chriſt, when we once en- 
age with it, is nothing fo terrible, nothing fo 
eavy as at a 2 o dreadful did * 
and appearing before es appear to me 
But. 3 [ did os RL found it 
nothing ſo terrible to me. (5.) I was never in 
that Trouble yet upon the Account of Ci, but 
I was delivered out of it by the Loxp, and that 
when it ſeemed very deſperate to look for Salvation, 
Pſalm xxxiv. 25. The Troubles of the Righteous are 
many, but the W o e them all. We 
3 are 


yet there is 
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are to believe Deliverance from all our Troubles 
though we cannot tell when or how. (6.) It is 
Matter of great Humiliation to us, that our Trou- 
bles and Afflictions do us but little Good, that we 
are ſo unfruitful under the Rod: And eſpecially J 


obſerve, that ſmall Troubles have but ſmall In- 


fluence;, every Phyſick doth. not work with ſtrong 
Conſtitutions. My lighter Troubles, whether up- 
on a perſonal or more publick Account, I found 
but little Good by : It was a deep Heart-reaching 
Stroke that did me Good: And in Times of great- 
eſt Fears, ſharpeſt Afflictions, it was ever till beſt 
with me; at firſt Afflictions do not ſo much Good, 


it is afterwards that they reap the peaceable Fruits of 


Righteouſneſs, Heb. xii. 10. (7.) Perſecutors are 
ungodly, are cruel, are deceitful ; and this did 1 
ſee evidently, all Perſecutors have theſe three Pro- 
perties : And therefore let us beware of ſuch Per- 
ſons, and keep at the utmoſt Diſtance with them, 
and expect no Good from them; let us not lean 
on them who ſmite us ; let us ſuſpect all their Fa- 
vours, for the Kiſſes of an Enemy are deceitful ; but 
let our Eyes be only to the LoR D. {8.) Too great 
Love, Reſpect to, Intimacy and Communion with 
wicked Men, and not ſtanding at due Diſtance 
with them, provokes the Lok p to give his People 
into the Hands of the Wicked. The {/raclite; 
wicked Confederacy with the Canaanites made 
them Briers and Tharns in their Sides; had we 
carried to the Ungodly as we had ought to hav? 
done, we ſhould not have ſmarted as we do this 
Day. (9.) Sufferings on publick Accounts are 
not only our Duty, but our great Privilege; to 
ſuffer for Chriſt, is one of Chriſi's Love-Giſts, 
Phil. i. ult. It is given you to ſuffer for tha Name ef 
Chriſt, To give Teſtimony for - Chri/t and his 
Truth, is our greateſt Honour: A Sufferer and 
Witneſs for Chri is the moſt honourable 84 
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and Officer in the Kingdom of Chriſt; tis Chri/?s 
higheſt and honourableſt Employment, Acls v. 41. 
They rejoiced they were counted worthy to ſuffer Shame 
for Chriſt. (10.) Outward Trouble from the 
Hands of Perſecutors may be both a Rod and Cor- 
rection for Sin, and a Teſtimony for Chriſt and his 
Truth: The Lord JxEsus may by one Rod de- 
ſign both the Correction and Chaſtiſements of his 
Church and People, and likewiſe deſign a Confir- 
mation and Witneſs to his Truth, Cauſe and Work. 
(11.) We by our Sins therefore may provoke 
the LoRD to deliver us into the Hands of Men, 


and by our Weakneſs we may have ſome ſinful 


Hand and Occaſion thereto, and great Failings at- 
tending our Sufferings; and yet Chri/t accepts of 
our Suferings, ſo maimed, as a Teſtimony for 
Him. (12.) I obſerve. the Lord doth accept of 
the faithful Endeavours, and honeſt Intention and 


| Zeal of his People, when the Methods, and par- 


ticular Means and Courſes they take for witneſſin 
for Chri/t, are ſometimes not altogether juſtifiable ; 
as he who ſcruples thro* Want of Light an Oath 
in itſelf lawful, out of Zeal for the Glory of Gop 
which he fears by taking this Oath he wrongs, and 
thereupon ſuffers, this M an's Suffering are accepted 
of Chriſt as a Teſtimony for Him. (13.) It is the 
People of Gop that only can undo and harm them- 
ſelves; and it is by Diviſion that it is done: While 
we ſtood in one Spirit, we could not be overcome 
or prevail'd againſt ; but falſe Brethren crept in 
amongſt us, divided and broke us through the Sub- 
tilty of Adverfaries, and drew us to raſh Enter- 
prizes. (14.) Though the Lok p can ſanctiſy and 
dleſs any Lot to his People, yet to ſpeak abſolute- 
ly, an afflicted Condition in the World is beſt for 
God's People. | 


The End of Mr. Fraſer's Lirx. 
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Homas TrEGoss was born at St. ves, 
T & near the Land's End in Cornwall. His 
Parents were godly Perſons ; and this was 
manifeſted in the Education of their Son, 
whoſe tender Years they ſeaſoned with the Princi- 
ples of Religion, and good Literature. About the 
Age of ſeven Vears he began to diſcover that he 
was of a quick Apprehenſion, and of a firm and 
g tenacious Memory: And he had from his Youth a 
ſtrong Inclination to the Work of the Miniſtry, 
and would often (when he was but a Child) ſtand 
ap upon a Stool or Bench, and after his OP” 
preach to his . fellows. | 


WHEN 


* 
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WHEN he had attained Grammar Learning, he 


was ſent to Oxford, and admitted into Exeter Col- 
lege, under the Tuition of Mr. Francis Howell- 


He ſoon perceived in him an awakened and quick 
Spirit, full of Vivacity and ſerious Intention, inſo- 
much as he made good the Character which A4r:- 


fietle gives of a hopeful young Man, «ya» row, 


To act vigorouſly, which he ſhewed in whatever 
Exerciſes he was engaged in. OE 


One Day hearing Dr. Cant upon that Text, 


Hoſea vi. 4. O Ephraim, what ſhall I do unto Thee? 


Some Paſlages of that Sermon made ſo deep an 
Impreſſion upon him, that his Conſcience was 
filled with no ſmall Terror. When he went to 
Bed, he was not without Fears that he ſhould ne- 
ver live to ſee another Day: When in his Study, 
that he ſhould never come out alive. 


Axp ſo long as the Terrors of his awakened 
Conſcience continued, he could not endure to hear 
2a vain Word, or to be a Spectator of what had but 
the Appearance of Sin in it. Yet by Degrees theſe 
Lights vaniſhed away; neither did they at that 
Time end in a thorough Converſion. | 


Wurx he had ſpent ſome Time in the Univer- 


fity, he returned to St. Ives, and having there 
pov them ſome Taſte of his miniſterial Gifts, the 
nhabitants of that Place invited him to be their 
Miniſter. This Requeſt he at firſt modeſtly re- 
fuſed, but at length, being overcome by their Im- 
portunity, conſented to ſpend ſome Time amongſt 
them: Whereupon he was Augu/? 17, 1657, in 
that Church ſolemnly ſet apart for the Work of 
the Miniſtry : And there he continued two Years, 


a hard and cloſe Student all the Week, and _ 
. . | U 
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| Darbut his Dit dom this Place he took 
to Wife Margaret Nparman, who proved a meek, 
humble, afeGionate Yoke-fellow to him. And 
whilſt he continued in this Town, there were two 
Providences that ought not'to be forgotten. 


Tut Summer after his Abode among them, 
much of the Fi ing ſeaſon was expired, and no 
Pilchards a „the Senſe whereof greatly af- 
flicted the. (7 tm hy of the Place; that Ton 
depending much upon the Pilchard Trade. Here- 
| upon Mr. Tregoſs perſuaded them to join with 
him in keeping a Day of Humihation and Prayer; 
_ the Duty being performed, the very next Day 
came in a great "Shoal of theſe Fiſhes. | 


TE other providential Diſpenſation was this: 
The Summer following the Fiſhermen having taken 
a great Number of Pilchards upon à Saturday, all 
that Night was ſpent in ordering of them: And 
the Seamen were very intent upon Uryi one 
Nets on the Lokxn's Day. This Mr. + 

rebuked them for; withal, giving them to a 
5 ſtand, that they provoked the Lord to withdraw 
: his Bleſſing, which fell out accordingly: For from 
1 that Time to the End of the Fiſhing ; ſeaſon they 
"RE dm Tun of _ Uſe of their Nets 
* c again. | 1 us > 


t dug Fr. Ives Mr. Torge rende October 
" W 1659, to the Vicarage of ; filer and Mabe, where 
f he continued in his Conſtancy of Study 0 — 
Sy ing till he was ejected the Act 
And then'de bein excluded rom the publick 
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Prayer and Preaching, he ceaſed not to preach in 


his own Family twice every Loxp's Day; which 
being known in the Neighbourhood, divers who 
Had the Comfort of his Maniſtry in publick, could 
not but thirſt after it in private. GP on 


Inis being known abroad, the News of it was 
carried to the Lord Lieutenant of the County, who 
for his refufing to take the Oath appointed for the 
Militia, . committed him to the Cuſtody. of the 


Marſhal, with whom he continued about three 


Months, yet not ceaſing to preach to his Fellow- 
priſoners. . At laſt he was releaſed by an Order 
from the Deputy-licutenant. 35ers ©: 


I In Septemler 1663, Mr. Tregoſs removed his 
Habitation to Kzgilliach, in the Pariſh of Badoct, 
near Penryn; where he ſtill kept up his Loxy's 
Days Exerciſes. About the Beginning of Or 
1604, be and his Wife lying awake in their Bed, 
felt a great Earthquake, which made the Room to 
tremble under them, as they apprehended. And 
that which miniſtered to them great Cauſe of Ad- 
miration, was, that no one elſe felt the ſame: But 
this was but a Prognoſtick of what Mr. Trego/ 
ſhortly felt in his Conſcience. 
Fon on the firſt of January following, being 1 
Lord's Day, it pleaſed Gon to direct him to 
preach on that Text, Zuke xii. 47. And that Ser- 


_ want that knew his Lord's Will, and prepared nt 
. Gimſelf, neither did according to his Wil 


ill, Hall be 
Beraten with man Str 4” 6 Upon which Text be 
ſhewed what a dangerous Sin it is to fin againſt 
Knowledge. When the Duties of the Day were 
ended, the Lox p brought his old Sins to his Re- 
membrance, and ſet them in order before him, 
. eſpecially one above the reſt. Hereupon he Noe 

| himſel 
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himſelf to Duties, but drove on therein very hea- 


vily, Yet did the Loxp draw him on to perſevere 
in the ſame. 72 g | 4 


TWP . - OO” , On 


SOMETIMES he feared the LoxD would leave 
him to run on in his former ſinful Courſes: But 
Gop magnifted his Grace above, and beyond his 

Fears. Kaethe in reading the Holy Scriptures 
the Lok Dp would ſet Home Threatnings, and 
anon ſupport him by his comfortable Promiſes, to 

| keep him equally ballanced, between Hopes, that 

0 be might not fink, and Fears, that he might 

not prefume. rk, PARK ie 20600 DILWANY A 
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5 | Tavs for about five Weeks he was detained 
| under the Spirit of Bondage, having all this While 
1 no Diſcoveries of God's — towards him, till 
about the Beginning of February following: At 
1 which Time, by Gop's good Providence, he met 
" with a Paſſage in one of our Engliſh Divines, ſet- 
q ting forth the Greatneſs and Freeneſs of ' Gop's 
Love; which the Loxp ſetting Home unto him, 
he was ſomewhat quieted and refreſhed. * © a 
. Tusk next Day he had a ſweet melting Frame 
of Spirit wrought in him for his Sins, together 
with a lively Contemplation of Chriſt's Sufferings. 
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5 He, who . thought it an hard Matter to 
4 {hed one Tear for Sin, had now Plenty. Phe - 
A Spirit of the LorD aiſo bringing that Promiſe to 


3 his Mind: I will forgive their Imquities, and re- 
he member their Sins no more. And that of ny to 
Thomas, Reach hither thy Finger, and behold my 
Handi, and reach hither thy Hund, and thruſt it 
into my Side, and be not faithleſs, but believing. 
After this, he was carried on in the Exerciſe of 
5 Duties with more Enlargements and affectionate 
* Workings of Spirit than'formerly, © 
8 : — FROM 


From this Time be dated his Converſion : For 
although his Converſation for ſome conſiderable 
Time before was irreproachable, and his Labour 
in the Work of the Miniſtry indefatigable; yea, 
and his Zea) remarkable, yet he judged the whoie 
of his foregaing Life to be no other than Formuality. 


Sou ſhort Time after this great Change, be- 
ing brought very law, he apprehended. that his 
Death drew near. But then, was that Scripture 
drought into his Mind, Pſalm exviii, I ſhe'll nat 
die, but lug, end daclare the Il ori of the Lon. 
Afterward being again under ſtrong Apprehenſionz 
of his Death approaching, and looking into his 
ible, Gon directed his Eye to that Portion of 

ipture, Hſalm liii. 5 They were in greet Fear 
where no Fear was; which drove away that Temp- 
after he regained Strength to 


FEELING this ſtrange Alteration, he called his 
Wife, who ſoon eſpied the Change, finding his 
pale Cheeks had their wonted Colour and Com- 
plexion. And now he, that not many Moments | 
before was drawing near the Grave, was enabled 
tio perform the Duties of the Evening; yea, the IM this 
next Day's Duties, (being the Loxp's Day) with I bib 

much Vigour and Strength. | 
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ArRIIL 30, 1665, being the Lokp's Days 
whilſt he was in Prayer, he was much diſtradted 
about his intended — in Publick, where- 
unto he ſeemed to be drawn by a manifeſt Courſe. 
of Providence, which he reſiſted, till at laſt he 
was forced to yield. That Week he had been 
wondering what the Lon D would do with him: 
He could not ſtudy as formerly, but was induced 
and over- ruled to read a practical Diſcourſe of Self- 
denial? And the Lok furniſhed his Meditations 
with many Paſſages about Sufferings, and-'the 
Creature's Duty to live in the Will of bis Creator, 
and to reſign himſelf wholly to his Diſpoſal. And 
when he had ended his Reading, caſting his Eye 
upon his Bible, the firſt Words he met with were 
thoſe, Matt. in. 36. When He ſaw the Multitude 
He had Compaſſion on them, becauſe they fainted, and 
were ſcattered abroad, as Sheep having no Shepherd. 


AT the reading of this Text he inwardly trem- 
bled, and the LoxD ſeemed. to intimate to bim, 
that he ſhould put on the like Bowels. But he 
ueſtioned with himſelf, where he ſhould find an 
portunity of preaching in publick? And pre- 
ſently Mabe (which is a ö to MH i- 
Er, and had Preaching in it; only every other 
Lonp's Day) was ſuggeſted to his Thoughts: 
And after many Reaſonings within himſelf, being 
back ward to yield to the Will of Gon, he at 
reſolved to ſend thither to enquire whether any 
s WW Miniſter would be there the Lord's Day follow- 
D ing? Anſwer was returned, that there would be 
| - none. 7 | 1 1 ; 1 


der ſtill doubting whether he might look upon 

1e this as a Call from God, be caſt bis Eye upon bis 

th Bible, and met with that Text, Lule xi. 33- No 
Man when He bath lighted a:Candle, . it in 
5 U 3 a ſecret. 
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«a fecret Place, or under a Buſbel, but on 'a Cundl:- 
Rl, that they that come in may ſee the Light. | This 
Scripture cleared all his Doubts, and confirmed 
Kim in his Reſolution of preaching in publick. 
And 1 when the Sabbath came, he went 
_ Thither, and found the People willing to hear, and 
o he went on and preached without any Diftur- 
dance, and the Lord affified him in all the 


Fax Report of this was ſoon ſpread abroad, and 
dame to the Ears of Mr. Thomas Rabinſon, a Juſtice 
of the Peace. The next LoxÞ's Day, being May 
7”, the, Morniag proving rainy, Mr. Trex: 
preached in his own Houfe, upon the Fext, Lule 
maxi. 19. In your Patience poſſeſt ye yout Souls 5 not 
expeRting any Di nce that Day by Reaſon of 
the fou} Wegther. But after the Sermon wa 
ended, Mr. Robinſon came to his Door, and having 
entered, took the Names of thoſe that were preſent: 
And required Mr. 'Tregoſs to pat in Sureties, or to 
render himſelf to the Conſtable upon his Order the 
AMonday ſe nnight after; Mr. Tregofs vefuſed to do 
the former, but promiſcd to perform the latter. 


Ar rn Mr. Robinſon's Departure, they met 
_ again in the Afternoon, and went through without 
any Diſturbance. The next Lon 's Day he 
preached age in at Mube without Interruption. But | 
when Xerciſes were finiſhed, he was ſerved with 
a Warrant to appear before Mr. Robinfen at Flelſſſa 
on the Tueſday following. At his Appearance he 
juſtified his Preaching with much Boldneſs: But 
notwithſtanding all he ſaid, he was ſent to Laun. 
c Goal for three Months, This he ſubmittec 
to, not only patiently, but joyfully: In his Pal 
ſage to Priſon he embraoed all Opportunities fo i i 
confirming and oomſ ting fh h p n: Friends 7 
r | 25 
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Experiences he had of God's 
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a5 he met with by the Way. And whilſt he con- 


_ tinued in Priſon,” his Spirit was: very free, and 


much enlarged with thoſe Refrethings which Gov 


Mx ſpent his Time in Priſan in zeading the Holy 
-&riptures, in heavenly Meditations; in Faſting, 
| Prayer, holy Conference with, and N 
ſuch as were his Fellow-priſoners, or that came to 
viſn him. The Time of his Impriſanment being 


expired, Fudy'ao, he was ſet at Liberty, and aſter 


his Return Home he took the firſt Oppurmaity of 

keeping a Day of Thankſgiving, for the many 

| 300dnefs; during 
his Confinement. * 514 ibi, 26123211 


H had not been at Home above four Days, 
when Mr. ' Robin/ov gave out, that he would 
ſpeedily ſend him back ito the Place from whence 
he came: And in order thereto, upon the Hridey 
or Saturday after, he prepared himſelf to ride to the 
Ton, to meet another Juſtice of the Peace; who 
would join with him -in a Warrant for. a fecond 
- Conviction of Mr. Tregeſi and ſome othets. 


Bur whilſt he was at a Tenement of his, his 
own Bull (which was never known=to. churt any 
before) followed him in a Field with much Fury, 
and. gave him ſeveral Wounds, whereot he died. 


| Avousr 20, Mr. Tregoſe went again and 
preached at Male Church, it being the Lokn's 


Day, and without any Diſturbance: The like he 


did on that Day Fortnight after; ſpending the In- 


tervals with much Activity. in his Maſter's Ger vice. 
Vet he had many Diſſuaſives from preaching pub- 


dlickly, chut all could not ſatisſy his Conſcichce 
Anu therefore September 18, he was again com- 
af 
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mitted to Launcgſlon Goal for * 1 
Whither be went with comfortable Pet ſuaſions thut 
_Gop would carefully protect and ——_ for bin 
ſelf and his Family. 


Tuts his ſecond Impriſonment in that Place 
conduced to the Good of many Souls: For the 
Report of his Bonds being ſpread abroad, m 
came to viſit him, to whom he imparted. freely his 
ſpiritual Gifts, and by Gop's Blefling upon his 
—— ſome were en Wann the mee 
in his Bonds. | 


Ding this Fee he took ſeveral Op- 
portunities of viſiting the common Priſoners: He 
enjoyed many ſpiritual Refreſhments in bis Soul, 
eſpecially in the Time of Duties: He had alſo 
many ſweet and gracious Returns to his Prayers, 
and ſome prophetick Intimations of future Provi- 
2 A*. 5 | | | LA. + £04 4 


nen 2 praying 1 that Gop would 
vouchſafe him Opportunities of doing him Service, 
the Loxp gave him firmly to believe that he ſhould 
ſhortly be relcafed from this Reſtraint, and that he 
ſhould be no more impriſoned in that Place; which 
Go made good to him, | notwithſtanding many 
Attempts to the contrary. Alſo Odier 7, be- 
in ing much enlarged, in praying for Patience, aud 

miſſion to the Will of Gop, he grew very 
confident that ere long Gon would farther try him. 
So October 23, Gop ſeemed ſundry Ways to inti- 
mate to him, that ſome great Affliction Was neat 
at Hand, but that he ſhould _ delivered ing: it; 
5 which . fx} o wv 191 

8 ER 14, he was i Gelivardd ont, of Priſon, 
and * his Return Home he kept a. e Eule 
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| Faſt Part of. C and from thence wont into 
Dev gk The 1. 


Mabe, the Conſtable ſerved him 
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Thankſgiving ;/ and ſhortly after he thts apart evegy. 


Tueſday, which be kept as a Day of Humiliation 
or IT ae OY his F "Og or wo 


others. 


JAN ARX * "I the Len 8 
went to Make, where he preached both Parts of 
the Day without Interruption 3 which was accom- 
panied with this remarkable Providence, that 
whilſt he was at Hale, a Conſtable came to his 
Houſe to an Him ; ; but by 18 Means and o 


him. f $3 110 : I Vi - 


Jani VARY 12, he ERA a Mn 7 the 


ob's Day ad I{adue/day 
5 his Houſe was ſearched for bim; but 
dei I Home, be eſcaped their Hands. In 
this Journey he went forth on the South, of Caray 
wal}, and returned op the North, preaching in all 
Places whers he came, and receiped great oy 
ragernent A F e of his, Meer | bY b 


Ar his Þ Ing, yg 3 AI g5ing to preach 
— 


to carty him under the Cu ady of the Marthal, as 
a dangerous and ſeditious Perſon ; which he was 
ſv far from being guilty of, that neither in his 


Preaching, nor Conference, did he. ever, meddle 


with the preſent Diſcipline NE of the 


Church, much leſs with any State-affairs ; Nay, 
he perſuaded others. to be obedient to the higher 
Powers; and in his daily Exerciſes he . yew 


fervent, Petitions fox the Kiag's Majeſt r. 


being now under He Cad, 1 5 the Mara 


with ſeveral who ve much 2.9 is M 5 
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ſxy. Phe Marſhal ud him civilly ; yet did he 


meet with more Difficulties than in his former 
Confinements : But yet the Lord honoured him 
with the Coverhon of many Souls. 


He ering? in this Priſon *till about the Midft 
of Septeniler. Being on a Time very earneſt in 
Prayer, a Portion of Scripture was preſented" to 
bim, which made fo deep an Imprefſion, that he 
was confident, if he was delivered, it ſhould be 
by an Order from the King's Majeſty. And not 
long after, the Marſhal received a ſpecial Order 
from the King' s Majeſty for E 1 Enlargement. a 


Ix February 1668, toads to Penryn to preach 
his . Monday's Litre: he tell fick of a Fever, 
which held him all that Week. Upon the Lory's 
Day Morning, the Senſe of his "Weakneſs did 
ſomewhar affect him, becauſe the People, who at- 
tended upon his Miniſtry, had none to ſupply bis 
Room: Whereupon he bad 1 11. 187 5 impref- 
ſed upon his Thoughts, 1%. Ix. 31. They that wait 
on the Lord all renew their © * btb. This 6 
much wrought upon him, that be reſolved to 
ariſe : But all his Friends that were about him la- 
boured to 9 nim, Nun how weak be 
EDS: 


DO de had got on his Coachs, k hes 
weeds himſelf to his Loxp's Work; and as 
went on it, Strength by Degrees, was given b 
him, ſo that he preached thrice” that 3 
Day, chooſing that Text afore - named ( Iſai) 
Ix. 31.) for his Subject; and to the great Aſto- 
niſhment, as well of himſelf as of his Friends, 
he found himſelf well at Nigh ht, neither did be 
feel ſo much as any R — of d Diſtemper after 
Wards. & 06 ATIVE 
b N 
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Ix the Beginning of, che Near 1669, the Num- 
ber of his Auditors were ſo much augmented, that 
the Rooms whetein they! uſually. met would not 
contain them, which occaſioned the Removal of 
their Meeting into a large Barn, until, being ſum- 
moned by the Proprietor of that Barn, to quit his 
Hooſe, he thereupon took up his Habitation in the 
Town of Penryn. Let beſore his Removal, a 
Mittimus came from the Quarter - Seſſions, to ſend 
him to the Gaol. at AGENT: for eee pub- 
beklys il l tom 


Taz Conſtables, coming to K* the Warrant, 


one of them more violent and furious than his Fel- 


lows, whilſt he reaſoned with Mr. 7 regoſs, hold- 
ing the Mittimus in his Hand, ſunk down in the 
Place, ſeeming to be dead; But by the Endeavour 
of thoſe about him, he was brought to himſelf, 
whereupon he departed without executing the War- 
rant, That which made this the more remarka- 


ble, was, that he was a luſty Man, and never 


fainted in his Life before. And though they came 

again, ſome Days after to execute the Warr: nt, 

* had they not Power to carty Him to Priſon: 
or which, (as it was reported) the other G 


| dle was fined at the elt Seſſions. * 


| AS 2 Ales, 7 Mr. Tregoſe 
having ſome Affairs which called, him to Launceſl on, 
in his Journey, was invited to viſu the North - weſt 


Parts of Dewonſbere ; from whence,, for Preaching 


in a private Houſe in the Pariſh of Great-Torrmg- 
ton, he was ſent to Exeter Gaol, with. ſeveral others, 


who being all. bailed, had for that 'Fime, no other 


Trouble than to traverſe a Bill for a Riot, which 
was 4098 againſt them. 
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Tuts Trouble which befel Mr. Tregofs in De. 
Soner, was Occaſion of much Gp do many 
Souls ; for it opened a Door to many Hundteds in 
Devenſbire, who reſorted to him in his Travels, 
and ſo became Partakers of his Gifts. 
Tuts wats bim to lay himſelf Day and Night 
do the utmoſt of his Strength, allowing his Bod 
no more than extream Neceſſity required, that 9 
he might improve all Advantages and Opportuni- 
ties for the Advancement of his Maſter's Service, 
The Bill which had been preferred againſt him at 
Peter; neceſſitated him to attend the two follow- 
ing Aſſizes, where he was at laft freed by Procla. 
mation. But in the mean While, his Return into 
thoſe Parts was of no'fmall Advantage for the Pro- 
pagation of the Goſpel. Some of thoſe Perſons 
Pa diſcovered their Malice againſt Mr. Trego 15 
for Preaching at Pera were ſhortly a 
taken away by unhatural Deaths, not without ſig- 
nal IT okens of Gop's Difpleaſure againft- them, 


5 Avis: Mr. Tce came to reſide at Phivin 
he hired a Houſe for a Meeting-place on the Lord's 

Day in the Pariſh of Mabe, where he exerciſe 
without Interruption, from ummer, to 
the Tenth of May 1670: After which Day there 
were two Perſons that made Oath againſt Mr. Tre- 


Zeſt and ſome others for Breach 'of the Statute | 


againſt Conventicles: This ſcared away \mvſt of 
his Hearers, eſpecially thofe that had conſiderable 
Eftates. Yet, though there were many Fines laid 
upon him, which amounted to ' 2207. the Loxp 
iſo ordered Things, 1% had was . 
upon. „ 
194 1 41 $300 123115 4 
Tuis r wi thus difſolved, he 6s 


to preach the oftner to a Statute Number : And 
| herein 
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ſtoped his Ears againſt all 
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herein his Labours were ſo many and ſa great, as 
though his Body were of Steel, yet could he 
not long hold out. For he preached five Times 
every LorD's Day, and in the Evening made Re- 
petition of ſame Part, He alſo continued the Tweſ- 
days. and T hur/days Exerciſes, beſides ſome others. 
He was often adviſed by his Friends to favour him- 
ſelf, and to moderate his Pains: But the great 
Zeal he had for advancing the Work of Gop 

Diffuaſives: Having at 
lat worn out himſelf, he fell into a lingering Cho- 
lic, which brought him fo low, that his Friends 
judged him paſt Recovery; and he himſelf expreſ- 


ſed a longing Deſire to be diſſolved, and to be 


with Chi. 


Bur the LorD was pleaſed to reprieve him a 
little longer, and ſet him once more upon his Feet. 
As ſoon as he perceived a ſmall Recruit of his 
Strength, he began to fall upon his Work again: 
Yer this continued but for a very hort Time, be- 


forte a Fever ſeized him, and put an End to his La- 


bours. His Department during his Sickneſs was 
like his Life, very (weet and heavenly. Upon the 
13th of January, perceiving the Hour of his Dif- 
ſolution draw near, he took his Farewell of his 
Friends in a long Speech, Part of which followeth. 


| Some may think me paſſionate, and ſeme may think 
me uncharitable ; but now I repent that I had not dealt 
more plainly with you. \Hawever, in the Truth of 
th: LoRD, according to mine Ability, I have walked 
among you And | hope that you will not think it tedi- 
ous if ¶ drop a few Words upon my Grave before I 
die, Then the Phyſician flapping him, left be ſhauld 
ſpend his Spirits too much, My. I regols ſaid, 


Yoo BREE. 5 ns 5 Give 
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ive me Leave to ſpeak, for I am upon the Border; 
of Etermty: Tou may therefore ſuffer me to ſpeak 


ar much as | can. I am going to my great, to ny 


dear Father, to my beſt Friend, to Him in whom 
T have believed his Face I bete to ſee ; in his Boſom | 
hope to Iye down this Day. Oh! what unſpeakable 
Glory to ſee mine everlaſting Gop ? The la Lokb's 
Day, the LoR D gave jome ſweet Turns with Hin- 
felf : Oh! It was à ple. fant Night with me + | was 
up with GOD; and Gon was dawn with me. I! 
was to me as the going up to Paradile. 


And, new my Friends, I muſt tell you, that thro' 
many Tribulations you muſt enter imo the King- 
dom of Gop: Some of you have told me your Theughts 
concerning me, Tha: I have walked in all good Con- 


ſcience toto rds GOD and Man. O Friends ! I hat- 


foever Things ye have feen in me that were honeſl; 


 whatſcever Things were juſt; whatſcever Things were 


of good Report, page thoſe Thrugs. Ney not upon 
the Morld; for the IVorld will leave you cold aud ow 
2 And now I muſt gs to fee the Lox D, and this 

dy of mine muſt be laid iu the Duſt, and never riſe 


more until the eſurrection Day. And muſt you 91 
from this Place, and come naked before the RY 


Gop? O Friends, if there be any Hape; if there be 
any Love; if there be any Conſo:ation in you, think 
on theſe Things And new, Fleſh and Blood will ſay, 
it is hard to part with dear Friends, to part with a dear 
Hife, to part with dear Children: But as the LoRD 


| bath given them ts me, fo I now leave them with tht 


Lok D. 


And I call yeu ts witneſs that I leave this dear Wif: 
of mine with the LORD, and theſe dear Children of 
mine with the Lox D: To be protected by Him; 10 


bie maintained by Him; to be kept blameleſs to the Da) 
of bis A pearunce. Though Men may jrove unkind 
| & 
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+ And, now O Friends, one Thing | tell you; 1 
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to them, as I ſuppoſe theywill; yet the LoRD, I know, 
will not. I muſt into Eternity. The Prophets do not 
live for ever ; neither can they propheſy for ever. 1 


| have been but: a young Branch, and you ſee, the LoRD 


is cutting me down this Morning. O Bleſſed LokD 
Gon / Shall there not be a Meeting in Paradiſe ? 
Shall not thy Serva"t ſee Thee, and love Thee, and 
embrace Thee, and be embraced by Thee? O Lord! 
Give a good Evidence to thy Servant, that he may 
know that he belongeth to Thee. | 


Loxp, Then haſt given him the IW/orking of an 
Heart purifying Spirit. And are not theſe Tokens 
of thy Free Grace? And of thy Love in Chrift Jeſus ? 
And now LoR D God, thy Servant muſt away, and 


be about other Work. Thy Servant muſt away to holy 


Angels, and to the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect. 
He muſt away to ſerve the Lok o in his upper Cham- 
bers. He muſt away and never look on theſe Things 


* 


{I come again with myLORD in moſt excellent Glory, 
and you then muſt come before Him : But I fear ſome of 
you will be in a miferable Condition. Well, I commend 
you to the Love and Grace of GoD, the Eternal Fa- 
ther in Jeſus Chriſt. And I pray you get your 

the Grace 


Hearts full. of the Lowt of 'Gop, and of 
of God, and full of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Think on theſe Things that I have delivered unto you, 
in the Name of the Lon D] I muſt go, and deliver 
up my Accounts to Gon: m O, that I may deliver 
them up freely : That I may he able to ſay, I have fi- 
niſhed my Courſe ;- I have fought the good Fight; 
I have: kept the Faith; and what remains but that 
receive the Crown which the LoxD Feſus, the 
righteous Judge hath prepared for me ? And now 
55 | 29 Im- 


244 de Live of 


J commit myſelf to the Lox D: And my TVife and 
Children to the Lok: I commit my Spirit to Thee, 
O Father ef Spirits. I commit my Soul to Thee, O 
dear Lord : Keep theſe that believe on Thee. 


Trest Words he ſpake with 2 more audible and 
clear Voice than he was wont to do in his ordina- 
1y Preaching. About an Hour and a Half after he 
departed this Life, Fanuwwry 18, Anno Chrifti 
1070. TT of 


Hs did not, as ſome, take Chri/? to caſe himſelf 
_ of his Work, or to ſecure his Luſts, but to kill 
them, and to quicken himſelf to Duty. His Peace 
of Conſcience was maintained, not by Peace, but 
by War with Sin: It was not only from, but 
in Gop: He had not only a Form of Chrift in 
his Life, and Picture of Him in his Fancy; but 
alſo. the Image of, Union with, and Love for 
Krist in his Heart. He affected not ſo much Dif- 
putes about the Controverfies of Religion, as to 
zet the Power of it ſtamped upon his vwn, and 
others Souls. | | Foes Bac 


Us daily Progreſs in the Mortification of Sin, 
was very remarkable, and conſpicuous. . He knew 
full well that one reigning Luft would darken” his 
Comfort, and harden his Heart; yea, bring all 
into Bondage aud Captiety, and therefore, he durſt 
not gratiſy any Luft in the leaſt, He was content 
to gwe up every Luſt to Death for Chyiff, who 
gave up his Soul to Death for him. He thought it 
not much to part with any beloved Sin for Him 
who was his beloved Saviour. Vea, he ſeemed 
to take more Pleaſure in ſubduing his Defires, 
than others do in gratifying them. And leſt his 
Fleſh ſhould impoſe upon his more noble Part, he 
enured, and accuſtomed himſelf to many bodily 


Seve- 
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Severities, and denied himſelf ſuch fniatural Refreſu- 
ments, as moſt others indulge themſelyes in. Yet 


did he not contemt himſelf with external Mortifi- 
cations, but maintained a daily Conflict with the 


whole Body of Sin in corrupt Nature. Yea, he 


would oſt blame himſelf much ſor ſpiritual Sins; 


| as. Infidelity, Pride, and Unbelief, which others 
could leaft blame him for. T0 4 


By his frequent and long Sufferingy he gained a 

eat Skill and Dexterity in bearing the Croſs. 

y crucifying his Heart to the World, he took out 
the Stings of his Sufferings. He knew that the 
Divine Will was more eligible than his own, and 
endeavoured to conform to it, as well by paſſive 
as by active Obedience. He knew that he could 
not glorify Gon more, than by being content that 
Gop's Glory ſhould gain by his private Loſſes. 
He durſt not make Sin a Shelter againſt Sufferings : 


Or bear falſe Witneſs againſt Gon, by repining 


under the Croſs. He was not ſo well pleaſed with 
Sin, as to prefer it before Sufferings: Ot ſo ill 
pleaſed with Sufferings, as to fly from them when 


he was called thereto. He enured himſelf to the 


Yoak of Chrift, and ſo gained the Art of bearing 
his Croſs. His Conſcience continued under a 
lively Senſe of Sin, and that made him dead, and 
in a Meaſure ſenſeleſs under Sufferings. His Will 
was ſo far broken, that it could chearfully bend to 
the Croſs ; yea, welcome Croſſes, when in Gop's 
Way he met with them. When God brought 


dim into-anyAMiction or Suffering, he waited there 
till Gop brought him out. He knew himſelf to 
be Nothing, and that made him to bear any Thing 


ſtom Gon with Contentment: And by 
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Nl had a fit Diſpofition for the Croſs, which 
made that eaſy to him which ſeemed intolerable to 
others. As he durſt not make Men Lords of hi; 
Faith, ſo neither of his Happineſs, by doting on 
their Smiles or fearing their Frowns; but as worlkd- 
ly Men content themſelves with the World with. 
out Gop, 'ſo he contented. himſelf with © Gop 
without the World. He had his [preſent Wants 
ſupplied by ordinary or extraordinary Means, and 
therefore conceived it to be his Duty to truſt Gop 
for the future. He knew that he had more of the 
Creature than he deſerved, and therefore was not 
anxious about having more. He was much taken 
up about the weighty Things of Eternity, and 
therefore was little concerned about” theſe baſer 
Things. | een 


Norwirns TAN DING his ardent Zeal for Gop, 
yet was he of a quiet and peaceable Spirit. He 
did not delight in Contention, but was of a unit- 
ing, healing Spirit. He was not only a Patient, 
but alſo an Agent in ſeeking after, and purſuing 
Peace. He judged our Church-divifions to be ohe 
f our'greateſt Plagues. He had a catholick uni- 
verſa Love for all. But he had a ſpecial Affection 
for all Saints, ay Saints making their Graces, not 
their 1 the Meaſure of his Love. 


Hr deſired to avoid all needleſs Diſputes: But 
when he was calſed to confer with thoſe of diffe- 
tent Judgments, he ſhewed forth much Modeſty 
and Meekneſs.; Arguing not for Victory, but to 
enquire into Truth; wherein he affirmed Nothing, | 
but what he endeavoured ſoundly to prove out of 
the Scriptures 3- and when he could not fully eom- 
ply wich other Mens: Perſuaſſons, yet would he 
not impoſe his own on them, as the Rule of their 
Faith, or Communion, _ 1 
7 5 E 
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Hz vas a diligent Obſerver of his own Spirit. 
its Intentions, Iuclinations, Motions, Riſings and 
Fallings, as to Sin or Grace. He always kept a 
vigilant Eye over his Heart, and every Night made 
particular Reflections, on the Paſſages of the Day 
' paſt, with a ſtrict Examination how he had ſpent it: 
What his Converſation had been towards others? 
And how the had demeaned himſelf in his private 


Duties towards God He: examined, not only 


what he had done, but aifo from what Principles 


„ 


Ap thus, dy the Knowledge of what he had 


done, he came the better to know what he was to 


do; by ſtudying well the Book of his own Heart 
and Life, he became a good Student, and Profi- 


cient in the Myſtery of Godlineſs. He was a Man 


of great Obſervation, and of Nothing more than 
his own Spirit, its various Viciſſitudes, Furnings, 
and Windings. . 


Tuus he came to have an intimate Acquaintance 
with his own Heart, and an experimental Senſe 
of the Holy Spirit's working in him Hence alſo 
he came to know what Sins he had to confeſs, and 
humble himſelf for: What Mercies to bleſs Gop, 
or to petition for : What Burdens to groan under. 
At Sometimes he found himſelf under creat Dead- 
neſs and Diſtractions: At other Times under 
fweet Inſpirations of the Holy Spirit, and Enlarge- 
ments of Heart. Sometimes he ſighed under Un- 
belief; at other Times he was upon the Wing of 
Faith and full of Courage. 


Far and Prayer were his Refuge in all his 
Troubles. Indeed he feemed to drive a great 
Trade with Heaven by Prayer. Wherein he was 
very powerful and prevalent. He had a ſtruggling, 
4 32 A | - wreſtling 
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wreſtling Spirit in Prayer, bottomed upon a deep 
Senſe of his own Need, large Deſues, and lively 
Workings of Faith, What Seren gth he gained by 
Prayer, he loſt not by — Neglects after 
Prayer, but improved it for Gop. His Spirit 
ſeemed unſatisfied in Duty till he had met with 
Gon or Something from Gon. Sometimes he 
was dull and indiſpoſed in the Beginning of a Duty, 
but before he came * he found great Aſſiſtance. 

When he found Weakneſs the Lok gave unex- 
pected Supplies of Strength. When he was de- 
jected under any Fears, or Difficulties from within 
or from withqut, he had Recourſe to his Bible, and 
thence received frequently ſuch ſweet, and encou- 
raging Promiſes, ſet Home by the Spirit of _ 
as afforded A. of Relief. o | 


nr 


3 Ei 2% , " vey" 


r we 
KEY 
LY n 
- 
. 
>. 


32 


een 


4 W 8255 Dr 


1 14 { 
bs 4 2141 Kal * 


"ps eg . | 1 
4 - : 17 14 I# #5 SEE : . , 
. ho a " 14 # 
. $1 a 
O F 


: ”— 24 e 4 £24 » k t 
8 P Þ F 3 1 ö 
Dr. SAMUEL WINTER. 
* 1 4 x j 
641 0 | N * * 
9 44 28 . 1 1 EC 3} 3s. t3 1% as 24 * ad 


* * Atauzs Woran was born in the 92 
x 8 1603, at Balſal, in the Weod and Patt 


8 f aruiciſbire, about N Miles 
from Coventry, of religious Parents; 
** his Father was a OE of good Ac- 
count, When he was about twelve Years old, it 
pleaſed Gop, by the Miniſtry of one Mt. Slader, 
then Preacher at the Chapel of Nnoul, to awaken. 
his Conſcience, and make him ſerious of his ever. 
laſting Salvation; as alſo to ſtir up in him earneſt 
Deſires of doing Good to the Souls of others; for 
which End one Day as be came from School, 
about a Mile from his Father's Houſe, he retired 
under a Hedge to pray; and among other Petiti- 
of Gob, that He would qualify 


ons, he rhe Wo 
him for the Work of the Miniſtry, and make _—_—y 
2 
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Labours effectual and ſucceſsful therein: At 

which Time he (at leaſt thought that he) heard 

a Voice pars to him; Gon huth beard thy 
ar 


Prayer, and deſigned. thee fer that Work, and:thou 
halt be an Iuſirument of converting many Soul 
te Gor: This exccedingly cheared his Heart, 
fo that coming Home, he applied himſelf to his 
Father, humbiy requeſting that he might be train- 
ed up for the Minittry, His Father aſked him the 
Reaſon of thoſe Deſires? He told him, what a 
Prayer he had made, ai what Return he had to 
it, . | * 


His Father being much affected therewith ; ſent 
him to the Free-ſchool in Gaventry, where, thro' 
his extraordinary Diligence, he made good Pro- 
rreſs in Learning, within a few Years he became 

for the Univerſuy and accordingly be was ſent 
to Cambrigge, and placed in Queen's College, and 
had for ſome Time, that famous Dr. Preſton for 
his Tutor. Ar the Feet of that Gamzilie/, thoſe 
natural and gracious Abilities which he brought 
with him, were much improved; and by the Di- 
reclion of ſo excellent a Guide, and God's Blei- 
fing upon his unwearied Studies, he attained great 
Knowledge, both in the Tongues and Arts, and 
in Divinity. * v 491184 2d 


| x #4 196 CSI i of Fo... „ 
Wurm he had commenced Maſter. of Arts, be- 


ing as yet unwilling 10 enter upon that great and 


dreadful Work of the Miniſtry, he leſt Cambridge, 
and went to Bo/lon in Lincolbifaire, where he lived 
under the Miniſtry of ＋ Cotton, out of 
whoſe Family (Sometime after) he married a 
| Wile, one Mrs. Aine Bee/lon. 1 A $6068 
Arn his Marriage, he fell into a violent Fe- 
ver, Which, in the Judgment of his mn. 
| | etc 
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left no Hopes of his Recovery. His Wife being 


much aMicted therewith, he would often comfort 


her, telling her that he ſhould not die at this Time; 
for that GoD had not yet fulfilled his Promiſe, 


wherein He had afſured him that he ſhould be an 


lnſtrument of converting many Souls. And ac- 
cordingly he recovered, and then refolved to ap- 
ply himſelf to the Work of the Miniſtry. 


AND being more ambitious to do Gon and his 
Church Service, than to advance himſelf in the 
World, he removed from Ho/ton to a ſmall Living, 
near Nottingham, called / bare, where by a 
painful and powerful Preaching (many out of the 
neighbouring Towns flocking to his Miniſtry) the 
Secds of Grace (through GoD's Blefling) were 
lown in the Hearts of many, which ſprang up, 
and ſome of them remain unto this Day, This 
Place he always highly eſteemed, and would often 
call it, His Fir/t-born. | 


FrRom H-rodborow he was removed to York, 
where he continued a Lecturer for ſome Time, 
and as there he had great Opportunities for Ser- 
vice, fo had he great Succeſs, receiving a maniteſt 
Heal to his Miniſtry, in the Converſion and Con- 
ſir mation of many. But our Civil Wars breaking 
but about that Time, he could ſtay no longer at 
York. Vet, tho' the Door was ſhut againſt him in 
that Place, another large and effectual Door opened 
tor him. For Cettingham (a great I own within three 
Miles of Hull) being then deſtitute of a Paſtor, 
thither he was (by a more than ordinary Provi- 
dence) brought : And in that Place, for about the 
Space of eight Years, he continued to be a burning 
and a ſhining Light : Burning in his Zeal and Doc- 
trine, and ſhining in his exemplary” Life and 
Converfation. | e e bh 


He 


* * (I es He grins "Teas ve N 7: 5 47 ape OL we” 55 „ -4 " IC « w — 0 n 5 0 * _ * mY £ 9 | 2 — Y he of . 
F EY b > Ce , 1 1 9 6 24 rg at's pa 4 12 8 with F * 2 —— ntts * er Ar ” * - 4 1 . hd by > © 1 vert ene N * N ee eee ** rene * * ; ww * b 2 . * 
* . * " , " . $444 aaa 1 — 1 nn * | j 4 * * a 5 * * ** a th * 42 A a i 0 hy "HY N "pn Tz ” 1 , oof * * 1 4 8 

* 8 : 4: X * * T ot n 6 , e a A 1 —— Wn, 


232 ue Lion of 


Hs preached twice every Lorn's Dey: He ex. 


ded the Chapters which he read, and cate» 
chiſed the younger Perſons : In the Evening he re- 
peated the Sermons in his own Family, to which 
— the Neighbours alſo reſorted. On the 
Week Days he took Occaſion to go from Houſe 
to Houſe, infiruQine the Ignorant, and endeavour- 


ing to build up his Pariſhoners in their moſt holy 


Faith; andGop was pleaſed fo to bleſs his Labours 
that he became inſtrumental in begetting many 
Sons and Daughters unto God, as alſo of con- 
ficming many, who attained (partly by his publick 
Miniſtry, and partly by his private Pains) a great 
Meaſure of Grace and Gifts, ſo that they made 


Conſcience of the ſtrict Obſervation of the Lory':; 


Day, of Cloſet and Family Duties, and of other 
ſpiritual Services required by God as Fruits of 
their Faith. 


He was ſo pun and affable in his Deportment 
towards all Men, that his Company was pleaſing, 
even to aber that had no Reliſn 15 his Doctrine. 


At Cotti glam he buried his — ing and ae be- 
loved Wiſe, who left him five Sons: Which Lofs 
vet was (thro' Gop's merciful Providence, abun- 
dantly-repaired in his ſecond Marriage about three 
Years after) with Mrs. Eliz. M raver, Daughter of 


Chriſtopher Weaver, Eſq; ſhe: proved to be excel- 


lently qualified 1 the Good wo of him * his 
Children. Nr 


Ix 1650, the powers who were then 30 Being, 
reſolved to fend over four Commiſſionets into Jre- 
land, for the Settlement of that diſtracted, and al- 
moſt ruined Kingdom; and judging tt neceſſary to 
fend with them a godly, able, and orthodox Di- 


vine, they ordered that Mr. inter ſhould attend 


{ent 


theſe Commiſſioners thither, Which Order being 
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ſent to him to Cottingbam, he looked upon as a 
clear Call from Gop. Yet for his better Satisfac- 
tion, he: adviſed alſo with his Friends, and begged 
Direction from Gon in a Buſineſs of ſo weighty 
Concernment ; after which he chearfully embraced 
this Call, hoping that Gop would bring ſome Glo- 
ry to his own Name. And fo, not conſulting with 
Fleſh and Blood, which might have ſuggeſted that 
it would be an unadviſed Act, to part with ſo Jov- 
ing a People, and with ſo good a Rectory (it bein 

above four hundred Pounds a Year) and to caſt 
himſelf upon Strangers, neither knowing, nor ca- 
pitulating with them what his Salary ſhould be. 
Reſigning his Living, he prepared for his Journey. 


AT his coming over to Jreland, the Commil- 
ſioners allowed him but one hundred Pounds for 
the firſt Year, which yet he chearfully accepted of, 
though it did not defray the Charges of his Tranſ- 
portation; with ſuch Neceſſaries as he provided for 
the comfortable Accomodation of himſelf and Fa- 
mily : Much leſs did it repair the Loſſes which he 
ſuſtained ſhortly after his Landing. 


In this his firſt Year he attended the Commiſ- 
ſioners in ſeveral Journies, which they made into 
the four Provinces of Jre:/and; was their Houſhold 
Chaplain, performed Family Duties, and preached 
in Publick every LoRp's Day wherever they came: 
And in Dublin (where they reſided the greateſt 
Part of their Time)he preached twice every LoRD's 
Day in Chri/t-Church before the Commiſſioners, 
the Lord- Mayor and Aldermen of that City; ma- 
ny Gentlemen and others reſorting to his Miniſtry. 


Nor long after, ſome other Miniſters com* 
ing from England to Dublin, the Commiſſioners 
for the Eaſe of Mr. J/inter) uſed to requeſt one 

Vok. XLIX. X | 
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or other of them to preach in the Morning, re- 
ſerving Mr. J/inter for the Afternoon. But he, 
not willing to be out of Employment, ſet up a 
Lecture, where he preached every Sabbath-Day in 
the Morning at Seven o' Clock, in the Church of 
St. Nicholas: And this Lecture was frequented by 
the Commiſſioners, Civil Magiſtrates, and many 
others; ſo that he had a very large Congregation. 


ABOUT this Time the Commiſſioners taking 
Notice that Trimty College by Dublin, thro? the [ni- 
quity of the Times, and the Diſtractions of that 
Kingdom, was left deſolate by the Fellows and 
Students, and thereby brought almoſt to Ruin; they 
thought it their Duty, for the Advancement of Re- 
ligion and Learning, to endeavour the Reſtora- 
tion of the ſame: And for that End they appoint- 
ed Mr. inter, to be the Provoſt of it; where af. 
ter a Time, he commenced Doctor of Divinity, 
in a ſhort Time he procured the Return of divers 
of the Fellows and Students to the College, as alſo 
the coming over from England of ſeveral hopeful 

oung Schulars, whereby the College was ſudden: 
y filled with many religious young Men, likely 
to prove Inſtruments of Gop's Glory. | 


 AxDby the great Pains which he took with them, 


inſtructing them both influman and Divine Learning, 


preaching and expounding the Scripturcs to them, 
and often Praying with them both in the College 
Chappel, and in his own Lodgings, he gave as great 
Hopes of the flouriſhing of that Seminary of Learn- 
ing and Picty, as of any College in Chriſtendom. 


Wärst Dr. Inter continued Provoſt of that 
College, he had Occaſion to go to a Place called 
Alanuth, a populous Town, about ten Miles from 
Dublin; where (according to his Cuſtom 1 

| aces 
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Places where he came) he Preached and found the 
People very attentive, and deſirous to be inſtructed 
in the Way to Heaven: Whereupon, at the ear- 
neſt Requeſt, both of the Miniſter, and divers of the 
Inhabitants he rode over every three Weeks, and 
preached, which he continued for ſome Years, and 
Gop was pleaſed to bleſs his Labours for the Con- 
verſion of many Exglißb and Iriſh, 


WHEN he returned into England, he and his 


Wife ſojourned with ſome Friends, ſometimes in 


and about Hf. cheſter: Sometimes at Coventry, 
and ſometimes with his Wife's Relations in Hert- 
ſerdſbire, and Rutlandſbire; in which Places (thro 

Gop's Bleſſing) he became an Inſtrument of much 
Good, not oaly in the Families wherein he abode, 
but alſo to ſeveral Neighbours. n 


WyrirsT he was in Rutland/hire, on Thurſday, 
Ofeber 13, in the Year 1666, he rode to a neigh- 
bouring Town to aſſiſt in carrying on a Day of Hu- 
miliation, wherein, having wearied his Body and 
ſpent his Spirits, he was fain to defer his Return 
Home, 'till the next Day. On the Loxp's-Day 
following, he exercifed twice, for the Inſtruction 
of the Family wherein he abode; and at his 
ing to Bed, he found himſelf not well. On Mon- 
4%, he continued ill, yet aroſe, came down and 
performed Family Dutics. . tbe 


AT Dinner he could eat but little, and at Night 
went ill to Bed, yet ſlept pretty-well, only both 
thoſe Nights he complained of a Pain in his right 
vide; and he had frequent Provocation to Vomit. 
Oft he foynd himſelf cold; yet when he came a. 
little to the Fire, he was too hot; ſo that his 
Friends judged it would turn to an Ague. | 


2 WEDNESDAY 
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WepNnEsDAY and Thurſday his Diſtemper con- 
tinued, on Friday rac himſelf weaker and 
weaker, he defired his Will might be fairly en- 
2 which lay by him written with his own 

and, and withal, he laboured to perſwade his 
Wife to be willing to part with him; Adding, 

that it would not be long, before they ſhould meet 
again: Then he put up earneſt Prayers for her, 
and other of his Relations., 


Ox Friday he fat up all the Day, tho' ſtill find- 
ing his Strength to decay; he would often repeat 
that of the P/alomf? The Zeal of thy Houſe hati 
eaten me up. On Saturday, he had all Day, the 
Cramp in his left Leg. In the Evening he went 
to Bed, and in the Apprehenſion of thoſe about 
him, flept well that Night. 


Amour fix o Clock on the Loxp's Day Mor- 
ning, he raiſed himſelf up in his Bed, and with z 
chearful and loud Voice called to his Wife, who 
lay in a Bed by him, ſaying; Sweet-heart, I have 
been this Night converſing with Spirits. And, a 
in a Rapture, he cried out, O the Glorzes that ar: 

epared for the Saints of GOD! The LORD hai 
been pleaſed to ſhew me this Night, the exceeding 
Meigbt of Glory which in Heaven is laid up for hi 
Choſen Ones. Saying further, That he had ſtudies, 
and thought that he knew as much what the Glor) 
which in Heaven ts, as another Man: But he neu 
aw, that all the Divines on Earth were but Children 
in the Knowledge of the great Miſtery of bea ven) 
Glory, which the LoRD that Night had given him 
clearer Sight of, than ever formerly he bad. 


Tux he deſired that his Relations, and he 
reſt of the Family might be called up, that fo be 


might make known unto them that immenſe Weis, 
| | | 0 
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* 


of 99. which that Night had been revealed to 
h 


him. en they were afſembled, he did with 
Vehemency of Spirit, endeavour to diſcover the 


| fame unto them: But he was ſo ſwallowed up in 


the Contemplation thereof, that he could not utter 
what he defired. 4x3 | | 8 


AND ſo he continued all that Day, and even till 
he died, in very high Raptures, and great Accla- 
mations by Way of Thankſulneſs to Gop for the 
Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, the Fountain of that Glory. 


TowaRDs the Evening of the Loxp's Day, 
an honourable Perſon, together with his Lady, and 
ſome other Friends came to viſit him, with whom 
he diſcourſed about Heaven and the Things of Gop 
as underſtandingly, fervently and fluently as if he 
had enjoyed his beſt Health: His Underſtanding 
and Memory continuing as ſtrong and vigorous as 
ever: In his Diſcourſe he quoted fundry Texts of 


Scripture, citing the 'very Chapter, Verſe, and 


Words, and explaining the Meaning from the He- 
brew and Greek Originals. After this Diſcourſe, 
which continued for the Space of two Hours, find- 
ing himſelf weary, he betook himſelf to Bed, all 
the Company withdrawing into another Chamber. 
And after an Hour's Repoſe, he defired that the faid 
honourable Perſon, with his Lady, and other 
Friends might be called in again, that he might 
ſpeak ſomething more to them, and when they, 
with the reſt of the Family were come into his 
Chamber, he told them that he had but a ſhort 
Time to live: That he was going to Jeſus Cbhriſt, 
with Him to partake of the F alneß of Joy, and of 
thoſe Rivers of Pleaſure, which Gop had ſo late- 
ly diſcovered to Him, and which He had reſerved 
in Heaven for thoſe that love Him, and keep bis 
Commandments. O (ſaid he) „if you had but 
| X 3 a thorough 
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a thorough Sight thereof, it would make you all 
love the LORD Je Chri/t and Holineſs; which 
is the only Way preſcribed by Gop to attain 
to this Happineſs.” And ſo he went on to 
magnify the Riches of Free-Grace, through which 

alone the Saints come to enjoy that exceeding eter- 
nal Weight of Glory, which neither Eye hath ſeen, 
nor Ear heard, nor can it enter into the Heart of 
Man ts conceive. br 


Hs alſo exhorted them not fo much to trouble 
themſelves in getting Aſſurance of Salvation, as to 
examine themſelves carefully, whether they were 
in the Way of Sanctification: And for this End, 
he adviſed them daily to aſk their Souls theſe two 
Queſtions: I bat am I? And where am 1? Iba 
am I? Am Ia new Creature? Am [I born again? 
If fo, then I have new Thoughts; new Words; 
new . and a new Converſation: All old 
Thoughts, Words and Actions will be done away. 
Secondly, l ber am? Am l in the narrow Path 

that leads to Life, or in that broad Way that lead: 
to Death and Damnation ? He told them, that if 
any there preſent were ſtill in the broad Way, it 
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| 
1 had been better that they had never been born. | 
Af And {ſaid he) “If you will make this your conti: | 
f nual Meditation, you cannot ' miſcarry. And if 
{4 you find yourſelves to be in the narrow Way of | 
if oauctifcation, let Cop alone with the Reft, to 
j give you an Aſſurance of your future Happineſt, 
. which He will certainly do in his own Time.“ | 
1  Trzn looking up towards Heaven, he begged 
5 of Gop that the Words of a dying Man, might | 
, make a deep Impreſſions: upon the Heart of his ( 


Hearers ; and that as Gop had made him an In- i 
ſtrumant of converting many Souls in his Life, ſo 


He would bleſs what he had now ſpoken. - 5 
0 01 „ He 
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He proceeded to other holy Difcourſes and In- 
ſtructions, quoting ſundry Texts of Scripture for - 
the Proof of what he ſpake, naming the Chapters, 
Verſes, and Words of the Texts, which he open 
ed, and explained out of the Originals, with ſuch 
Acuteneſs and Strength, with ſuch Zeal and Fer- 


vency of Spirit, that he drew Tears from the Eyes 


of all that were preſent. 


HE further declared (with Tears trickling down 
his Cheeks) that he had many a Time before he 


went to preach, put Gop in Mind of his Promiſe, - 


and earneſtly beſought Him to make good that Pro- 
miſe, by giving a Blefling to that Word, which 
he was then going to deliver : To which his Pray- 
ers Gop had often been pleaſed to give a gracious 
Anſwer, and to let him know it by the Conver- 


ſion of ſome by thoſe very Sermons. 


Ons of his Relations, fearing his Spirits would 
be ſpent by his continued Diſcourſe, requeſted him 
to repoſe for a while; to whom he replied with 
much Earneſtneſs : No, were I ſure that this ſhould 
be my laſt Nights and the laſt Sermon that I 
ſhould preach, I would continue it two Hours 
longer : Adding, that he was not afraid of Death : 


And turning his Head backward, he ſaid, Death 


is 4 Coward ; he comes behind me: He dares not 
look me in the Face.” And he further ſaid, The 


Devil hath often aſſaulted me in my Life-Time ; 


but Gop- ſtood by me, ſo that he could never hurt 
me.“ ö 2 . - 


ALL the Day following, he lay in heavenly 
Contemplations and Raptures, often breaking forth: 
in Praiſes to Gop for Feſus Chrift ; and he ſome- 
times deſired his Wife, to tell him whether he 

os | 3 were 


25 


260 Nel Lie of 


were in the Body or out of the Body, for he coulc 
not tel]. 


In the Afternoon finding Death approach : He 
wiſhed that his Sons inding De preſent, that they 
might ſee what it was to die. He deſired alſo that 


ſome Neighbours might be called in, that he might 


2 his laſt Sermon to them: And, to this very 
Time his Spirits, Speech, and Memory continued 
active and ſtrong. 


* ABouT four in the Afternoon, his Wife ſtand- 
ing by his Bed-ſide, aſked him how he did? He 
anſwered, very weak : Adding, that he was going 
to Jeſus Suri; : and bad her not to be afraid of 
Death; with which Words he put forth his Hand, 
and ſaid, * Take Death by the Hand: Be not 
afraid; Death is a Coward; he flies from me : They 
found that his Hands were cold and clammy, where- 
by they perceived that he grew near his End: And 
himſelf not long after, feeling that the Diſſolution 
of his earthly Tabernacle. was approaching; lift- 
ing up his 3 cried out: Come LoR D Feſus: 
And preſently, with a- ſmiling Countenance, he 
added, art thou came h And ſo fell aſleep. . 


Tux remain ſome Things to be: ſpoken, 
| which could not well be reduced to any one Part 
.of this Narrative ; ſo therefore theſe were reſerved 

to the Cloſe of all, that the Reader may have 2 
View of them altogether: And they may be thus 

ranked in Order. 


2. His great Humility and Mecknef. 
2 His Diligence ; in his Calling, 
3 Hrs Zeal and Fervour of Spirit. 


k 
b 
h 
y 


or waſte it. 
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4. His Liberality and Bounty. ; 
5. His great Candour, and Ingenuity. 
6. His Faith and Patience. 4 
7. His Power in Prayer. 


 FirsT, To begin with his Humility: All that 
knew him, will readily acknowledge this to have 
been very eminent in him; and that, not only in 
his Words and Garb, and ſome trivial Actions, 
which may eaſily be counterfeited. 


Bur in him, Humility was of an higher Strain, 
and deeper rooted in his Heart, He could conde- 
ſcend to Men of the loweſt Rank. He uſed: to 
magnify the Abilities of others, whilſt he thought 
meanly of his own, and was not offended if others 
did the like. He could eaſily bear the Contradic- 


tions of others, and ſtoop to the meaneſt Offices: 


SECONDLY, His Diligence in his Calling was 
very Exemplary, A hard Student he was all along, 
and ſo continued to the laſt. It is ſcarce credible, 
but to thoſe that ſaw, and knew it z; what Num- 
ber of Books were found in his Library, filled with 
Tranſcript out of the Authors which he read over ; 
befides Pieces of Controverſies, and Obſervations 
of his own. And indeed, there were few Books 
that he read, but he took Notes out of them, and 
made Marks in them of what was moſt conſidera - 
ble. To which if we ſhall add all his Manuſcripts, 
we cannot but conclude him to have been a moſt faith- 
ful, and painful Labourer in the Lok p's Vineyard. 
His daily Practice declared him to be a Perſon ve- 
ry cafetul to redeem Time, and as fearful to loſe, 


As 
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As ſoon as he was up in the Morning, whilſt 
he dreſſed himſelf, either his Wife or Servant read 
to him ſome Chapters in Courſe out of the Old 
and New Teſtament. When he was dreſſed, he 
retired to his Study, where he ordinarily continued 
*till he was called down to Prayer and Dinner: 
After which he took Opportunities of Diſcourſe 
with Friends and Neighbours. After two or three 
Hours Intermiffion he returned to his Study again, 
where, for the moſt Part, both in Summer and 


Winter he continued 'till about Eight o'Clock, 


ſeldom eating any Supper. 


Wurm in the Evening he was come down, 
calling his Family together, he read a Chapter in 


Courſe, gave the Senſe of it, went to Prayer, and 
fo to Bed. Here alſo may be added, that as it 
was his Care to be well prepared- before he went 
to preach, ſo did he ſtrive to get his Heart into a 
right Frame for Preaching, that from the Heart he 
might ſpeak to the Hearts of his Hearers: And to 
obtain Aſſiſtance from Gop therein, he uſed to 
beg a Blefling upon his Labours, It was his fre- 

quent Saying, That he was as circumſpect and di- 
ligent in ſtudying what he was to deliver, as if he 
expected no Aſſiſtance from Chri/t; yet when he 
came to preach, diſowning his own Endeavours, 
he caſt himſelf upon Chris, as if he had not ſtu- 
died at all. And that Gop many Times ſuggeſted 
ſuch Matter in the Delivery of his Sermons as he 
had not thought on before, which alſo he obſerved 
Gop did abundantly bleſs to the Comfort and Edi- 
fication of his Auditory. * 


Hz would often ſay, That his Opportunities 
were his Riches, and he was always careful to im- 
prove them; whence it ſeldom came to paſs that 

he 
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be preached without making ſome real Impreſſion 


upon his Heaters. 


Thirdly, His Zeal and Fervour deſerve our ſe- 
rious Conſideration. It was the Counſel of a holy 
Divine, „That Chriſtians ſhould take Heed their 
old Judgments did not abate their youthful Aﬀec- 
tions :*”” And certainly there was in him ſuch 
Warmth of Aﬀections as ſeldom is ſeen in ſo an- 
cient a Man; yet it was managed with ſuch Pru- 
dence, that he exerciſed it, not about light and 
trivial Matters, but about the greater and more 
ſubſtantial Points of Religion, and that thro' the 
whole Courſe of his Life. Whether he preached, 
prayed, or diſcourſed about divine Things, all was 
performed with much Zeal and Warmth of Af- 
ſections: He was fervent in Spirit, ſerving the 
Lorp, Rom. xii. 17. O how glad was he of an 
Opportunity of Preaching, and if (afier the black 
Day) his Liberty could have been purchaſed by . 
Money, what would he not have given for it? 


HE was very affectionate in Prayer, and yet 


were his Affections ſo tempered with Prudence, 


that tho' upon extracidinaty Occaſions he could 
enlarge therein, yet in his Family Prayer he was 
uſually ſhort, that ſo he might nut make religious 
Duties a Burden to thoſe that joined with him. 


HE was conſcientiouſly careful in the Sanctifica- 
tion of the LorD's-Day; not permitting any 
Diſcourſes in his Preſence, but ſuch as were ſuit- 
able to the Day, and the Duties thereof: And he 
would reprove ſuch as took Liberty to diſcourſe 
about their worldly Buſineſſes upon Gop's Holy 


Fourihbly, 
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Fourthly, His Liberality 


eminent as any other of his Virtues. As Gop 
* him a large Eſtate, ſo He gave him a large 


were as 


Heart, which was a double Mercy. He was rich 

in good Works, ready to diſiribute, willing to com- 
mumicate Laying up in Store for himſelf a good 
Foundation againſt the Time to come. 


Fifthly, To this may be added his Candor and 
courteous Deportment, which gave a great Luſtre 
to his Bounty. | | 


As his Faith and Patience appeared in the whole 


Courſe of his Life, ſo they eminently ſhone when 
he came to die. In the Time of his Sickneſs he 
ſhewed an humble, holy, and chearful Reſignation 
of himſelf to the wiſe and merciful Diſpoſal of 
God, his heavenly Father. Not one repining 
Word was heard to proceed out of his Mouth: 
He was dumb and opened not his Mouth, becauſe it 
was the Lok D that did it, PC. xxxix. 9. There 
was not ſo much as an impatient or uncomely Mo- 
tion ſeen in him: But being full of Faith and 
Chriſtian Courage, he feared not Death, but would 
often ſay, O how happy a Thing is it, by Death tr 
be above the Poſſibility of Sinning. 


He often declared, that in his younger Days he 
had been ſorely vexed with Satan's Temptations ; 
but at laſt meeting with a plain, honeſt Chriſtian, 
and complaining of his Fears, he firſt rebuked 
him, and then inſtructed him, ſaying, <* You look 
« at the Reward without minding your Work, in 
« that you deſire and expect Aſſurance, before 
„% you have well reſolved of doing your Duty. 


„ My Advice therefore is, to mind what Gop 
„requires of you in your preſent Station, and be 
**. ſerzous and diligent therein, and Aſſurance will 

«© come 
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« come in God's due Time.” This Advice, he 
profefled, was of great, Uſe to him all his Life af- 
ter; ſo that from that Time forward he was not 
troubled with ſuch perplexing Thoughts: But 


| lived and died in Peace both with Gop and Man, 


Laſily, His Power and Prevalency in Prayer was 
very remarkable. lat) ne vant 


LE» 73+ J30QITTITF 10 


THe wiſe Solomon tells us (Prov. xii. 2.) That 
a good Man abtaineth Favour of the LORD, that is, 
he hath what he will of Gop. It is written. of 
Luther, Ie vir potuit a Deo quicquid valuit: That 
by his Prayer he could prevail with Gop at his 
Pleaſure ; Melancibon and Myconius, being ſick of 
deſperate Diſeaſes, were both recovered by Luthers 
Prayers. Sozomon ſaith of Apollonius, That he ne- 
ver aſked any Thing, of Gop which he obtained. 
not. Bleſſed is he that hath what he will, and 
wills Nothing but what he ſhould. The Perſons 
of Saints (ſaith a reverend Divine) are like ſecret 
Pledges of common Quiet, and their Meditations 
and Prayers are a Shield to the Earth againſt the 
Wrath of Heaven. Faithful Prayer (faith another) 
is able, after a Sort, to alter Gop's Mind, and to 
transfuſe a Dead Palſy into the Hands of Omni- 
potency ; as Exod. xxxii. 10. where Gop is fain 
to beſpeak his own Freedom, Let Me alone. © 


We have many Examples in Scripture of the 
Power and Efficacy of Prayer. Jaceb would have 
a Bleſſing, and by Prayer wreſtled and prevailed. 
The Woman of Canaan (Matt. xv. 23.) came for 
a Cure, and a Cure ſhe would have, and ſhe had 
it at laſt, with an high Commendation of her 
Faith. Gop; heaps Mercies upon his Suppliants, 
and blames them for their Modeſty in aſking: 

Vox. XLIX. its « _ Hitherto 
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Hitherto (ſaid He) ye have aſted Nothing; that is 
Nothing to what you might and ſhould. - Af and 


have, that your Joy may be full, John xvi. 24. 
Many other Scripture Examples might be pro- 
duced, but leſt any ſhould think that the like are 


not to be found in our Days, take Notice of theſe 


Inſtances following: 


WHEN an Order was fent to Mr. inter from 
the Parliament, to attend their Commiſſioners into 
Ireland, his Wife was very unwilling, and ſome 
of their near Relations came on Purpoſe to diſ- 
ſuade him. In this Strait he retired into his Study 
(as his uſual Manner was in like Caſes) and there 
with much Earneſtneſs ſpread the Matter before 
Gon, craving his Direction therein. And the 
LorD was pleaſed to ſet it upon his Spirit, that 
he ſhould go, and be carried in Safety thither, and 
there become an Inſtrument of converting many 
Souls to Gop. When he had declared this to his 
Wife and Friends, they acquieſced, and fo he re- 
ſolved upon that Journey : And though they took 
Shipping in the midſt of Winter, and went with 
a Maſter that was not well acquainted with thoſe 
Seas, yet they found the Seas calm, and their Paſ- 
ſage ſo ſpeedy, that the Captain of the Ship ſaid, 
in his whole Life he had never known ſo calm and 
ſpeedy a Paſſage. 2 125 3 


Nor long after Mr. Winter's coming into Jre- 
land, he went with the Commiſſioners unto Kil- 
kenny, where Col. Fones's Wife fell fick of the 
Yellow Jaundice, and ſome other Diſtempers; 
her Huſband invited certain Miniſters, and ſome 
other Friends 'to ſpend ſome Hours in Prayer in 
her Behalf: And Mr. T/inter was the laſt Man 
that prayed; but before he began, he aſked her, 
Whether ſhe had Faith to be healed ? She an- 

gi 7" > ſwered, 
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Judged the had loſt her Hearing. Mr. Winter re- 
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ſwered, She thought ſhe had. Then he went to 
prayer, and wreſtled-exceedingly with Gop; and 
when be had done, he went again to her, and 
ſaid, That ſhe ſhould live, and not die at that 
Time: At this Saying of bis, his Wife and Siſter 
were much troubled, and told him in private, they 
would have given, much Money rather than that 
he ſhould have ſpoken ſo. But he again told them 

that ſhe ſhould not die at that Time. 


- 
# « # 1 


Ver ſhe continued very weak for a Month or 
more, till her Doctors gave her up for a dead 
Woman, _ whereupon, Mr. Winter's Wiſe again 
blamed. him, for his confident Saying, That the. 
muſt live ; ſo which he ſmilingly anſwered, Well,, 
lde is not yet dead. At length her Diſeaſe ſo pie: 
vailed, that ſhe. loſt the Uſe of her Senſes, and her, 
Servants that ſtood weeping about her ſaid, Now 
ſhe is near. Death indeed. The Saturday follow-. 
ing, as Mr. Winter ſat at Dinner, a Meſſenger. 
came to him, from Col. Jones, to tell him, that if 
he would ſee. his Wife alive, he muſt come away, j 

eſenfly, for ſhe was now a dying. At this Mrs. 

inter Was, much, troubled, becauſe of her H u. 
dand's former Confidence in promiſing her Life: 


But Mr. inter made no Ha to be gone, 
ſaying, That he knew well when Gop anſwered 


bs Prayers, and when not... ür 0 


Arrzz be had. dined he went to the Houſe, 
where he found the Colonel ſitting by her, ceady , 
to cloſe. her Eyes. ſo ſoon as the Breath departed 
out of her Body, for ſo ſhe had enjoined him in 
the Time of her Health. She lay ſpeechleſs, and 
without the Uſe of her Senſes, not anſwering, nor 
moving her Eyes, though her Huſband and Mr. 
Winter called unto her, whereupon, her Huſband. 
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zuelfed” that he might pray with Her 7 he: 
Mowand refuſed, ſaying, She was benſeleg, and 
Rad been a dying a 4 Morning. Mr. Winter 
urged again hat he might Pray. : NO raid the 
Colonel] it is to no Purpoſe ; ſhe is a dead Wo- 
man.” Yet Mr. Winter urged the 1 ph 47 6 
that” he mi iert pray, ſaying, Her Life al 

Rer; and fo he went to pes rayer with "mu 

neſtneſs * Importudity. 

"Witty Pra) er was ended, A *G Itch goirlg to 
Her Bedũde, the get up and "wh 
ſiminpg Countenapce ſaid Fl 0 fee the F 
or Pray er! 'O, ſee the Tut of. Play Fried 
« Up, and de me Something we. cuttd;, 
« Ye not By the Art of D "ot vet 
e Prayers have prevailed with' Gos or nie.” * Ph 
aſked” Her, Nh ſhe. could eat? She anfiweret, 
Adythiig, The They gave her ſothe Bread! and But” 
ter, of which. ſh ! * pretty heartily, _ Then dig 
her Huſbarid fend for her rs; 1 bit ff, bit. 
them. not . an AR Phy 1 ihe 15 th 
i ta none; e gu f 
e 08 Gos, nor wro Pray 4. oe as, N 
to fake any more Phyſick: Nr cou could the # by ly 
Means be perſuaded t „ ene, * 


On Monday following Mrs. Wi ety a 


Mg. anes, walking in her G den, 185 
la An found Fer there. 80 ooh as "Ab 6 
Mes. Winter, ſhe went to meet hes, 20405 faid 4 
ſee, the Fruit of Prayer! Mrs. Winter 
biegen God for her Recovery; 3 Where upon ff e ſaid, 

4 M Doctors would have me take more Phy- 
fick: But it is. G6D that bath New me, 25 
2. ce on br Wig the Foe of i i 5 1 wilt hs 
othing of m; they ſhal ge alt thi | 
We... cured m me: Por G02 by rayer Fae 08e ſen 
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« it. It is Prayer alone that hath done it.” And 
indeed herein G0 made good that gracious Pro- 
miſe, n v. 15. The Prayer of Faith ſhall [ave 
the Sick, and the LorD ſhall raiſe him up. _ _. 
Sou Months after Mr. Vinter with his Fa- 
mily removed to Dublin; and after ſome Time 


the aforeſaid Mrs, Jones fell ſick again; where- 


upon Mr, Winter and his Wife, and her Siſter 
went to viſit her: When they came; ſhe called for 
Mr. Winter to pray with her. A Lady that was 
preſent, coming to Mrs. Winter's Siſter, faid, Do 


you think this good Woman will recover, or not? 
She anſwered, I know. not yet; but when my 


Brother inter hath done Prayer I will. tell you 
more, When Mr. Winter had ended his Prayer, 
ſhe came to her again, and ſaid, What think you 
now ? She anſwered, She believed that ſhe-woul 

not recover, and ſo ſaid Mrs. Winter alſo. The 
Reaſon whereof was, becauſe: they obſerved that 
in his Prayer he was more earneſt in praying for 
the ſpiritual and eternal Welfare of her Soul, than 
for her bodily Health. - 1 


Wurd they were returned Home, Mrs. inter 
aſked her Huſband what he thought of her? He 
anſwered, She will die. And this he ſaid, beczuſe 
when in Prayer he would have begged of God to 
reſtore her to Health, he could not do it; but 
could only pray for her eternal Happineſs. It is 
the Obſervation. of a Reverend Divine: < That 
when Gop intends not to hear, He lays the Key 
of Prayer out of the Way, as being loath that ſuch 
precious Breath as that of Prayer is, ſhould: be 
without full and clear Succeſs.” RW 


Ar length Mrs, Jones finding herſelf very weak, 
ſent for Mr. Winter to pray with her, and after 
. Prayer 


20 Nr Livewf 


Aae faid unte Him: 4e Sir, I fear you fore tne” hot 
ſs much as nm © Gon heard your Prehn 
for me when I was dying at Ki/temy, but now you 
do not pray ſo earneſtly for my Life as you did 
_ No (ſaid he) I neither do, nor can do it, 
ugh I love you as well as ever: For when I 
woe pra 1 wur Life, my Tongue is turned 


your eternal Velfare. Fherefbre ! 
of rg gabe ure not a Woman fot this World. 
And it pet Go e to take het th Fim 
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Ar 2 Time Mrs. Witte Ster Left 
for A eft her only Son” with her; Aer a 


while i felf into Uo high Fever, add ve 
e Maid, with whottr the Child lay, 


ned » Miſtreſs and told her, ſhe feared the 
HIS Had the Plague, for that he had many Spots 
in his Bofom ; and the Plague, at this Time was 
in Dube. Mis. White preſently ſent for a Doc 
tor, who, when he had ſeen un, ſaid, he much 
feared the Chiſd's Life. Hereupon Mrs, Wint:r 
went to her Huſband in his Study, requeſting him 
that he would be earneſt with Gop for the Chile $ 
Life. At Noon, when her Hufband came down, 
we aſked Him, what he thought of the Child? He 
batf her not trouble wt for the Child would 
five: Before the next the Child began tb 
aitlend, and within a few + Dije perfedtly well. 


 Waarsr thly were" fi Dubin Mes." Winter 
Siſter's Hufband, being upon his Oecaſions in 
Londen, fell dangerbuff ek his Phyficians aftet 
2 Time gave him up for dead. Another of Mrs. 
Winter's Siſter's wrote Her Word of it; adding, 
that ſhe believed before that Letter could come to 
ner Hands he would be dead and buried. As foor 
NA received it, WEVEYE defiretf that that Af. 


ter noon 
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teruoon fight be (et apart tb ſeek Gon 3 and ac” 
cordingly forme Miniſters and Chriſtians were in- 
vited to meet together for that End: When the 
Time was come, Mrs. Vinter requeſted her Huſ- 
ban to come away, for the Company were met: 
He had bad her go before; for he muſt endeavout 
to know of the Lord whether he was yet living 
ot n: When ſome of the Minifters had prayed; 
Dr. Wirtter cume in. They prayed with Submif- 
flon,”' that if he where 2 the Land of the 
Living, the Lox p would be pleaſed to be his 
Phyſician. But in the Cloſe of the Day, when 

Dr. Winter came to pray, he ſpake with 'Confi- 
dence, that he was alive! When Dr. Winter was 
riſen from his Knees, he went to his Siſter in- 
Liw, and took her by the Hand, _—_ Be 
of godd Comfort, for your Huſband is alive, and 
ſhall recover; and you ſhall fee him again with 
Joy.“ Slie crying our aloud, ſaid, Ah, Brother, 1 
feat he is dead: Do you think he is ave? T 
know (ſaid he) that he is alive,” and repeated 
over his former Words: And accordingly in their 
next Letters they heard of his Rec 


Tux laſt Time the Soldiers pulledthe Parliament 
in Pieces, Dr. Winter and his Friends in Dublin were 
in great Fears of the Confuſtons that were Hke to fol- 
low: Whereuport he kept weekly Faſts with his Con- 
gregation for a great while together? And one Time 
as he was praying, in Imitation 'of Abraham's 
praying for Sadom, he uſed ſuch ike Expreſſions: 

R, wilt Thom alſo deſtroy the Right:ous with the 
Wicked 9+ Peradventure there be fifty thoujand Righs 
teous within theſe three Kin Mili Tou alſo 
deftroy, and not fpare theſe Nations for fifty thbuſand 
Riphtemns that are therein? And when he came 
tothe jaſt Number bf ten thouſand, as he kneel- 
ed againſt à Poſt in the Noom, he ſaw a great 
* | | ſhining 
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ſhining Light about him, and heard perſeity. a 
Voice, ſaying ; The Nations hall be * for ten 
thouſand een Perſons Sale. | | 


VUeon. this be turned his Prayer i into SE and 
Thankſgivings, inſomuch as all the Company 
could not but take Natice of it, tho' none of them 
| heard: the Voice but himfelf only. Dr. inter 

afterwards told his Wife, that he perceived a Voice 
might be ſpoken to one in a Room where many 
were, and yet none elſe hear it. And when he 


lay upon his Death- Bed, bis Wife aſked him again 


about it, and he faid that he did as certahly and 
plainly hear it, as he hears her then ſpeak. 


AFTER he remenes to England, be, — his 
Wife, ſojourned for a, Month in Dr. Drake's 
Houſe, in. which Time his ſecond Daughter fell 
fick of the Twiſting of her Guts. She lay in great 
Torments from Menday till Saturday Night, and 
the Doctors had little Hopes of her Life. On Sa- 
turday in the Evening Dr. Vier came in, and 
meeting her Siſter, enquired how ſhe, did ? Her 
Siſter anſwered, ſhe was near Death ; for that the 
Doctors having preſcribed Something to. be given 
ber in a Spoon, her. Teeth were fo ſet that her 
Aunt and ſhe had much: ado to open them to put 
it into her Mouth: But (ſaid ſhe) Sir, what do 
ou think of her? Give me (ſaid he) a Candle that 
may go into my Chamber, and anon I will tell 
you whether ſhe ſhall live or die. When he came 
down, ſhe met him at the Foot of the Stairs, and 
aſked him, What he thought of her now He an- 
ſwered, Your Siſter will live.” And ſo going 
up into his Chamber, he ſpake to his Wife, and 
bid her iſe all Means for her Recovery; for (ſaid 
he) <« She muſt not die at this Time.“ His Wife 


vegge® of him not to be ſo confident, for there 
were 
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were no Hopes of her Recovery ; yet he told her 


Mother and. Aunt, that ſhe ſhould recover. His 


Wife was much troubled at it, notwithſtanding 


her many Experiences. But the next Day Signs 


of Recovery began to appear, and within a little 
Space ſhe was perfectly well. 


OTHER Inſtances of his Power and Prevalency 
in Prayer might be given; but theſe may ſuffice, 
as evidently demonſtrating, that the Loxp our 
(50D never ſaith to the Seed of Jacob, Seek ye my 
Face in vain, 


End of Dy. Winter's Lirs. 
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I. Of Mr. Hun KENnxeDy, 


KY" Ucn KENNEDY, though he was no Mi- 

H « nifter, yet he was an eminent Inſtrument 
2 of promoting the Goſpel in the Place 

| where he lived. He was Provoſt of Air. 
Once when the Merchants Ships which belonged 
to that Town were at Sea, amongſt whom. was his 
Son John, he went early one Morning, before 
Break of Day, to the Houſe of his familiar Friend 
John Steward, deſiring him to riſe and go with 
him to a private Room; whereat he was exceed- 


ingly 
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ingly aſtoniſned: But whilſt he delayed, he ſaid to 
him, lt is no Time to linger; let us go pray; 

for my Son, with the reſt of our Friends now at 
Sea, are at this very Time upon the Nick of pe- 


tiſhing;“ And after be had ſpent ſome Time in 
Prayer, he aroſe chearfully, and ſaid, “ Now they 
are ſafe.” John Steward, who had wrote this 
down, with the Day and Hour, at the Return of 
the Ship particularly enquired, and found that it 
exactly anſwered all Circumſtances; and that in 
that very Hour they were in Appearance paſt Hope 
of Safety, and by en extraoxdinary; Providence 


delivered. 


Oxe Day, being for many Hours alone in 
Prayer, he came forth with an unuſual Chearful- 
neſs; and his Friends enquiring the Reaſon, he 

aid, It was no Wonder, far he had that Day 
obtained Mercy of Gop for himſelf and all his:” 
Which alſo came to paſs, for there was not one of 
his Children, : but was eminently holy. Whilſt he 
was dying, a Miniſter ſaid, You have Cauſe, Sir, 
to be aſſured that the Angels are waiting to convey 

ur Souls into Abraham's Boſom. He anſwered, 
«I am ſure thereof; and if the Walls of this Houſe 
could ſpeak, they could tell how many ſweet Days 
J have had in ſecret Communion with Gop, and 
how familiarly He hath dealt with my Soul.” 


THE Morning + te cat wok; km, baving 


las he uſed): eaten an Egg, he ſaid to his Daughter, 
„I am yet hungry, bring me another Egg; but 
preſently after falling into a deep Meditation, after 
he had muſed a While, he ſaid, „ Hold, Daugb- 
ter, hold; my Maſter calls me:“ Whereupon be 
eulled for a Bible, but finding his Sight gone, be 
Gid; “ Purn me to the eighüh Chapter of the 
Epiſtle) to the Romans, and ſet any Finger at theſe 


| Words, 
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Words, 1 am perſuaded that neither Death nor Life. 
ſhall ſeparate me from the Love of Gop, which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus, my Loxp. Now (faid he) is my 
Finger upon them?”” And when they told him it 
was, without ſpeaking any more, he ſaid, Now 
Gop be with you, my Children; I have break- 
faſted with you, and ſhall ſup with my Loxp 


Fox bes this Night.” And ſo he gave up the 


bb Ebb rk 
II. Of Mr. Parxicx e 


R. PATRICK SIMPSON was ſome Time Mi- 
niſter at Cramond, and afterwards tranſlated 

to Sterling. In his Youth he attained to 

great Exactneſs in the Languages, and read many 
Authors; and being told by ſome, that they won- 


dered why he ſpent ſo much Time in reading Pagan 


Authors? He anſwered, c That he purpoſed to 
dedicate all theſe Jewels which he borrowed from 


= Aegyptiens, towards the building the Houſe of 
o. | 


His Life was moſt exemplary for Piety, and 
Faithfulneſs in the Service of his Maſter, which 
preached no leſs in that Part of the Country where 
he lived, than did his Doctrine. His Wife, a 
gracious Woman, and the Wife of his Youth, 
with whom he had lived in great Love, fell fick 
which proved her laſt Sickneſs, In her Weakneſs 
ſhe was ſorely aſſaulted by Satan, who ſuggeſted. 
to her, That ſhe ſhould be given over into his 
Hands: And it ended in a viſible Diſtraction, 
Vox. XLIX. 2 which 
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which for a Time grew upon her: So that, moſt 
unlike her former Practice, ſhe would break forth 
into dreadful and horrid Expreflions, and wete 
moſt violent on a Sabbath Morning, when Mr. 
Stmpſen was going to preach; whereupon, with a 
heavy Countenance he ſtood ment for a Time, and 
at laſt kneelcd down and prayed: After which, 
turning to the Company, he ſaid, He was fure 
that they who were now Wirneſles, ſhould yet fee 
a gracious Change, and that the Devil's Malice 
againſt that poor Woman ſhould have a ſhametu] 


Foil. 


Hen DiftraQion . — il Ti 2 '”, Arguft 
9, which Morning, at the very Dawiung of it, be 
went into his Garden, and fliut the Door, where, 
for many Hours he was alone: But a godly Wo- 
man, one Helen Garner, Wife io one of, the. 
Bailiffs of Stirling, who had been with his Wife 
all Night, apprehending that Mr. S:mp/ou might 
much hurt himſelf by G1ief.and Faſting, did climb 
over into the Garden: As ſhe came near the Place 
where Mr. Simpſon was, the was terrified with an 
extraordinary Noiſe, which made her fall to the 
Ground; it ſeemed to her like a mighty Ruſhing 
gaf Multitudes running together, and withal, ſhe 

heard ſuch a melodious Sound, as made her judge 
that it was moie than dumag; Whereupon ſhe 
praved to Gon to pardon her Raſhneſs, which ker 
Affection to that Man of Gog had carried her to, 
Afterwards, going forwards, ſhe found him lying 
upon the Ground ; ſhe earnellly entreated him to 
tell her what he had ſrom God: He (when ſre 
had promiſed not to reveal it ſo long as he lived) 
ſaid, * O what am J, that the holy miniſtriag 
Spirit ſhould be ſent by the Loxy to deliver 3 
Meſlage to me! And he told her, that he had a 
Viſion of Angels, who with an audible Voice gave 

"him 


„ 1 
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Mr. Simpſon lived till March, 1618. 
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him an Anſwer from the LokRp concerning his 
Wife's Condition. Returning into his Houſe, he 
ſaid to all that were preſent, . Be of good Com- 
fort, for before ten Hours be paſt, chis Brand ſhall 


be plucked. out of the Fire. After, he prayed by 


his Wife's Bed- ſide, and whilſt he was mentioning 


Zacob's Wreſtling in Prayer, . ſhe ſat upright in the 
d, and caſting by the Curtain, ſaid, Thou 


art this Day Jacob, who haſt wreſtled, and alſo 


prevailed: And; now Gop hath made good his 


Word which He ſpake this Morning to you; for 
I am, plucked out of the Hands of Satan, and he 


1 


ſhall have no more Power over me.“ This Inter- 
ruption made him filent for a Time 

with great Melting of Heart, he proceeded in 
Prayer, and magnihed the Riches of Gop's Love 


ime, but afterwards 


towards her, And from that Hour ſhe ſpake moſt 
chriſtianly and | comfortably. even to her Death. 
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III. Of M.. ANDREW STEWARD. 
© VO TUOOS OG 1 S221 4 $1945 emu IST 428 
Vn oat enix. " 4 Te | 
Was in Jreland an Exerciſe held, 
whereunto a great Multitude affembled, 
and while Ar. Azdr.w Steward, Miniſter 
of Dunager, was feeding his Flock in a large Place 
(for the Numerouſneſs of the, Hearers impoſed; a 
Neceflity upon Fim to preach in the Field) an hor- 


tick blac Cloud hung directly over their Heads, 


75 


which, to all pleſent, threatened a ſtrange pouring 
ing down of Rain; yea, ſome Drops began to fall: 
But Mr. Steward, being much enlarged in his own 
Spirit, craved their Patience whilſt he retired a little 


& 2 - a to 
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to pray. Whilſt he was praying, it was obſerved, 

that the Cloud removed about half a Mile off to 
the Southward, and there fell fo mighty à Rain, 
as cauſed the Brooks ſo to ſwell, that ſome who 
came later than the reſt, could not over ; but 
where they were aſſembled there fell not a Drop, 
fo that he had Opportunity to proceed to the Cloſe, 
to the great Benefit of the Hearers. 1 


Ix the Year 1634, Mr. Steward being invited 
to the Funeral of that Man of Gop, Mr. Jeſſab 
eich, ſtood filent for a Time at the Grave as a 
teriqus Obſeryer of that fad Diſpenfation : Some that 
ſtood by faid, Gon knows who will be next, and 
when none anſwered, he ſaid, I do now; and fo 
turning away, he went Home to Dunager, and 
r Ss the Church, bolted the Door to him, 
where continued about two Hours, and then 
going Home to his Houſe, fell ill, and was buricd 
that Day Month. FL OTE ON NO A004 


War his Wife came Home, whom he had 
left with Mr. Felcbh's Widow, ſhe aſked him what 
he had been doing? He anſwered, © I have been 
taking my Leave of the Church of Dunager, and [ 
was there calling the Stones and Timber to Wit- 
neſs, that in my ſhort Time I had laboured to be 
faithful; and that, according to my Light, I have 
revealed the whole Counſel of God to the People.“ 
After he had lain about fourteen Days, an Engliſb 
Miniſter came to viſit him, and ſaid, I hope, Sir, 
yo do not now repent that you have been faithful? 
anſwered, © I am forry for Nothing but that I 
was too long before I began (be, meant his refiſt- 
ing for ſeveral Years a Call to the Miniſtry) and 1 
Will tell you a ſtrange Thing: Theſe laſt ſeven 


Years there hath not one Day paſſed, without 
Thoughts of Death, and renewed Submiſſion to 
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the Will of Gop therein: Vea, this made me 
neglect my Body, as if it had been Mire in the 
Street.” | 


Tur Night wherein he died, ſundry Chriſtians 
were with him, when, for'a long Time he fell 
into a deep Silence, which ended with heavy 
Groanings. One defired to know what it was that 
troubled him ; but he refuſed to tell : Being much 
urged, he at length ſaid, „I tell you that my 
Hair ſtands on End to foreſee what is coming upon 
theſe Lands :” And being farther preſſed, he ſaid, 
„The bloody Wars of Germany cannot be bal- 
lanced with the Wars of theſe three Kingdoms.” 
What ſay you, Sir? faid one of the Company. 
To whom he anſwered, The dead Bodies of 
many Thouſands, who now deſpiſe the glorious 
Goſpel, ſhall lie unburied as Dung upon the Earth.” 
What then (ſaid ſome) ſhall become of us and our 
Poſterity? He lifted ' up his Voice, and faid, He 
that is fer the Sword to the Sword: He that is for 
Captivity to Captivity: And he that is Pi Famine 
to Famine; for Gop hall be "avenge = theſe 
Lands. And when one ſaid, Is there no Remedy? 
He cried thrice, No Remedy, No Remedy, No Re- 
medy, and fo held his Peace.. And a While after: 
he ſaid, The broken Covenant of Scotland muſt be 
renewed : The Formality of Ireland muft be purged - 
The Prodigality of England removed, and the Sons of 
Saul mu? be hung up before the Sun: Of which laſt 
Words none knew the Meaning. 


Sou of his own Pariſh being preſent, aſked- 
what he would ſay to them; to whom he replied, 
Ile to thee, Dunagor, for the Nettles and the long 
Graſs all be in greater Plenty in thee, than ever 
were People to bear the Mord of Gop. And three 

T3 I 2 3 5 1 ears 
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| Years together after the late Rebellion, this was 
fully accompliſhed. 


Sous aſked him, if he would have his Children 


come to him? He anſwered, No, he had done 
with them. And when they mentioned one of his 
Daughters to him, he delired them to forbear, 
faying, She Hall ſee glorious Days after all this. Then 
having taken his Wife by the Hand (who had 
laid-in but four Days, and now ciept out of her 
Bed to give and take a long Farewell) he ſaid, 
Thou heft in Faithfulneſs ſuffered many Things with 
me in my Pilgrimage; and now wherewih ſball I 
comfort thee, mn le; [He left her with four 


Children, under much Debt} A Father to the Fu- 


therleſs, and a Judge to the I/idow, is Gop in his 
haly itation. As Gop is GroD, thau ſhalt never 
want, nor none of thine But in all the ſad Days that 
are coming, you ſhall be a Yonder of Mercy in every 


Place whither you are carried, and not a Hair of 


your Heads ſhall fall to the Ground. This was fully 
accompliſhed, to the Conviction and Edification 
of many which ſaw it. LET. 
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IV. Of My. Davrpsovn. 


R. Davipson, Miniſter of the Goſpel at 


phetick Spirit, and was eminently 2 


and faithful. Whilſt he was Miniſter at Salt 
Hręſton, the building of the Church was mych de- 


ſired by him, which alſo he much advanced out o 
his own private Intereſt: The Lord Newbattle 
| (who 


1 Sal. Preſton, had an extraordinary 2 | 
ous 


— pL oO exe iow. an oo 


t 
i} 
J 
ad 
W 
cl 
th 
W. 
ſh 


Myr. Davidion. . 283 
(who had great Authority in that Pariſh) promiſing 
to promote it, from which yet he drew back, fo 
that the Work ceafed ; whereupon Mr. Davidſon 
ſaid to him; „ Theſe Walls that were begun to 
be built ſhall Rand as a Witneſs againſt you, that 
e're long Gop ſhall root you out, and your Eſtate 
out of this Pariſh, ſo that you ſhall not have a 
Piece of Land in the fame.” This ſhortly after 
had a viſible Accompliſhment. 8 


Is an Aﬀembly of the Church, Mr. John Spory- 
e and Mr. Law had a Proceſs put in againſt 
them for ſome groſs Miſdemeagors, where Mr. 
Davidſen,. finding a Readineſs il he Aſſembly to 
acquit them by Reaſon of their Parts, he did 
with Earneſtneſs preſs their Depoſition : But being 
croſſed therein, he faid, „ You will needs ſpare 
theſe two Men, the Time is coming wherein they 
will trample upon your Necks:” Which had 
ſhortly after its Accompliſhment. 


Bix at Dinner with Mr. Bruce, who was 
then in great Favour with the King, in returning 
Thanks after Meat had this Expreſſion : «+ Lord, 
thy Servant, here is a great Favourite at Court, and 
had in much Reſpect: - But he ſhall e're long be as 
much perſecuted as he is now favourcd, and ſhall 
go down the Streets when many who now eſteem 
him greatly, will not vouchſaſe to give him a Sa- 
lutation:“ Which afterwards came to paſs. 


AT another Time Mr. Robert Bruce and he 
dining together at the Houſe of a Magiltrete at 
Edinburgh, whilſt he was giving Thanks, he ſaid, 
** LorD, this good Man for thy Sake hath Reſpect 
to thy Servants; but he little knows that within a 
lhort Time he muſt carry us two to Priſon: 55 5 

ords 
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Words did much Trouble that honeſt Magiſtrate, 
but afterward it came exactly to paſs. 


A GenTLEwmaN nearly related to a great Fa. 
mily in that Pariſh where Mr. Davidſon was Mi. 
niſter, a violent Hater of Piety, did upon that 
Account beat a poor honeſt Man that lived there, 
having not the-lcaſt Shadow of Provocation; and 
among many fore Strokes, he gave him one upon 
the Back, uſing theſe Words, T:ke this for Mr. 
Davidſon's Sate: Aﬀter which, this honeſt Man 
was forced for a Time to keep his Bed, complain- 
ing moſt of che Stroke upon his Back, The Sab- 
bath ſollowißßz the Cloſe of his Sermons, Mr. 
Davidſon \peMg about the Oppreſſion e the 
Godly, did particularly inſtance in that late Inſo- 
lence: And then added, „He who hath done this, 
before a few Days be paſt, Gop ſhall give hin 
ſuch a Stroke, as all the Monarchs in the Earth 
cannot do;” and the S-2-2@y following, as this 
Gentleman ſtood before his Door, he was ſtricken 
dead with a Thunder- bolt, and had all his Bones 
broken. * | | 


This Mr. Davidſon, not long before his Death, M oft 
occaſionally meeting with Mr. ahn Ker, a young Tr 
Gentleman who was lately come out of Fran, WM ma 
and had then no Thoughts of entering into the cle. 
Miniſtry, and was in a very courtiy Dreſs; Mtb 
Davidſon ſolemnly charged him to put off (w! 
Scarlet Cloak, and his gilt Sword : “ For you at 
the Man (ſaid he) who muſt ſucceed me in tb 
Miniſtry at this Place.“ This much aſtoniſhel 
the Gentleman for the preſent; yet did he obey 


* 


and immediately ſucceeded him. 
| wy SE! Men jo end 
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and race, 
Terror to Evil doets, and the 
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V. Of Mr. 56-2728 8 


HILST Mr. Robert Bruce was Miniftee 
at Edinburgh, he ſhone as a Br reat Light 


through, the whole Land : Bag ft 
God's Spirit mot we = 


| e was a 
Whority of Gop 

did ſo appear upon him, with = 

his Cauntenance, as forced Fear and Reverence 


panying the. Word which he preg 


a Majeſty in 


from the Greateſt of the Land. Yea, his Carriage 


bad ſuch, an awful Impreſſion upon Weng Jane” 
bimſelf, that before many, he gave this T ut 
of him, That Myr W was, IDE of half 
wen N 


Hz was 2 Man that apo, AP AE, Trouble 
about his own ſpiritual, Condition, and had been 
oft tempted, by Satan to queſtion that fundamental 
5 7 2 et there was a Gop? This coſt him 

many Pays and ! ights wreſtling beſore he could 
clear it up te his own Soul, which occafioned him, 
when he 5 into the Pulpit, after a ſhort Silence 
(which was, bis uſual Way) to ſay, „ think it is 
a great Jas to believe that there is a Gon,” 
It was known to his F riends, what extraordinaty 
Confirmation he had hereof from the LoR D; what 


Familiarity he attained in his ſecret Converſes with 
(op. 2 
. . I 


Taz great Succeſs öf ns Miniſtry at Edinburgh, 


Inverneſs, and other Places whither Providence 
called 


called him, is known to many. Whilſt he was 
confined at [nverne/s, that poor dark Country was 
marvellouſly enlightened by him, and many were 
brought Home to Chr by his Miniſtry, and a 
. * was ſown, which was not worn out for many 
ears. | Aang > me 


Mx. Bruce had the Spirit of Diſcerning in a | 
great Meaſure, and did ſoretell many Things: 


Jiverſe diſtracted Perſons, and others who were Wl x 
paſt Hope of Recovery by Sickneſs, were brought 
to him, who by his Prayers were fully recovered. W 
He was a great Wreſtler with Gop, and had more * 
chan ordinary Familiarity with Him. ' 
A L11TTLE before his Death, when through ; 
Weakneſs he kept his Chamber, there was a Meet. n 
15 of Miniſters, who 3 that he was nl þ, 

own, came to him, and gave him an Account off |, 
"thoſe Times; Mr. Bruce went to Prayer, ail C 


therein ſpread before the Loxp the Subſtance oF ,, 
their Diſcourſe, there was ſuch an extraordinanil = 
Motion upon all preſent, and ſo ſenſible a pouring 

down of the Spirit, that they could hardly contain 5 
themſelecs; yea, there was an univerſal Moti co 
upon others who Wert in other Parts of the Houſe «, 
"though r not the Cauſe of it: And MM 10 
lem of Lathaker, being occaſionally preſent, co 
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R. RoptrT BLair in his younger Days 

out- ran many others in his Studies. When 

he firſt began to preach, by a remarkable 
Providence, he had Mr. Bruce to, his Hearer ; and 
indeed, he was deſirous to have the Judgment of 
ſo great a Man, to whom Mr. Bruce ſaid, ,I found 
your Sermon very. well poliſhed, and digeſted; but 
there is one Thing I miſſed in it, namely, the 
Spirit of God, that I found not.” This made a 
great Impreſſion upon Mr. Blair, and did him 
much Good all his Life after. For divers Years 
he was a Regent in the College of Gla/g:w, where 
he made it his Work to train up thoſe under his 
Charge in the Study of Godlineſs, as well as hu- 
man Learning. „ = 


=y 


Wurd he was put from the College he went to 
his Brother Miniſter at Dumbarton, to whom he 
confeſſed, that by the Way, he could not but fing 
for Joy in the Remembrance of God's helping him 
to be inſtrumental for the Good of the young Men 
committed to his Charge. Afterwards he went 
into Ireland, having a Call to Bangor, and upon the 


| Sight of Land, his Heart leap'd in him for Joy, 


ſo that he was ſcarce able to bear it. When he 


| came near Bangor, he had a ſtrong Impreſſion that 


the Dean of Bangor was ſick unto Death, which 
at fuſt he rejected as an impertinent Suggeſtion ; 
but going forward, it was with ſuch Power impreſſ- 
ed upon his Spirit, as forced him to take Notice 


of it, When he came thither he found indeed 


that 


_ « Conſcience” and died. 
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that the Dean was ſick, and tho' he had been an 
ill Man, yet be made Mr. Blair very welcome, 
and encouraged him to hold on in his Way, and 
told him that he was to ſucceed him in that Charge: 
Yea, he ſpake in a Strain ſo different from what 
was his uſual Manner, that a Gentle woman ſſand- 
ing by, ſaid to ſome others, that an Angel ſpake 
out of the Dean's Bed to Mr. Blair, thinking that 


. 


it could not proceed from ſuch a Man. 


 ArTer ſome Time Mr. Blair with fome of his 
worthy Brethren, were filenced by Biſhop Ec#lin, 
who in the Church of Bangor himſelf pronounced 
the Sentence; whereupon Mr. Blair roſe up pub- 
lickly in the Congregation, and with. great Au- 
thority cited the Biſhop.to appear before the Tri. 
bunal of Chri/?, to anſwer for what he was doing 
contrary to the Light of his own Conſcience; 
whercupon the Biſhop was fo aſtoniſhed that he 
cried out, I appeal from the Tribunal of God's 
« Juſtice to the Throne of his Mercy :” To 
whom Mr. Blair replied, * Sir, your Appeal is 
« rejected : For you know that what you are do- 
e ing is directly againſt your Conſcience : Which 


4 hath made vou to bear Witneſs to us as the Ser- 


« vants of Jeſus Chri/t.” A few Months after the 
Biſhop fell ſick ;the Phyſicians enquiring of him 
what was the Cauſe, he could only ſay, * My 


Mr. BL AIR was by his Brethren fent into Eng- 
gland to petition the King for their Liberty: And 
as he was upon the Way, he was taken with an 
extreme Fit of the Stune, which, made him lye 
upon his Horſe's Neck, not being able. to fit up- 
right. This much troubled him, being a Hin- 
drance to him in ſo important a Buſineſs; Here 
vpon he applied himſelf to Gop in Prayer, and 
On imme di- 
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immediately after trying if poſſibly he could lift up 


| his Back, he found his Pain quite gone, and had 


perfect Eaſe; nor did it return upon him for two 
Years after. | 


A Few Days after in the ſame Journey, his 
Horſe fell very lame, which much troubled him, 


having no Opportunity to provide himſelf with a- 
nother: And hereupon alſo he made his Addreſſes 


to Gop by Prayer, which the Loxp graciouſly 
inclined his Ear to, ſo that his Horſe was (to his 
Amazement) perfectly cured, and without halting 
at all carried him to on. 


Wut he came to London, he endeavoured what 
he could, but could not get Acceſs to the King: 
Vea, ſome that were his Friends at Court, aſſured 
him that he could have no Hope to ſpeed therein, 
is he reſolved not to give over, but to caſt the 
Buſineſs upon the LoR D; for whoſe Service only 
he was importuning for an open Door. One Day 
going to Greenwich, where the Court then was, 
and being weary of waiting without Succeſs, he 
retired, into the Park to pray, and after, much 
Wreſtling with the Loxp,, he had ſo clear a Re- 
turn that he could not but be affured his Way 


ſhould be ſucceſsful; Yet, the Appearance thereof 


being ſo unlikely ; he, in a humble Manner beg- 


; ed a Sign of the LoxD; immediately after the 


ind blowing hard, ſo great a Calm ſuddenly 
followed, that not the leaſt Plant did move or ftir. 


Thence he went back to London, and within a 
few Days had his Petition preſented to the King, 


who accepted of it, and in St. James's Park called 
for him, and with his own Hand did not only ſign 


it, but wrote in the Margin theſe Words, directed 
to the Lord Deputy of Ireland, Indulge the E- 
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<6 ducation of theſe Minit ; or other ar Seo 


<< men.” 


'WaHiLsT he was in England he had a 2291 


concerning the Death of his Wife, and of her ly- 


ing in luck a Bed, and of a Chriſtian Friend being 
by. her, who; was his particular Acguaintance: 


| When he came Home he found his Wife well, but 


a little after ſhe fell ſick, and died in the ſame Bed, 
With that Friend fitting by her, and} wich all other 
particular n 


vn. Of” Mr Jer WI en. 


R. 7 WELSH, was not long ſince Mi. 
er of Kircudbright, and afterwards tran- 
| "flated to the Church, of Air, 1 whom Mr. 
Kube, art calleth, an heaven „pro N. and 
2 ick Man, aſſuring. as, that 7 each . 


four H outs, he 75 Nie bt ii Prayer: Vea, 


be many Da ys and ts in Faſting and Ke 
he PI pane of the Church, and for 
the Sufferings of the reformed Churches abroad. 
It was his uſual Manner in the coldeſt Winter 


N. ichts to riſe for Prayer; and oſt- times his Wife 


hath riſen to ſeek dich, and ſound him lying on 


the Ground weeping, and wreſtling with the Lozp: 
And he would be much of the Night in the Church 
of Air upon that ane, One Time eſpecially 
ſhe found him overcharged with Sorrow, where- 

e tald her, Tbat e had that to preſs him, 


Which lhe had not, namely, the Charge of three 


thouſand Souls which be muſt anſwer for, hi! It 


he knew not how it was with many 2 them. And 


at 


„„ 
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at another Time, when ſhe found him alone, his 
„ Spirit was overwhelmed, with Anguiſh and Grief, 
and when ſhe aſked him the Renſon of it? He an- 
ſwered, that the Times it were coming upon 
7 Sotland for the Contempt of the Goſpel, would be 
arne 


Wurst he was a Priſoner in Blackneſs he wrote 

t to a Chriſtian Lady, That Teſus Chrift is a King, 

, and hath a viſible Kingdom 1 in "the World, even 

r his Church; which is as free to keep its Courts, 

and to exert Diſcipline, by Virtue of an intrinſick 
Power from Chri/t, as any Kingdom on the Earth: 

| Fer in the Cloſe of his Letter, he foretold that 

; A was coming upon Scotland, firſt by an 

inteſtine Sword, and then by the Sword of a Stran- 

er, and that there ſhould be a great Slaughter, 

oth of great Men and e which mY, — 


51 ay ON » 2 f1 £3 
to ſec. E Tr f n 
8 4 * * \ * 4 L 2 . 
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| Joh ING of Air, coming to vii him 
in Priſon, found him in a more then ordinary Way 
troubled, and enquiring of him what was the Rea- 

ſon of it? He faid, John, you f ſhould, not be here, 

go Home to Ai; for the Plague of God is broken, 

in upon that Place; and cauſe Hug þ, Kennedy to 
convene the People in the Streets 400 pray toge- 
ther, and the Lok b ſhall hear Hu, h Kennedy, and 
remove that Stroke. This at firſt aſtoniſhed Jah, 
and made him queſtion the Trut *heteof: But ar? 
his Return, he found it in every Thing ab this 


of 89 MRT 3 3; 804 24 i volle r * My 


"Tax King « ching in the 1 85 of De ath i 
tg Baniſhment, hi inging ove init ce Whe re in, in“ 
a Hort Time ne earned he" rench 12. erg. 
Mr. Trochrig, in his Comment upon the Epheſans,, . 


"i hat being called to jt to preach a at  Salmurz, be- 


fore 
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fore one of the moſt learned Auditories in all France, 
he performed it with ſuch Boldneſs and Authority, 
as though he had been before àa mean Congregation, 
_ Trachrig being aſtoniſhed at it, aſked, him, Whence 
he had that Confidence preaching. before ſuch. a 
judicious Congregation, in a ſtrange Tongue? To' 
which he anſwered, in an humble and modeſt | 
Manner, as one rather. dejected then <lated, That | 
when he. conſidered his being before the Lorn, 
and that, he was delivering his Meſſage, he could 

not regard the Perſons, either of the Great or Mean. 


| 
| 
Wulst he was Miniſter at St. Jobs de Angel, | 

a Proteſtant Town in France, where his Miniſtry 
was bleſſed with great Succeſs, the Civil Wars 
breaking out, that City was beſieged by the Peopiſh 
Party: The Town being ready to be taken, the 6 
Enemies having raiſed a Battery, and made a con- 
fiderable . Breach in the Wall, Mr. Hb, being 
informed hereof (who bad much encouraged the 
Citizens by telling them that their Enemies ſhould | 
not prevail againſt them) went himſelf with the 
Canonier up to the Walls, and deſired him to 
charge ſuch a Piece of Canon, and ſhoot ; for Gon ' 
would direct that Shot, and cauſe it to proſper, ] 
which accordingly was done, and to the Aſtoniſh- y 
| 

t 

| 


„ 


ment of the Spectators, it diſmounted the Enemies 
Canon from that Battery, and the LokrD was 

pleaſed ſo to order Things afterwards, that the King 
agreed with the Citizens upon good Terms. 

Taz Sabbath following ſome of that Placc, fer- 
ing Mr. W's Danger, did ſeriouſly deſife be t 
would not preach that Day, fer that the Court was, 
there: But by no Entreaty would he be .hindered 
from the Diſcharge of his Duty, telling them, 
That he would adventure to pieach Gon's Word, 
and truſt the Lox D with what concerned _ 4 

[- V1] * 


el SE: a ALEXA. att. A... cond * 


with due Reverence bowing 


Mr. John Welch. 


He had that Day a very great Auditory 

Friends and others, who came upon the b * 
ſuch a Man's Preaching : But whilſt he was in his 
Sermon, a great Man of the Court was ſent with 
fome of the King's own. Guard; to bring him pre- 
ſently before the King. Whilſt he was entering the 
Church, with ſome Difficulty by Reaſon of the 
Crowd, Mr. H/{þ turning bimſelf towards the 
Door defired the People to make Way for one of 


2 


the great Peers of France. And when he was come 


near the Pulpit to execute his Commiſſion, Mr. 
Welſh, with great Authority ſpake to him, and in 
the Name of his Maſter Jeſus Chrift charged him, 
that he ſhould not diſturb the Worſhip of Gop ; 
wherewith the Nobleman was ſo affrighted, that 
he fell a trembling, yea, was forced to crouch 

down, and make no farther Diſturbance. ** 


Tun Sermon being ended, Mr. Welch, with great 
Submiſſion, went to the King, who was much in- 
cenſed, and with a frowning Countenance, aſked, 
who be was, and how he durſt be ſo bold as to 
preach Hereſy ſo near his Perſon? To which, 
himſelf, he anſwered, 
Jam, Sir, a Servant, and Miniſter of 70% Cbriſ, 
whoſe Truth I preached this Day, which if your 
Majeſty did rightly know, you — have come 
1 and heard it. And for my Doctrine, 


I did this Day rr 


Firſt TraT Man by Nature i is in a loſt Cen- 


dition; and that by his on Soy he is not able- 


to ro Wan 


— Tur e! is 20 Sadektionhs ris 
own Merits, but by Feſus —_ and his crit 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, I PREACHED this Day the juſt Liber- 
ties of the Kingdom of France ; that your Majeſty 
oweth Obedience to Chriſ only, who is Head of 
the Church: And that the Pope, as he is an Enemy 
to Chriſt and his Truth, ſoalfo to the Kings of the 


Earth, whom he keepeth under Slavery to his uſurped 


Power. The King for a Time, being filent, and 
aſtoniſhed, turned to ſome about him, and ſaid, 
Surely this is a Man of Gop : After he communed 
with him, and diſmiſſed him with great Reſpect. 


Tur Year following, the Differences continue- 


ing between the King and Proteſtants, that City 
was again beſieged, taken, and in Part plundered, 
as Mr. Neſſp did publickly foretell : At which Time 
the King paſſed a ſolemn Order, that none ſhould in 


the leaſt wrong Mr. Hf, or any Thing that be- 


longed to him under the higheſt Penalties, and af- 
rerwards he gave him a ſafe Conduct to tranſport 
himſelf into England, where he died: King James 
refuſing, to give him Leave to return into his own 
Country, though he was earneſtly petitioned: by his 
Wife to grant that Favour to her Huſband: for his 
Health's Sake. During his Sickneſs he was ſo filled 
and overcome with the Enjoyment of Gon, that 


he was ſometimes over-heard in Prayer, to uſe theſe 


Words, Lok hold thy Hand; it is enough: Thy 
Servant is a Clay Veſſel, and can hold no more.“. 

Wulst he was Miniſter at Air, there came 
two Men with Packs of Cloth to the Town's End 
from a Neighbour Town, in a Time when a 
Plague was in ſome Places of the Country, yet the 
Town whence they came was not at all ſuſpected to 
be infected. The Centry at the Bridge ſtopped 
them till the Magiſtrate came, and though he could 
not diſallow their Paſs, yet would not the Magiſtrate 
ſuffer them to come in, till he had ſent for Mr. 


Welfh. A little after Mr. I elſb coming, the Ma- 


giſtrate 


— . — — — 
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= ſaid to him; Sir, here are Men come from 


uch a Place; we have heard of no Plague there: 
Beſides, they have a Paſs: from known Men: What 

would you adviſe; us to do? Mr. Meiſb anſwered 
Nothing for the preſent, but uncovering his Head in 
the Midſt of the Company that'follow's him, and 
lifting up his Eyes to Heaven (yer without ſpeaking) 
near Half a Quarter of an Hour, at laſt he ſaid, 
Baily, cauſe theſe Men to be gone; for if Gop 
be in Heaven, the Plague is in theſe Packs. The 
Men going away, opened their Packs at Cumnoct, 
which ſo infected the Town, that all the Inhabi- 


_ tants died, not one being left to bury the Dead. 


Ons Night, being under an axtreedingry 
Preſſure of Spirit to go and pour forth his Soul un- 
to Gop: He left his Wife in Bed, and going out 
into a Garden, (ſpent moſt of the Night in Prayer 
and Praiſe: His Wife miſſing him fo Jong, at 
length went to ſeek him, and not finding him in 
his ordinary Place, the went into other Gardens by 
ſuch Paſſages as the knew: At laſt ſhe heard a 
Voice, and drawing near ſhe heard him ſpeak theſe 
Words with great ee, accompanied with a 
Flood of Tears, „ Gop ! wilt thou not give me 
dcetland? OGop | wilt thou not give me Scotland?” 
She being afraid to interrupt him, went Home, and 
heard not the Cloſe. Ar length he came Home,. 
and going to Bed, his Wife mildly reproved him 
for his Unmercifulneſs to himſelf : Then ſhe aſked 
him what it was that he was ſaying ? For ſhe told 
him, ſhe heard him: „Well ſaid he, you had better 
have been in your Bed; I tell you I have endured 
a great Fight for Scotland this Night, and hardly 
could I prevail that a Remnant * be e 
Yet Gop will be cio? : 150 


AETERWARDS he aroſe another Night (as his 
frequent Manner was) but went not out into the 
Garden, 
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Garden, but into another Chamber, where be {v 


taboured and groaned, that his Wife hearing him, i 
went ſeveral 'Times to draw him to Bed: But he ſ 
ſtayed his Time, and then returned, His Wife 
with a modeſt Expoſtulation, blamed him for tar. h 
rying ſo long: „Hold thy Peace, ſaid he, it will be 
well with us: But I ſhall never preach another Ser- IQ *; 
mon in Air.“ Then falling aſleep, before he awak- WU © 
ed, a Meſſenger came who was ſent to carry him iſ / 
Priſoner to Edinburgh Caſtle. e 1 

| | 2 10 


Wrir.sT he was Priſoner there, the Lord Lebil- mn 
try was Governor of the Caſtle, whoſe Siſter was 6 
Mr. Mes Mother: in- Law; he cauſed Mr. D I 
to ſup with him one Night at his own Table, where Pa 
alſo were ſeveral other Gentlemen, and among i ''* 
them a Pfiſb Youth, Mr. Wl laboured to en- e 
tertain the Company with edify ing Diſcourſe, which I bis 
all attended to ſave this young Papiſt, who with 
Laughter and Derifion ſought to ſilenee him. Af- I be 
ter Supper the Guefts fitting ſtill, this Youth ſtood ff cal 
up at the lower End of the Table, and whilſt Mr. anc 
Wlfp proceeded to gracious Diſcourſes, the Youth 
grew'to that Infolency as with his Finger to point 
at him, and to make wry Mouths at him, whereby 
he ſo grieved that holy Man, that on a ſudden he 
was forcee to Silence. 
Tux whole Company, that were much delighted 
with his Diſcourſes, were filent alſo: But a While 
after Mr. Velſh brake forth into theſe Words: Gen- 
tlemen, the Spirit of Go is provoked againſt us, 
and I ſhall entreat you not to be afraid to fee what 
Gop will do amongſt you before you riſe from the 
Table; for He will ſtrike ſome one of you with 
Death before you go hence. All were aſtoniſned, 
waiting with Fear to fee the Iſſue : And while all 
Men feared themſelves; except this infolent Yout); 


he fell down dead amor g them. 
nn 


Mr. John Welſh. 297 


ONE Day as Mr. }1þ looked out of his Window 
in the Caſtle, he ſaw the Governor, to whom he 
ſaid, GoD ſave you, my LoD: The Governor 
aſced him how he did; and wherein he might ſerve 
him? In Nothing, faid Mr. Velſb, except you 
would carry a Petition to his Majeſty for my Liber- 
ty to preach the Goſpel, I willingly will, faid the 
Governor, therefore ſend it to me. Nay, faid Mr. 
Helſb, I am your Kinſman, and love you fo well 
as to warn you not to undertake it except you re- 
lolve to deal truly in delivering it, and in getting 
me an Anſwer. I will bear the Blame, ſaid the 
Governor, if I do it not. So he undertook it; but 
when he came to the King, finding him in a great 
palhion upon ſome other Occaſion, he judged it 
not meet at that Time to preſent it; and afterwards 
neglected, and at laſt, quite ſorgot it, ſor which, 
his Heart ſmiting him, he durſt hardly be ſeen of 
Mr. Weiß for three Months after. Yet at length, 
he came to the ſame Place, where Mr. Welßb at firſt 
called to him. Mr. J/21þ aſked him how he did, 
and what was become of his Petition ? The Gover- 
nor being ſurprized, anſwered ; I delivered it to 
his Majeſty ; but he being in a Paſſion, it ſeems 
that it was neglected. Nay, my Lord, ſaid Mr. 
Welch, you ſhould not lye to Gop and me; I know 
that you delivered it not, and I am ſorry my Lord 
for your Lot: I warned you not to be falſe to Gop, 
and now I tell you, God ſhall take your Eſtate, 
and Honours in Scotland from you, and give them 
to your Neighbour. This much troubled the 
Lord Uchiltry; but ſo it came to paſs; for he was 
forced to quit all, and to give both his Eftate and 
lonours to James, the Son of Captain Fames, the 
ccond Brother, who was the laſt of that Houſe. 


d of the Lives of ſome Eminent PERSONS of the 
Church of Scotland. | 
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Mr. THO. CANTON, 
Someriml Miniſter of the Goſpel at St, 


Bartholomew's, behind the Rorar Ex- 
CHANGE, LonDoONg 


A N D 


Late Provedice to the E Engli Congregation at 
| Rotterdam, in HoLLAND, | 
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Mr. THO MAS CAWTON, 


Late Minifter of the Goſpel at bunu. 
in Holland. 


in Norfolh, in the Year 1605, of honeſt 
Parents, under whoſe Tuition he remained 
*till he was capable of being improved for 
" her Deſigns than thoſe of his Infancy. From 

ild he had ſo a ſtrong Inclination to the Mini- 
fry, that Nothing could divert him from follow- 


ing that Employment. 
Hrs Parents ſeeing hind endued with 90 * a 


> To in No CAwTON was born at Rainham 


Principle, were follicitous how to bring him 
Vo. XII. B b ä 
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rning, but being much diſcouraged by the 
pos of their Eſtate, they were in Suſpence, 
having their Eyes towards Gop, whoſe Hand 
favouring their intended Enterprize, ftirred up 
Friends above Expectation, and particularly pro- 
cured the Patronage of Sir Roger Townſend, 3 
of Nerfelt, eminent for Parts and Piety. 


Wurx he came a little to underſtand himſelf 
and the Uſe of Learning, he was ſo unwearied in 
the Purſuit of it, that to out - ſtrip others, he did 
conſtantly riſe very early Summer and Winter; 
inſomuch that though he had a great Way to go 
to School, yet he would be there before his Maſter 
was ſtirring, and had Admittance into his Maſter's 
Chamber, where he did every Morning conſtrue a 
Chapter in the Greet Teſtament at his Bed - ſide: 
By this Means he got an exact Skill in the Greet 
Text, inſomuch that he could at the firſt Sight 
explain Chapter or Verſe in the whole Teſtament; 
and this he would often: fay he got by the By, 
while others got Nothing : Thus induſtrious he 
wy even then to Py the 5 252 Shavings of 

_” 


HAvING for a While manifeſted his affectionate 
Love to Learning, as alſo given many Demonſtra- 
tions of his Proficiency, he was judged fit for the 
Univerſity, and was — ſent thither, and 
eee in Queen a in . E 


fr e his Reſidence in the College, he did 
moſt exquiſitely perfect and poliſh his natural Parts 
(which were very good) by Art and Grace: As 
he had begun at School, 10 here he was an excel- 
lent Huſband of his Time, ſo frugal that he highly 
valued the Shreds and odd Ends of it, and would 
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might be loſt: He preſently embraced the preſent 


Occafion; thoſe that were intimately acquainted 
with him give him this Character, that he was the 
greateſt Enemy in the World to Delays, and 
would not only ſpeak for, but himſelf laid Hold 
on the Forelock of Opportunity: He accounted 
more of one Hour preſent, than of the Hopes of 
many to come, and was much for the Seaſon for 
every Study, knowing there was To; . b rw 
ralf, much Time in an Opportunity: And that 
Time might be kept with Bit and Bridle (not from 
fleeing away, but) from periſhing. He was fo 
induftrious that he had no Leiſure to be idle, but 
was moſt glad of Leifure to employ himſelf; for he 
eſteemed an unemployed Life a Burden to itſelf, 
and thought that Man unworthy of the World 
that never did any Thing in the World but lived 
and died. e Ss 


Hs was obſerved in Matters of Learning to aim 
very high: He would never ſet himſelf Bounds,” 
thus far will I go, and no farther; but was aſpiring 
to the higheſt Pinnacle of Knowledge, never ſet- 
ting himſelf any Taſk, but that of Perfection: 
Yet this Generoſity of Mind was veiled with fo 
much Modeſty, that his Demeanour ſeemed a con- 
tinued Repetition of that Divine Precept, That no 
Man ſhould think more highly of himſelf than be ought 
to think, but to think ſoberly: Sobriety was woven 
into and twiſted with the whole Courſe of his Stu- 
dies; it was the Frame he made to the Picture of 
the Muſes: Though he were not ſo modeſt, as to 
let every one get above and before him, yet he was 
ſo modeſt as to prefer every one before himſelf, 
and to ſlight his own Excellency; be was, as Na- 
zianzen ſpeaks of Athanaſius, lofty in Worth, but 
low in Heart; knowing, that he that is proud of 
his Virtue, kills himſelf not with a Sword, but 

= . 


with a Medicine: He could bear any Thing but 
his own Commendation; he had learned how to 
poſſeſs J rather than be poſſeſſed of it, 
. 725 ballaſting his Mind, left Knowledge 
hould puff him p. 


Io inſtance in Particulars: He being naturally 
of a deep Judgment, made a famous Logician, and 
would handle an Argument with extraordinary 
Nr For the Arts and Sciences he was w 
Killed in them too, eſpecially in thoſe of them 
that concern a Divine. 3 
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. Hs was an incomparable Linguiſt, for the Ori- 
ental Tongues ; few in thoſe Times (none almoſt) 

of his Standing went beyond him: He took much 
Delight in the Chalzee, Spriact, and Arabick, and 

to gain more and more Skill in them, got Acquain · 
tance with the famous I heeloci, then Arabich Pro- 
ſeſſor: But his chief Endeavours were ſpent upon 
the Hebrew, in the Study of which (as the moſt 
profitable) he quickly conquered the Difficulties of 
the Tongue, and 2 of it, inſomuch that 

he was 2 great Help to others: For that was his. 
Manner, when he intended to be excellent at any 
Thing, | he taught others what he bimſelf had 
learned, thinking it the beſt Way to get Learning 
to give Learning: He was even in his Youth apt 
to teach ; and many eminent in God's Church at 
this Day owe all the Hebrew they have to his In- 


r 


H learned and underſtood the Saxon, Iligb and 
Tot Datch, the Italian, Spaniſh and French Tongues 
y, and read many Books in them all, after 

lefs the Univerſity. | 


in 


0 
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and embraced each other, and dwelt together 
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Av it is worth the taking Notice, that wan, 
the Skill he had in Languages moſt by his own 
duſtry, having little or no Aſſiſtance or Ene 
ment but his Love to Tongues, which put him 
upon turning every Stone, and uſing every Means 
to obtain his End, which Labour of his was 
crowned with Succeſs, and he without a Maſter 
made Maſter of the Tongues, which to his dying 
Day he kept as perpetual Servants, CO to 
their Miſtreſs — 


As his profound — amen the Depth 
of his Judgment, ſo his Readineſs in Languages, 
in underſtanding ſo many, and that ſo well as he 
did, does evince the — * of his Memory: 
Judgment and Memory ſeldom meet together in 
one and the ſame Perſon; but in him they — 


Unity, helping one another, and both gy 
to make him 1 n to Pe 
Word and Work. 


Bur chat that ts his Parts fo eminent was 
his eminent Piety, his holy, ſtrict Converſation : 
He never thought much of doing or ſuffering much 
for God: He was a noted Profeſſor both in the 
Town and Col and went through much Op- 
— though but a young Diſciple; yet he was 

conformed to his Maſter in enduring the Con- 
rradiQions of Sinners: He was an early pion 
for Holineks, and could better bear the R 
of Men for his Holineſs, than the Wrath of God 
for his Unholineſs, behaving himſelf ſo that none 
— ſpeak truly and reproachfully of ** ut the 


ani was naturally + inclined * — nd 
ing a thorough re ſeparated himſelf, he in- 
n B b 3 termeddled 
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= POO Wiſdom ; he loved to with- 


draw from the World, giving himſelf to Medita- 
tion and Prayer, thinking he had ſtudied well 


when he had prayed well: In this Solitude he en- 
tertained his Saviour, and by his refreſhing Society 
mm _ — in Love — his ſolitary (as 
4 may ſay) he cou y with — 
nan eff cui kriſti comes eff; he wants no 
Company — bath Chrift for his Companion: 

And indeed though Solitude be to ſome hateful, 
to others hurtful, yet he that knows not how to 
be alone, knows not how to be in Company with 
Profit: This I know, the leſs Wiſdom a Man has, 


the mare he complains a 


Tus Society he converſed with was of thoſe 
that were painful and pious, ſuch as loved Gon 
were his Friends ; ſuch as would come togethe 
pray, and confer about Religion, and hen one 
another's Hands Profaneneſs and Ungodli- 
neſs, ſuch were his Delight, and with ſuch he 
wm be very familiar 7 y open-hearted. 


Aan riann the Loxp being ! to him 
preſerved him blameleG and ſpotleſs in the Midft 
of a wicked Generation of Scholars, his ri 


amongſt w which be dwelt. The Stream of Example 


Soul being vexed for the unlawful Deeds of thoſe 
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As he was careful of himſelf, leſt he ſhould at 
any Time fall into bad Company, ſo. he was very * 
deſirous to keep others out of it. Hence when any 
Youths came to the Univerſity either from his own 
Country, or elſewhere, ſuch as he knew, or was 
informed were well educated, he would be ſure ta 
get Acquaintance with them at their firſt coming, 
befare they were entangled or infected with bad 
Company, and would bring them into the Society 
of ſome pious Scholars of which he himfelf was; 
and he was very ſucceſsful therein: Many had 
great Cauſe to bleſs Gor for their firſt Acquain- 
tance with him, for his bringing them to Dr. 
Preſton's and Dr. Sibbss Lectures, and ſome chat 
are yet alive have bleſſed Gon for their Acquain- 
tance with him: This his unwearied Dilgence was 
ſo generally obſerved in the College, that it grew 
almoſt into a Proverb among the profane Scholars, 
« Such a Youth was poiſaned by Cawton's Fac 
tion ;”* which nevertheleſs could not in the leaſt 
deter him from proſecuting the Work of the Loxn, 
or from abiding and abounding in it. MH gr A 


He remained faithful in this good Employment, 
28 alſo in following his private Studies in the Uni- 
verſity, till he took his Degree of Maſter of Arts, 


THEN in order to his Study of Divinity, he 
removed for a Time from the Univerſity to a Place 
called Afbwell, twelve Miles from Cambridge, to 
live in the Houſe: of that holy Man of Gop Mr. 
Herbert Palmer, then Miniſter of that Place, from 
whom (as he himſelf would often ſay) he reaped 
no ſmall Benefit in his firſt ſetting upon the Study 


CTT 


e 
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of Divinity: He followed his Buſineſs eloſely, and 
with much Delight; and which is moſt and beſt, 
he ſtudied divine Truths with a divine Heart; and 


4 indeed 
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indeed they are divine AﬀeQions and a divine 
Converfation which make the Divine. Having 
. his Divinity - knowledge upon a divine 

eart, and watered it with his Tears in his fre- 
quent and fervent Addreſſes to the Fountain of 
ſaving Wiſdom, Gop ſpeedily gave an Increaſe; 
fo that he in that Place began his Miniſtry, ſome- 
times aſſiſting Mr. Palmer in Preaching, always 
exerciſing himſelf unto Godlineſs, giving Atten- 
dance toR 


not neglecting, but ſtirring up the Gift of Gop 
that was in him, and in ſtudying to approve him- 
ſelf to Gop a ortman that needeth not ta be a- 
ſhamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth, 


AFTER he had thus prepared himſelf for the 
hended 


Miniſtry, though he were fit, yet he a 
it not ſo ſafe to enter upon a Paſtoral 
his ſingular Modeſty made him ſuſpect his own 
Abilities: Wherefore he ſtill continued Aſſiſtant 
to Mr. Palmer, till at length he was called to live 
in the Houſe of Sir William Armin, of Orton, in 

Huntingdonſpire. While he was there he was well 
beloved both in the Family and Country, 'for his 
__ Abilities, Faithfulneſs, and Plain-dealing with that 
Family, from the Higheſt to the Lo A Papiſt 
could ſay, That few rich Mens Confeſſors 
ſhould be ſaved; that is, that few great Mens 
Chaplains ſhould go to Heaven. becauſe they were 
ſo apt to flatter their Maſters :*” But he could nei- 
ther ſmother Faults, nor ſmooth them over in the 
Greateſt ; but would fo ſweetly reprove and admo- 
niſh all Sorts according to their Qualities, that 
though he were ſo honeſt as to be plain, yet he 
was ſo diſcreet as to be pleaſing in his Reprehen- 
fions: This his Faithfulneſs, joined with a grave 
Familiarity, gained him the Affections of All. 


harge, for 


eading, to Exhortation, and to Doctrine; 


Hz 
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e H was ever taking Occaſion to do Good in that 

8 many z more eſpecially in his ſound and plain 

e Expoſition of Scripture, in his profitable and cleay 

Way of catechiſing and building them up in their a 

f WW moſt holy Faith: And in his Family and private 

Prayers, with and for them: Thus he ſpent and 

vas ſpent for Gop; laying himſelf out for his 

's Lon and Maſter, and imitating Him in his Rea» 

dineſs to inſtruct the meaneſt and loweſt Capacitiesy 

＋ ſuiting himſelf to them, and becoming all Things 

Dd if to all, that he might win ſome; by which Means, 

1- WW dacked with a ſerious godly Converſation, he fo ef- 

;- 8 fetually wrought upon that Family, that many. © 
bave Cauſe to be thankful they ever were of that 

Family, for bis Sake. „„ 


Hz often preached for the Miniſters round a+ * 
bout him in that Country, which Province he fo 
uA, prouny, and learnediy perrormea, Thar ©* 
he generally gained the Hearts of all the God 
in that Country, eſpecially of the Miniſters ; wits, 
neſs that large Teſtimonial given him under the 
Hands of the chief Miniſters in that Country at 
his Departure; in which they much bewail their: 
eat Lofs in parting with him. He was with Sir 
liam Armin four Years, painfully following his 
private Studies, family Duties, and publick preach- 
ing: And now he was perſuaded to venture into 
re the World, and to ſerve Gop more publickly in 
i- his Church, to which, by the Advice of ſome able 
ie Divines, he was perſwaded, reſolving that when 
-o ſhould make Way for him, he would cheers; 
fully embrace the Offer of a Living. 1055 


- Anour this Time, Sir Roger Townſend: being 
re ſick unto Death, ſent for bim, but he could not 
come, (tho' he made all poſſible Haſte) ſoon enough, 
to ſee him living: Yet Sir, Reger had not forges 

15 im, 
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him, for juſt before his Death, ſealed a Preſentation 
of him to a Living in E called J/ivenho not far 
from Colchefter, being then void. 


H found the Town notorious for all Manner 
of Wickedneſs, Drunkenneſs, and Swearing a- 
bounded among them, but eſpecially Sabbath- 
breaking. It was their common Practice, (it being a 
Sea Town) to bring up their Fiſn and fell it on the 
Lord's Day, almoſt at the Church Doors. 


He was Inſtant in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, 
preaching againſt that Sin, reproving them with 
Zeal, Meekneſs and Compaſſion ; perſuading them 
not to go to Sea on Saturday, which they moſthy 
did in Regard of a Market near by, kept on Mon- 


day. 


Bur notwithſtanding his publick preaching, 
and private admoniſhing, he found it a very dif- 
ficult Work to bring them off from that ſinful 
Practice. Yet he gave not over, he was not ſhort 
breathed in the Work of the Lord ; bur ſtill was 
importunate with them to look to Eternity, and 
proceeded to ſharp Rebukes, plainly' ſtating their 
Caſe here, and their Caſe hereafter. Many of his 
Pariſh would ſend him Fiſh in the Evening of the 
Lord's Day, but he never would receive any. 
He would not be bribed to ſtop his Mouth, but 
more vehemently declaimed againſt their Sin, and 
gave them no Reſt, *ril] there was ſuch a Reforma- 
tion wrought in the Place, as cauſed the AFmira- 
tion of all who knew that People. ROO" 


Tus it pleaſed Gop to give a Bleffing to his un- 
wearied Labours in a Slentiful Harveſt of Converts, 
many ſceing the Evil of their Sins, were favingly 
wrought upon, and given him as the Seals of the 

Miniſtry: 
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Miniſtry : Others were reſtrained to an Aſtoniſh- 
ment: The Power of Godlineſs did ſo ſhine in his 
Doctrine and Life, that it had a commanding Au- 
thority over the Conſciencics of thoſe with whom 
he converſed. 1 


No Man was ever more beloved of his People 
than he was; all Sorts Rich and Poor, did maniteſt 
a great deal of Reſpect and Affection to him: The 
very Children were ſo taken with his winning Way 
of catechiſing them, that they loved him and their 
Catechiſm the better for it: A great many of them 
would every Sabbath Day go together to meet him 
between his Houſe and the Church, ſhewing their 
Readineſs ta be catechiſed by him. Thus he that 
at firſt was counted fo ſevere, was eſteemed wor- 
thy of all Love and Honour, and that not only 
among the Good, but the Bad; ſuch a Majeſty 
ern is in Grace, and ſuch Amiableneſs in Holi- 
Dels. ; A 


Tarts their Love was not ill beſtowed, there was 
none of it loſt, there being an ardent Love in his 
Breaſt to them again; in ſo much that he would 
often ſay Niuenbo was his firſt Love. All the pro- 
fits of his Living for three Years together, (being 
about an hundred Pounds per Annum) he laid out 
upon the Parſonage Houſe, which was old, and 
ready to drop down: He built it with Brick from 
the ground, a very good Houſe, with Orchards 
of his own planting, | 


Having finiſhed the Houſe, and enjoying ſome 
Content in ſeeing his ſpiritual Children walking in 
the Truth, Gop inclined his Heart to Marriage 
(which was after the thirtieth Year of his Life) : 
He pitched upon Mrs. Elizabeth Fenkin, Daughter 
to the Reverend Mr. William Jenin a renowned 
, es Preacher 
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Preacher in Sudbury, and Grand-child to the fa. 
mous Mr. Richard Rogers of Wethersfield He 
preferred the Stock ſhe came of, her religious Edu- 
cation, and eminent Piety, before a great Portion 
which he might have had with other s. 


Br married, he returned again to his Ch 

of Souls in l ĩdenbo, where he went on in his Mini. 
ſterial Function with much Delight, and Diligence: 
He preached with a great deal of Vigour and Life, 
and his Life was a continued Commentary on his 
Sermons: He went up and down doing Good, and 
did not think all his Work was to be done in the 
Pulpit, but diſcharged his Truſt with much Fide- 
lity ; viſiting the Sick, admoniſhing the Wicked, 
ſtrengthening the Weak, quickening the Strong, 
Z MT EIT £17054 | 


Tuvs this Man of Gop continued among them 
for ſeven Years, during which Time he was very 
ſickly, and not likely to live long, being naturally 
of an infirm Conſtitution; the Badneſs of the Air at 
 Wivenho did not a little add to his Diſtemper. 
At the End of the ſeventh Vear of his Abode in 
Nyenbo, he had a very great Fit of Sickneſs, in fo 
much that his Phyficians and Friends did even deſ- 
ir of his Recovery: But it pleaſed the great 
hyſician, as He had built the Cottage of his Body, 
fo to ſhoar up the Building, and he was in ſome 
Meaſure reſtored to Health: Whereupon the Advice 
of his Phyſicians was, he ſhould change the Air, 
and the more becauſe he conſtantly was troubled 
with an Ague twice a Year. London was the Place 
which was thought might beft agree with his thin 
Body: A great many Arguments were uſed to per- 
ſuade him to leave H/ivenho, but none could pre- 
vail but that of Neceſſity, by Reaſon of the intire 
Love he bore to his People, and the great *. 
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„e aw Gon gave to his Miniftry Neceſſity urg- 

le ing him more and more to look after his Health; 

- he was at length brought to hearkem after a Place 

n MW to ſerve Gop's Church in at London And his In- 
tentions being made known, he Was quickly cafled 
to the Pariſh of St. Bartlulometo's behind the Ro 

ge Exchange: The main Inſtrument of his Settlemerit 

n. n that Lieing was Sir Harbottle Grimflint — 

e: chat Time dwelt in the ſame Pariſh; and was 

ſe, ¶ exceeding good Friend. In Lonilon it pleaſed Gp 

iis be had his Health far better chan at I reno 


he His Health did not a little encourage him to his 
le. former Painfulneſs in the Work of the Miniftry;. 
d, in which he now laboured more abundantly than 
ever, he was more careful of himſelf thatrever, 
| knowing he had more Eyes obſerving" him, and 
that the Sins e Teachers were the' Teathers of” Sins: 
em He was well acquainted with the Men of the. 
cry Ceremony, Lev. viii 24. where Moſes put the'Blc 
uh on the Lap of the Prieſts right Ear, on the Thun 
of the right Hand, and on the great Foe of their 
ers. right Foot; Miniſters muſt hear, work, and walk 
in right: And therefore he daily went out and in be- 
fore his People, as an Enſample to the Flock: The 
le. very Profane of the Pariſh would ſay, they believed 
eat Mr. Catuton did really believe what he preached, 
dy, WW when they were ready to ſnarl at others, and ſay 
me of them (as one ſaid' of vicious Miniſters) that 
"= when they are in the — ay is s Piex N ſhould 
Vir ever come out. | 


i or. the Vein 4600, the Fibbuthy after King 
hin Charles the Firſt was inhumanly beheaded ; he was 
er; defired by the Mayor of the City t o preach before 
pre: him and his Brethren the Aldermen of London” at 
uy Mercers Chappel on the 2 5th of that Month; which 
he undertook, and accordingly — | 


Vor. XLIX. Ce 


For 


þ 
| 


Fon that Time he eſcaped the Hands of unrea- 
ſonable Men, or rather the Paws. of roaring 
Lions ; but not long after having a Faſt at his 
own Church, there was a Warrant procured by 
fome malicious Soldiers, that had given Informa- 
tion of what they had heard at Mercers Cha pel, 
(tiling his Preaching there ſeditious) ſummon- 
ing him to appear before the Council of State: 
When he had concluded the Faſt, the Warrant was 
preſented to him in the very Church, fo greedy 


were they of their Prey. It can thus: 


' Theſe are to will and require you forthwith upon 


fight ef to make ſpeedy Repair into any ſuch Place 
where you ſhall underſtand the Perſon of Mr. Tho- 
mas Cawton 70 — who. preached before the Lord 
Mayor . Ye/terday, and him you, are to apprehend 


þ- bring in Jafe e Cuftedy before the Council of State 


er ſedi — ching, hereof you are not to fail, 


end for ſo doing this ſhall be your ſufficient Warrant. 


Given at "Ho ee the 1 -fuxth _— of 
1 e H 


Signed i in the Name wy the 

Order of the Council of >tate 

appointed by the nn 
af Parliament. 


Arthur niir, recen. 


To 1 1 — 
Richard Freeman, — 
attending the nci 
— . and to all the reſt 
of the Meſſengers en nr 
nee a e * 
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WHEN he had "looked - on it, he told them 
(without any Alteration -in Countenance) he would 
go along with them, only defired them to go with 
him to his Houſe,” that he might take ſomething 
to refreſh himſelf, having faſted all the Day + 
They were followed with Multitudes of People, 
which thronged about the Houſe to ſee him go with 


the Soldiers: Having refreſhed himſelf and prayed, 


he ſent for a Coach, and taking a Friend or two 
with him, went to the Council of State, and tho 
the Warrant was only for ſeditious Preaching, yet 
when he came before them they had Nothing 
to lay to his Charge but theſe Words in his 


Prayer, for our Legal Sovereign and the Royal Fa- 


mily. He told them he came to anſwer for a ſedi- 
tious Sermon, not for his Prayer, according to their 
Warrant ; but they ſatisfied him no other Way, 
than by telling him he had proclaimed the Kin 
and that was high "Treaſon according to an A 
of their own enen 


Tn ordered that he ſhould be kept in Cuſto- 
dy that Night. The next Day, he was again 
brought before them, and'afked whether he was not 
ſorry for what he had ſaid, he replied he had done 
Nothing but what did become a Minifter of the 
Goſpel, and more they could not wring from him 
by all their Menaces: Wherefore they agreed to 
ſend him to the Gate-Houſe in Leſtminſter, and 
immediately drew up a Commitment. <# tg 


HerEvPON he was carried to the Gatehouſe : 


During the Time he was there, his Confinement' 


did not in the leaſt abate his Confidence, which 
had great Reward, one Affliction had fitted him 
for another. Vet many Temptations he had to 
ſpare himſelf, as a forrowful Wife big with Child, 
ſix ſmall Children to provide for, a good Living in 

es Cc 2 = Danger 


— Ss a Character in his outward Practice. A 
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Danger of being loſt, but he denied them all, 
that he might deny Gop Nothing. He- ſpent al- 
moſt Half a Year in Priſon ſo exemplarily that his 
Life ſeemed to thoſe that came to him no lefs than 
2 Miracle, it was a Heaven on Earth (nay Hea- 
ven in a Priſon) tobe in bis Company. It will be 
worth my Pains and thy Patience to take a View 
of thaſe Graces that did ſhine molt in his Suffer- 


1. His Sincerity, was the Corner-ſtone of all 
his other Graces : He gave ſo many evident De- 
manſtratious of this, that it Was as viſible as if he 
had had a Caſement in his Breaſt opened for every 
ane to gaze into his Heart; he that ran miębt read 
wat Inuth in the jnward Parts, it was written in 


1 


everend Miniſter of Landau lately deceaſed, ſaid 
on his Death-bed, < Mrs. Gatyton's Crown was his 
Sincerity :” indeed he walked in à plain Path, and 


made ftreight Steps in that plain Path : He abhor- 


red crooked Ways: He had bis Loins girt about 
with Truth, and bis Heart armed as well as a+ 


dorned with Uprightneſs : Sincerity was an Ingre- 


one of his Actions and Sufferings, 


dient in every 


and the chief Cordial that comforted his Spirits, 
and kept them ſrom drooping: His Conſcience 


bore Witneſs that his Sufferings were purely for 
Gop and his Cauſe, and that kept him from faint- 
ing in his Work. He would ſpeak much againft 
half Chriſtians, that ſerved Gop with a ſecret 


thought his Sincerity was Nought that could not 


ſerve Gop for Nought. He was fo far from hay- 


ing any Deſign of his own in his Suffering, that 
he was of Nazianzens excellent 'Femper, to thank 
op he bad any Thing to loſe for Chrift : In 4 

ord, tis rgoicing was this, the Teflimany of his 


Conſcience 


Reſerve. He could ſerve Gop for Nought, and 
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> I Conſcience, that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, not 
„ BY with fleſhly Wiſdom, but by the Grace of GOD we 
a I} ad his Converſation in the World. 5 


e 2. He acted Faith to the t and Gov , 
„did try the Stren age of his Faith, as well as the 
5 Truth of it, and found him a faithful Servant, 
that could depend on the bare Word of Gop, 
and think that Security enough: He would ſay, 
they that will not believe unleſs they ſee a Rea- 
ſon, tacitly imply that Gon does not ſpeak Truth 
unleſs He prove it, or at leaſt that their Faith is 
more in Reaſon than in Gop. He could con- 
fute an Eye of Senſe by an Eye of Faith, and 4 
truſt Providence where he could not trace it. In- 
deed it were Nothing to be a Believer if eve 2. 
Thing were ſeen here, but to put a holy Con 
dence in that unſeen Power that does ſo mightily 
ſupport us, that is to believe. He promiſed him - 
ſelf but little from the Creature, and ſo was never 
much deceived by it. He could aſk himſelf that 
Queſtion, and anſwer it with the Advice of the 
wiſe Hebrew. ty. ſhould/t thou beg of a Beggar ? + 
Beg of Gop : Are not all Things in the Hand of 
Gop ? He knew the World could not give that 
which it had not, and, therefore would not be a 
Friend to that which was never true to any that 
truſted it. He was one that thought he could not ex- 
pet too much fromGop, nor too little from — 
It was a Note of his own, That Chrift is more 
Jealous of our Faith than of our Love, for He 
will let us believe in Nothing but Himſelf, a 
„He will let us love Something beſides Him, ſo it 
t be in Subordination to Him.” He was a — 


* 
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k 8 Gamzv, whoſe Speech was, what ever ane 
a il =o this ſhall be for Good.” Py 2 
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Ex believed that a good Gon made Evils gaod t 
to Beliuers, in making good his Promiſe, that \ 
all Things ſhould wark tagether far Gasd tq them t 
that love GOD. By Faith this Man of Gop 0 
cheerfully endured Impriſonment. By Faith he f 
left bie Wife and Children, and Friends, and 1 

Living, and all; (as ſhall be related in its Place) t 
via the Land of his Nativity, not ſearing the t 

— of the Uſurper. By Faith be ſojourned in h 
ſtrange Country, he ſtaggered not at the Pro. FF t 

- ia of Gop through Unbelief,, but was ſtrong h; 

in iving Glory to GoD, and would: often hi 

ſay, 7 one but n. rk Aer bi de w 


Fl was 4 ——— of Sell denial, he dur 
not look tor eat Matters in the World, either n. 
- for himſelf ar Children, but would oſten ſay to de 
| his dear Wife, 1 would have thee to rejoice of 
| more at a little Grace in thy Children's Heagts, I ty 
| than if 1 had Thauſands to leave them. Self-de- be 
| nigl (it £6 * — his * in many — he 
N Mouths, t * to in any on. 
Practice. It is a tate Thing to ſee 1 * 
take Place of Selſzlove ; 85 be. caps e 4 
loyes Gop. hut ligtle that loves any Thing with all 
Gan: Which he. does not love for Gen., He If ch 
eſteemed all the Greatneſs of the. Wald unable. D. 
to: make him great, + than by: bus Cour le⸗ 
tempt.of- it. He would often fay, + 1 obſerve of 
ſoms Ecofęſſors give a great Deal «hy to the 
— which they af. all Men ſhquld- not — but IF pa 
Id tie up theit Affections ſhortet, and if Gon I fre 
be Gan- livg as thoſe that believe it. It — 7 mi 
one ohſerves) Kraſmut bis Spesch, that ſine 
could not bring the World to Shri 2 the but 
have brought Chriſtianity to the World. 


„ that have been tog ſſrict to e pli 
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to fallow. the World's Vanity, we have found 
vain DiſtinCtions and Expoſuions ſor to make 
them ſignify no more than we practice. For his: - 
own particular, he was one that could not lock 
for much Elbow - room in the Way that leads to 
Heaven. He could ſtrip himſelf of all his Abili- 
ties and Enjoyments, and lay himſelf and them at 
the Foot af, his Saviour: He was ſa much, above 
himſelf, that all Chings were below him: He 
thought he was never perfectly himſelf, till he 
had put off himſelf, his Intereſt, his Judgments ©; T 
his Will, his Affections, his Relation; bis all 
went at 4 ors ow FRE — nee 
1 dnia all. 
65 


MS Has "FALL Ko wee apboda was s em 
nat only in bearing but in willing bearing any Bur- I 
den laid on his Shoulders : To bear is the Patience 
of Neceſſity, to 7 to beat is the Patience of V ir · 
tue; He Was not ſo unhappy in his Afflictions, as. 
he was happy in his Patience. When at any Time, 
he was told of his. Patience, he would reply, 

« thank Gon 1 never am fo, much impatient as o 
« ſee Religion abuſed to baſe. and private Ends.” 
All the e he was in Priſon, and afterwards i in 
all the Tribulations he went through he never 
charged Gow, ſooliſhiy, not diſcovering the leaſt 


Diſcontent, but when. his Viſitants wiſhed: his Re- 
leaſement, he would ſay, He that believeth 


© makes no Haſte, and, in our Afflictions we ſhould - 
e faint nas fot. ”. i He. fainted not by De- 
ſpair, knowing that Gop was All- ſufficient, he 
fretted not by Paſſion, N that Gop's Cauſe 
might often need his Patience, never his Paſſion. 

He was ever contented with a little of the Creature; 
but when Gop called him to it he cared, not ſor 
any Thing off it, thinking thoſe Wants well — 
Pg that were ſupplied | with Comentedneſs 


For 
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5. For Reſolution, and Execution of his Reſo- 
lutions none went ever beyond him, he was almoſt 
to a Proverb called, The Reſolved Man: He choſe 
with Athanaſius rather to Joſe his whole See than one 
Syllable of Truth; and was obſerved by many to act 
more according to the Willingneſs of his Spirit, 
than according to the Strength of his Body: He 
would fay, I am confident Gop will have me to 
do as well as ſay.“ But Gop had ſteeled his 
| Breaſt with undaunted Fortitude, and through the 

Power of his Might he could defy every Thing 
below Gop; the ſoy of the Lox D was his Strength. 
His Chriſtian Generoſity and Magnanimity fitted 
him for any Encounter, and put him upon ſome- - 
thing more than other Chriſtians could do : Come 
| of it what would his Heart was fixed and reſolved 
| for high and noble Exploits: He was (as Nazian- 
| zen ſpeaks of Athanaſius) both Magnes and Adamas, 
a Loadſtone in his ſweet gentle drawing Nature, 
and yet an Adamant in bis conſtant, "reſolute, un- 
broken, invincible Carriage, he was a Wall of 
Braſs nothing could enter thoꝰ every Thing aſſault- 
ed: He was of an heroick Spirit, as bold as a Li- 
on, as a good Soldier enduring Hardſhip for Chriſt 
without any hard Thoughts of his Maſter, nay - 
thinking light of his Sufferings, knowing that it 
was not the Hardneſs of Affliction ſo much as the 
Tenderneſs and Soſtneſs of our Nature that makes 
So. Ae .... 
LASTLY, be perſevered in Well-doing, he was 
not for Gop when the Fit took him, but went on 
in an even "Temper, and kept his Pace: He was 
jealous of his own Heart, and would ſay, Satan” 
„ may take Occaſion, becaufe I have done Some- 
thing more for (30D than others, to make me 
«« ſecure, which is the Way to fall.” Which Con- 


r 
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{ideration made him fo ſuſpect himſelf, - that with 


all Diligence he ſcanned every Paſſage of his Liſe, 
and as he had begun well ſo he laboured to end 


well: When he ſaw any good Men miſcarry he 
would ſay, If Gop ſhould leave me to do ſo, m 
Lite would be a Burden to me: And indeed be 
was ſo tender of Gop's Gloty, that he would ra- 
ther have burnt at a Stake, than have been a Shame 
to, or aſhamed of his Proſeſſion: He was faithful 
to Death, and ſaid often, That Perſeverance 
would ſet on the Crown if Life,” which in Trou- 
ble and een he had laboured for. 
Tonen "Babel were elne F een which | 
welcomed all bis Viſitants, beſides the Prayers 
which were made by him, and with him without 
cenſing. which were abe Meflengers he fentabrowd 
when he could not $9 forth himſelf, TITS, Tf, 
bs the Might of the Tears and forcowful Sb : 
of his Relations, and hundreds of Gop's People 
— ſor Nothing but his ſudden Execution, it 
God 40 create him a Deliverance, the Oc- 
— whereof was a Victory the Parkament had 
obtained in Ireland; whereupon it was moved in 
the Houſe, that ſome Acts of Grace might be done 
in Teſtimony. of their J hankfulveſs;. and it was 
reſolved that ſame Priſoners ſhould be ſet at Liber 
Among others, ſome moved that Mr. Cawton migl t 
have his Freedom, and by thele” Vo views Wer it 


een e 8 


Tus 3 that was amang all that knew: hin is 
unexpreflible, that v hich himſelf moſt rejoiced at 
was that Gon had delivered him, and not be him- 
ſelf, chat he had kept a goed Conſcience while he 
was in Priſon, and that he kept the-fame-now-re- 
leaſed ; that be was not only free from his Conſine- 


ment, 
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ment, but alſo free to declare to the World that he 
was of the ſame Mind he was before, and that a 
Priſon and Death were but poor Arguments 51 
bim to deter him from his Duty. | i 


£ 8 «a 


For ſome' ſhort Time" he en joyed Reſp? vite, ih 
which being returned to his Pariſh, he followed his 
miniſterial Function with his wonted' Painſulneſs 
and Alacrity; not omitting to declaim againſt the 
Sins of the Times, nor ceaſing to pray for our 
dread voverengn. 


<Q kw =» ms 


Abou which Time there was'a Plot, as they 
called it, diſcovered, the Deſign of which was to 
ſend a Sum of Money into Scotland to Major Gene- 
ral Maſſie in the King's Service: Sundry Mini- 1 
ſters were hereupon clapt up in the Tower, and 
Mr. Cawton being conſcious to the Deſign, anda iſ © 
Helper by his own Contribution, Rumours were 1 
ipread abroad that he had abuſed the Parliaments 1 
Mercy, and ſhould be ſent for ſpeediſy: This made 
him take Advice of his Friends what to do, he was 1 
counſelled to keep himſelf ſeeret in the Country Il * 
*till it were ſeen what the Parliament intended, | © 
which he did, and was hid in the Houſe of Mr. BB © 
Whitaker at Horn- Church in Eſer: No ſooner was if ©: 
he . dut MEE came a 92 het o Teveh Mt 
7 — 53 FF 


N 


He tad * * Time at Mr. nate $, 
and ſpent it moſt in Prayer ; every Week one Day 
was ſet apart for it: And indeed his Caſe was fo 
Full of Labyrinths, that he knew not what to do, 
only his Eyes were towards Gop to extricate him, 
— to lead him in a plain Path becauſe of his Ene- 
mies. It was thought dangerous to lie long hid 
-for Fear of his being diſcovered, and therefore 
having aſked Counſell of the Lox, and his judi- 
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cious Friends, they agreed he ſhould be conve ed 
away into Holland, in which Voyage. Mr. Na ton 
being much threatned for the ſame Crime, was bis | 
Cο and pcllow-Sutterer. | 


A\LITTLE Wu they ſet. upon their Voyage, 
he moſt ſulemnly takes his Leave of his dear Wite 
ig two Letters, ſent ſpeedily one after. ano her, 
which becauſe they ſhew his Faith, Patience and 
Reſolution in Suing I think it will not be amiſs 
to inſert. | 


Tax fit. was + his, 


. Heart, . be i 
7 Joyful that yk hath affifted thee in the Mia 
of thy Sonrotur and Sufferings; ſo that thou art 
2 4 to bear up and to encourage thyſelf in Gop, 
and las upon his Hand, as the-Hork, of a_ Father 
tewards his Child. I do not fear but Gor. will — 
thy Huſband in my Abſence, and the Father of 
fatherleſs Chilaren : ; let them be taught the Fear 
Lox D, and then they ſhall not want any good 2 
and then He that leaves not His, will be their Portion 
and Go All. ſufficient. I ſhall endeavour 'to lay up 
a Stock of Prayers in Heaven for them; I hope I ſhall 
pray and not faint, both for thee ad them, the Lox D 
increaſe our Faith, and then be it unto. us accordmg 
to Gop's Promiſes and our Faith. The Wicked have 
their Portion i in this Life, we in another; rejoice more 
to ſee Grace in thy Childrens Hearts, than if thou 
hadft Thouſands to give them. Know that our Gon 
is the Go of our Seed; and remember what the Man 
of Gow. fo I never ſaw the Righteous forſaken, 
nor his Seed begging Bread. Train up your Child- 


ren in their Catechiſm, and in frequent reading of the 
Scriptures, let them know the Scriptures from their 


Hand, and they will * them ie 's unto Sal ua- 


tion, 


tue me for my tt ue ani ſafe Liberty) 


RE e Er 


tion, ler mne * them enjoy thy Prayers, and the fer- 
dent Prayers of all our ſincere Friends: Whatever ir 
laid afitle- let not the [Fork ef Prayer be forgatten: 
Aind my Friends of my Condition, that they muy beg & 
Ii ay of the LoR D for me; and that I may be counſel- 


I. from Heaven bow to ' myſelf, ani hat I may 
not be wholly laid afide as nſeleſs* And thut if GD 


will give" nie my Life this Time alſo, I may lay it out 
more thun ever bis Glory, avid that Gop wont 
beep me from the Snares of the Place where He muy 
_— ¶ have loft much Time and now would 
fam redeem ſome of it, if Gop will give an Oppor- 
tunity, when GOD has brought me to a Plate of Reft, 
Tt ſhall, I 3 65 not loiter in my Studies as 1 have 
done. If 1 have an Opportunity my Priends of the 
— and others ſhall heur from nr. The Loxy 
help us ts beep the Word of bis Patience, thin" He'may 
heed ws in the Hour of Temprution. '(Fhatſoever my 
ly do, ¶ deſire (if'it may advan- 
that I may not 


Brethren can [awfu 
Remember me to all our Friends thut love 
Chriſt in Sincerity. Impr eve thine 


be le 
thr l 
Tatereſs for ame in Heaven; that \as "the Church had 

two Wings of a great Eagle given her, that ſie 
might fly from the Drayon i into the Wilderness, 
fo Gor world make ne a Member of” that” Church 
and give me the Benbfit of thoſe Wings. | Whit” pull 
ay more to thee, the Lone bleſs thee,” thePeatce' of 
Gb that pafſeth Underſtanding guard thy Hrurt, 
the D he Hi Ch rhat one 22 fill thy 

out: I wih thy Her ſotto.” Thou daft mint and 1 
A Hines the great Sea pball not gizenth our \ Love, 
the Bleffirgs of Heater am Earth br nen ther.” Fur. 
well, far ctoell in the Lonv, h Dun d in bis goo 
Time pope ws us 4 e | 1 in Chriſti * wo 

ONTO HET GRILL 
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Tus other Letter written upon the Receipt of 
a Letter from his Wife, in which ſhe teſtified her 
Willingneſs to ſubmit to Gop and to rute bim 
wherever God ſhould n wy was this. 


Dean Moat; „ v1 rv gan tien 
Have read thy ſweet and gracious Letter with 
Tears, and great Joy: The Lonxp make Way for. 
our happy Meeting; at the Throne of Grace tie fball- 
meet ] hope every Dey I know Gop will appear' 


for thee and me and /tir us up Frienus. Let us labour 


to add in Faith, and ſay daily LoRD increaſe aur Faith.” 
It is a very great Mercy that the Lox p was pleaſed. 
to deliver me this Time, as I hape be will. I grieve: 
at the very Heart to hear what have done not 
only to - accuſe themſelves but to betray the Lives of 
their Brethren ; yet I will not boaſt, I do not know. 
what my vile Heart might have done, I will rather 
judge myſelf, I know my own great Unbelief and baſe, 
Fear, the LORD help me again them. I do not fear. 
but 45 Chriſt will be thy Hufband, and makeup all. 
in my Abſence. If Gon make my Way plain before 
me IJ. Hall look upon it (as Thin 1 as. the. 
greateft Mercy ever befel me in the Matter of Deliver- 
once, and that if He g — Life this ed Times 
hape I ſhall improve it better for his Glory than ever 
I have done. I ſee I could not be without this Trial, 
ond yet I think I was not fit for the greateſt of this Af 
fliction, and therefore I. hope GoD will lay no. more 
upon me than I am well able to bear, and will male 
a Way to eſcape. ' I hope that 1 fall at laſt learn to 
live to- 4 * which I have preached unto others. 1 
grieve for my dear Friends in the Pariſh that will be. 
left as Sheep without a Shepherd, but GoD will pro- 
vide for them; remember my dear Affection to them 
all, they Hall have my Prayers; and I hope 1 
Hall have \ theirs. 1 "hops Gop'\ will make Way 
for the E | of that poor Talent Hs bath fivep 
me," if not in my native Country, yet TOY other where. 
Vor. +4 D d I have 
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bau * terfere Go Gen may lay 
me afide, but { hope He yr? Hill make Uſe of me. 


Bat, ſweet Sow, ty jg bp Wiggins fa little 
ones behind me? Tet we Hall only in Bady — Place 

be ſeparated, not in Mind and Affection. For Di- 

prey I know not what to give ther, only be thank- 
Gon hath left this Back- daor for thy nm 
not ſhut him i in the Tower, from whence 
) but upon ſad Terms, which would 
— been w 6 than my * omen oy. 1 
preached, tra en every: Side, yet net di/Irefſed ; 
— ES 
therto we never were ſo Atta: as * there was 


. Way to rape 


\ My Heart 23 ſn $54 2 pr Io much 
leſs my Pen; be offured I ſhall be the ſame 1 ever 
was; when Gar 2 2 en it will be 
4 Re ron. from: ſhall I ſay? I 
ens” ther, but not lofe thee; 1 1 
have thee, thou hau one that will. never leave tbee nor 
for ſate thee; my Heart will be with thee, whereſoever 
Body ſhall = Speak to all ny dear Friends, that 
would: pray for me more than ever, that 1 
not fall into the Hands of unreaſonable Men, and that 
Gon would make my Way plain before me, and that 
He, who ts . Land, would 
bring" ma to my defired Haven. Il bat can I fay mare 
unto tie? 5 the Lon p 3/5 thee, and make his 
Fuss vo foine upon thee ; the LRD fill thy Heart with 
ey m Gladneſs by belicuing. Be of good. Cheer, 
— — 2 is batter, thy Huſband Bould. bs ts 
ten from thee, than not be. Learn to walk without 
fach poor Arm of Fleſh: — boy beg thou 
22 er me beyond * 1 | 
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Lon p, farewell.' Tie Grace of our rin mes 
Chriſt be with thee, nin, Amen. ie 


"Thy: dane cordial, | and — 


is 20} 25 ge man. 
E57 q ext; ! 

pars abr the, making of theſe Letters, 
he made Preparation for- his Voyage, and ſecretly 
departed by Ship to Rotterdam, from whence he 
and Mr: Nalton went to the Univerſity of 
intending to ſit down a While there, till the 
Storm in England was blown over: Yet Gop's 
Providence ſo ordered it, that tho* they came un- 
„yet they were quickly known, and 
ſpeedily Meſſengers were ſent from the Engliifh 
Congregation at Rotterdam to find them dut, and 
bring them thither, che Place being, at that Time 
deſtitute of a Miniſter. The Meſſengers 
found them at Leun, and aluted them wich che 
Speech of the Macedonian Man, Come ani help us. 
They did not a little wonder how they ſhould be 
known to be Miniſters, feemg they kept them- 
ſelves fo private, and were not at all to be diſcerned 
by their Garb. But turning their Admiration into 
Adoration, they praiſed Gon for the Door He had 
opened to let them imo their former Employment, 
and went along with the Meſſengets to Rotterdam, 
where they were  joyſully entertained by the 
Engliſh, particularly by Mr. Harris and Mr. Shep+ 
beard, and were received into Mr. Shepteard's 
Houſe. The Sabbath-day came wherein Mr. 
Catoron preached i ip the Fotenoon, and Mr. Naben 
in the Aſternoon, with general Approbation: Thus 
We Pr ophets were not without Honour fave in 


f Ms, 


328 Cx {4 Die LIF V/ 


M. Gatwton's Wife followed her Huſband with 
ſome of her Children, and ſafely came to him at 
Rotterdam, where they moſt joyfully met together 
and remained. Mr. Nalton having ſtaid about half 
a Year there, had Leave to come Home again, 
and ſo returned into England: But no Pardon for 
Mr. Cawton, but upon unworthy Terms, which 
kept him where he was, to ſupply the Place of 
Miniſter. to the Exgliſßh Congregation, That which 
he moſt rejoiced at was, — was out of the 
Reach of 'Temptations, he would ſay, It is a 
46; bleſſed. Thing for thoſe that have not ſtrong 
*. Grace, to be out of Temptations.“ ten | 


03 HI 43 £47 27 3660} 35 DSTSONS 437 3 21% 
EH did not at all hanker after his native Coun- 
ry, but was weaned from it to Admiration. When 
his Wife ſpake of coming to England, he would 
ſay, It may be Gon will call; me to exerciſe 
more and greater Reſolution and Sincerity than 
e evet I have.” He exactly verified that which a 
reverend Miniſter of Lenden ſaid in a Letter to 
him, a godly Man is a; Plant will tbriue in ar 
Soil e Any Place it a Country to him tube makes no 
Place here belotu his Country, but as @ Pilgrim and 
Stranger ſeeks à better Country, that is an heaven. 
A Citizen of Heaven is a Citizen of any Place on 
Earth, it is all one to him where he is. He took 
extraordinary Pains in preaching to his Congrega: 
tion, and ſpent himſelf by Reaſon of the Want of 
Help, there being few or none that could preach 
in the Engliſb Tongue; yet he perſiſted though he 
were not aſſiſted by any but Gop, by which he 
Was able to ſay often, ++ When, I am weak, then 
mam Iſtrong.“ p e mA. 2 


| 
| 
6 
| 


£5 44 Ls £ E413 11 £7 : os 
IT will be ſuperfluous to tell.yow he was an ex- 


perienced Preacher; he felt what he ſpoke, 5 
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then ſpoke, what he felt: He was not over curious 
in bis Words, but uſed ſuch as were very ſignifr· 
cant: He uſed ſo much Art as rightly to divide, 
not to rend the Word of Fruth; he preached not 


to ſhew his Learning, but that the Ignorant might 


learn. I need not tell you of his Trials, his whole. 
Life was but one continued Series of Temptation: 
He was given to Prayer and Meditation, to which 
if you add his Sufferings for a Conſcience, 
you may behold the Character of a compleat Di- 
vine, whoſe three Notes are, Prayer, Meditation, 
and Temptation. But theſe are Generals, to de- 
ſcend to a few Particulars : q v4 in 43; 


. ——— 
the ſacred wh ; he was an Ark of Scripture, and 
ys 


would often «« that Sermon is no Sermon to 
me, that is not full of rightly applyed Scriptures.” 
He never roſe. in a Morning but the firſt Thing he 
did was to take his Bible into his Hand, and ſo 
liſting up his Eyes to Heaven in a moſt ſerious, 
Manner, he prayed ſhortly, and then read ſome 
Por tion of Scripture; which being obſerved by his 
joving Conſort, ſhe aſked him why he uſed that 

Praiſe ? And he told her, © It was my Cuſtom 
ever | ſince Gon made me a Miniſter.” Neither 
did he only delight in Gop's Law, but was very 
clear and plain in expounding it; he could ſit his 
Diſcourſes on it to every Neceſſity and Capacity. 


2. Hs was Miniſter (as hath been declared) in 
three. Places, Hivenho, London, and Rotterdam, 
and in every one of | theſe he preached over he 
whole Body of Divinity e and exe 
atly, and tho' it were in different Places, yet he 
never preached one old Sermon, but has leſt three 
Bodies of Divinity, on ſeveral Texts, and diffe- 
rently handled, behind him as Witneſſes of his 

wa Dd 3 Labo- 


3365 . Live of 


—— in his Function; nay all the While 
he was in Holland he never ache one old Ser- 
mon. By going through a Syſtem of Divinity he 
laid a Foundation for his People to build on, and 
ſucceflively held forth one TIN after wy ae oy 
they were to believe or wget 43 


„ He was eminent for the Study of the Ser 
ments, eſpecially the Loxp's-Supper; he was no- 
ted by many to be ſingularly well verſed in the 
Doctrine of this Sacrament, particularly in chat 
great Work of Self- examination, and Self-judging, 

t in the Practice of it he was moſt divine and 
ſeraphick ; whether he received from another or 
adminiſtred it himſelf, he did it with ſo much Re- 
verence and Affection, that he was almoſt tran- 
ſported on a Sacrament-day. The firſt Time he 
ever received, he was ſo deeply affected with the 
Love of his Saviour, that he ſwooned away as 
ſoon as he had received the Bread, and not com- 

ing to himſelf 'till the Sacrament was Wer he 
had the Cup 'adminiſtred to himſelf alone. Ever 
ſince he was Miniſter he celebrated the Lorp's- 
Supper with ſo much Heavenlineſs and Ser iouſneſs, 
that all bis Communicants could not chuſe but 
obſerve him, as if they had received Angels Food 
from the Hand ef an Angel; . at Aus VO 
oy owes r Dees than Man. Lens | 

"7 2) 123 £273: : 15 7} * 
| Aur wiking his 8 he uſed t to = down 

Nothing but his Heads and Places of Scripture, ſo 
chat his Notes are very ſhort : He never read any 
hen) dut always laid his Notes behind him, and 

dehort young Men from reading,” N 
els that "Memory" ved 5 dy truſted. 


He himſelf obſerved: 050 elan kept 


him about ſeven Years x. Ga . 
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Gop ſo ordefed his Affairs that he was ſeven 
Years at Cambridge, ſeven at Wivenhs,' ſeven at 
London, and as many at Rotterdam He would 
often ſay toward: the End of the ſeventh Vear in 
Holland, Where ſhall I'be next 7” But Gob had 
no more Apprentiſhips for him to ſerve: The 


good and faithful Servant is now FREE into „din 
Maſter's yore” "Thus as 4 Miniſter.” 


: 
As a Maſter, he was a 1 aten, Prieft 00 King 
in his Family, a Prophet to teach, 2 Prieſt io pray 
for, and a King to govern it; He was not ſ0)murch 
a Maſter as a Father of à Family; tho' he could 
truſt Gop when God's Cauſe required it with his 
Family, yet he did not provide for it (Gob ena- 
bling him) in a plentiful Manner, tho? he thought 
him worſe than an Infide] that provides not for 
his own' Houſe, yet he counted him no better than 
an Infidel that does it by any unwarrantable 
Means. He could not abide to trouble himſelf 
with worldly Affairs, but committed all to his Se- 


cond: Self: k . it below a Man, much 


more below a Miniſter, to be at Leifure to take 
Account of what was ſpent in his Houſe: He was 
peg to Hoſpitality, even in Holland where his 

eans were ſmall in Compariſon of his Charge: 
He never dined on a Sabbath Day without ſome 
of the poorer Sort of his Congregations and he 
would be ſure not to forget to call upon them 
when he came out of tke Church, to come and 
take Part of what Gop had given him. He was 
ſo mild and meek to his Servants, that he did 
ſeem rather to love than to rule them; to deſire 
than command them: By which fweet Diſpoſition 
he wrought ſo deeply upon them, that they could 
not but love and ſpeak well of him ny, ſome 
of his Servants, next to Gop, owe their Salvation 
to his Miniſtry and Converſation: He _ the 


* 
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ſame at home he was abroad, and the ſame in bis 
\. Heart as he was in his Houſe : He kept a conſtant 


Hour Morning and Eveniag for reading the Scrip- 


ture to and praying with his Family, thinking 


to keep no Time. | 21 


As an Huſband, he was loving and tender; he 
choſe a Wife for her lovely Virtues, and loved 
her with the greateſt Affection; they wedded one 
another's: Humours as well as Perſons, and ſo 
went the ſhorteſt Way to Perfection. He never 
denied her any Thing in all his Liſe that was con- 
ſiſtent with his Miniſtry, and ſhe never deſired 
aby Thing but what was becoming the Goſpel, 
He would be ſtirring her up to Reſolution for 
God, not that he thought her backward, but to 
make her more forward. He would communicate 
his Secrets to her, whom he knew to be faithful, 
and of his Mind. He would not ſlight her Advice 
in any Buſineſs, but if good, embrace and execute 
it. As for Temporals, he gave her the diſpoſing 
of all, himſelf ſeldom meddling with any ſuch 
Affairs, unleſs they were too hard for her to do. 
In all Things he behaved ſo as in the twenty Years 
they were married, there was not the leaſt Jar or 
Diſcord, but a perſect Sympathy and Union of 


As a Father, he was very careful for his Chil- 
drens Good, training them up in the Way the 

ould gn; he took a great deal of Pains to inftru 

and catechife them, to bring them up in h Nur- 
ture and Adinouitian of the Lon D. He was very 
exemplary to his Children, and did ſweetly com- 
mand by his Example; with a welcome Violence, 
and free Neceſſity he inſinuated into their Hearts; 
they were conſtained, and yet conſented; there 


Was 


Pg 


that they that kept no ſet Time were in Danger 
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was ſo powerful and attractive a Virtue in his Car- 
fingh, it would have forced Love from a Marble 
reaſt. 8 e e en ani . 
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To his Example he added many Encourage- 
ments both by Speeches and Giſts; be never let 
any Sparks go out for Want of blowing up either 
dy Commendation or Reward : He was wiſely in- 
dulgent, and would diſpenſe wich any Slip but 
breaking of Gop's Laws. If he came to correct 
his Children, he did it with ſo much Love, that 
his ſweet Admonitions and pathetical Iuſtructions, 
ſhewing the Evil they had done, and his Lothneſs 
to correct, but that it was Gop's Ordinance, did 
more break their Hearts than the Correction itſelf: 
He was often ſo moved with Compaſſion, his fa» 


_ therly Bowels did ſo yearn over them, that the 


Tears would trickle 'apace from his Eyes when be 
was correcting them: Nothing ever wrought upon 
me like this Sight, which did/plainly convince his 
Children of his Unwillingneſs to chaſtiſe, but that 


he was forced to it; his Tears did fink ſo deep into 


their Hearts, that they could not but be ſoftened 
at leaſt for that Time; for, believe me, to ſee 
one's Parents weep, cannot but be a Grieſ to du · 
tiful Children. He had his Children in Subjection 
with all Gravity; and yet I may ſay, that never 
Was Father ſo little feared as he, becauſe ſo much 
loved. In a Word, he left his Children Gon for 
a Father, when he left them; and they count it 
no ſmall Privilege, that they can call Gop the 
Gon of their F h boy e eee 


Wik. 
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Not- 
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Tais Man of Gop had not been long 


at 


terdam, but his Fame was ſpread abroad through 
all the United Provinces. He was highly eſtęgem- 
ed by the Duich, French and Engliſh Minifters 
round about. He had Correſpondence with m__ 
** | 0 


Wn man 

of the famous Profeſſurs, particularly with Dr. 
Giftert Hoctius, Divinity Proteſſor, and Mr. Len, 
den, Profeſſor of the Oriental Languages at Utrecht, 
with Mr. Uchtman and Mr, Hulſius, both Hebreu 
* the one of Leiden, the other of Breda. 


2 ee were a Place very 3 
cy cald, yet he took Notice of God's great 
Goodneſs in Reference to his Health, which was 
better the firſt five Years, than ever it had been 
in any Place in his own Country. It is not an 
healthſul Climate, but a good A even the 
Load chat en healthful. 


Bur ee or {thras: laſt Fears he was weak, 
and for Half a Year together had a continual Pain at 
bis Stomach, ſo that it was a z very difficult Thing 
for him to preach,” yet he leſt not off, but chear- 
2 and conſtantly preached, as at other Times: 

he never went up into the Pulpit, but 
rvery one thought he would either faint or die be- 
fore he came doun: He was indeed weary in his 
Work, but never weary of his Work. Once he 
did faint in the Pulpit, inſomuch that his Voice 
failed him, and he was taken down, deing unable 
to proceed; but by the Means of cordial. Waters 
| * him be recovered his Spirits in ſome Mea- 
yet nat ſo as tu preach in the Afternoon: 
When | his Friends came about him in the Evening, 
He told them, “ The Pulpit is a good Place to 
die in.“ By the next Sabbath he was (by Gobp's 
Blefling) WES and preached Forenoon and 
Afternoon with much Vi our; But from that 
Time till within >: 2 ear of his K he 
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cially now much ineo ct and forward in his Stu- 
dies. Mr. Robert Sheringham being then in Exile 
at Rotterdam, lie ſent his Son to him to learn the 
Hebrew, Syriach, and Arabick Tongues ; and 
would every. Morning call hin to his Bed fide, to 
expound a Greet or H:brew Chapter: He ſpent 
much Time in catechiſing him in particular, ſea- 
ſoning him with the. Knowledge of Gon, and 
charging him to walk as in Gop Sede when he 
was from under his Father's Eye. The Time 
coming, he went with him to the Univerſity. of 
Utrecht, and there beſtowed: him, committing him 
to the Care of Dr. Gifbertus Haetius, and his Sun 
Mr. Daniel Voetins, both Profe ſlars in that Univer- 
ſuy, and eminent for Learning and Piety. 

His * thought good to communicate a Letter 
of Advice, written to him by his kalba. which is 
as followeth: | 


Son TRoMAs,. n 


AM glad to hear of your I, Iare Hi Studies : 
My rettrons ut preſent in order 10 Jour happy 
and ſa afe Progrefs 1 Learning art, | 


= a 


"That you world take what Connſel you can deen 4 
fixed — regular Metbed in your Studies, that they 
may neither be confufed nor treub:efome. I Jerd * ry 
bere a little Best, | Biſterfeldi Logica]' in the End 
of which are two little Trea tſes, which. I would have 
you read over @ thouſand Times, and to have them 
perfef? at your Fingers End: The one be call Phoſ- 
phorus Catholicus, or the Art of Meditation; the 
other Conſilium de ſtudiĩis feliciter inftituendis 3 
you muſt now begin to ſettle your Jelf in an —_ 
able Method of Studies, that you muſt hoid 4 2 


2 you muſt — TIE of what you \ 
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read, and obſerve. I think you cannot be better ad- 
viſed by any, than by this little Treatiſe ; yet Some- 
thing may be added to it in 'the Matter of taking 
Notes, and about  Puper-books ; you muſt enquire 
what Mes bod o bert follow, and theirs with 
this, and what you 2 excellent in theirs add to this. 
I do iittend to confider wha: Paper-books you muſt 
bave fer all Sorts of Learning: In the mean Time 1 
would have yen note Things in a DBuire of Paper, 
that you may tranſcribe them when you bade ſettled 
your Method - You may call your Book of daily Notes 
mr Diary, and bere there muff be nulla dies fine 
Fea. . This Method of your Studies mi be long 
deliberated on, becauſe it is but once to be dene. 


As you frame your Elacution and Geflure now tol ile 
you are young, ſi ch they will be when you'come to Age. 
I would have you write all your Letters to me in 
Latin, for Exerciſe Sake; Exerciſes are the very 
Spirit of Studies Learn to make your Sentences more 

ort and quick. 104 $2 LOOM Io rhe 


You have your Time before you, and you may ſay 
with the Aucient, Si non nunc, 8 
be careful you loſe i: not, for it is ſhort, that which is 
paſt you can never recover, and what is ta come 
know not whether you may live to come to it; and ar- 
for the preſent Time, it is but a Moment that ſoon 6 1 
| paſſeth away: Now is the Time while au are yourg WM exce, 
to perfect your ff in Phileſophy, Languages, and ail Wf lar 1 
ether divine and human Learning : Now your Purts get i 
ere vigorous, and now you have Nothing elſe ta d, Wl the | 
or to mole/t you. Be conflant in rea ing aver. the Old | 
an New Teflaments in their Originals, that you may 
be wery ready in the Texts of Hebrew and. Greek. 
I have beretafore cou, ſelied you ts read of en St. Paul's 
Epiſtles to I imothy and 1] tus, ard can de no ather 
than put you in Mind again. Pray to Gop daily for 
PR gals . 
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4 Bleſſing an your Studies Luther get more Learning 


by Prayer tban ly Study: Follow Paul's Rule, Keep 

yourſelf pure, that the Sins e * Youth may not be 
a Trouble to you'in your old Age: Add God's Fear te 
all your Studies, knowing that — Fear of the Lonn 
is the Beginning of true Wiſdom. V 


My Defire is not only to habe you a Scholar, but an 
excellent Scholar; let. therefore your Reſolutiqns and 
Endeavours be to excell; get as fur on. as may be, 
and let not others overtake yo; let that noble Spirit 
be in you to get above others, and to put out your Parts, 
I defire Nothing but (as St. Paul faith * your Per- 
ſection; and, with Peter, that you may daily gros 
in Grace and Knowledge; give yourſelf wholly.ts 
theſe Things, that your Profcing may appear to all, 
that you may be a Workman that needeth not 
aſhamed. 7 22 you 8 and defire you-te 
read Chapter in it; it is 4 Bot that 
will put 7227 — a Scholar: 1 hope the Excelleney of 
Anna Maria Schurman will provoke you young Scho- 
lars, not.only-to do as 3 1 e 


me NN ue ! 


L un de im 8 
would have you ſpare one Hour in a Day, that when you 
are Maſter of that, you begin with Italian, aud 
fo with Spa Am; in theſe 3 there are many 
excellent Boots UE you could converſe with ſome Stho- 
lar that hath the French Tongue perfect, you might 
get it tit 1 — when you under/tand a little, go. to 
the French Church; always he ſpeaking that little 
yu have; it 122 cat into * 
and 3 5 Time there. 
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r up your Zeal towards the Arabick Tongue; 
Ai ap yr 4. me by the learned Arabick Tr 


Naſir Abraham Wheelock, — 7 
rabick ar⸗ 
joe and there are many Th 7 in them 2 5 rain 


Notice . 
6 Hundt; the 
esd Gon of Heaven help you e to his 


Arg. te your Parents Com 7. Con of and ts your own 
of Wifitom by breathe 


and Benefit. 
ap your Studies : arr to get what Learning yu 


4 


can, while your Father lives, ' Your Father grow; 
ancient and infirm, and you huw\wer how ſoon Gor 
muy cuil him from on: Low are be br I hope to ſet 
come” 1 


1 Semething before I die; and if it fhall 
Pleaſe GOD to let me > hes Jolong as to fee you thraughty 
for the Work of the Mimftry, it will be 

great $atrsfattion to: me, and above all to fee you en- 
* un err N e 
— Feen both Pall 
fo careful of you, js ky wes = have all ib Entou- 
— — we are able to e Us ans; _ 
, you acre chear 101 Cour 
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Voetius will endeavour to ſraſon your Heart in the 


Matter of Religion, without which, Learning is but 
a nh, in a Madman's Hand. Chriſt Jeſus dwell 


in your Heart, and keep you, and open your Under- 


flauding to underfland the Scripture. I have Nothing 


iſe, but to believe that GOD will make you an In- 
ument of his A and our wats To his Grace 
1 N you, and reſt, $4 


"a Your lovin Father, 


* e CAWTON. 


*. 


e ſettled his Sic at oak it 
Gon to give him another Son, which was his third 
Child in Holland, and the laſt he had. GO - 
him Ger/hom, for he ſaid, I have been a Stranger in 
+ ftrang Land; and devoted him, like another 
Samuel; to the Lord and the Miniſtry from bis 
Cradle: But God's Providence hath taken him 


away from us, W Companion eodig Burnt 
n e ee eee 


* LITTLE aſter, in the Year 1658, he Kiag's 


ifyic his — in the 
Proteſtane Religion, and him to wipe off 
that unjuſt Aſperſion by — all of his Sted-. 
faſt neſs in that — the Letter was primed: a 
little before his Majcfty's Return to this Kin l 
to clear him then ; "and deſerves here to be 8 
nanrs, N * | i» Het 
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PRUSTY ani Well-belvved, we greet you wel; 


= , we have received ſo full a Teſtimony from Per- 


en (ts whom we give entire Credit) of your good 


Aﬀettien ta our Perſon, and Zeal lo aur Service, 
that we are willing ie recommend an Aa r to you, 


in which we are very much concerned. Mi do not 


wonder thet the Malice of or Enemies ſhould continue 
to lay all Mam er of Scandals upon us, which might 
take away eur Reputation; but that they ſbould find 
Credit toith any to mate our Affection tothe Proteſtant 
Religion in any Degree ſuſpectea, is tery flrange, 
fimee the World cannot but take No ice of our conflant 
andruinmerruptcd Profeſſion and Exerciſe of it, in 
theſe Places where the contrary Religion ts only prac- 
riſed and allnved. And though we do not beaſt of 
doing that, which we ſbauld be heartily aſhamed if 
we did not do; toe may reaſonably believe that no Han 
Bath, or can more maniſeſi his Affection to, and Leal 
far the. Prate Religion, than we have done; or 
ini ſame: Refpetts : hath more fuffercd far it. And 
therefore we are the more ſenſibly affetted, | thet theſe 
Calumnics can make Impreſſion to our Diſadvantage, 
inthe Minds of haneft and pricus Men, as we are in- 
Formed they have done. And woe do the rather impart 
be Senſe we have of our | ſuffering in this Particular 
ts u, becauſe, as you have the Charge of the Engliſh: 


Congregation in Rotterdam; ſ you cannot but ba 


much Converſation and Acquaintance with the Mini- 
flers of the Dutch Church, and other $ tn that pepulous 
Place, with whom we world not ſuffer under fo un- 
juſi and ſcandalous an Imputation. Aud we preſume: 
and expe? from you, that you will uſe your wutmeſ/t. 
Diligence and Dexterity, to root out thoſe umwortby 
Aﬀſper frons, 1 and groundleſly laid upon us 
by wicked Men; and that you afſure all, who will 
give Credit to you, that we value ourſelf ſo much _ 
6" 
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that Part of our Title of being Defender of the Faith, 

that no worldly Temptations can ever prevail with us 

to f rom it, and the Proteſtant Religion, in 
which we 


ave been bred > The Propagation whereof 
we ſhall endeavour with our ulm Power,” And as 


we hall never fail in the Performance of our Dity 


herein, ſo we ſhall take the Offices you ſhall do, in 
vi ndicating us from — Ref „ very well from 
you. In which we promiſe ourſelf you will ſer ur us 
effettualhy. And jo we bid you Farewell. Given at 
our Court at Bruſſels, the jeventh Day of IA 
in the lets Year of our Reign. 5 


i bis Majeſty” Comme : _— 
EDWARD vic 


Tus laſt Half- year * was oe to- lock 
better. than ever before, inſomuch that many of. 
has Friends were nat a little deccived; the Truth 
is, he himſelf found himſelf better than ever, yet 
did many Time caſt out n as if he nn 


not live long. 


Tus laſt Sabbath he ever preached was che third. 
of Auguſt, 1659. That Day he adminiſtered the 
Sacrament, of the Lon bs Supper with his wonted 
Heavenlineſe, and preached Forenoon and Aſter- 
noon, with as much Teal as ever he was knoun 
to do: His Text was that of our Saviour to his 
Diſciples: Naw ye are clean through the Mord which' 
I haue ſj olen unte you z ſhewing, that the uſual: 
Means whereby Men are made clean, was the 
Preaching of the Goſpel. He made two excellent 
Sermons on thoſe Words; and if be had known 
he ſhould have concluded his Miniſtry that Dey. 
he could not have choſen a fitter 'Text. | 


Hann 
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Having ſpent himſelf: much with Preaching, 
and being wearied by the great Pains he had taken 
that Day, aſter the Afternoon Sermon (according 
to his uſual Manner) he laid himſelf down upon 
his Bed to reſt a little: After he had ſlumbered 
about Half an Hour, he awaked, and having 
ſome warm Thing brought him to drink, he dravk 
heartily, but faid not any Thing, being a little 
ſNeepy. He laid down again about a Quarter of an 
Hour, and had another little Slumber, and then 
Fand got up alone, and fat upon his Bed- ide: 
His Wiſe perceiving him to look very ill, (though 
ſhe did not in the leaſt ſuſpect more Danger than 
formerly) alked him how he did? He anſwered, J 
cannot tell how : She leading him to a Chair two or 
three Steps off, be fat down and ſuddenly fainted. 
He was a good While rubbed and chafed, having 
his Mouth opened by Force to pour in ftron 
Waters; and coming a little to himſelf, he lift 
up his Eyes, and ſaid, 7 hui never come to myſe 
agn'n: Wheteupon his Wife ſaid to his Son, fetch 
the Doctor quickly, but he faid, Ne, no. The 
Doctor was juſt gone by his Door, and coming 
back, gave him ſome little Phyſick, which wrought 
well; but he was very fick, and faint, and not 
able to ſpeak, ſo that about Seven o' Clock he was 
had to Bed, and continued lumbering all Night, 
not once ſpeaking to any, or fo much as opening 
his Eyes, but reſuſing every Thing the or 
appointed him to take. In the Morning he with 
much ado ſpake two or three Words, and bad his 
Son anſwer a Letter that came from Amſt rdam, 
but all the Day lay in a drowſy Poſture ſpeaking 
to none. It proved to be a Palſey- all over his 
Right-fide and Tongue, and fo he lay till Four 
Glock on Thur/day Morning being the 7th of 
Auguft, 1659, and then gave up the Ghoſt. Yet 
obſervable it is, that Wedneſday he called for all his 
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Children by Name, and bleſſed them, laying his 
Hand on their Head, and lifting up his Eyes, and 


had his Memory fo well, that one of his Children 


being wanting, [ſleeping in its Cradle] he ſaid, 
One more, and ſo it was 1 to him. He had 
his Eye fixed for a great While together on his 
eldeſt Son, and ſtroked him often as he ſtood by 
him, lifting up his Eyes to Heaven, in Token of 
his praying for him. | | 


Tux Dutch Miniſters took Order to have him 
buried in their own Grave, and accordingly at- 
tended him to it. 


HE was about fifty Years old when he died, of 
Stature tall and thin, in Countenance lean and 
pale, of a very weak Conſtitution, yet very active; 
of a courteous Nature, very affable and eaſy to be 
entreated ; in his Faſhions neither rude nor fan- 
taſtick: He was both moral and gracious, and in 
all his Actions graceful; Earth hath loſt, and 
Heaven hath gained a Saint by his Death. He is 
now bleſſed, and no doubt but his Name is pre- 
cious among thoſe that have received like precious 


Faith. 
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